AR B
- IITELLIGENGE
D RESERRCH

| HSS{SS}HEHTS
| RESEARCH

-
2

DATE

o

VARA -

I3

L

' _pause to reconsider. ‘the. manner in which they have
" been operating.

‘rural Guatemalans,
their 1nterests are best aerved by aupportlng 1te

_‘force is. con81dered necessary >

.‘Indlans by naming 10 of them to tihe 30-member

fpr1nc1pal c1t1es of the Department of El Quiche’

- Trabajo;

programs throughout the hignlands
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TS ADVANCE OOPY 15 PXLOVIDED "FOR
YOUR POREONAL {ISE PRIOR TO APPROVAL
. FOR WIDBR DISTRIBUTION. DO NOT

s ; Funrusn REPROBUOCE, DmTamUT& OE . ‘ L
(Ud',GuATEMALA!sJGSERRiLLAs RETREATING IN _THE

FACE OF GOVERNMENT PRESSURE .

csummary. '

Slnce the beglnnlng of 1983 Gua*emaTa has ‘
eqjo 7ed a respite from the 1nourgean wnich has

engul fed - ‘the country for.'m@re than four years. .
Government ‘success with several polltlcal and o
military btrategles has forced the guerrillas to Ty

hexgovernmeggmhas demonstrated, fo - -
most ‘0oL whom are Indians, that

UreSlden Rios Montt has characterlzed h*s
approach to the insurgency as one of - "rifles and .
beans.” Those who.are percelved to. support. the ,
government are rewarded with food for work, hou51ﬁg .
if they have Pbeen displaced, and other forms of .
government largesse. Those perceived not to be in’
support of the government. are met w1th whatever

Rios hab moved deftly to draw the Indian card
trom the: ‘guerrillas by emphasizing the "beans"
poLtlon of his policy. ‘He has attempted to rnctlty
the longstandlng political marginalizatign of the

Councll of State, which advises him on legislative
“matters. To 1mprove their economic condltloq, ae
has organized Local’Development Councils in the
(see map, - .2), where, the guerrillas historically
have been strongest Slmllarlv his "3Ts" {"Techo,
Tortilla™ or "Housing, Jobs, Food") policy
has involved the government ‘heavily in social
{altiplanoj ..

. Organizaticn of even the’ H
Indian.pepulation ‘ntO,'*llL Defenes “ornom { D1
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he government s recent mllltary fogress Prev1ous
“mllltary'tactlcs'were Characterlzeo by large ~scale.-swéeps through
'v1llages then reabandonment 'he Indians had

' aegion ‘at: the-
’always )
3Ny newly

Orce was 1n their
ep géwernmentiforc

N 'reather CDFs or small
establlshed bases.pjf

ent's civie - wu
ians" w1111ng— SO
gqod w1ll to - ‘

The presence of CDFs, c ed with the govern

‘1actlon programs; hds- 1mp1nged rlously upon’ the I

... ness to extend’ loglstlcal support, safe haven, and
s thew, S'rgents.‘v= o :

'sgrgents wi@h-
‘training, the:
ter. The "

: hfggh Cuba and Nlcaragua have supplled the
e ~some wWeapons,” ‘and. dther bloc¢ countries have supplr
e .\insdrgentrgroupe a,egeseential ‘Guatemalan in.cha:

- Cuban-line: Guerr,lialArmy'of the’ Poor: (EGP), which

: combatants, operates pri rlly 1n the ,northern por
oo -altiplano and until-recently was consideted the st
#- .+ rilla organization. Its" ‘pPlace is currently belng
s the profe351onal and- less Marxi
Arms (ORPA), Wthh has 600 800:

batants and- operates prlmarlly‘
plano. ~

ts'efforts on. controlllng $he'
Rebel Armeé‘For es (FAR) also

ﬂfEGP and ORPA,
‘ has selzeﬁ ‘the - oppor enge the E
~ acy. The'FAR has between 150 and. 300 very ef£BCLI
;*1ocated prlmarlly in El Peten Department a;"

. The only: other group that has attempted to op
'31gn1f1cant scale ig the difssident wing of the Gua
munist Party (PGT- -D). The PGT-D- ‘ha’s been. almost’d
-army, dt currently numbers: far fewer than the 200
‘had 1n Ehe" summer of l982.v - :

ance known as
Y- factlonal
other groups,
le's Revodlu-
gency .

o These four groups ir ;nu ry 1982 formed ap a

7% the Guatemalan Natilonal Reyol ary Union. -Besét
Ao strife, itircémains mostly a. yex rganlzatlon, S
. . -. the Guatemalan Communist Party?i GT-0), and the Pei
o tlonary Movement (MRP), play min ’roles in the ins
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URNG Alllance

_,Non—Functioning;UR- Formed 1n Havana 1n 1982

The tltular o} rdlnatlng organlzatlon of “thE tuagemalan guer—
.rilla groups, the'Guatemalan National Revolutlonary Union (URNG),
. is little- more “tha paper. organization- Blckering among its
- | four members has istently blocked: ‘any chance it might have had
i for development The pregent decllne in strength of the guerrilla =
groups .has 1ncreased the strain within the URNG. It is unlikely ¢ )
" that .the URNG will ever act as a true command and control element
"for the Guatemalan guevrlllas°‘ '

; Unidn of “the four guerrllla groups was first contemplated
. seriously in October 1980 in Managua. - The- Managua meeting estab-
.. lished the URN, which was reworked into the URNG in Havana .in ‘
_January 1982 . o ts : ore

v

%

. *The 1mpetus for organzzatlon of the URNG was -the: Cuban desire

., ~EO un&ﬁy the Guatemalan armed left into a coherent national-com-

. . mand Structure simildr to that ‘of the Sandinista National Libega=~

¢ . tion Fropt (FSLN) in Nicaragua - and ‘the Farabundo Mart1 Natlonal .
o 'leeratlon Frpnt (FMLN) 1n*El Salvador° Lo _ , R

