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PREFACE 

(U) for more than 60 years. the men and women of the Fighting 49crs have 

served at the forefront of combat opcrnti(ln.'i. During World War 11. the 49th Fighter 

Group n.-cord\.-d 678 aerial victories while fighting in every major campaign in the l,acilic 

Theater. The 49th Fighter-Bomber Wing launched the first allied jet fighters of the 

Korean War and continued to fight until the 1953 cease lire. In 1972. the 10.000 combat 

missions nown by the 49th Tactical Fighter Wing applied the prc.-ssurc which helped 

bring an end to the Vietnam War. 

(U) Operation Iraqi Freedom marks the latest chapter in the combat history of the 

49th Fighter Wing. Armed with the F-1 17A Nigh/hawk .. stealth .. fighter. the deployed 

team of the 8th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron unleashed the first strike of the war in a 

highly publicized decapitation mission against Iraqi leadership on 20 March 2003. 

Equally as important. pilots destroyed over JOO high value Iraqi targets. The F-117A 

directly contributed to one of the fastest invasions and victories over a foreign nation in 

the history of warfare. 

(U) This study documents the role that the F-117A played in Operation Iraqi 

Freedom and includes all mission rcpons. before and after photographs of every target. 

and weapons system video. Jn addition to the information USt.-d in this study. the 

n.-searcher should consult the l.ist uf Suppuning ll\x;umenl,:i t'C.n additional dtx;uments 

which include all F-117 A mission and intelligence briefings gi\'\.'n during Operation Iraqi 

freedom .. lt is the author's hope that the information gathered in this study will not only 

serve as an accurate and exhaustive record. but the lessons learned from this operation 

will be applied to future contingencies. 

(U) While my name is on the cover of this study. this history could not have b\.'Cn 

accomplished without the help and support of many. Interviews served as the backbone 

of the historical analysis of this operation and I thank each person who granted their time 

and honesty-their names and stories make history a Jiving document. Although some 

historians may question the use of long quotes in this study. it is the tint-person accounts 

which best tell the fascinating stories behind the F-117A in Operation Iraqi Freedom. I 

also thank the 8th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron's Intelligence Office. and especially 

Maj Ronald J. KeiJer. who not only tolerated my barrage of emails but assisted in 

collecting all of the supporting documentation included in this study. Most importantly. I 

thank my counterpart. TSgt Terri Berling. whose thoroughness in capturing information 

and incredible editorial capabilities made this study what it is. Thank you to all. 

-gsh 
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BLACK SHEEP OVER IRAQ: 
THE 8TH FIGHTER SQUADRON IN OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM 

.A stealthy F-117 over Baghdad is one example ofthe nexus ofinJelligence, 
technology. and planning-they didn 'tlcnow we were there umilthe bombs .rlartecl 
to explode. We m11st enhance our ability to create such surprises in the future. 
although how we do so may require fimclamelllal shifts li1 I he sy.rlems we use . 

.. Building a Military for the 21st Century .. 
House and Senate Armed Services Committee Testimony. 
October 200 I 

BACKGROUND 

(U) Although the F-1 17A first put bombs-on-target during Operation Just Cause. 
the removal of General Manuel A. Noriega in Panama. it was o\'cr the skies of Baghdad . 

in 1991 that the Air Force's lirst low nhscrvahk • . ~tl!ulth. fighter gained public notoriety. 

During the war for the libcnuion of Kuwait. F-117 As made up just 2.5 percent of the air 

forces. but destroyed nearly 40 percent of the targets. Moreover. images of precision 
attacks. such as Maj Greg Feest's opening strike against an Iraqi integrated operations 

center. played on global news networks. In J 999. the F-117 As rcturm.-d to combat as the 

first aircraft into Belgrade provided decisive airpowcr during the air war over Serbia: 

flying more than 500 combat missions in two and a half months. 1 

(U) While the F -117 A played an essential role in the aforementioned operations. 

they operated autonomously and with special requirements. For example. the Nlxht!Juwb 
always parked and conducted. maintenance in closed shelters. while counterparts from 

other weapons systems operated outdoors in the searing desert heat of Kuwait or chilling 
rains of Italy. While flying. the F-117As usually had their own ingress and egress routes 
to the target area with their own dedicated air refueling. Coming out of Operation Allied 

Force. these differences resulted in the perception that the F-117A community was a 

1 {U) Combination of open source materials. 
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group of .. high maintenance assholes .. who were ··too difficult to use and too expensive to 

I .. :z ose. 
(U) Thus. beginning around 2001. 49th Fighter Wing (FW) leadership dedicated 

itself to changing the sterc.'Otypc and reputation of the F-117 communhy. From 2001 to 
2004. the 49 FW participated in every available Red Flag exercise. o(\cn serving as 
mission commanders instead of an outside anomaly. The wing also participated in joint. 
combined. and multi-force exercises. These opportunities not only provided coordinated 
training. but served as a forum to teach the combat air forces about what low observable 
fighter aircraft could do for them. not just what others believed was expected of them to 
support the F- I I 1 A.1 

(U) Maj S. Clinton Hinote explained the work that went into improving the 
capabilities and responsiveness of the F-1 I 7 A:4 

(U) We had a certain way that we had always done things in the F-117. 
Unfortunately. that way was not always going to be useful in lighting 
terrorism. So. we d"-cidc.-d to try and do different things. Some of the thina:s 
we did were to develop new procedures fot hitting Jlc.-cting or time 
sensitive targets. We actually got fairly successful at it. h was hard work 
to figure out how we would get the information to the pilot. so he could 
maneuver the jet in the right way. without showing ourselves to the threat. 
We worked out those procedures and worked them until the day we started 
Iraqi Freedom. 

(U) As a result of this pre-Iraqi Freedom training. Col Charles G. C. (Rich) 
Treadway. 49th Fighter Wing Vice Command and former Operations Group Commander. 
described the change in perception: .. 1 believe the combat air forces now consider the F-
117s to be integral to everything they are doing. easy to use. easy to talk to. very flexible. 
and willing to do anything with the parameters of us surviv~ng the mission to help them 
out. We changed the reputation of the jet and its pilots." However. the real test of the F-
117 As integration within the greater Air Force would not come through a believed 
perception. but would be tested in combat. 5 

2 Interview (S/DECL XI and X4). MSgt G Henneman. 49FW/HO. with Col C 
Treadway. 49FW/CV. I Jul 04. (information used is U). SD 99. 

3 /hid 
4 Interview (U). Lt Col C llinotc. 1 Scp 04. SJ) 97. 

$Interview (S/DECL Xl and X4). MSgt G Henneman. 49FW/HO. with Col C 
Treadway. 49FW/CV. I Jul 04. (information used is U). SD 99. 
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A CALL TO ARMS 

(U) Simultaneous attacks against New York City's World Trade Center and the 
Pentagon in Washington D.C. on 11 September 2001 changed American military and 
political·perceptions of terrorism. Terrorism could no longer be seen as a containable 
threat controlled merely through legal 'venues. Rather. American political leaders sought 
to take the tight to the terrorists. before further attacks could be perpetrated on American 
soi1.6 

(lJ) Encapsulating this \'ision in his 30 Januar)' 2002 State of the Union address. 
Pn:sident George W. Bush characterized Saddam Hussein's Iraq as part of the ''Axis of 
Evil.'' One year afler the attacks against America. on 12 Scptemb<.-r 2002. Pn.-sidcnt Bush 
addressed the Unitc.>d Nations (UN) G"'-ncral Assembly and implof'->d the organization to 
hold Iraq accountable for unaccounted weapons of mass destruction and readmit weapons 
inspectors. Over the next six months the Unit .. -d Nations passed its sixteenth resolution 
(UN Resolution 1441) in eleven years concerning Iraq and inspectors returned to Iraq. 
However. Chief Weapons Inspector Hans Blix continued to find Iraq in .. material breech" 
of UN resolutions. On 5 February 2003. Secretary of State Colin Powell addressed the 
UN and made the case to the international community for continued pressure against 
Jrao-under the threat of war. 7 

(b)(1) 

6 Timeline (U), "Operation Iraqi Freedom Chronology, .. Airman. June 2003 • .s.Q 
J.Ql; Timelinc (U) ... Iraq Timeline: July J 6, 1979 to January 31. 2004." Guardian 
Unlimited. 2004. SO 102. 

7 See Note Above. 
1 Msg (SIDECL X4), ACC/CAT to 12AF/CC. et al, "OEF DEPORD 1778 {U)," 

120530Z Jan 03, filed as SO 11·67, 49 FW Jan-Dec 03 Hist. 
9 /hid. 
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(b)(1) 

(U) ..-,Ensuring the myriad of tasks needed to accomplish the deployment took place. 
the 49 FW's Installation Deployment Officer. Capt Anthony J. Mullinax. held a 
deployment concept briefing I (b)(1) I 

(b)(1) 

(U) fJIIf Less than a week after the aircraft deployment order. ACC issued an Atr 
Tasking Order outlining the movement I (b)(1) I 

(b)(1) 

10 Msg (S/DECL X4). ACC/CAT to 12AF/CC. et al ... DEPORD 36C (U).-
232224Z Jan 03. filed as SO 11-68. 49 FW Jan-Dec 03 Hist. 

