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“"TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras—Just-a year| -

. . .. -ago, alLwas serene here in this lovely capi-
oL westalr wher;:,husa Jump th
., pin=turns “around T
.streets. Bardly a soldier was m sight,.about
the. loudest noise breaking the sleepy.moun-

L . tmnairwasacarbackﬁnng.a.n people-

A _ thronged downtown at night. -- -

- “Today, the tension is razor-sharp: Police’ ;S

~ uncover a new ferrorist hideout just about
: --every ‘week, “soldiers swarm the..city- and
i Z cause mammoth traffic. jams with roadside
checkpoints, tetephones used by anyone with

-~ sensitive information are.tapped, and.down-.

N " mwnxsdwertedaﬂ:erdark. -
. .;The sudden changes here illustrafe How :
s Honduras is fast turning into the new battle-
~ ™" ground:for-a regional war in Central Amer-
L .ica It-had:been mostly spared the political

-and * Guatemala. - Political -experts -figured

P o that Honduras didi’t have the same prob-|*

’

lems "as its neighbors because it doesn’t

{ _have the same lopsided. distribution of |

wealth -or history of repression. ,
Crucial Geography

It does have strategic position, however.
* Sandwiched among countries in turmoil,
| Honduras is being used more and more by
i the major players, the U.S. and Nicaragua.
v As 2 result, terrorism now afflicts its cities,
. and battles with leftists rage along two fron-
tiers. The.latest incident ended last Satur-
day, when leftist guerrillas, who.had cap-
tured Imore than 100 officials and business-
3 -.men-and=held some of them bosiage for

country after dropping their demands for
the release of 60 prisoners, ameng other
things. And as tension mounts, many here
fear that the U.S. and Cuban-backed Nicara-
gua -are sucking Honduras into & deadly
showdown from which it can only emerge 2

curb 1o take hair- | R
.+ cobblestoné |-

; 3 : violence-Tipping ‘through 'the area—a leftist i 2
o -~revolution in Nicaragua and the continuing |~
~batiles ugainst leftist rebels in El Salvador | :

; -eight ‘days in'San Pedro Sula, fiew put of the {*

loser. -
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/0 - army officer who is still very close to the
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X “Nthe saperpoward Rai Mght ouf thelr battles
‘waypm +53ys Larlos Roberto Reina; 4 po-

= itically moderate attorney, i 'but our. army |

- ..'.:.\xn’tstrnng'engxghm fight the Nicaraguans,
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S ] 2 for. la.rger aircraft and-itis beeﬂng.up Ats ] r;j
. *pmmh&r&'& the same time, it is.doing
little to:quash-mumors bf afimpending CIA<{* &
“backed - invasion * of sNicaragus,~which ‘the | tic
U.S. says is alding Salvadoran rebels and is |~
-% rying to ‘mfect_ me.aum*ewﬂun with the

el
‘g;-prsence and ‘allegedthreats of war 19 puild é

t‘up its .army -even -more’.and Lt4)*~11:51):.=.“'1m- '

distract attention -from its own growing po-

. Litical and economic )mblems Jhis brink- |
manship;sas many, see.dt;

war £ Qﬁ*““ 3

hemisphere,. after Haiti, and its eccmnmy P
= can il afford the effects of increased uncer-| -
.,\L't;iainty. <et alone.the increased expenses.of

; bankrolling-a war. Just as worrisomie is the -
effect of Héightened militarization.on the«"
" fledgling democratic government-that- toak o
over last January aﬁer a decade uf mﬂ.lta.ry -

Pacific Ocean

cause, they say, Honduras and the rest of
* Central America will never have peace with
the Sandinists’ Marxist government in
nearby ' Nicaragua. But military experts
here think that certain ranking officers also
are eager for battle because it would greatly
strengthen the army's hand. The civilian
government already is being hampered in
its efforts to find a political solution by the
army's race.to 'fortify borders.
“The higher up you go in this army, the
more conservative you get,” says a former

