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Afghaalstan:
E3eie Diversity
aad Dissldence (V)

The creution of a sense of national usity among the diverse peoples of
Afghanistan has long been a chalienging problem 10 its rulers. Afghanistan
is & triba! society, composed of some 20 ethinic groups of widely varying
backgrounds and cultures. About the osly cohesive clements among these
grouss are their observance of Islamic law, martisl tradition. and a distrust

of goverament.

Puashtuns make up about one-half of Afghanistan’s population. They are not
only the largest ethnic group but also have traditionally wiclded the greatest
political power. This historic Pashtun preeminence is in turn a divisive issue
between them and meat of the other major Afghan ethnic groups. Other
deep-scated animositics exist among the tribal groups, including the
intratriba! split between Sunni and Shis Islamic sects. These factors have
worked together to thwart creation of a snified (runt or strategy sgainst
central authority.

The peesent tribal insurgency began in (978 with the instaliation of the po-
Soviet Taraki regime. Afghanistan’s dewutly Musiim asd fiercely indepen.
dent triba! population beliercu that the new guvernment was Communisi,
atheust, and pro-Soviet. Reform messures brashly introduced by the
goverament bolsicred this belief und were vicwed as attempts o displace the
tracitional social structure based on (slam and aflegiance to family, clan,
and tribe. The recent sisible presence of Suviet troops in Afghanistan has
(uifilied the worst feurs of the populstion and has added additionai fuel tv
the fires of insurgency.
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Setting
Afghanistan, slightly larg=e thas. the state of Tezas, is

the mecting place of diverw: physical sad culiurs!
worids. Physicaily, Afghauistan re -~ stcnsion of the
high land mass known st the [ - 1o | steau; nearly
two-thirds of the onuniry amsists of .ovaniaing.

1a cntral and castern Afghanistan the mouataine—
dominated by the Hindu Aush—present a forinidadle
phyricai barrer and provxie 8 favorsdle milir u for
tridal sepuratiam. To the north, west, and sou:bwest,
however, Afghanuutan mcrges with the high plains 6nd
peateaus of central and suith Asis. Across (Bis regon
of transit has come 8 sucreasion of peoples— Aryans,
Medes, Persians, Groeks, Turks, snd Mongols—bent
on trade and conquest; others have climbed the passes
and cromed the platesus beanag the meassge of
Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, Hinduism, and [slam. [Sis
from this mixture of peoples aad cultures that the
madern state of Afghanistan *as been emerging since
the 181h century.

Each of the approzimately 20 ethnic groups in
Afghanistan has rcriqin distinclive physical claracier-
istice, differing social institutions, and vanying sets of
vaiues.' The origine and kinships smong the many
groups sre s matter of scholarly controversy because of
the lack cf indigenous writien records, fragmeatary
bistoric sources, and scant;y archasological, anthropn
metric, sad serological evdencs.

¢ Par dotailnd éucumion of wiecrad sthas grangs. «8 99 ¢ 004 6.

By size, the major groups include ths Pashtes, Tejik,
Utzbek, ead Hazers: ather Laportaat groups include
ths Chahar Aimak, Torkmen, No. stani, Sslochi, ang
Brahui.’ Of the 104! est.1.a20d porwlation of

- §5 million, abvut 50 peroeat are Pashun and aserly

30 perceat sre Taxk, Urbnk, and Hazve. Total
pcpulstion estimaten, however, are confused by the
&Kuchis, or Afghas nomads, who sumber from 2 10 ¢
million and are members of several ethnic groups.
Meay of the tribal people have cthnic *ies with gouples
inhaditing sdjaceal areds of the USSR, Iran, and
Pakistes.

D= vite conssderadie diversity, there sec comawon ties
of [anguage and rciigion .hst provide some clement of
cohesivencas among the groups. Fhe cummon language
u Duni, (be Afghar foria of Peruan (Fars), which is
used by &ll groups dwl s mnt (he (irst Language of any
group. Nearly all of the ethnic groups sre Muslim end
about ¥0 percent are of the Suna; sect, elile the
remainder are adherenta of the Shig sact. Altbough the
(Lwo s¢Ci are contentions, the divicon has o resuited
in the bhody cunfrontatinams that has  ooc:irred 18
other Muslim lands.