. N
t | &

The URNG has not llved up. to the expectatlons of its founders.
Moet“URNG actions are so ‘labeled afteér the fact; they are gen-
-erally carried out. by one of- the groups w1tﬁout the a551stance or

~vforeknowledge of the othgrs. : N _ : : N

s . Lo

2

‘ﬁ_URNG s Four Meﬁber Organuzatlons

The four 1nsurgent organlzatlons that make up the URNG are
‘the Guerr111a°Army of, the. Poar (EGP), the Organization of the
:People in-Arms (ORPA), the, a1 Armed Forces, {FAR), and fhe
‘dissident w1ng of the Guatemalan Labor (Commun st) Party (PGT—D)

]

. Tne EGP operates prlmatlly in the altlplano of thé Departments
of Huehuetenango and El. QuicChe:. ORPA forces are concentrated to -
the south of the EGP in- the mountains of. San Marcos, Solola,'and»
-southwestern coastal Departments.‘ The. FAR focuses-its atteition
on the.northern Department ofy E& Peten, and the PGT - -D ‘has operated

’ Drlmarlly in Chlmaltenango'pepartment and Guatemala Clty .

-
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,Command Structure Stlllborn ‘

s The 1nsurgents' goal of organizing a tactical compand struc—
-ture similar to the Managua-based United Revolutionary Directorate
-(DRU) headquarters of the Salvadoran guerrillas never got beyond

~.the planndng stages.  The URN/URNG's tactical command structure '
was to have been known as: the General. Revolutionary Command (CGR),
comprising’ the leaders ‘of . each of the four member groups. @

. Although the leaders have met occasionally in Managua, the'CGR
‘cannot be sald to have become an - O{ganlzatlonal reality.

= \

‘The'reluctance of: QRPA leader “Comandante Gaspar” (Rodrng"

-Asturias Amado) to. attend. regular meetings. has made them impos- -

- sible. - FAR' attendan e ‘has also been.spoeedlc.“\As a result, the
'URNG has forméd. & . ﬁ%m&gue~based *commission” to act as its secre-
tariat between meetings of the léaders. But no évidenée has been
received which would 'indicate that the URNG uses a dedicated radio
.network for transmission of orders from Nicaragna to Guatemala.

Nor -does it appear that URNG decisions promulgated in Managua (no.

"matter how transmitted to the member organizations) are respected
by the Guatemalan guerrlllas. .

Y
-

.In- Country Guerrlllas Questloned CGR nght To Ex1st ‘
4 ~ .

The CGR s fallure to become v1able can,be traced to- guérrllla
reluctance to Teceive dlrectlon from leaders who exchanged armed
strugole in: the fleld for the revolutionary -good. life.in Marnagua.
or-Me#ico City. ORPA lg@ders and the. 1n—country leadershlp of the
EGP- ymmedlately quest1§ﬁbd the decisions of the CGR and even its.
rigkkt to exist, Slmllarly; the. polltlcal comm1551on of the PGT-D
questloned the rlght oﬁ 1ts members to represent the PGT~-D in the'.

. _.CGR “v_ Lt 2 . . . g ,
" Thus, the persons who. organlzed the URN in 1980 and the URNG o
I lﬂh 1982 ‘have . been de facto removed. from .authority for hav1ng .

% rted the field “of battle. _EGP leader "Rolando Moran" (Ricardo -

ddo Ramirez - de Lebn) and PGT -D leader "Mario"™ {Jose Alberto

‘A“Cardoza Aguilar) were promoted' ‘to-the status of -accredited
-““representatlves to,Nlcaragua,'w1thout any’®real -.command function.
A similar fate. could be im store for F@R leader "Pablo Monsanto®

(Jorge Ismael Soto Garc1a) LT e .

o~

Pefsonallsmo Causes URNG Dlsunlty : o flu;w A

5

. ORPA. leader Aéturlas has been a primary contrlbutor to the e
o URNG's lack of stdgess. -Asturias’is the only insurgent leader -who s
‘ has retdrned to the fieid 'since the 1980 ‘Managua talks. His:




_ - o
* 1mpat1ence w1th his URNG calleagues. Lsgsuch that he has repeatedly

threatened to pull ORPA’ out ‘9f the URNG -and g@ it alone. Nonethe-
less, he reallzes the vlrtues of  a. unlfled armed opp051tlon.

Q

Asturlas is not the. URNG s only. troublemaker. " The official
. '+ leaders of the three Other guerrilla organizations, like Asturias,
‘7 are.classic Latin American-caudilloes. ‘They are petty, brutal,
egotistical strongmen who brook 'no. dlssent against their whims.
e . The desire.of each to be’ the Fldel Castro of Guatemala has made
o 'compromlse and ¢oa11t10n extremely dlfflcult

"+ URNG Member Groups Orlglnated From PGT A f L ’

L All four URNG ’ember groups trace .their origins. to the
{ h* orlglnal Communlst arty of Guatemala,,the PGT, now Known ‘@s the
: 'orthodox wing of the Guatemalan Labor. (Communlst) ‘Party "(PGT-0).
.  Nonetheless, their success as guerrilla organizations has been
- ¢ . -measured, at least until. recently, by the distance' they have come
% .fromithe PGT on the 1ssue of armed revolutlon and otganizdtion of

. "thé'masses. ' . ) ‘ C

) . . . . .
¢

T, . The PGT has always been an orthodox, SOV1et style communlst ,
L : party. - It .has consistently opposed armed struggle in Guatemala on
- “the grounds that the masses "are not'yet ready. It has not ‘
S '+ exploited the Indlan issue or been successful in creatlng a mass
T bbase. L i\ - \ ‘
sk . s