military. “And the guys at the top want a
war with U.S. help, because they aren't
- ready to go back to the barracks yet.”
~Like some other countries in this region,
Honduras has a history of on-again, off- | J
again military rule. In the 161 years since it
became independent from Spain, Honduras
has had 385 armed rebellions, 126 govern-|
ments and 16 constitutons. But unlike 1its: *
neighbors, this desolately beautiful country .
never cuitivated the greedy, land-grabbing |
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“owmers here,. of course, byt this Ohjo-sized
‘nation of 3.7.miilion le is's0 wiid and up-
derpopulated that Just about everyone hag'
remained poor. - Tl
- Therefore, there Wwasn't.the same violent
backlash by landowners hers as in Bl Salva-

omy Ininister,The other 1factor, he says, is

the development of trade unions, which are

-.4.|-&mong;the strongest in the region,..
¢S50, Honduras
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I seemed blessed; in -2 back. || this size. {An embassy insider says the de- |-
§ v‘:a.fg’sort of- way, wheubéhe Ui "tsl;;ted to /| Partments that have.increased the most are
“blow in-Central America, first with the ta7g | the Agency for International Development
‘Sandinist revolution in Nicaragua, then witp || 2nd r.he.(;eun-aluInteIhgan"ce Agency.) The 40
Eoca ating guerrilla wars in Bl Salvador and || U-S. military “trainers,” as th embassy
Guatemala_ John-Negroponte,-the ] .Siam | calls them, are supplemented Teguiarly with
or-here, says the generals then _extras, and-earlier this ‘year, their numbers.

] [ power looked the other. way. as guerriiias || Teached %—ar more than in El Salvador.
‘Deed Honduwras to transport guns anq-sup. || . But what really agitates the Sandinists is

# || plies to Bl Salvador from Nicaragua seers; | |-the rumor of an Impending fmvasion. It has
Sorders that he calls “Sieve-like” (the Sap ! | DeeD reported that President Reagan ap-|

{ || diists have repeatediy denied aiding 1p | proved $19 million for a covert CIA opera-

. Salvadoran Tebels), Mr, Negroponte says & 00 t0 train an antl-Sandinist group to in-
L there was a’ “tacit understanding” by the , | vade.Nicaragua, although Carlos Flores Fa- |
“~ | | Honduran guvernment that al] would remain | CusSe, the minister to the Honduran presi- |

Peaceful here in exchange for unmolested ! | 9ent, denies that any counterrevolutionaries

passage by the guerrillas, are at work inside Honduras, Byt well-

- All that changed, however when si..! 4 Placed Honduran and U.5, sources here keep

~|| dent Roberto Suazo Cordova was instal] Whispering about a November or December
ds last January to replace the military govern-" | lavasion, and Ambassador Negroponte re- | |

us- | 1 ment. The Honduran-army started cracking | fuses point-blank to confirm or deay that the

;. J4ff | dovn along-the Nicaraguan and Salvadoran | U.S. Is fnancing antl-Sandinists in Hondu-

te 7‘ borders, .presiimably at U, insistence, and | Tas. :

: also helped the Salvadoran army in a SweeD, | Border Raids Likely
— | ZEainst rebels in the nértheastern sectar of + | But the former army officer says the 2,

{hat comtry.:Soan after, rebels- blew ouf + | 500 ar s0 counterrevolutionaries said to be in
—_ -part of a power station that legt much of Te-

- gucigalpa -without "electricity for 48 hours,

,—_;Eif'aﬁ‘ﬁ*ﬂﬁjcjspaﬁc?ﬁbnduras‘fBéébiﬁéé% -‘
—k alg%merlmBaitl

dor when uton .of - mostly: | according to Honduras and the U.S., it &
Jands. wa started baek: o m.-;um et an. exporting its own brand of Marx- “trying 1o
| only about- 43,000 of the expected 150,050 || ST 1o the fost of Central America. , | "
families recsived land before the program The Sandinists, on the other hand, see an are frying 1o 1
“fizzled out, “if's ome of the things that ever-growing and ominous . U.S, presence 1t's Just fike 1569
Xept..violence away. from Honduras by loves | Zere. US. military assistance to Honduras Salvado ’
(7 | ering their pressure cooker,” says Mamgel ] doubled this yoar. 10 $20.6 million, and the e r‘(’.!._(;!:m vl
"1 “Accst Bonilla;a former treasury and econ- Pinstration has asked Congress | Same SortZof-patrio

Hondnras are too few

chmen” T
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“ v"Bath sides-in the amﬂxcfm react{ng to:

Perceptions. Honduras ang . X
the 11.5. see a:Nlcaragna -with .about 23,000 s21d he wa T :
il oarse ai pngnns || e s Sthet way o der |

oy ¥ 195 | | fend his COMTY )t n e 25 o2 110
man force. Nicaragua will spend about §15 e ENACei R L aF
million an defence this year, agatnst Hondy. “While the VS embassy hererdectnes 1o | ;
Tas’s 1982 defense budget of $45 million, Nic- Tge ‘Mar-;

has an estimated 2,000 Cuban
and East Enropean military advisers, And,

for 21 million, for the expanded landing
strips. The embassy here now has about 120 .
eq:plqyees, inordinately large for a country.

about e Hiave

to invade Nicaragua.

at they can do, he says, is to harass the

* | | fnd “police ~started finding Tebel safe Sandinists with border raids, as a group.did
ﬂ:emmnm.' Tull of gums, ammmition ang lemst! recently in  Choluteca Province. - They 7

= . ; o i t le were killed or |
+ A Western dip| lqmat Lere says the rise in’ suauu:;:d Ea tl:t?5 Mpeoca.ragup an town of San

. urbantermrlsmisdeaﬁyamponsemthe; F - del Norte.
h m“dm“g;a-’me’f;,‘l’;w Who s 10 T ‘He says high-ranking Honduran army of-
-] "nH.snS;{Stmﬁ b Borur S iy | ficers have told him thet the plan is to keep .

-1 | ing for the cugxi']taﬂment of thez' ;;rgv:nen?s Nicaragua feeling so threatened that it phasis on the
- The literature found in the safe honses ingj. mes down even harder on the growing in- pering the trans

cates that the terrorists

are “imported, not
locally grown,”

the diplomat says. “These

ing to start a shogti _-inaﬁemunstraﬁonmthetownorMasaya_ todoanythmg_beczusethearmyandu_s_
.|| B are wying to start 2 ?S“gh:;‘j’a‘;f ‘The more repressive the Sandinists became, | |-are  Jistng s nto i e sy
L S | uncertainty s heiping to
._J Z;eli :ILrga.mzed, sophisticated and dangerous , ohe Tast out of Pin.e.t mﬁﬁ;‘f
— R uran economy. Hit with jower prices for jts
« | Fearfui Popujace - .. E . : main agriculturaj &Xports, 3 practically nog-
- Whatever their-aim, the tarrorists haye Stop flight of capital ont of the coumtry and
rattled people here. A mother-of five ~who an almost-total cutoff hy credit, the
W slives. in San Pedro Suls shakes -her ‘I gross domestic product will probably gecline
with relief that her daughter just left this 4

stndyataunlveraitymFlorjd&Ayuung
manager of 1 plastics plant in the north says
he has just come back from Wwhere
-he made a “big” -withdrawal from hig dollar
account. “It's-all n here,” he says, h
-a light-brown attache, case.-*Two 4ickets to
New Orleans for-my wife and 50IL..And
money—inst in ease, I
tng a jittle scared” .- o & oo
It's even worse down y the Nicarsguan
barder. In Palo Verdera tiny mountain hams,
let of thatched mud huts and Inmgry-looking
dogs.thescundsoftmdsnunbungthmugh
Santo Tomas on the Nicaraguan side waft
back over. Mercedes Madira says she woke
up a few Saturdays ago to the crash of shells
coming over from the Nicaraguan. side at
about 6 am. A bit Jater, she says, about 30
Nicaraguan soldiers chargedin_ltn the village
and kidnapped a resident. . * ™~ o
*"This happens ail the time,” she says fn
a toothless spray -of Spanmish. “‘We can't
work, we can't.eat and we can't live like thig

Rarancn wn'ra canrad  Camathine hae sa L

ternal opposition. -In the
burst there, at least three Ppeople were killed

most recent out- |, Honduras. .*T think this civilian government

i| doesn’t want war, but I think ft' Powerless

year, are rising, about
15% of the population fx out of Work, and
Mr. Villagueva, the econormist,
hape of Attracting desperataly needed for
elgn capital with the threat of war_hanging
over Honduras, “We C dardly survive i |5
Peace,” he says, “‘hut 3 war would :be the |

end of us,”
 — " -
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