Ethaic Attitades and Rivelries

Tribes and (ribaium reman imoortant in Afghe aistasn,
particularly anwng the Pachitun, whase Durrans tridal
families have nilod (he country snce its waification by
ong of them in (38 18th ceatury. The Pashtun ore
strong is number; soms of their t1ibes, such as the
Durraai, Cihilzal, and Yurufazai, individvaily have st
least ¢ sullion members. The degree of trilal loysity,
however. varies comiderably among the Pashiua, and
tribal feads and rivalries ot times have been divisive
forces in the country. The Durrani, though Jivided into
sumercas subtrides or claas snd widely scatiered,
usuaily have rallind 10 8 cORURON cause when the need
aroes.

! Thore » & «onilerd @ sgrend apuliang of the anmes of 15e othass
Srougn 0 Afgbenatas e the stucace of o8 offiae’ crasen hat, ths
asmes weed heeo 619 v (it appens mast comnatantly In
3henta e oo ! @ cramgls, sherasis aame fur Fesbies
ingiede Pocdtes aa®e usnd 18 P3intes) snd Poihes (the Inthea
enrregtns of Pudies). Usbeg oo Urtnd by Ustul, Tortamse far
Torhmen, anf Chober Aumsd, ssmply Aimed.
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Mast of the :asjor ethaic groups belicve that Afghssi-
otan (s run by the Fashiuns for the Pashtuns. What
prevails, ia their vigw, is a form of intcraal culonislism.
Pashiuns typicaily govern most provinces, eves thone -
where snuther ethnic group is in the majurity, and hold
mast adminisirative posts The Pashtune’ supsrior
pusition is reflected in the growth and modernizstion of
Kabul. which provincisl Usbeks and 1issarss vice at
burgooning at their expense. Although impruvenieals
in health facilitien, roads, sirficida, snd sgricultuse
have been niade in olher pruvinces, pest goverament
efTorts have been con.catrsied in Pashivn-
asdministered or Pashtun-setiled proviaces.

Antigovernment, anti-Pashtun sliensiion b partics-
larly etrong emung the Usbeks, described as & sophaati-
cated and capadle neupie who pruvide it of the
couniry’s prufessnaal men snd entreineneun.

A Uzbek ofien hae hittle conlidence, o¢ feels he has no
resl stake, In the ecumany and peefers 10 sig h his
wealth in the equivalent of » mik nader the matiress
Cn the other hand. the Uzbch s have s reputation
smong the Pashtuns for jndalence snd praxcrasieantion,
though there has been littie ( any sctive dise rirnnatson
or hoatility Scrwecn them.

The Harzaras geaceally have prefereed to heep thest
central nwwntain ome’ 1ne whers they are liicrally
almeat iraccewble to all forms of geverament
authority ~-fev 1 tax coliection to pitice. In recent
yedrs, howevs 4 iew thuusand have lefit ther moun.
tains a8 Armv recrvits or tu settle in cities where munt
of them are empivyed a3 manual lalsrers and servants.
Teaditional hoatslity towsed them because ol their
adherence to the Shis sect of slam, combined with
their Mongoiod festures and their indilTerence 1o
Kabu!, has conteibuted to their inferior social and
eounomic status

Of the four major cthnic graups, the Tajiks are the
feast hikely to oppose acts of Pashtun colonislism They
are dascribed as o peaceful neople- traditionslly
poets, dreamers, and intellectuals- who sre ursaser-
tive in their prede of icing Tapk. The Tasiks have ived
in harmony with the Pashtuns, and s number of them
have held high goverament poats. Netlor ister-
marrisgs fRor social intercourse between the two
peoples 18 common, however.

Coutgfhn

“The kuzhis include membera from acarly cvery ethnic

group in the country and possibly 1epresent one-fourth

-of tha tota! popuistion. The Luc A regards his way of
_hife as the most digmified ar ! Gustrusts variation and

cum For many years t.x uchls have taken (heir
caravans (o Pakistan and in 18 to irade wool sad
arimal wducu for guads they could in turn trade to
farming cummunities in Afghanisian, (ae poorer

.nomsds go to Pskistan during ihe winter months to sell

their labor. The periodic clusing of the Afghan-
Pakistan: dorder have caused all of t+ ‘m hardship.
Government attempts to settle the § uchis permanenily
have met with little success bevsuie they are highty
suspicions of anv attcinpt 10 restrict Iheir movements
of recoed thewr aumbei s, and feel littie sf sny tuyalty 1o
the abstract cuncept of the stai. or the Kabul-centered
goverament.
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Tle People

Major Ethaic Groupe. The Pashtuns hevo dezn the
dominant peuple in Aighanistan since its beginning as
» naton in the 1 8th century. They are concenirated in
the east and south, but in the late {200 many were
forcibly resettiod north of the H:ndu Kush. Loyslty to
the clan or tr1be varies from group to group byl is
usually strong, and all have estreme pride in sheir
Pashtun identity. The majority of them are (ermers,
usually freehnlders, and & aumber are landjords
employing aon-Paahtuns ae tensnts ur laborers. Except
for & few (r1ibes which are Shiife, the Pashiune are
adherents of the Suani sect of Islan.. They ars
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offorts to bring change ss the people were in their
resistance (0 (hat cRange. Bxi, mors importanily, the
programs werg regarded s aliempts to displace tribel
structure and family ties and were viewed as violstions
of lslamic procepts of acthrity sed purded.