E The PGT—D has moved ohe step away fnpm the PGT-0O by embracxng
- armed struggle,_ It has, ho evﬂr, made little progress in the
areas of ‘Indian exp101tat1' ' mass support. The FAR has ‘moved
Well forward with regard t mas,.support, but less so with regard
o the Indian issue. ORPA ‘has: both ‘integrated Indians into its
"unlts:and obtalned hlgh levels of mass, support

. °y was clearly the léader among the
. . inmnsutgent groups beqause it has“ynvolved in its skruggle all
: . aspegts of. the Indlan dnd - ruﬁhl soc1et1es.‘ Only the EGP employs
. ¥ both"Indian combaﬁants and’ L%rge ‘grotips of Local Irregular Forces
(FILg) for loglstlcal support. «-Als0Q unlque is its use of Indian-.
lang ages for tacticai - communlcatlon. -This 1ntegratlon of the ’
Indian into. EGP forcdes; whlie clearli‘the key' to past..successes;
‘has turnéd out to b a‘ﬁouble—edged sword. Recent govermnment
» successes in regalmlng Indlan support have injured the guerrilla
groups 1n dlrect proportld% to-thé extent to which they had
‘Consequently, the EGP has been hurt most

2
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By
‘ The first group to spllt from the PGL %as the FAR, in 1968.
: : ‘FAR leaders objected -to PGT demands thai .he party's mllltary wing
S 4 -u (the FAR) be. subordindte to ‘the party' ‘s”Central Commitfee, which
- felt that armed-, struggle. was counterproductlve if embdrked upon
prior.to dgaining sufficient mass support through political work.
BGP founders split from the-PAR the same year to form their organ- -
‘ization "abroad™ (the. EGP returned to Guatemala in 1972). They
had decided that the FAR's lack of appreciation of the Indian
p issue would always limit:the ‘possibilities for success. ORPA -
o split from the FAR for 51mllar reasons -at about the same 'time, R o
" «- - although it appears that ORPA leader Asturias also objected to the A
’ . thorough going Marxism of-the FAR and the nascent EGP. The PGT-D, ;
the Mmost recent spllnéer group, -separgted from the PGT-0 in 1978.

 iThé PGT-D's reasons: for splitting offimirror. those of the FAR; the
- PGT -D 1s, however, much less doctrlnalre._ RN

-

.e*Weapons Obtained FromvSecurltvaoroes,-Foreign Supporters

S Guatemalan insurgents ‘obtain many 6f their weapons through
attacks on isolated national police posts and in-transit army. . o
Janits. Others are obtalned from abroad. The’ type of weapon = :
C-recovered from ,the guerrlllas says a great deal about its source.
Their attacks on the police- would generally net them US-made. -
,M—%~r1fles, their attachs ‘on the army would yleld Israell-made :
&Galll rlfles. o , '
. Amerlcan—made M-16 rlfles -are not used by the Guatemalan
“Security services; hence, the guerrlllas are clearly imported. A
few of them were in the Us 1nventory in Vietnam. The Vietnamese.
probably did not shlpithese weapons.’ ‘directly to the insurgents. N
More likely,. Cuba obtained them from Vietnam and then transferred - é%a
% ‘them to the guerrillas. It is also possible that Vietnam sold =~ .
' some 'of them to internagtional’ arms merchants to oStain foreign S e
exckhange and had no control over their subsequent transfer. .None- v
~- theless, most M- le prﬁbab Y are obtalned by Cuba on the world
- arms market .. 3. ”u,y4¢ SRR CeL _ .
A Guatemalan Army reporb notlng the numbe% of weapons lost‘
and recovered 1ﬁ recent. months 1nd1cated that 30 "assault™ rifles
' Were recovered in.the accounting period while 31 "Galii" rifles
: . were dost - (The report does not indicate whether the rifles ‘
* recovered were M-16s’ or Galils. .) The same report notes that 15 .
M- rifles ‘were lost and 3 recovered Similarly, 83 grenades were,
‘Tost and 129 récovered In short, there appears to be a rough
.equilibrium between weapons ‘lost by the government andgﬁecovered
_from the guerrlllas e :
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. ‘Nume;ous=teports,'paggﬁpula;ly from .government sources, state
that.imQOKtéd,guer§;L;§'@éaéﬂnﬁyﬁg@gggﬁgGuatémaIa'from two primary
o : supply lines, both originating in*€uba.: Oné roufe is said to
.® . traverse M&Rico, where.it splits. in two befdré .entering Guatemala.
. “ The northern portion;of this route would enter Guatemala in
El Peten near.the confluence of the -Rio Usumacinta and thesRio de
‘la Pasion, where weapons‘could be transferred to] FAR guerrillas.
The southern portion would enter Guatemala.at several points,
' primarily in Huehu€tenango, in order to supply EGP apnd ORPA guer-
‘* rillas operating gp;théfalfiglanglg% o L o e
.. The other primary route, like the -FMLN supplyy, rine, is
‘believed .to traverge Nicaragua and.Honduras beforé¢ entering
Guatémalqﬁfmgm<ﬁheLga§L o Althogghi:-the BritisH Forces Belize have .
stated repeatedly that no wedpons ‘éater Guatemala from Belize, it

. remains possible that.a'small number. do, following shipment from
+ . Cuba or Nicaragua., L ST L
.Two other sources of’'rifles fdffthg insurgéntg have been-the.
: US and Mexico. ‘In July 1982, the Guatemalan Army captured two. .
. - American-made M-14 rifles. It was not possible to determine. .
' ©  wheéther they came from -Vietnam stoqks.ﬂjin“August‘l982;;an attack
on an ORPA camp netted' several.rifles of Mexican Army origin. ¢
~ Government forces in the summer of 1981 attacked a Guatemala
City arms-trafficking center.-jointly administered by "ORPA" and the..
. EGP. Documents found during the raid indicated that 28 vehicles
. modified to conceal  weapons had 'been used by -the insurgents to. :
T import wegpdns‘fr0m~Nicapggua‘and'MEXicof the vehicles found at :
.the scene‘obyiously-hag‘xraveled‘thrOugh'both&countries,“LWeapons ‘
. found included US-made AR~15 rifles:and«Sovief grepades. . All five
. guerrillas killed had been’ armed with M-16 rifles. Some of the
center's weapons .had been destined.for the FAR; & ’ e