11 Brfg (S/DECL X4). 49FW/IOO. "Operation Enduring freedom (U):· 27 Jan 
03 ... filed as SO 11-77.49 FW Jan-Dec 03 Hist: Rpt (fOUO). 49 FW. "DSOE 
Processing/Recap Report;• 28 Jan 03. tiled as SO 11-78. 49 FW Jan-Dec 03 Hist.: Notes 
(SIOECL X4). 49FW/BS ... BattlestaffMeeting Notes (U);· 28 Jan-S Feb 03. filed as SO 
11-74, 49 FW Jan-Dec 03 Hist. 

12 Msg (SIDECL X4), ACC/AODX to 49FW/CC. ··coronet East 084 Air Tasking 
Order (U).'' 18 J 531 Z Jan 03, filed as SO 11-70, 49 FW Jan-Dec 03 Hist; Msg (S/DECL 
X4). ACC/AOS to 8FS/CC ... Coronet East 084 Air Tasking Order. Change 3 (U)." 
10135SZ Feb 03. filed as SO 11-71.49 FW Jan-Dec 03 Hist; Msg (S/DECL X4). 
ACCIAOS to 8FS/CC ... Comnct r:'ast 084 Air Tasking Order. Change I (U):· 022030Z 
Feb 03. filed a.1 SD 11-72. 49 FW Jan-Dec 03 I list: .Brfg (S/DECL X4 ). 8EFS. "Opcr.1tion 
Iraqi fi'\.'C..-dom. 20 Mar-3 Apr 03 (U) ;· n.d .. filed as SD 11-73.49 FW Jan-D'--c 03 I list; 
Notes (S/DECL X4). 49FW/BS. "BaulesulfTMceting Notes (U):· 28 Jan-S fl.!b 03.lilcd 
as SO 11-74.49 FW Jan-Dec 03 Hist: Slides (S/DECL X4). 49FW/BS ... Battle Staff 
Meeting Slides (U);· 23 Jan-5 Feb 03. filed as SO Jl. 75. 49 FW Jan-0'-'C 03 llist: Email 
(S/DECL X4).'49FW/CP to Lt Col J Pc:chincy. 490SS/IN ... AircraO SLIP." 2 Feb 03. 
filed as SO 11-76. 49 FW Jan-Di.-c 03 lfist. 



EF9ue, TABLE J: DEPLOYED TAIL NU"IBERS 

TAIL NUMBER DATE OF ARRIVAL 
80-789 7 Feb03 
81-794 6 Feb03 
81-799 6 Feb03 
82-800 6 Feb03 
85-814 6 Feb03 
85-816 11 Feb 03 
85-818 7 Feb 03 
85-819 6 Feb 03 
85-824 (l Feb 03 
85-825 6 Fcb.03 
85-834 7Fcb03 
87-842 6 Feb03 

SOURCE: Chart (FOUO). 490SS ... Weekly Equ1pment Utali:1.ation and Maintenance 
Schedule ••• 16 Feb OJ. til~-d as SO 11-69. 49 FW Jan-0..-c 03 I list. 

{U) Rcnecting on the deployment from llolloman AFB. one pilot wrote: u 
(U) The night we deployed our aircraft. all of us were overwhelmed by 
those who were there to see us off. The support from our sister squadron 
was unparalleled. As their entire squadron and their maintenance 
counterpart worked 24 hours a day for three straight days to provide us 
with the best F-117As to take into the impending battle. we we.re able to 
focus our thoughts on our families and loved ones in preparation for our 
caiJ to duty. As both my crew chiefs helped me strap into their aircraft as I 
prepared to take it to war, AIC Thomas Cook wished me .. Good luck. sir" 
and SSgt Paul Wyatt said "Be safe. sir and hurry back. Now go make 
history." Their comments and actions conveyed their pride in what they 
do. And I was just as proud of them. 

(lJ) My first sight u.o; I taxi"-d tlut of the: hangar was that or an cntirc row of 
maintenance troops li~-d up in fonnation along the: canyon tu.xiway. As I 
taxied by. they all saluted in unison and beamed with pride. The highest 
rank I saw out there was Staff Sergeant. I taxied by knowing I was sitting 
in the: best product they had to otTer. Our launch that night was tirst class. 

(U) Fu~-r down the canyon. our spouses and families lined the left side 
of the taxiway. Amidst the group of proud waves and blowing kisses. all 
of us focused on those who mean the most to us. Intently searching to 
make that one last eye contact that would have to last each of us for 
months. Emotions ran high on both sides of the cockpit glass. 

13 Ltr (U). Cruiser ... A fighter pilot's goodbye." Desert Eagle. 2 Apr 03. filed as 
SO 11-79. 49 FW Jan-Dec 03 Hist. 
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(U) The next salute was from a .. Pauon-csquc .. Colonclllunt. standing all 
alone at attention in front of his staff car. As we lefl the lit canyon area. 
his long proud unwavering !lnlute gent us ofT to battle as if to !laY .. Do welt 
men. and return home safe". 

(U) Rounding the comer to the runway. we taxied by Colonel Treadway 
and Colonel Papp and their wiv1.-s. Both saluted with almost a fatherly 
look that convey~o.-d the mc:t..'IDge of .. go forth and do what you arc trained 
to do·· mix1.-d with a look of ··1 would do anything to be there with you". 
The four of them followed us to the runway. where Col Treadway spoke to 
each pilot individually through the headset. personally launching us on our 
journey. 

(U) As we took the runway and blasted otT into the night. I saw the flash 
of the cameras and felt the weight of the stares of all the friends and 
families gathered there to see us off into the darkness. I could sense our 
loved one's thoughts and prayers as we disappeared from sight. It is those 
thoughts and prayers that I ask from all of you now. 

(U) In contrast to the emotions of a deploying pilot w1.-rc the sentiments of a 

former F-117 A pilot serving a.'> an Air Force Recruiting Squadron Commander. In a 

series of motivational messages to his troops. he wrote the email below atler the first 

attack on Baghdad: 14 · 

(U) I'm feeling a bit odd and queer. kinda strange today ... a little out of 
sons ... can't nail it down. the emotions and dHTercnl son of anxiety 
within ... when I watched the news late last night and listen~.-d to reports of 
.. Back to Baghdad.. with first wave of cruise missiles and F-
1 17As.,.hum ... you know. the two major wars since Vietnam. Desert 
Storm and Allied Force. I was at the tip of the tip of the opemtional push­
I was in an F-117 A on the first night of Desert Storm in Iraq and I was in 
the last wave the last night of Desert Storm - J was in an F-117 A the first 
wave the first night ofAllied Force .. .if I was in the F-1 I 7 A program right 
now I'd have been among those F-1 17As last night; yet. I could not be 
more proud to be where I am now and doing what I'm doing now ... part of 
my heart and spirit is with those phenomenal professional warfighters in 
the Middle East. right there with them on the flight line. in the cockpit, in 
the life suppol1 shop. in the "war room." in the command post. in the in tel 
shop. targeting shop. planning cell ... taking care of everyone. looking over 
everything. making sure all is well: still. AI. I.. of me is here with all of you 
and that's ok- they'll be uJJ right over there ... they're gunna lick ·em and 
they're gonna do it right. And don't forget where they ull came from .... 

1~ Email (U). Lt Col D Zelko to 368RCS All. "update to an Early Thanks ... 20 
Mar 03. tiled as SO Jl-80. 49 FW Jan-Dec 03 I fist. 
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DECAPITATION STRIKE 

(U) As the sun began to rise over Baghdad at OSJOL on 20 March 2003. Lt Col 

Dave Toomey and Maj Mark Hoehn released two EGBU-27s each from their F-117 As on 

a bunker at Dora Farms. a compound near the Tigris River. Intelligence led American 

military leadership to believe they had discovered the hiding place of Saddam Hussein. 

With only four hours notice from mission preparation to bombs-on-target. the F-117 As of 

the 8th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron launched the opening shot of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. 1 ~ 

(U) Major llinotc served a key mle in the opcrotional planning of the F-1 I 7 As as 

the liaison otliccr lo the Cumhirx."C.. Air Forces Component Commander at l,rim . ...: Sultan 

Air Base. Saudi Arabia. Although Majtll' llinote coordinatc.-d and re\"icwcd all of the F-
117 A missions during Operation frc~qi Frec.-dom. his cxpcnise was panicularly called 

upon for the 20 March 2003 decapitation strike. lie reflected: 16 

(U) I was in the cafeteria eating cookic.-s. We had a wonderful hak~r that 
could make the best chocolate. chip cookies. My day was kind of winding 
down. I went into the cafeteria and was watching the news. I was very 
interested in what was going on. One of my friends from targeting came in 
and said. they need you on the floor right away. I thought: oh no. We went 
back to the main headquarters building and we went to the combat 
operations floor. straight to the time sensitive targeting cell. 