In implementing lsnd relorm, goverament officials
found recipients reluctaat 1o accspt land tocause of
loyalty to tribal lesders or fear of reprisals i the
fegime was overthrown, Little or no compcnsation was
peid for Land confiscated dy the goverament, contrary
to lalsinic law and most of (he best land apperently
was not redistc buted. Mureover, the Taraki govere-
ment did not offer alicrnatives when it did away with
the traditional :ystem of credit, whereby farmers
tarrowed (rum moneylendsrs or iandowners againat
future crops. Farmers whu were given pooe land that
lacked adequate water or irrigation and who were
without seed or cash simply abandoned their new
Moidings. The program alsc created hastility beiwees
the landowners and the nomaeds who lost grazing rights
recognired by the former lzndowners with whom they
had ¢1hnic and somctimes family ties. Prewsure from
theie muilahs and [cllow tr:idesmen, together with the
inability 1o profit (rom newlv acguired land in the short
time sin¢ the pro.gram was initisted, disvuaded new
landow 1crs from couperating with the government.

Because only abuut 10 percent of the pouple at.
hterate. anilliteracy eradication program was iiitiated
for everyone Laiween the ages of 14 and 40 Reaction
to this program was perticularly hostile, mainly
because it forced women cut of purdah inio public life.
Even those tribesmen not opposed 12 their women(otk
lzarning to read and write were incensed at the idea
Raving them iaught by male teachera. The seculariza-
tion of ecucation in general, the arrest and imprison.
ment of mullahs, and the introduction of s politically
orientated curricvium (et * aroused the people.

Resistancs (0 these programs not only resulied in the
destruction of goveramer: offices and othwr ofticial
buildii gs but also in the ssaasiinaiion of government

' T e instituteon of pardah i paricularty strict in Afghanitan
Womes mast be covsrad [rom B2id te iant 1n pubixc. snd (hey ore
generally cunfined 1o the home ' en the sontact with mals
reletives » limuied. Oniy ohen they wurl 10 the Miolde, or if they are
ner.ide o7 VN, 008 womea (resd [rom some of (he censtraiaw of
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Russisns—astimates are as bigh as 300 ang include
womea ad childn  —were slao killed. Viclent slimi-
nation of 15 uniaviiud hes alwsys besn the sapodient
wey clulmu loul uoelm- ia M‘Inhun.

mm-n-mummdtmumu

_ Kaemal—pose the greztent threat to any Soviet-
controlled government in Afglhulma. Their tradl

tional detire for revenge has grows over the past year
with the purges instituted by the Taraki government;
hardly an extended family has aot had et lesst one
member impeisoned or climinated. As the princips!
landowners in Afghanistan, the Pashtuns aleo have
or:sed land refosm programs. They ere responsidie
for mnst of the insurgency sincs April 1978, (Rough old
internal rivalrics have prevented much cooperation
among the variws tribes. Prior 1o the Soviet invasion,
tne spread of Pashiun guerrills forces ard increased
desestions from the Alghan Army had cauaed s serious
drain on the regime’s resources.

The Saviet invasion and installation of Radeak Karmal
&s President of Afghanistan s unhikely 1o alter the
prospects for prolunged insurgency Resistance contine
ues and its hasic causex remain. Al:hough 1*-¢ Karmal
regine has sought (o broaden 11s base of aupyurt and
hae indicated a Jlowing of redical social peograms, s
vast gull scnaratcs the obsectives of & Soviet puppet
regime and the tribsl traditions and lslamic founda-
tions upun which Afghan society is based.