-, '!-—('F"-

=

Insurgents Régu;arly'Usg_Méxi¢éﬁ Téfritomy for Supply, R&R

. X " S - .,i. " n'-‘:.‘ - ‘_4 :'e-" N r-‘-;." RS PN ’ ’ ) ~
'ThreerRNG'mejberﬁQrggn;zation&ﬁmakéfEEQuLar,use_of Mexican

territory for supp%yiand_ﬁor%restfahdmrchpératio@y-flanOVember.
1982, a combined army/CDF patrol followed a guerrilla trail-a - -

‘ shog&idistance into México and surprised 125 guerrillas in the act
S "of%fg‘eaaing‘supplies’fqom‘a twinzengine .aircraft, ‘Captured EGP
o ~documents included instructions o .how to behave in Mexico in
- order no@;tb'jeopafdiZe‘this-safe:haVén. Codia . ‘

Géographic prbx;mitYTis.Ehefbfiméryigea§0ﬂffdr?tmé,Guatemalah :
"“guerrillas! use of_MeXican.territ@ry‘v:AﬁEQURNG.mEmbers_except the . =

e PGT-D operate in.territory bordering “Mexico. - .




L R : S : - T ..
1
Ideology also helps explaln guerrllla use of Mex1can ‘ Coee 8
terrltory.' For several years, Mexice has supported Central .
HEMerican "liberation movements™ rﬁnrnternatlonal forums' rgcent - 7 ...
1nformat1ah indicates that this pollcy will: contlnue unéer_ R .
Presldent de la Madrid. L e : T L

e AL £0) ST et YL B

. Guatemalan off1c1als, 1nc1ud1ng RhOS Montt, regulariy”assert

s that Mexico condones large levels of arms smuggllng through and
LI guerrllla tralnlng centers on its terrltory. .Repeated Guatemalan’
=T 1ncur51ons into Mexico, however, have’ yet to'wield solid evidence
S of this.  What the Guatemalans consider guerrilla training. centers

' " are deséribed By American: Embassy personnel and in %gynat nal -

. Observerg. as refugee camps.- -It is. llkely that guerf¥illas residi ng -

T inc refugee camps cache the";weap@ns -in- Guatemala and engage 1n

. tralnlng only at safe dlstances from the camps.

3 ) . o

In January 1982, flve FAR members were detained. by the,’
Mexican Army in the‘area of La Lrbertad, Chlapas State.: Four of  ~ ..
_them were involved in. purcha51ng fqu and medicine in Mexico and
transportlng it 'to E1l Peten.f The fifth had entered Mexico ‘to test

§ the FAR's radio nefwork.' to determine.whether command and control

gA ‘could be establlshed in Mexlco should that become - necessary. .

i- The source of maﬁy problems related to the refugee camps has o
x been their proxlmlty to' the bordery wSome are located within a few S
- hundred yards of-. Guatemala. The Mexican authorities ‘have.started. o
- to reduce the potentlal for 1nc1dents by mov1ng the _camps back o :
4 R from ‘the-border. ‘ S ce o

. ' ' ' e,

. leles and Beans Pollcy Guldes Counterlnsurgency - ,A» oLl

. "o ‘
v Slnce RlOS Montt came to power on March 23, 1982, the govern- T
5 . '"ment's. counterlnsurgency operations "have been’ guided by his rifles
.  and ‘beans policy. . Under this- policy,; persons who support the
governmert are rewarded w1th _ood,ywork, and. hou51ng asgistance
from the NatronaliReconstruCtlon Cdmmlttee.‘ Those who oppose the .
'government ‘are meu w1th force.r{afw:f,_ o ‘ ,; . oL
In much of 1982 ‘the army gulded its operatlons by labealng “ =
v1llages white, pink, and red. Frlendly villages were white, .
enemy villages were red, ‘and v1llages of\ungertaln alleglance were
- pink. Residents of cted Vlllages weére wanned to move to*"strateglc .
. v1llages or fage the consequences when army operatlons were -con- _
ducted in the area.h This phase of the army's counterlnsurgency o
operatlons hds comé. almost to, an end* The emphasis receptly has T
been £0 move .villagers back” to the abandoned vlllages- the goverri=
ment hopes to lelSh the moves before the~ 1983 sprlhg plantlng

tizes
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L In recent months the army has effectlvely blemded Eodd ald, R
Ceivie actlon, and. the formatlon of 'CDFS into it§ strategy for e
.‘deallng ‘With.the. various. types. of. v1ll""s.; ‘Civic’ aquonxgrograms .