(U) I walked in. looked at the computer screen. and the number one target 
said ··Possible location of Saddam. "I thought okay. this may be something 
of interest to everybody. We went ahead. looked at the situation. and the 
situation was such that we thought there was a bunker there at this place 
called Dora Farms. The F-117 had the penetrating bombs; that was going 
to he the F-1 17'sjoh. It made sense. bc."Cause the F-1 17 had the ability to 
penetrate the Iraqi defens..-s. We knew we were going to probably u.o;c 
cruise missilc.-s to be able to take out some of the surface buildings. just lo 
make sure the target wa.oc not in the other buildings. 

(U} We had to start to get the unit ready. One of my friends called up. got 
thc.-m ready. and I tronsmiucd as much of the information as I could at the 
time. Some of the information ahoul the location. the coordinates we 
would want the bombs to fall on. We told them to get ready as quick as 
you can. General Moseley may sign the ex"'-cute order within an hour. That 
was about 01 30 in the morning. local time. Baghdad time. 

1 ~ Interview (U). TSgt T Berling. 49FWIHO. with Lt C~l D Toomey. 8FS/CC. 
··Interview with Col Toomey;· 7 Aug 03. SD 98. 

16 lnterview (U). Lt Col C Hinote. 7 Sep 04 • .s12.21. 
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(U) After we got the unit on alert. got them working on loading up the 
weapons and getting the pilots ready to go. General Moseley called me up 
to his office. rn never forget what he said. he looked at me and said . 
.. Jiere is the answer that we owe the l're:;ident: can we do this mission. and 
if so what is the risk'r I can just remember for a split second thinking: 
wow. this is really going to happen. My answer. as best a.'> l could get it 
out. because J was quite nervous. the best that I could say to him: .. Sir. we 
can do this. but I think the risk is going to be pretty high... · 

(lJ) Quite frankly. General Moseley played a huge role in determining 
how we were going to attack. A gn.-at job as an operational commander. 
laying out the guidelines for the aircrcw and we came up wilh a great pJ.an. 
I was lucky just to be in the room. giving him some advice in what we 
could do with the F-1 17. After we diseussed that. J remember calling up 
somebody. and I learned later he was talking with General Myers in the 
situation room. He said. "Sir. we feel like we can do this. The risk is 
probably going to be high." Everyone was of the mindset that we were 
going to press with this. 

(U) At the 8th Expeditionary Fighrer Squadron in Qatar. Colonel Toomey 

and his group condensed a normal twelve hours of mission planning into two 

hours. Coloncl Toomey staled: 17 

(ll) It tak4."S about two hours to fly from AI Udcid to lJaghdad. so that 
meant we had to have the airplanes in the air at 0330 in the morning. It 
was now about quarter to two in the morning and we hadn • t even started 
mission plan. yet. For the F-117. we typically planned. it took us. around 
12 hours is what we like to plan a whole day. We had about an hour to 
plan it all out. So we had a quick huddle with maintenance folks. mission 
planning folks. our intcl folks. our weapons folks. and we said ... O.K .• 
here· s all the things that we need to do to g4.1 these jets ofT the ground by 
0330 in the morning." When you looked at the threat map. it was a pretty 
dense threat array on the order of SO surface-to-air missiles and over 200 
AAA sites that surrounded the area. · 

(U) [At) about probably 3:10 in the morning. the light truck comes flying 
down the flight line. and the guys jump out with the mission planning 
materials. they stick those little data transfer modules into the bomb. they 
come up the ladder and they say, "O.K., here's your photo. here's your 
route. and here's your mission planning materials. see ya." Close the 
canopy. start up the jets. plug in the mission planning materials ... 

17 Interview (U). TSgt T Berling. 49FW/JIO. with Lt ColD Toomey. 8FS/CC. 
"Interview with Col Toomey;· 7 Aug 03. SO 98. 
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(U) Normally. you a get a mission route that takes you all the way from 
beginning to end. so you know where you arc going. In this case. we had a 
route that took us from AI Udeid to Kuwait and then ended there. and then 
we had a route that took you from about 40 miles out of Baghdad. and 
back out again and ended there. They weren't connected and there was 
nothing in between. so you basically get to create. you go find your tanker. 
go find your first point and come back out. So there is a little bit of 
airmanship involved to kind of keep all that straight. 

(U) Back at Combined Air Operations Center. Major Hinote continued to 

tie together the COOrdination needed tO make the Strike 8 SUCCess: Ill 

(U) I know pei'SQnaUy of National Guardsmen. Reserves. Air Force. Navy. 
Army. and Marine Corps people who were all invol\''--d in that strike. You 
wouldn't think that we could all Wtlrk together so wdl if you listen to all 
the papers about how we always light. Quite honestly. it was a great team 
effort to make that first strike happen. We honestly thought. maybe it 
would shorten the war. We wanted to save lives and we though\ this wos 
the way to start. rm sure that is what the presidcnl was thinking when he 
gave the execute order that came down about an hour later. General 
Moseley looked at me and said -we arc going to go. let them know.·· 

(U) Colonel Toomey described the flight from Qatar to Baghdad: 19 

(U) We launched the jets around 3:30 in the morning. We didn't tell 
anybody what we were doing. we didn't talk to anybody. we took otT. and 
we flew .. stealthed up" all the way up to Kuwait. When we got on radio in 
Kuwait. we said. ''This is Ram One. we are looking for a tanker,'' and they 
said ... Ram One. you are our number one priority mission." and they gave 
us a tanker and it happened to be a KC-135. In the meantime. we were still 
getting approval for the time over target of 0530. they came back and said 
"you are approved for no later than 5:30 TOT.·· Sunrise in Baghdad was 
6:03. so it is starting to get light out. now. which is not conducive to flying 
F-117s o\'Cr Iraq. We got on the tanker. and there were two F-16CJs on the 
tanker. and we were getting our gas and they asked us, "DtlCs unytxxly 
know where this mission is going'r All they knew was to be there - no 
one told them where they were going. So I got them on a secure radio. and 
I said ... O.K .. here is the plan that I'm going to push in from. here arc my 
target coordinates. here's where we are coming out and here is the time.'' 
and we gave it to them. and you could sec the little question marks and 
they finally rcali7..cd where it is that we are going. We had the same thing 

11 Interview (U). Lt Col C Hinote. 7 Sep 04. SD 97. 
19 Interview (U). TSgt T Berling. 49FW/HO. with Lt Col D Toomey. 8FS/CC. 

"Interview with Col Toomey:· 7 Aug 03. SD 98. 
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happen when we had three EA-68 jammers come in. And they said the 
same thing: .. Does anybody know exactly ...... and we gave them. once 
again. '"here's the push points. here's the time over target. here's the target 
coordinates. and we're going." As it was. we had to take .the tanker and 
everybody into Iraq because we were running out of time. so we took the 
tanker and the whole gaggle into Iraq. Then. we jumped otT the tanker. re­
stealthed up the F- I 17s. the F-16s and the EA-6s lctl. and rhc tanker 
turnc.-d around and w~o.-nt home. We were the seven airplan...-s in Iraq. 

(tJ) With the F -117 As on the route to the target. the planners at the ct1mbined air 

operations cent'-'r could do little but wait. Major llinotc remembered:!" 

(U) Aller they got their gas and pushed nonh. we knew where they were. I 
went up into the battle cab, where General Moseley supervises operations: 
we were just sitting around the table. That was lonely at the time. there 
was nothing more we could do. They were going to sink or swim on their 
own. At this point we had done eve'rything we could. I remember being 
very nervous and anxious. By that time. I knew the pilots that were flying. 
I kneW they were two pilots that lived near me. I knew their wives; I knew 
their kids. I just had this picture in my mind of the worst thing that could 
happen and [having to] let them know their husbands weren't coming 
home. J was nervous and so was everyone else around me. I can remember 
that General Moseley sensed the nervousness in the room. He came up to 
me and said: ''Don't worry. they arc going to make it. you watch." That is 
all he n<.'\.-dt..-d to say. It really help4.td me. 

(U) Colonel Toomey described the actual placing of the bombs-on-rarger:21 

(U) The attack. itself. took us to the cast and W4.'St borders of Iraq and the 
city of Baghdad. then we criss-crossed over the target. came back out. 
both airplanes hit the target: we put l(,ur 2.000 pound bombs on an 
und<.-rground bunker. and then about three minutes later. somewhere on the 
order of 40 tomahawk cruise missiles came in and destroyed everything 
above ground. We came over the target at 5:30. it was relatively light out. 
You could pretty much see the ground. Luckily. there was a low deck of 
clouds that obscured the city. That was the good news for us because they 
couldn't see up through the clouds. The bad news would have been. a year 
ago. when we didn't have these enhanced GBU-27s. we would not have 
been able to drop, because we couldn't see the target. And. therefore. we 
couldn't laze the bomb in. This time we could drop the satellite bombs 
through the weather, so we dropped all four through the weather on that 

20 Interview (U). Lt Col. C Hinote. 7 Scp 04, Sf) 97. 
21 Interview (lJ). TSgt T Berling. 49FW /I 10. with Lt Col D Toomey. 8FS/('(' . 