of The Peeple

Majov Ethalc Greups. The Pashiuns have den the
dominant peupls in Afghanistan since its beginning as
a nation in the 18th century. They sre concentrated in
(he sast and south. but in (ne 1ate 1300s many wers
fercidly resettied north of she Hindu Kush. Loyalty o
the clan or tribe varies from group (o group But is
ususlly strong, and al! have aatreme pridc ia their
Pushtun identity. Ths majority of them are farmers,
usually frecholders, r.nd a number are landiords
employing non-Pasktuns as tenants of laborers. Encept
for a fea tribes which are Shiite, Lie Pashtuns ars
adhcrents of the Sunnl suct of lalam. They are

v
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predeminamly ight-skinaad brene'tes, longhcaded
with promungrt facw! ‘eatures, snd of sleader build.
Seown ¢yss predorzinsie but kazel or blue cyes are not
sausual gmiong (hery. They eposk Pesdio, si Iranicn
varigat of Indo-F.urossn snd relsted to Persian,
Ra'uchi, sad Kuidisk,

The Tsjiks are the second largent etanic gross and are
scatieree (Rroughout the couniry, with £ 07 ccacen-
trations i the sast and west. They are st coneidered
to be a distinct group, but cowsint of several peopies
who share so more than & meme, 8 langeage (Taiiki.a
Persian dialect), and :edeniszy liviag hamuts. Thoss in
the west ars sometsmes callud Fairnean and probably
sre distaatlv related to the jeople of eastera Iras.
Thacs north & ibe Hindu Kush sre beiieved o be
descended from ancient irantans who have mised with
Turkic peoples. The mountsia Taphs, who heve
Mongolish admitiure, appear to have beea amnrg the
sarliest or, sccording 10 Soviet ctknologists, the
{ndigensous inhabriants of the (ar aurtheast.

Tajnks are not trital, but they do have a strong sease of
communily loyslly. Most are ichant farmers ard
laburers, some engage 1+ ~-ade or handicralty. They are
nct belligerent easept fot 8 lew greyups of mourtasy
T2 1ks » b some conaider e aggressive asshe Fakiun.
Y.miler (o ihe Pashtun, the Tagiks are adlherents of
ik the Sunni and Shia serts of fslam, but ihe
majority are Sunnt. Scanty anthropometric studics
dexcride the Tajiks as oundheaded with ovsl (sces and
wuaily of slender bu:ld. They arze light-skinned dru-
nettes, uccasionally there sre individuals with recdish
oe ycilowish colored hair. Even among the mountaia
Tasnks. hghincas of skin and heir color can b found
blended with Mongolodd traits.

The Uzbek lire north of the Hindu Kush on the plain of
the Amuy Darys. Uzbek 15 3 name applied 1o Turke
tribssmen wha csme 1o Afghanistan in the r-'d-1 31k
cectury. Tiue Urbek £r¢ 8 mis of Turko-Mongal
peoples whn intermingled with dascendants of as
ancient Izanian pimu propes. Modern Uzbek have
sither Mongolows or Caucasod fcatures, or @ blend of
the two. They ‘end io de roundhesded. have yeliow-
white skin color snd brasc zherkbones. snd orcanon-
slly the epicanthic fold. The Uzbek have relinquirhed
their tribal afTilistions and nomadism snd ere mainly

-

farmers; Bowsver, many arc succeumfu! merchants and
articans. Uolike the Pesdius and Tajik. the Usdsk are
subereats of the Sunni sect of Isiam sad hsve a0 SMiec
wirocity. Theit iaaguate. Urhek), (s belioved (5000
mmdacmalfmw : ‘.’,_-../-;-

I
mmmu-wu«uw -
conn'sts of the urpcr Heimand valiey aren went of
Kabul. Smalter .raaumhuul.mhmh
Bamian aed ia the far aartbeast in Codakindan. Ths
Hazars are belicved 10 be of Turko-Mongol origia.
They pussibly are descendants of Mongal soidiers who
istsrmarriad with s mountsin Tajik provlation ia the
13¢h and 1 &th cesiurion, althcugh it is more hikely that
their anceion predaie the Mongal conguests.

Whatever their origin, the Hazara culirslly ressmbis

- the mazalsin Tayts but spesk s Persian distect called

Hazaraghi. Physically, they have coeres black hair,
yeliow 1o yellow-brown skin ovor, sre rundhesded
with droad (aces and pvominent cheeckbonzs, snd have
8 high incrdence of the epecanthic fold.

Unlike th-e Torks, they arc Jivied into tnics and,
althuugh sonie a7¢ romadic, the mayn ity = ¢ padtorsl
(armers. The Hazars are the Saly maor Afghsacthnc
groap (hat sdheres ic the Shia sect of [tiatn Roput.
edly, they ave phys ca'ly strong, enduning, and indus-
trious. 1 hey make goud soldsers and ars regulatiy
recruited trto the Afghan Femy.