- and CDFs ‘are readlly organlzed in the™"w L te” v1llages. plnk" ’
- Ones st exceptlonal care is spent- in determlnlng who shQuLd hold CDFE: .

leadershlp poaltlons.. Re31dents Qf . the fey remalnlng red? vil= e
lages no doubt would,do well to leave them.A‘.. . R L

e
IR
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Both Sldes Have Engaged 1n Massacres ?5;¢T . ‘ﬂ ) ;;, Lv'";' S i

Allegatlons that the army has regularly massacred every man, '{fu L

- ‘woman, and.child in "red" villages are countless: Many of- these ' .
J :‘ reports ‘are, fabrlcateai Nonetheless,igovernment resp0n51b111ty

e for-at least two qqh~anide vlS Well: establlshed. e

s B 3

. O In September 1982,‘about 70 crylllansp 1nclud1ng women - and <
2 chlfdren, Were killed by army: troops. near- La Estancia de la Vlrgen L
~in Chlmaltenaggo. - In. December, tropops killed every one of. the . ‘_‘ X
‘se?eral hupdred -inhabitants’ of, ‘the. region’known ‘as’ Los. Dos R's in . e g
©E1 Peten, 1nclud1ng‘members of the recently formed CDE - -
i LA : = .
v The guerrlilas ‘have éommltted smmllar atroc1t1es. .In June. in BN
El Quiche the EGP-killed 120 men, “women,. and- chlldren ;n the vil- P
rlade of Chacalte. - In May, . EGP members killed 20 people in the - PR

‘Alta Verapaz v;llage of Salaculn, and a like number were massacred.. -
] in April py. 1nsurgents in- the. Chlmaltenango vi lage of Chlplacul 7 _
T 'NumeroEEwgther such lnC1dents have been docume ted. i : 3‘; o e

.-——" E PN
! S S \ Tt
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Both the government and the‘guerrlllas have carrled out- pro- o .
- grams desrgned to’ depopulatefeontested greast:” The army has often: ", ...
‘notified residents.of. remote - vlllageSKthat they. must -move .to:the -~ ...
I nearest "strategic v1llage or be cons;dered guetrrilla™ sympa—~f. Ce s eln
> '+ thizers and face the consequences.: The guerg}llas likewise ‘have : e
T ordered people tOﬁl&aVG thelr v;llages anﬁ ‘move to areas beyond Lo
the army's reach _ . . ° ) C

.:'
Lt [ e

N Recent go&%rnment tactl@S¢ howeverp have almed at repop—a :

. ulatlng villages” abardoned dumlng the “£ighting.. TﬁlSePQlldy U

follows Seyeral-months of‘repeated,@overnment succegées in: . fﬂs T

counterlnsurgency -operatipns., But when “the: governhemt recently ‘“j{ B

o urged. the 1,600 former reSIdents of" Barrllla - V1rlage in north— LI
.. wésterm: . Huehuetenango, to returi” to therr homes, the" EGP countered

’ W1th ppopaganda urglng the people to frght alon951de the EGP,‘not
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agalnst thelr brother5¢. Only some 60 people returued to thelr
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EGP Most Hurt by*Army Galns o ‘:¢$y3* e

3 ;54'§“ : In the past few yeafs the,most powerful
A GQatemalan insurgent: organlzatlon was - the Cuban—_,
B ‘kine Guergllla Army of  the Poor {(EGP) . Army ol e
LR ‘gains' in 1982, however, ha‘ ed‘the EGP mgre. than

; it's URNG. comrades, VAs; ; ‘ ORPA,,appears to .
- be thergovernment Bchie in’ :

é‘

5 1

Although.also~act1Ve elsewhere, theaEG? 1s
hased in the altiplano Departmé%ts of \E1 Quiche:
- ‘and. Huehuetenango. - The EGP S 1,000-1,300 com-

: o batants are -ordanized 'in- 51X‘frants (see chart; - oo :

. . . PY 10). 'Loeal, Irregular 'Fortes’ {FILS) .0f i ‘Indians .t = . - .
Lo ‘@nd ‘campeésinos provide log;stical support- ‘Some e S e L T
L -7 of them have received tralnlng ﬁnétbe use of»~».‘ Ty S
: ’ flrearmsurw:‘ e e ¥ Coovg
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S e The EGP S, successuln ;ecent years led the army durlng 1982 e x* /7
el to focus most of its resou¥ces-on cowtalglng 'EGP fronts. .‘The- RIS N e
T Tlgres tasﬁ fonce was depl@&eﬁﬁln*QOrthern El. Qulche and the m;'_%nj‘¢5 i
v sGumarcaij task force Ain the: southern part"of the prOV1nce to-deal - .. -
et J-,»w1th the -How Chl Mlnh front;»;.= The“last of €£he three ‘original task
'“.fforces,,the Iximche fask- force, wasedepioyed in Chimaltenangd o "7, o
}ﬁﬂcombat the 'sdndino frqnt05<The task’ forde concept;.and the smali- - °
Ceounite patrdlllng”that accompanies ity as bBeen so successful’'that © L ° :
** the government has reeentlywcreéxed Etwo morevto centa%n ORPA ané T
. -another to- deak w1th ;he FAR”‘ s ;:‘,. IR RO

LY a
- :55, "‘ﬁ

IDCIUS1Qn~°f IndlanS‘Key to EGP SucgeSses and Fagl&res N ) H
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e The EGP bas emphaslzed’theivalue to the 1nsurgency of the U

: “usged.'Indidn, languages. in its, tactical ;° -,
oo conmunlcat}onsgand propagagdam. It.has’ made condiderable, propa- - sl e
Lot ganda _“headway With+its elaims that‘the governmeﬁt 1s engaged in a o,

' 3 3 campalgn “of genoc1de*aga1nsp the Indbans.;‘,~ IS BRI
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. o As the government has ga;ﬁEG‘Lpdlaﬂ supportersﬁtbrough its e, s
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. . Fifles amd’beans pOllOY, hbweVer, the EGP's dépendency-on the . -
- : Indlaﬁs has become an 11ab11gty BGP 1nfrastrUCture has w1thered \’f_
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away as the Indians haveienrolled fn P and received government

largesse. Villages with competent CDFs have 'been particularly
ill-advised targets for the EGP. . ‘

EGP Governed by National Directorate

The EGP has been governed since 1974 by a National Director-
ate. The Directorate is known to include Silvia Solorzano Foppa
" ("Rita”™ or "La Chapurra®), Victor Manuel Lopez Vasquez ("Vicente"),
Jovita Isabel Avyula de Lopez ("Josefina”™), and "Juan Jose." The
Guatemalan Government believes that all members of the Directorate
have fled Guatemala in the face of the army's 1982 offensive.