.. Interview with Col Toomey."' 7 Aug 03. S() 98. 
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target and egressed back out. And we were probably the only ones in Iraq 
coming back out- everybody else had already left 

( U) With the F -117 As completing their mission. Major IIi note and others stood 

by waiting for the news:22 

(U) We tried to figure out which TV station would carry the bomb blast 
first. We had TVs in the battle cab lining the walls and we tuned those to 
the different news stations we could pick up. I distinctly remember. the 
time over target was 0530L Baghdad time. which was around 2130L in the 
US. which was right on Larry King for CNN and they went to a 
commerciaL We were watching SkyNews from Britain. They were the 
first to say there was a big explosion in southern Baghdad. That is how we 
knew they made it through and bad gotten the bombs off. At least we 
knew the bombs bad exploded. We didn't know where. They did a great 
job of getting in and getting out. 

(lJ) Colonel Toomey dcscrib..-d the return to Qatar:2
.l 

(lJ) We landed. ta.~ied back in. there were two S\.-curity cops down at the 
side of the runway. saluting me. and I thought that was kind of hot. I pull 
around the comer in the sunshelters. because you couldn·a see in there. 
they were bermed by sand. and there was just a sea of desert BDUs and 
people scn:arning and yelling._ And we pulled these two jets in. lowered 
the weapons bays. and all the bombs are gone. That was it. We made it 
back home and that was the first shot of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

(U) This high profile first night strike marked the first-ever operational · 

employment of EGBU-27s by the F-117 A. ln addition to using the munitions .for the first 

time against communication nodes and command bunkers in Baghdad. the 8th 

Expeditionary Fighter Squadron made the first-ever operational dual door 8nd d!l&l target 

delivery with the EGBU-27. Colonel Toomey cxplained:24 

(U) One of the interesting things about this deployment was a new weapon 
that came on-line called the enhanced GBU-27. the EGBU-27. It is a 
satellite guided bomb. as well as a laser guided bomb. and that· s the first 
time it was employed off of the F-117. Up until that point. we had never 
dropped an EGBU-27 and we did not cvcn have all the technical orders for 
EGUlJ-27s. We did not ha,·e approval to dn.lp two of them at one time. not 
even to mention we did not have approval to drop two on one target. 
simultaneously. which is what we needed to do. So that same day. earlier. 
the CTF [Combined Test Force] test folks. out in Palmdale. flew a jet out 

22 Interview (U). Lt Col C llinote. 7 Scp 04. Sl> 97. 
2
' Interview (U). TSgt T Berling. 49FW/HO. with Lt Col 0 Toomey. 8FS/CC. 

"Interview with Col Toomey.'' 7 Aug 03. sp 98. 
24 /hid. 
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to Utah and dropped two of these things. and called us up and said. "Yeah. 
it worked... and we said, .. Good... We didn't know that night we were 
going to go and drop four of them. So, we just [received} approval that 
day, it was actually a neat work up between the 49th Fighter Wing. the 
Test Detachment that is here fat Holloman AFB]that does the testing that 
is a.~signcd to Eglin. and the CTF which docs the developmental work for 
us. A lot of things happened at the right time to make that happen. 

COMBAT MISSIONS 

(b)(1) 

(U) The F-117 As struck a variety of targets during the IS days of precision 

attacks. Major Hinote provided an example of the effect of the F -117 A strikes:
26 

(U) We had targeted a communications node. which is one of the things 
we wanted to do fin order tol cut the regime otT from forces outside of 
Baghdad. We didn't want them to be able to command their forces or even 
give them any hope if they were still alh·e. We wunted to cut that 
conn'--ction. So. one of the things we did was to cut oil' the phone lines. 
There was one night the f.JJ7s targeted a phone switch yard. a building 
with a bunch of switches. The next day I watched the news reports when a 
reporter went to that switch building and documented how much damage 
had ~'Cn done. It look"-d mangk-d. it look'--d horrible. But. next door was 
unhurt. All of the Iraqis came out to look at the damage. They would not 
have done that if they thought we were raining bombs all over Baghdad. 
They knew we weren't targeting them and they knew they"d be safe even 
to come all the way up to the building and look at it. That made me feel 
really good that maybe we are getting our point across. that we are not 
trying to hit the civilians or the Iraqi population. Our quarrel was nol with 
them our quarrel was with the Iraqi leadership and they will not be there 
very much longer. 

2' Extract (SINF/DECL X4). 8FS. [OIF Lessons Learned (U)] n.d .• filed as SO 11-
81.49 FW Jan-Dec 03 Hist. 

26 Interview (lJ). Ll Col C J Jinole. 7 S4!p ~. Sf) 97. 
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(U) Colonel Toomey described the tlexibility of the f.J 17As in Operation Iraqi 

Freedom. This capability demonstrated a fundamental shift [see the quote at the top of 

page four] in how the F-117 A was employed in combat. 27 

(U) We new numerous missions throughout Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
Some of the other things we did for the lirst time: we put airplanes on 30 
minute alert. with pilots briefed up. all wearing their gear and ready to go 
and then we got phone calls and then we launehed the jets and we hit 
targets. We also had guys do time-critical targeting. time-sensitive 
targeting where they were re-tasked in the air. they were flying up to 
Baghdad thinking they were going to hit one target and they got a call · 
saying ... Hey. you're going to ·hit this other target" And they got re-rolled 
in air- another big one for us. 

(U) Table 2 provides a summary of the daily combat missions flown by the 8th 

Expeditionary Fighter Squadron. Further analyses and summaries arc provided in 

Appendices A through D at the end of this study. 

(b)(1) 

27 1ntcr\'it.:w (lJ). TSgt T Berling. 49FW/Il0. with Lt ColD Toomey. 8FS/CC • 
.. Interview with Col Toomey.·· 1 Aug 03. Sf) 98. 

211 Rpt (S/REL REL USA. AUS. CAN AND OBR/DECL XJ). 8EFS/IN. [RAMM 
01 MISREP (U)). 200638Z MAROJ. Sf> 001: Rpt (S/REL REL USA. AUS. CAN AND 
OBR/DECL XJ). 8EFS/JN. (RAMM 02 MISREP (lJ)J. 200615ZMAROJ. SD 002. 

29 Rpt (S/NF/DECL XJ). 8EFS/IN. (BIMBO 41 MISREP (lJ)) 212236ZMAR03. 
SO 003: Rpt(S/NF/DECL X3). 8EFS/JN. (BIMBO 42 MISREP (U)] 210044Z MAR 03. 
sp 004: Rpt (S/NF/DECL X3). 8EFS/IN. [NODDER43 MISREP (U)] 21224SZ MAR 

SI3@RI3T 
16 



81!CIU3'f' 

(b)(1) 

03. SO 005; Rpt (S/NF/DECL XJ). 8EFS/IN. [NOOOER 44 MISREP (U)J 212051 Z 
MAR 03. SO 006: Rpt (SINF/DECL XJ). 8EFS/IN. [ZELDA 45 MISREP (U)) 2J20S2Z 
MAR 03. SO 007: Rpt (SINF/DECL X3). 8EFS/IN. [MINX 47 MIS REP (U) 2100 I SZ 
MAR 03. SO 008; Rpt (SINF/OECL X3). 8EFS/IN.{MINX 48 MISREP (U)] 2J2030Z 
MAR 03. SO 009; Rpt (S/NF/DECL X3). 8EFS/IN. (RAMADA S I MISREP (U)] 
21 0006Z MAR 03. SO 0 I 0. 

30 Rpt (SINF/DECL X I). 8EFS/IN. [ICEAGE 41 MIS REP (U)).22 I 740Z MAR 
03, SO OJ I; Rpt (SINF/DECL Xl). 8EFSIIN.[JCEAGE 42 MISREP (U)J 222015Z MAR 
03. SO 012: Rpt(S/NFIOECL XI). 8EFS/IN. [ICEAGE 421NTREP MISREP (U)] 
222314Z MAR 03. SD 013: Rpt (S/NF/OECL XI). 8EFS/IN. [POTENT 43 MISREP 
(lJ)J 222434Z MAR 03. Sf> 014: Rpt (S/NFIOECI. X I). 8EFS/IN. I J>OTENT 44 
MIS REP (lJ)) 221930Z MAR 03. Sl> C)J s~ Rpt (SINF/OECL X I). 8EFSIIN. IICEAGE 45 
MISREP (U)J 221740Z MAR 03, Sf> 0 J 6; Rpt (S/NF/DECL X J ). 8EFS/IN. llCEAGE 46 
MIS REP (U)] 222045Z MAR 03. SO OJ 7; Rpt (S/NF/OECL X I). 8EFS/JN. (POTENT 
47 MISREP (U}]222030Z MAR 03. SO 018: Rpt (SINF/OECL XI). 8EFS/IN. 
[POTENT 48 MISREP (U)) 22203SZ MAR 03. Sl> 019: Rpt (S/NF/OECL XI). 
8EFS/JN. tpOTENT 47 INTREP MISREP (U)J 230020Z MAR 03. SD 020: Rpt 
(S/NF/OECL X I). 8EFS/JN.fPOTENT 48 INTREP MIS REP (U)) 230045Z MAR 03. 
sp 021. 