Orier Eibale Zronps. To the norih and west of the
Harars live the Chahar Aimak sthaic group, which is
divided into four main subdivisions or tribes The main
grocp inciudes «nall culiveal groups of mowstase
peoples. about whom little is known. The Chchar
Aimsk sre gen. aliy bel:eved to be of Turko-Mongol

_origin, but there 1s a hoory that peoples of Indo-

Evropesn origis have been included in this group.
Mongoloid irsits, however, sre dominsnt emong the
Chabar Aimak ;opyiation. Mlay of the Chahar
Aimak a-¢ semincmadic 889 lirs in yurts or yurthise
tents; 1b remainder sre farmers. They speak a diatect
of Farsi inat consing many Turkic loan wordse, snd
they folicw the Suani set of lslam.
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" amether Turkic group like the Uzbek. Mast arthorities
- baligve (he Tutkmen descended from the Oghus Tucks
" whe came (0 Afgaanisian in tte 1 ik sentury.
. ahough they may have other sirains /& their ethale
- background. They apeak o dlalec? =f the Turkic family
" of languagm and ars adherents ¢ & .. \unal lamic
 soet. The Turkmen, ualike the Uzbek, are still pastoral
- tribel nomads, and they maiataia few contacts with
 othes Afghans. During the 1920s their numbers
{acressed when Turhmen entered Afghanistan from
-the nonh as refugces from Suviet collectivism. They
‘have a distinct economic role as breeders of Karekul
‘sheep whose peits—Karakul and astrakhar or Persian
Jamih—are s main Afghan export. The Turkmes
‘wonen are the dyers and weavers of the doep red
~“Bokharan™ rug. ancther hdlu um -

Thc mdh' lllochl spul an lnnhn Innuuo and
ars adherents of the Sunni sect of falam. They are
found in the sparsely populated southern burderlands
of Afghanistan and are related o the Baluchi who
seitled in villages scuth of Herat during the mmauun
of the Raluchi eastward from iran i esriler times.

The Bratwi. slw loccted in suuthern Afghsnistan,
includs bita {farmers and numads whospeak a
Dravidian language. They arc Lalieved to be descended
from sn sburiginal people driven south by the Aryams
and possibly to sbare s common ancestor with other
dark-skinned, Dravidian-spsaking peoples of south
“The Nuristanis live (n the eastern mountsine of
Alghanisian. Thelr origin and kinship sre ethnic
mysteries, for they have a range of skin, eys, and hair
‘coloration that includes s blond sirain. At one ume

“they were considered 1o be descondants of ancient
Qresks, but it Is now thought they may be related to sa
warlier peopls from central Asia. They ars renowned

" rmountainoers. Subdued by an Afghan ruler in the 19th
century, many wers converted 1o islam (Sunni sect),
and the name of their country was changed (rom

: Knﬂmm (land of laﬂdch) lo Nurlmn (land of light).

, ‘I’h Nuristanis amm of two mln groups lnNMdd
_ iato & number of tribes. They speak dislects of sn Indic
“wariant of Indo-Europsen thst is closcly related to

Dardic. Their traditional religious practices—sow

- la-gely unobserved —ccnsist of s combination of

arimism and polytheism, featuring sncssior worship,

 animal sscrifices, wooden idole, and grave efTigies. The
- Nurtanis csery on o raised agricultural and pastoral

economy, farming ths lower slopes but perching thelr
villages high sbxve the velley flaor. They preler iee
(sclation of thelr mountsins cnl doeply rvoemt m :
ment nterference. :

The Kizlibash, descendamts d‘ 8 Turkish gartison loft
{n Kabul by & Persian congquerue in the mid-18th
contury, ard an urbar growp which adheres (o the Shis
secs of Islam. They generally are well educsied, snd

.- some hold important government positions or are

tradsrs. Othar strictly ueban groups include Hindus, -
-Sikhs, and Jews, who primarily are merchants, trailors,
and moneylenders ir be iowns and cities througheut
Alghanistan. The Kirghlz sre & pastorsl Mongoloid
people who sperk a Turkie dislect, are members o the
Svani sect of [slam, and ishabit the Wakhan Corridor
area in the far north.csatern extension of Al rarilstan.
Other minority groum are the Moghuls, who livg ie: the
western and northern parts of the cuuntey and cla:m
descent (rom Giheng's Khon, and the nomadic “Arsbs”
or “Sayyid,” whe ilve on the northern plaine,