Julio’Cesaf“MaégasJMaydﬁaff“Ceséf?MbnteS“), age 40, founder
of the EGP, ‘was reported to have retired to Mexico in 1979 when
his health failed after years of querrilla life. The turrent
official leader of the EGP, 52-year-o0ld Ricardo Arnoldo Ramirez de
Leon ("Rolando Moran®), has not returned to Guatemala sinée
attending the 1980 Managua talks. The EGP's forces are currently

led by "Comandante Manolo,® whose true name is not known.

EGP Headquarters Could Be in Ixil Triangle or Mexico

Little information has been received on the location of the
EGP's operational headquarters, although it is well known that
the EGP initiated its organizational phase near the Ixcan River in
northeastern Huehuétenango,Department in 1972. Considering the
losses recently taken by the EGP, it is possible that its opera-
‘tional headquarters has beer moved to Mexico.

. Until recently;‘thé-EGB's stfehgth was greatest in northern
El Quiche. EGP headquarters probably was, and may still be,
located there in the region known as the Ixil Triangle.

&

EGP Actions Began in 1975 ° .

o . M . -:?‘ K DA ) i
EGP cadre .spent ithree years organizing before their first
combat action. On May 28, 1975, the EGP military phase began in
earnest when cadre killed military commissioner Guillermo Monzon.
This was followed in June by the killing of. Luis Arenas, labeled
by EGP forces as the. *Tiger of Ixcan.® The EGP asserts that

marimbas were brought out in celebratibn,qf Arenas' death.

IS

The Ixil Triangle takes its.name_from the Ixil Indians who
pecple the area. The points’of the triangle are formed by the
cities of Nebaj, San Juan @Btzalv and Chajul. The Guatemalan Army

A Rt o
- <.7.
G 7




“GHERBE~
- 12 -

has deployed troops in all.three cities, imposed curfews, and
issued special ID cards. It sends numerous patrols into the out-
lying districts. Pacification of the area has proved difficult to
achieve, however, and resupply of the garrisons is accomplished by
helicopter or heavily guarded convoys. Although the army has made
great progress in this region, its patrols regularly engage EGP
opposition. ' :

Six EGP FrqntsliNamed?fdr Revoldtidharies; Span Guatemala

The EGP has'organiied‘guerrilla fronts in almost every,
Department in the country. 'Its strength is concentrated, however,
in the Mexican border Departments .of Huehmetenango and El Quiche.

All EEP’ ﬁtrird;ﬁ»t’:‘s’, historically werd doverned by the "Front
Directorate.” * K rdcefit report indicates tHat each front now has
been assigned a military command which reports directly to the EGP
National Directorate rather than the Front Directorate. ‘

"Che” Guevara Front Once Effectively Controlled 75 Percent of
Huehuetenango. The Che Guevara front poses one of the strongest
guerrilla threats to the government. Although the army's 1982
offensive pushed the front into Huehuetenango's northern reaches,
it continues to attack villages considered friendly to the govern-—
ment and to harass government forces. As recently as spring 1982
the front was considered to control 75 percent of the Department.

- -

. The Che Guevara front is divided into three columns. The
strongest column operates in the Cuchumatanes Mountains north of
the city of Huehuetenango, between the -border with .E1l Quiche
Department and the Pan American Highway. The rough terrain has
helped it inflict heavy casualties: on village CDFs. To aid the
CDFs in these confrontations, the army recently has given them M-1
carbines. . B e

The front's other two columns operate near Barrillas and
Nenton. - Although“tﬁengovétnment,belisves“these two columns are
very weak as a result of army actions, the people near Barrillas
have yet to comply with the government request to move back to
their village. Their refusil probably is related in part to EGP
exhortations. - ,

_ El Quiche's Ho Chi Minh Front Is EGP's Strongest. The

Ho Chi Minh front, founded on January 19, 1972, is the oldest and
strongest EGP front. It is under the command of former Jesuit
priest Fernando Hoyos Rodriguez ("Carlos™). The front's area of
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operations includes ”Indochina"i{§h¢1grontier with Mexico),
"Vietnam® (the eastern part of RI"Qftighe), and "Hanoi" (the
scuthern region of El Quiche which bqggers on the Sandino front).

" Pty

) Toge%@gr with the Che Guevara front in.peighboring
Huehuetenatigd, the Ho Chi Minh front form&®¥he backbomne of the
EGP. These two -fronts are. thought. to comprise about 70 percent of
the EGP's 1,000-1,300 combatants. ' ' ' '

The Ho Chi Minh front-is Guatemala's only insurgent organiza-
tion to have mounted a sustained attack on a well-defended army
post. Ho Chi Minh front forces killed three officers and nine *
soldiers in their January 1982 attack on the army post in San Juan
Cotzaln N . .‘ P M' LV Ca T . . "'}_ Y . N -

The 10w caslhlty:figurés of the San.Juan Cotzal attack belie
its importance. The government's immediate reaction was the Army
Chief of Staff's decision to go to the scene personally to direct
the defense effort. For the longer term, the lesson learned
entered into the army's current strategy of deploying new task
forces throughout the altiplanoc to combat the guerrilla threat
through aggressive small-unit patrolling.