31 Rpt (SINF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. [HOIST 41 MISREP (U)J 23234SZ MAR 03. 
SO 022; Rpt (SINF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. [HOIST 42 MISREP (U)) 230610Z MAR 03. 
SO 023; Rpt (SINFIPECL Xl ). 8EFS/IN. [HOIST 51 MISREP {U)J 23034SZ MAR 03. 
SP 024; Rpt (SINF/DECL X 1 ). 8EFS/IN. [HOIST 52 MIS REP (U)] 230620Z MAR 03. 
SO 025; Rpt (SINF/OECL Xl). 8EFS/IN. [ORGAN 43 MISREP (U)] 230620Z MAR 03. 
SO 02§; Rpt (SINF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. [ORGAN 44 MISREP (U)]230440Z MAR 03. 
SO 027; Rpt (SINF/DECL XI). 8EFSIJN. [ORGAN 53 MISREP (U)] 230600Z MAR OJ. 
SO 028; Rpt (SINF/DECL Xl). 8EFS/IN, [ORGAN 54 MISREP (U)) 2306SOZ MAR 03, 
sp 029: 

Sf!CRST 
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32 Rpt (S/NF/OECL X I). 8EFSnN. [WHISK 45 MIS REP (U))240130Z MAR 03. 
SO 030; Rpt (S/NF/OECL XI). 8EFS/JN. [WHISK 46 MISREP (U)] 240100Z MAR 03. 
SO 03 I; Rpt (SINF/OECL X 1 ). 8EFS/IN. [WHISK 47 MISREP (U)J 232326Z MAR 03. 
SO 032; Rpt (S/NF/OECL XI). 8EFS/IN, [WHISK 48 MIS REP {U)] 230031 Z MAR 03. 
50033; Rpt (SINFIOECL Xl ). 8EFS/IN. [POSSE 41 MIS REP {U)] 2403 I I Z MAR 03. 
SO 034; Rpt (SINF/OECL XI). 8EFSIIN. [POSSE 42 MISREP (U)]240326Z MAR 03. 
SD 03S; Rpt (SINF/OECL XJ ). 8EFS/IN. (POSSE 43 MfSREP·(U)] 240330Z MAR 03. 
SD OJ~; Rpt (SINFIOECL XI). 8EFS/IN. fPOSSE 44 MISREP (lJ)}240530Z MAR 03. 
SD0)7. . 

. n Rpt (S/Nf/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN.IIIEIST 45 MISREP (lJ)) 250430Z MAR 03. 
Sl> 038: Rpt (SINF/OECL XI). 8EFS/IN. [I lEIST 46 MISREP (U)j 2503S4Z MAR 03. 
SO 039; Rpt (S/NF/OECL XI). 8EFS/IN. [HEIST 47 MJSREP (U)] 2S030354Z MAR 
OJ. SD 040: Rpt (SINFIDECL XI). 8EFS/IN. fiiEIST 48 MISREP (U)] 240S30Z MAR 
03. SD 041: Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EfS/1N.jfiEIST 41 MISREJ, (lJ)J 24J220ZMAR 
03. SD 042: Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN.fiiEIST 42 MISREP (U)J2423SSZ MAR 
03. S() 043: Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN.fiiEIST 43 MISREP (U)} 250008Z MAR 

888R8'f 
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03. SO 044; Rpt (SINF/OECL XI). 8EFS/IN.IIIEIST 44 MISREP (lJ)J 241220Z MAR 
OJ. SO 045. 

·'" Sprcudslx.-ct (Sfl)ECL X4), 8 FS/IN. "Mission Track'-.,. (lJ) ... 24 Jul OJ. Sl) IUJ 
35 Rpt (SINFIOECL X I). 8EFSIIN. (SHINER 43 MIS REP (U)] 262225Z MAR 

03. SD046; Rpt(SINF/OECL XI). REFS/IN. [SHINER44 MISREP (U)) 2702JOZ MAR 
OJ. SO 047. Rpt (5/NF/OECL XI). 8EFS/IN. [TEMPER 45 MISREP (U)] 270210:1. 
MAR 03. SD 048: Rpt (SINF/OECL X I). 8EFS/IN.fTEMPER 46 MJSREP (U)) 
27021 SZ MAR OJ. SO 049. 

36 Rpt (SINF/OECL XI). 8EFS/IN. [WALDO 51 MISREP (U)) 280340Z MAR 
03. SO 050; Rpt (SINF/OECL X I). 8EFS/IN. [W ALOO 52 MIS REP (U)) 280405Z MAR 
OJ. SP OS I. 

37 Rpt (SINFIOECL XI). 8EFS/JN. (TEMPER 41 MISREP (U)] 282151Z MAR 
03. SO 052; Rpt.(SINF/OECL XI). 8EFS/IN, [TEMPER 42 MJSREP (U)] 28214SZ 
MAR 03. SO 053; Rpt (SINF/OECL XI). 8EFS/IN. [SHINER 43 MISREP (U)] 290012Z 
MAR 03, SO 054; Rpt (SINF/OECL Xl). 8EFS/IN. [SHINER 44 MISREJ> (U)] 282201Z 
MAR 03, SO 055. 

S8CR8't' 
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311 Rpt(S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN.(GJGOLO 41 MISREP (U)J300030Z MAR 
03. SO 056: Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. (GIGOLO 42 MISREP (l))J 300030Z 
MAR 03. SO 057; Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. [DRAMA 43 MISREP (U)] 292145Z 
MAR 03, sp 058; Rpt (S/Nf/DECL XI), 8EFS/IN. [DRAMA 44 MISREP (U)] 290050Z 
MAR 03, SO 059; Rpt (SINF/DECL X I), 8EFS/IN. (GIGOLO 45 MIS REP (U)) 
300lOOZ MAR 03, SP 060; Rpt (S/NFIOECL XJ). 8EFSIIN. [GIGOLO 46 MISREP 
(U}] 300030Z MAR 03. SP Q6l. 

39 Rpt (S/NFIOECL X 1 ), 8EFSIIN. [WALDO 45 MIS REP (U)] 31 0320Z MAR 
03, SO 062; Rpt (SINFIOECL XI). 8EFS/IN, [WALDO 46 MISREP (U)] 310335Z MAR 
03, SO 063; Rpt (SINF/DECL XI). 8EFS/lN, {GOBLIN 41 MJSREP (U}J 311159Z 
MAR 03. sp 024: Rpt (S/NFIOECL X I). 8EFS/IN. [GOBLIN 42 MIS REP (U}} 
302306Z MAR 03. Sl) 065: Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFSIIN. (GOBLIN 43 MISREP 
(U}) 30234SZ MA~ 03. Sl> OMl: Rpt (S/NF/OECI. XI), 8EFSIJN.fGOBLIN 44 
MISREP (U)J 30233SZMAR 03. Sl> 067; Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. (GOHUN 
47 MISREP (U)) 302300Z MAR 03. Sl> 068: Rpt (SINF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. 
[GOBLIN 48 MISREP (U)J 302340Z MAR 03. SO 069; Rpt (S/NF/DECL X I). 
8EFS/lN. [GOBLIN-S 1 MISREP (U}} 30231 SZ MAR 03. SO 07Q~ Rpt (S/NF/OECL 
XI). 8EFS/IN. (GOBLIN 52 MISREP (t)>J 3023SOZ MAR OJ. SD 071. 
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'"' Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFSIIN. rooBLIN 41 MISREP (U)J 312300Z MAR 
03. S() 072: Rpt (S/NF/OECL X I). 8EFS/IN.fGOBLJN 42 MJSREP (U)J l12309Z 
MAR 03. S[) 073: Rpt (S/Nf/DECI. X I). 8EFS/IN. (GOBLIN 4.5 MISREP (lJ)J 
312320Z MAR 03. SD 074: Rpt (S/Nt"II)ECL X l ). 8EFSIIN. !GOBLIN 46 MISREP 
(U)) 31231.5Z MAR 03. sp 075: Rpt (S/NF/DECL X I). 8EFS/JN.fTYRANT 43 
MIS REP (U)J 31 02.58Z MAR 03. sp 076; Rpt (S/NF/OECL X I). 8EFS/IN. (TYRANT · 
44 MISREP (U)] 010230Z MAR 03. SO 077: Rpt (S/NF/OECL Xl ). 8EFS/IN. 
[TYRANT 47 MIS REP (U)]31 MAR .03. sp 078: Rpt (S/NF/DECL X I). SEFS/IN. 
[TYRANT 48 MISREP (U)J 010026Z MAR 03. sp 07<>. 

'* 1 Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/1N.IJAYSEE 45 MISREP (U)J 020300Z APR 03. 
sp 080: Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFSIIN. [JAYSEE 46 MISREP (U)J 020315Z.APR 03. 
SD 081; Rpt (S/NF/OECL X I). 8EFS/IN. [TRUTH 41 MIS REP {U)] 020300Z APR 03. 
sp 082; Rpt (S/NF/OECL X I). 8EFS/IN. [TRUTH 42 MIS REP (U)) 023300Z APR 03. 
so 08J. 