Chimaltenango's Sandino Front Currently in Decline. The
army's 1982 offensive dealt the EGP Severe blows in Chimaltenango.
Here, as elsewhere; the formation of CDFs has been very effective
in denying insurgents the logistical support they require, and the
government.'s civic action program has shown villagers that the gov-
ernment is able to deliver on promises of food, housing assistance,
etc. The level of army brutality todward villages considered to
*belong® to the EGP and other insurdgents also could have affected
the decisions of Villagersﬁabout‘whigh,side to support. In any
event, by the fall of 1982 EGP fortunes in Chimaltenango had waned
to such an extent that the EGP requested the assistance of a FAR
unit from El Peten. R . ‘

The EGP front in.Chimaltenango -is named for Augusto Cesar
Sandino. :The EGQ:fbrmgdjthe;front.atfEhe;height of its fortunes
on July 19, 1981. -At the.time, control of Chimaltenango, which
lies between the capital and the altiglano, was the logical next
step in the EGP's drive to take power.

The Chimaltenango Department is 'a difficult zone for guer-
rilla warfare because it has. characteristics of all three of the
politico/military/geographic environments into which EGP planners
have divided Guatemala: .urban, mountainous, and flatland. TIts
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proximity to the capital permits relatively swift reaction by
government forces. Similarly, the Dgépartment's deforested state
grants greater mobility to-the forces ‘already there. Finally, the
diversified labor force makes propagation of class consciousness
difficult because of the varying interests of the workers.

Yet the EGP believed that certain factors in Chimaltenango
would act in its favor. The dispersed population pattern of
Chimaltenango 'is similar to that.found in the altiplano; the
isolated farms are good targets; and the excellent transportation
facilities permit guerrilla units to use whatever level of logist-
ical support is available from insurgents based in the capital.
Most of all, the EGP hoped it could-:incite the largely Indian
population into revelt-ferely by -fanning traditional feelings of
discrimination, without having té-ihtroduce the sometimes alien-
ating'Marg}sthghi;iéﬁ;QOndépt of clasb5 . struggle.

Recent fepofts indicate thatiguerrilla activity in
Chimaltenango has abated substantially. The EGP is now occupied
with defending its home base in Huehuetenango and El Quiche.

Yon Sosa Front Targets Oilfields; Hydro Projects. The Yon
Sosa front is found in Alta Verapaz Department, Baja Verapaz
Department, and the southwestern cornér of El Peten. The front is
believed to have about 100 combatants and is active. The army has
not yet deployed a task force to combat Yon Sosa, leaving the
responsibility to the forces regularly stationed in the Coban
military zone. : .

Yon Sosa is commanded by Mario Alberto Dominguez Morales
("Atilio"). Its primary mission is harassment and sabotage of the
petroleum industry. It regularly butns farms in the area sur-
rounding the Departmental Capital of Coban and threatens work on
the region's hydroelectric projects.. =

The front is named for Lt. Mar¢oe Antonio Yon Sosa, a partici-
pant in.the coup attempt’ of Novembef 13,:1960. In that incident,
dissident junior.officers attempted.to overthrow the government
because of its rampant corruption and support of the use of
Guatemalan territory for training the Bay of Pigs invaders. Rather
than lay down his arms when it became apparent the coup was doomed,
Yon Sosa organized an insurgency and fought the government in the
eastern provinces. ' ‘ ,

In 1966 Julio Mendéziﬁbntenegrd'campéiQned for the presidency
as the candidate of liberal democracy. The guerrillas decided to
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support him, at the behest of the moderate communist party (PGT).
The night before the election, however, +the police arrested 26
communists, including the leader of the party, and tortured and
killed them. ‘ : :

Upon taking office, Mendez quickly -destroyed the by~-then
disorganized guerrilla resistance. Yon Sosa escaped to Mexico,
only to be killed by Mexican§internalasecurity agents, )

Turcios Lima Front Operates on South Coast. The. "Luis
Augusto Turci%s Lima" front is found in the south coast Depart-
ments of Escuintla, Suchitepequez, and Retalhuleu. Although it
conducts regular actions in Escuintla, including assassinations of
government..officidls and ithe Burning of public buildings, it
numbers no more - dqisg;n ombatants ;jand id not a great threat to
the government . oo aTn Ll T T :

o et v

The front is named for 24 Lt. Turgios who, like th Sosa,
left the army for the insurgency in 1960. Turcios was killed in a
sportscar accident in October 1966, '

Castillo Front in Capital. Guatemala City is supposed to be
the territory of the Otto Repe Castillo front. Heavy security,
however, has kept' the front from carrying out many actions in
recent years. Its decline resulted initially from the EGP
decision to detail the front's militants to Chimaltenango in the
summer of 1381 to help inaugurdate the Sandino front,

EGP operatives in the c¢apital Have not heen completely
inactive, however. On November 7, 1982, for example, two guer-
rillas attempted to bomb a police vehicle. The army killed one.
and captured the other. Both were armed with M-16 rifles.

The Castillo front is led by Mdrio de Jesus Payeras Solares
("Rogue”),. known as a founder of the EGP and the author of such
- EGP publicationsjas‘The-Dgys’df;the'ﬂﬂngleﬁkkIts political sector
tis led by,GustaVQrAg?lﬁohMEQnofﬁrQQeg-Q"Manolo“). '

Otto RéﬁéJCastiilé was an acdlaiméd Guatemalan poet who was
killed by the government in March 1967. N

EGP Ideology Emphasizes Prolonged Struggle

The EGP views»insurgency, which it calls Popular Revolu-
tionary War, as a long—term-struggle'to bleed the strength from
the governmént. 1Its strategy emphasizes simultanecus-&fforts of
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mllltary actlon, mass’organization, and moblllzatlon of inter-
natlonal support in four succe581ve stages of warfare.

The flISt stage of the EGP's in-country activities was E
carrled out near ‘the Ixcan River in northern Huehuetenango between :
1972 and 1975.: EGP founders reentered Guatemala from exilé and
began to establish a base- among the Indians. During this period,.

the EGP engaged only in polltlcal work follOW1ng its 1naugural act
in 1972 of burnlng an alrplane N

The second stage of the war, which began in 1975, was armed.
Early EGP: abtacks were of a low-level nature, such as the burnlng
of farm bulldlngs and the,murder of admlnlstratlve personnel

> I i . N ;\

The thlrd p'as‘ of.bhe war’was inltlated in the late 1970s,
when the EGP began Ho attack ‘army units -and ‘convoys. This stage
is still in-effect. . .The EGP: makes no attempt to hold territory or
engage government forces in large- scale battles.