42 Rpt (S/NF/DECL X I). 8EFS/IN, [TRUTH 41 MIS REP (U)} 022030Z APR 03. 
SO 084; Rpt (S/NF/OECL XI). 8EFS/JN. [TRUTH 41_2 MISREP (U)] 022200Z APR 
03. SO 085; Rpt {SINF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. [TRUTH 42 MJSREP (U)] 022015Z APR 
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(U) Looking back on Operation Iraqi Freedom. a sandstorm on 24 Murch 2003 
served as one of the turning points of the initial combat phase. While this storm 
eliminated visibility and brought Iraqi forces to a halt. allied forces used global 
positioning system (OPS) weapons, such as the EOBU-27. to strike known enemy 
positions. Major Hinote stated:44 

(U) I ·think the sandstorms probably hurt them more than they did us. 
Although at the time you heard all of these horrible reports that we were 
stopping, the air war is going terrible. the ground war has completely 
come to a halt. Generally. we used the sandstorm because we have OPS 
weapons and they don't. We were able to drop those OPS weapons 
through the sandstorm to cflt-ct things on the ground and of course they 
did not ha\'C. the same ability to do that to us. We hit them a lot during that 
sandstorm and I am \'cry glad I was not an Iraqi n .. .,ublican guard member 
on the ground underneath those OPS weapons. You would have never 
heard them. you would have never seen them. and all of su~den you'd see 
a huge explosion and you wouldn't know what hit you. The sandstorm. in 
some ways. was a blessing for us tx..-causc we were able to usc that and go 
directly after the Iraqis. 

03. SO 086; Rpt (SINF/OECL X I). SEFS/IN. [TRUTH 42_2 MISREP (U)) 02214SZ 
APR 03, SO 087; Rpt (SINF/OECL X I). 8EFS/IN. {NOBEL 43 MISREP (U)] 021930Z 
APR 03. SO 088; Rpt (SINF/OECL XI). 8EFS/IN. (NOBEL 43_2 MISREP (U)] 
022155Z APR 03, SO 089; Rpt (S/Nf/DECL XI). 8EFSIIN. [NOBEL 44 MISREP (U)] 
021940Z APR 03. SO 090: Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. [VAROE 47 MISREP (U)] 
022200Z APR 03. SO 091; Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/JN. [VAROE 48 MISREP (U)] 
022140Z APR 03, SO 092. 

0 Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI), 8EFS/IN, {TRUTH 41 MISREP (U)] 032116Z APR 03. 
SD 093; Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. (TRUTH 42 MISREP (U)) 032200Z APR 03. 
SP 094: Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. fNODEL 43 MISREP (U)J 032015Z APR 03. 
SD 095: Rpt (S/NF/DECL X I). 8EFS/IN. (NOBEL 44 MISREP (lJ)J 032 I OOZ APR 03. 
sp Ot)6. 

""Interview (U). Lt Col C Hinote. 7 Sep 04. SD 97. 
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MAINTENANCE 

(U) Making the operational mission possible. the 49th Maintenance Group 
deployed a team of lOS Airmen in a range of specialties from avionics to crew ehiefs to 
weapons specialists. The advanced echelon (ADVON) team left Holloman AFB on 29 
January. followed by the main body on 31 January. and the ESTA on 3 February. 
However, the EST A crew did not have a dedicated aircraft and were literally stranded at 
Moron until Captain Mullinax was able to get a C-17 diverted within Spain. from Rota to 
Moron. The lack of a dedicated EST A could have become a large problem if an F-117 A 
diverted for maintenance trouble half-way to the AOR.411 

(U) Another overall problem centered on not bringing enough or the appropriate 
parts to Qatar for usc in maintenance operations. Not only were the items in the War 
Reserve Supply Kit (WRSK) insuOicient for sustained combat c.lp:rations. but lJClting 
parts into the theater took between seven and 10 days. In one instance it took 28 days to 
get a part. I Lt Jose R. Martinez recommended that before deployment .. personnel from 
LRS. AMXS and MXS need to sit down and ligure out the problems for a particular 
AOR.-"" 

( U) This deployment marked the first time that F -117 As were not maintained in 
closed shelters during home station or combat operations. Instead. they parked under 
metal-roofed sunshad.es. This resulted in extra maintenance hours on the F-117 
windscreens and lower fuselage during Operation Iraqi Freedom to ensure the low 
observable characteristics of the F-117. Over the longer term. the penetration of blowing 
sand. dirt. and sunlight into thee radar absorbent material (RAM) could have impaired 
operations if they went on for a longer period. In fact. even a year after returning to 
Holloman AFB. some F·-'117As still had issues with sand in the RAM from Operation 

' ; 

Iraqi F:reedom. Lieutenant Martinez noted that the storage of F-117 As needs to be clearly 
established in writing. so the host base can be dir'-"Ctcd to find hangar space. llowcvcr. 
Colonel Toomey noted that the usc of the shelters "Shc.lwed our tlexibility and g&m! us 
more opponunity. ba."'--d on what was a\'ailablc at the airfield:· The: total cn<>n of the 
maintenance team is reflected in the mission capability statistics shown in Table 3.'" 

H Memo (U). 49AMXS/MXAA to 49AMXS/CC. "Trip Report for Operations 
Enduring and Iraqi Freedom." 2 Jul 03. tiled as SO 11-83. 49 FW Jan-Dec 03 Hi st. 

46/hid. 

47 !hid 

UNCLASSIFIED 
23 



UNCLASSIFIED 

(U) T,\81.£ 3: ()pJ:RATION IRAQI FRUDOM MAINTENANCE STATISTIC'S 

FEB MAR APR TOTAL 

SORTIES FLOWN 151 201 66 418 
HOURS FLOWN 404.4 604.2 355.7 1364.3 
ACC PROG SORTIE UTE RT 14.4 14.4 14.4 14.4 
ACT SORTIE UTE RATE 12.6 16.8 5.5 1.9 
SORTIES SCI IEDULED 164 203 66 433 
POSSESSED I lOURS 8064.0 8928.0 6048.0 23040.0 
MCHOURS 6161.1 6995.6 5566.1 18722.8 
MCRATE 76.4 78.4 92.0 8J.3 
FMC HOURS 6161.1 7108.5 5566.1 18835.7 
FMC RATE 76.4 79.6 92.0 81.8 
TNMCMHOURS 789.3 1192.2 152.9 2134.4 
TNMCMRATE 9.8 13.4 2.5 9.3 
TNMCSHOURS 1113.6 1159.2 339.1 2611.9 
TNMCSRATE 13.8 13.0 5.6 J 1.3 
NMCBHOURS 0.0 419.0 44.8 463.8 
NMCBRATE 0.0 4.7 0.7 2.0 
TOTALCANNS 0 8 I 9 
CANN RATE 0.0 4.0 l.S 2.2 
BREAKS 7 25 2 34 
BREAK RATE 4.6 12.4 3.0 8.1 
AIR ABORTS 0 0 0 0 
AIR ABORT RATE 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
GROUND ABORTS 12 II 2 25 
GROUND ABORT RATE 1.4 5.2 2.9 5.6 
TOTAL ABORTRATE 7.4 5.2 2.9 5.6 
REPEATS 0 I 0 l 
RECURS I 7 I 9 
REPEAT/RECUR RATE 2.4 8.5 9.1 6.8 

SOURCE: Spreadsheet (U). 490SS/OSOS. (Deployed Statistics] n.d., filed as SP 11-84, 
49 FW Jan-Dec 03 Hist. 

(U) Another potential long-term issue centered on the number of maintenance 
troops deployed. Although the amount sent in a reduced UTC worked for this operation. 
it may not have for a longer period. Local policies mandated 12-hour shifts/seven days a 
week. Coupled with a "light and lean·· UTC. emergency leaves. additional detail tnskin~,Js. 
and illnesses. the F-117 A maintenan~e npcrc~tinn had little flexibility. This proved 
especially true lor some shops that only had one individual from a sjlccilic specialty.·"' 

(U) Several individual eflorts contributed to the successful support ofthe F-117A 
combat operations. As an example. deployed Aerospace Ground Equipment (AGE) 

41 Memo (U). 49AMXS/MXAA to 49AMXS/CC. "Trip Report for Operations 
Enduring and Iraqi Freedom." 2 Jul 03. filed as SO 11-83. 49 FW Jan-Dec 03 Hist 
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technicians troubleshot and identified a tripped fault reset problem on the PD501 air­

conditioner. Capt Danny P. Maheux served as the deployed Munitions Flight Commander 

and managed over eight million pounds of munitions valued at more than S I billion. 

Survival equipment specialists such as TSgt Billy Mayfield and SrA Brett Bernhardt of 

the 49th Maintenance Squa4ron inspected and repacked 378 drag chutes. 99 of which 

were used in combat sorties. 
49 

ASSESSMENT 

(U) tfJ;lii'J Overall. the F-117's pcnormance durinll Operation Iraqi Fre"'-dom was 

assessed by wing and squadron leadership as "extremely successful.'1 (bM1) I 

(b)(1) 

(U) (8ttlf) Improvements in the F-li7A mission planning process over the last our 
years resulted in a smaller deployment. Secure communications between Holloman AFB 
and AI Udeid allowed the wing to conduct Rcachback mission planning from home 

station and not have to deploy as mat:'Y people or as much "'-quipmcnt.l (b)(1) I 

(b)(1) 

. 
49 Rpt (U). 49AMXS. "OIF/OEF Record of Significant Accomplishment." n.d .• 

tiled as SO ll-85. 49 FW Jan-Dec 03 Hist~ Rpt (U). 49MXS. "OIF/OEF Record of 
Significant Accomplishment: Yeggy. Buchanan. Archer. and Saleem" n.d .• tiled as SO fl. 
86.49 FW Jan-Dec 03 Hist; Rpt (U). 49MXS. "OIF/OEF Record of Significant 
Accomplishment: Maheux" n.d .. tiled as SO 11-87. 49 FW Jan-Dec 03 Hist: Rpt (U). 
49MXMF. "OIF/OEF Record of Significant Accomplishment" n.d .• filed as SO 11-88.49 
FW Jan-Dec 03 Hist. 

~ Rpt (S/NF/DECL X I), 8 FS. [OIF Lessons Learned] n.d .• tiled as SO 11-81. 49 
FW Jan-Dec 03 Hist. 



(b)(1) 

51 See Note SO; Brfg (S/DECL X4). 8EFS. ··operation Iraqi Freedom. 20 Mar-3 
Apr 03," n.d .• filed as SO U-72, 49 FW Jan-Dec 03 Hist. 

52 Brfg (S/DECL X4). 8EFS ... Operation Iraqi Freedom. 20 Mar-3 Apr 03." n.d .• 
tiled as SO 11-72. 49 FW Jan-Dec 03 Hist. 
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{U) CIIA.RT l: WEAPONS DROPPED 

: 
c~~~~+l41~~~~ 

Day ofWw 

(b)(1) 

$J Rpt (S/DECL Xl}. ACC/DRY. "Mission.EITectiveness Final Analysis: Air 
Force Surface to Air Missiles in Operation Iraqi Freedom:· 8 Jan 04. SD I 00. 

8~Cft~sp 
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$.1 Rpt (SINF/DECL X I). 8 FS. [OIF Lessons learned] n.d.'. filed as SO 11-81. 49. 
FW Jan-Dec 03 Hist. 

$~ Jhltl 

'"Ibid 

~'Interview (S/DECL XI and X4). MSgt 0 Henneman. 49FW/HO. with Col C 
Treadway. 49FW/CV. I Jul 04. (information used is U). Sl> 99. 

SI!Citl!'f' 
28 



UNCLASSIFIED 

(U) Our very smart majors had to convince Air Force leadership that it 
was only the result of extraordinary luck and valorous skill on the part of 
many of our pilots. in some of the worst weather. on some of the worst 
nights. that we had not had wrecks with a tanker-that we had not had 
mid-air collisions and not lost jets for the simple fact that we could have 
run into the tanker. Refueling on the tanker at night is the hardest thing 
this airplane did. We also found a way to modify the cockpits in a very 
cost friendly manner. ft wasn ·, going to be millions of dollars per airplane 
to modify the cockpit to be able to use night vision capability. We did it. 
we got it! The squadrons are up and functioning. That is something that 
has made us more viable. 

(lJ) Colonel Treadway explained addirional lc.-ssons learned:~• 

(U) This is also the lirst til'!lc that we dcployc.-d under the AEF lead wing 
concept. where. in this case. Seymour Johnson's leadership took over the 

·base and then Holloman plugged into their leadership. So. where as in the 
past. you might have sent the ops [opc:rationsJ grouP' commander or the 
maintenance Jiroup commander or cvc:n the wing commander from 
Holloman with the F-117s. in this case. we sent the squadron commander 
as the highest ranking individual. Then we all plugged into the lead wing· s 
leadership. There were some challenges with that. because you're trying to 
work with this agency that is not familiar with your airplane and the F-117 
has some unique requirements. Just access to the area. for example. the 
new maintenance group first shirt and chief. they want to go in and see the 
airplanes. Well. you have to have clearance to get in.and see the airplanes. 
Little things like that. But. for the most part. that worked out all right. 

(U) Other things, I think flexibility is probably the biggest one. You know. . 
we always say the key to airpower is flexibility. but I think the key to the 
F-117 staying a viable platform is flexibility of keeping airplanes outside. 
willing to accept higher risk and fly short notice mission. things like that. 
"illing to put airplanes on alert. willing to accept being rc-rollcd in the air. 
and those kinds of things arc a lot of things we did. tactically. that in the 
past. we did not do - we tried to do this time. os long ~ the risk made 
sense. And. I think it worked out beautifully. 

58 Interview (SIOECL X I and X4 ). MSgt G Henneman. 49FW /HO. with Col C 
Treadway, 49FW/CV, I Jul 04. (information used is U). SO 99. 
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(lJ) Colonel . Toomey provid'"-d an overall assessment of the future of th.: F· 
1 17A:~" 

(U) We are constantly evolving our capabilities to be of more usc. We arc: 
changing right now to be a better weapon in the war on tcm1rism. I am 
very excited about what the F-117 is doing. how we arc changing. to 
answer the president"s call as we did the first night of Iraqi Freedom. We 
nrc going to be a better aircraft in the next war than we were in this war. 
We are going to have better pilots. better training. and a better aircraft as 
far as capabilities go. I think we are going to have better weapons and I am 
really excited about all of it. 

REDEPLOYMENT 

(U) After completing their mission, the deployed F-1 I 7A team returned home 

during the second and third weeks of April 2003. Making for a very special homecoming. 

three Team Holloman members held their newborn babies for the first time when they 

returned home. After two and a half months of pictures via email. Capt. Alex Jernigan. 

(V) TSat Vnc holds his baby for the nnt tla~e. 

Tech. Sgt. Joseph Vest and Senior 

Airman Christopher Osterholrn. 

were introduced to their 

newborns. Captain Jernigan stated 

that while deployed he had new 
pictures of his son and family 

waiting for him each day at work. 

and that seeing his son for the first 

time was very exciting. According 

to Sergeant Vest the moment he 

held his newborn was a very 

special moment and nothing 

. could've prepared him for the first 
time. The newest dad of the 
group. Osterholm. stated he was 

overjoyed when he learned or his 
daughter's birth and that words 

couldn't describe: the way he felt 
when he first held her."" 

~~~Interview (U). TSgt T lkrling. 49FW/IIO. with Lt Col D Toomey. 8FS/CC. 
"Interview with Col Toomey.'' 7 Aug 03. Sl> 98. 

"''A I C V LaBoy. "Love at First Sight," Sunburst. page 8. 25 Apr ·oJ. filed as SO 
Jl-89, 49 FW Jan-Dec 03 Hist. 
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LIST OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

Rpt (SIRE I. REL lJSA. AlJS. CAN AND GBR!l>ECI. XJ ). KEFS/IN. I RAMM 0 I 
MISREP (U)J. 200638Z MAROJ 

Rpt (S/REL REL USA. AUS. CAN ANI> GBRIIJECI. X3). 8EFS/IN. (RAMM 02 
MISREP CU)f. 200615ZMAR03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL X3). 8EFSIIN.(BJM80 41 MISREP (tJ)I212236ZMAR03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XJ). 8EFS/IN. [BIMBO 42 MISREP (U)j210044Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL X3). 8EFS/IN.fNODDER 43 MISREP (U)) 212245Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL X3). 8EFS/IN. [NODDER 44 MISREP (U)J 2120.SJZ MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL X3). 8EFS/IN. [ZELDA 45 MISREP (lJ)J 212052Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XJ). 8EFS/IN.fMINX 47 MISREP(lJ) 210015Z MAR OJ 

Rpt (S/Nfii>ECI. X3). REFSIIN.IMINX 48 MISREP(li)J212030Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/Nfii>H'L XJ). KEFS/IN.(RAMAI>A 51 MISREP (11)J210006Z MAR OJ 

Rpt (S/NI:/DECL X I). 8EFS/IN. IICEAGE 41 MIS REP (U >I 221740Z MAR 03 

Rpl (S/NF/DECI. XI). REFS/IN. fiCEAGE 42 MISREP (lJ)J 22201 .SZ MAR 03 

Rpt (S/Nfii>ECL XI). 8EI-'S/IN.f1CEAGE 421NTREP MISREP (lJ)J 222314Z 
MAR OJ 

Rpt (SINf/DECt X l ). 8EFS/IN.tpon~NT 43 MISREP (lJ)I222434Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN.fPOTENT 44 MISREP (lJ)J 221930Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. (ICEAGE 45 MISREP (U)) 221 740Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/Nf/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN.fiCEAGE 46 MISREP (U)} 22204SZ MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL Xt ). SEFSIIN.IPOTENT 47 MISREP (U)] 222030Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). SEFSIIN. [POTENT 48 MISREP (U)J 22203SZ MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN.(POTENT 471NTREP MISREP (U)] 230020Z 
MAR03 

Rpt (SINFII>I~('I. XI ).IEFS/IN. (I»OTENT 481NTREP MISREP (tJ)J 230045Z 
MAR03 

Rpt (S/NF/I>ECl. XI). 8EFS/IN.fiiOIST 41 MISREP (ll)J 232345Z MAR 03. 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. liiOIST 42 MISREP(lJ)j 230610Z MAR 03 

Rpt (SINFII>ECL X I). IEFS/IN. JIIOIST 5 I MISREJ• tlJ)J 230345Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/I>ECL X I). KEFS/IN.JilOIST 52 MIS REI, (lJ)J 230620Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NI:I()ECL XI). 8EFS/IN.fORGAN 43 MISREJ, (l})I230620Z MAR 03 
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Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. [ORGAN 44 MISREP (U)I230440Z MAR OJ 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL X J ). 8EFS/IN. [ORGAN 53 MIS REP (lJ)j 230600Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECl. XI). 8EFS/IN.(ORGAN 54 MISREP (lJ)I230650Z MAR 03 

Rpt {SINF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN.fWIJISK 45 MISREP (ll)j 2401JOZ MAR OJ 

Rpt (S/NFII>ECL XI). 8EI:S/IN.IWIIISK 46 MISREJ• (lJ)J 240IOOZ MAR OJ 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). SEFS/IN.fWIIISK 47 MISREJ• (lJ)J23:!326Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN.fWIIISK 48 MISREI, (lJ)J 2JOOJIZ MAR OJ 

Rpt (S/NFII>ECL X l).lCEFS/lN. WOSSE 41 MISRI·:I, (lJ)I240311Z MAR 03 

Rpl (S/NFI()ECL X I). 8EFS/IN. WOSSE 42 MIS REP (U)j 240326Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/fN.(POSSE 43 MISREP (tJ)J2403JOZ MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. (POSSE 44 MISREP (U)) 240SJOZ MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL X I). 8EFS/IN. [I lElST 45 MISREP (lJ)) 250430Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/Nf/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN.fiiEIST 46 MISREP (lJ)J 250354Z MAR OJ 

Rpt (S/Nf/DECL X I). 8EFS/IN. CHEJST 47 MJSREP (U)J 25030354Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL X I). 8EFS/JN. {HEIST 48 MIS REP (U)J 240530Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). SEFS/IN. [HEIST 41 MISREP (lJ)1241220Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. (HEIST 42 MISREP (lJ)j242355Z MAR OJ 

Rpt (S/NF/I>ECI. XI). 8EFS/IN.fJIEJST 4J MISREP (tJ)J 250008Z MAR OJ 

Rpt (S/Nfii>ECI. XJ ). 8EFS/JN.JIIEIST 44 MISREP (lJ)J 24J220Z MAR OJ 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. (SIIINER 43 MISREP (lJ)J 2622257. MAR OJ 

Rpt (S/NF/DECI. X I). 8EFS/IN. lSI liNER 44 MISREI, ({ I)J 2702107. MAR OJ 

Rpt (SINFIJ>ECL XI). 8EFS/IN. (TEMPER 45 MISREP (U)J 2702JOZ MAR 03 

Rpt (S/Nf/DECL X I). 8EFS/IN.(TEMPER 46 MISREP (lJ)f 2702 I SZ MAR OJ 

Rpt (SINF/DECL XI). 8EFSIIN. {WALDO Sl MlSREP (lJ)J 280340Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFSIIN.(WALDO 52 MfSREP (U)J 280405Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/Nf/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. (TEMPER 41 MISREP (U)) 282151Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/Nf/DECL X)). 8EFS/JN.fTEMPER 42 MfSREP (U)J 282145Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFSIIN. [SIIINER 43 MISREP (U)) 290012Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/Nf/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. [SHINER 44 MISREP (U)) 282201Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. [GIGOLO 41 MISREP (U)f300030Z MAR OJ 

Rpt (S/NFIDECI. X I). 8EfS/IN.fGIGOI.O 42 MISREP (U)J JOOOJOZ MAR OJ 

Rpt (S/NI:IDECL XI). 8EFS/IN.fl>RAMA43 MlSREP (U)I29214SZ MAR 03 

Rpt (SINF/DECL XI). 8EFS/lN.(DRAMA 44 MISREP (lJ)J 290050Z MAR 03 
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Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). REFS/IN.fOIGOLO 45 MISREP (lJ)f JOOIOOZ MAR 03 

Rpt {SINF/DECL XI). REFS/IN. (GIGOL046 MISREP (U)] 300030Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). REFS/IN. [WALDO 4S MISREP (lJ)) 310320Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). REFSIIN.fWALDO 46 MISREP (ll)I310335Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. (GOBLIN 41 MISREP (U)j JIll 59Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL X I). 8EFS/IN. [GOBLIN 42 MIS REP (li)J302J06Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/I>ECL XI). REFS/IN.(CiOilUN 43 MISREP (lJ)J 30234SZ MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECI. XI). 8EFS/IN.f<iOBUN 44 MISREJ> (ll)l J02335Z MAR OJ 

Rpt (S/NFII>ECI. X I). 8EfS/IN.I<iOHUN -'1 MISREP ClJ)J J02300Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NFIOECI. X I). 8EFS/IN. fGOili.JN 48 MISREP (li)J 302340Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/l>ECI. X I). 8EFS/JN. (GOIJLIN S I MISREP (lJ)I 30231 SZ MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NI:I()ECI. XI). 8EI:S/IN. fGOBUN 52 MISREI, (U)J J02JSOZ MAR OJ 

Rpt (S/NF/I>ECI. XI). 8EfS/IN.((i01JI.IN 41 MISREP (lJ)J 3J2300Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). SEFS/IN. (GOBLIN 42 MISREP (U)J JI2309Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NFIOECL X I). SEFS/JN.IGOBLJN 45 MISREP (U)) 312320Z MAR OJ 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). SEFS/JN. (GOBLIN 46 MISREP {U)) 312315Z MAR OJ 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/JN. (TYRANT 4J MISREP (U)J 310258Z MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XJ ). 8EFS/IN. (TYRANT 44 MJSREP (U)J 010230Z MAR 03 

Rpt (SINF/DECL X I). 8EFS/IN, {TYRANT 47 MIS REP (U)J 31 MAR 03 

Rpt (S/NF/OECL XI). REFS/IN. (TYRANT 48 MISREP (lJ)j 010026Z MAR OJ 

Rpt (S/NFII>ECI. XI). HEFS/IN. (JAYSEE 45 MISREP (ll)j O:!OJOOZ APR OJ 

Rpt (S/Nfii>ECL X 1). HEFS/lN. (JA YSEE 46 MISREJ> (tl)J 0203 J SZ AI'R 03 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). SEFSnN. (TRUTH41 MISREP (lJ)f 020300Z APR OJ 

Rpt (S/NF/I>ECI. X I). 8EfS/IN. fTRlJTII 42 MISREP ( lJ)j 0233001. AI,R OJ 

Rpl (S/NFI()ECI. XI). REfS/IN. fTRUTII41 MISREP (tl)J 022030Z AI,R 03 

Rpt (S/NFII>ECI. XI ).IEFS/IN. fTRllTII41_2 MJSREf> (lJ)J 0222001. AI>R OJ 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XJ ). 8EFS/IN. (TRUTII42 MISREP (U)J 022015Z APR OJ 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. (TRUTII42_2 MISREP (U)J 022145Z APR OJ 

Rpt (SINF/DECL XJ ). 8EFSIIN. (NOBEL 43 MISREP (lJ)J 021930Z APR OJ 

Rpt (S/NF/OECL XI). SEFS/IN. [NOBEL 43_2 MISREP (U)J 022JSSZ APR OJ 

Rpt (SINF/OECL XI). 8EFS/IN. [NOBEL 44 MlSREP (lJ)I 021940Z APR OJ 

Rpt (S/NF/DECL XI). 8EFS/IN. [YARDE 47 MISREP (U)j 022200Z APR OJ 

Rpt (S/NF/OECI. XI). 8EFS/IN. (YARDE 48 MISREP (ll)J 0221401. AI>R 03 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

HQACC/A6 
180 Benedict Avenue, Suite 210 
Langley AFB VA 23665-1993 

Mr. Jeffrey Richelson 
401 S. Burnside Avenue, #8J 
Los Angeles CA 90036 

Dear Mr. Richelson 

HEADQUARTERS AIR COMBAT COMMAND 
LANGLEY AIR FORCE BASE, VIRGINIA 

MAR 0 8 20Ul 

This is in response to your 13 October 2009 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for a copy 
the 49th Fighter Wing History, Black Sheep Over Iraq for the 8th Fighter Squadron in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. 

Portions of the history are releasable and attached. The redacted portions are exempt from 
disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act, Title 5, United States Code, Section 552(b)(1) and 
Executive Order 13526, Section 1.4(a). Disclosure of this information could reasonably be expected to 
cause serious damage to national security. 

If you decide to appeal our partial denial decision, write to the Secretary of the Air Force within 60 
days from the date ofthis letter. If no appeal is received or if the appeal is postmarked after the 
conclusion of this 60-day period, the appeal may be considered closed. Include your reasons for 
reconsideration along with a copy of this Jetter. Mail to: 

Secretary of the Air Force 
Thru: HQ ACC/ A6CK (FOIA) 
180 Benedict Avenue, Suite 210 
Langley AFB VA 23665-1993 
acc.foia@acc.af.mil 

Department of Defense Regulation 5400.7 indicates fees be assessed for processing this request; 
however, the fees are waived in this instance. 

Sincerely 

Attachment: 
Releasable Record 

FOIA Case 2010-0292 