Only durlng the fourth and final stage of war does EGP doc-
trine call for the declaration of liberated zones and an attempt
to hold them from government troops. In light of the EGP's cur-
rent strategic retreat, it is not likely to call soon for a shift
to the tactics prescribed for- the '‘final stage of the struggle.

Guerrillas View Present "Coyuntura” as Favorable

The EGP believes that the present conjunction of circum- -
stances (coyuntura) in the ‘class struggle is highly favorable to
the insurgency. Profound Guatemalan ‘'social transformations have
taken place over the past 20 years. The EGP feels that the
introduction of new agricultural technology has increased the
exploitation of rural workers

Many small landholders have been fraudulently deprived of
their land. Similarly, the. unchecked ;population explosion among
the Indians has caused the’ size’ of Indlan landholdings to dwindle
to the point where s@if suff1c1ency 1s ‘not possible.

EGP 1deology calls for spreadlng the war throughout the
country and inflicting the greatest number of casualties on gov-
ernment forces by creating new guerrilla fronts in new terrltory
whenever possible. EGP organizational work among the masses aims
at their broad part1c1patlon in the insurrection. 1Its propaganda
emphasizes the government's discrimination against and oppression

of the iIndians, workers' grlevances, .and the people's rlght to the
land. . :
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EGP Tactics Call for Incréasﬁngly Hoié’ﬁevastating Attacks

- EGP military doctrine emphasizes small unit atctions against
‘targets from . which the attacking unit can disengage at will and on .
short-notice. 1In practice, this means that most EGP and other
insurgent actions are more “"terrorist® . than "military® in nature.
Most guerrilla attacks are made from:hidden positions upon unsus-

pecting targets, such as convoys@,'mh%;guerrillas seldom attack
army patrols in the field. :

The simplest gquerrilla action is "armed propaganda, ™ which
means coercing Vil;agerg,by force of arms to attend pPropaganda
meetingSgQ;Theﬁﬁextiactiﬁﬁ':ﬁkéaﬁoﬁaQQ}HWherein farm machinery and
buildings'OWned;ﬁnyﬁgn;é"ge“agriﬁbhsinéss operations are burned
or bombéd. - 7 e tl e T LT T R T T *

Pt

Next are "military takings"™ of farms or towns. Generally,
EGP forces will kill the owner of such a farm, an administrator
"known for eppressing the workers," a spy, or a "hated” mayor,
etc. These murders are termed “"doing justice.®

. Attacks against"military units are usually " made while a unit
ig} in transit.. These are known as *ambushes® -or *"harassment
attacks.® Occasionally, EGP tactjicians .decide they have such an

advantage of terrain, numbers, or surprise that they will under-
take an "annihilation -attack.” '

.M

Foe of North American "Imperialism® .

P TRy L=

. - . | . . N N : ‘::-?;5'-
Anti-Americanism is a fundamental EGP tenet. EGP propaganda
states that: I ‘ .

"After ten years of struggle we-recognize all the more that
North-American imperialism is our historic common enemy- We
know that it will copntinue its attempt to drown the legiti-
maté-aSpirations‘oﬁjbuﬁ,geopléifdr liberty and sovereignty in
blood. 'But we 'are confident of victory and the justice of
our struggle. For these reasons we demand that everyone con-
tinue-doing what they can to further the cause.of our people,
whose solidarity is\increasing at all levels, which contrib-
utes directly to the highlighting of the genocidal intentions
of North-American imperialism and the governments which serve
as its instruments. The victory of the Guatemalan people
will be the victory over eXploitation, oppression, discrim-~

ination, and repression.”. o
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Less Marxist ORPA.approaching EGP in Strength

ORPA Based in San Marcos

The blows the EGP received from the army in
1982 have caused the traditionally second-ranked
ORPA_to be considered an equal threat. ‘to the gov-
ernment. While the EGP has been— etreatlng into
the remote regions.of northern’' H huetenango and
El Quiche, ORPA has continued. to harass army forces
sthroughout San Marcos, Quezaltenango, and the Lake
Atitlan area of Solola. Nonetheless, ORPA did

Jmake an unprecedented publlclacknowledqment of -its

setbacks at the hands of "government .forcesiin
;MeX1co Caty in- @ctober.' ‘IR any- events the army has
considered ORPA's threat dgreat énough to merit the
deployment of two new task forces to counter it.

.+ "ORPA is believed to’ have,GDO—BUD well-armed combatants and
‘numerous sympathizers. The region in which ORPA operates most .
freely is to-the west and. south 9§ Lake Atitlan in Solola Depart-
ment. Although it also has forcdsd in the southeastern Department of
Santa.Rosa on the Tecuamburo Volcano,. they recently have suffered
great losses at the’ handds the army. 'Although the ORPA contingent
on Tecuamburo once agreed ,g{OV1de leadership and loglstlcal
support for the PGT-D f$@belrag®led .local contingent, it is now_ in
like c1rcumstances and has apg%oached the FAR for assistance.

eé
ORPA's leadershlp splli%f:

thegEAR in 1971 but .did not engage

in armed action against t»e Q. gent until 1979. ‘Exactly when ORPA

was formed is not g?@aﬁ.- & 9, however, it quickly grew into

a formidable insurgent grd&¥p. ‘It operates in heavily armed columns

of about 50. combatants, most“@f whom have been trained in Cuba
Althcugh it has been reported that almost all ORPA members

have M-16s, in January 1983 ORPA was engaged in what it called

"The Campaign of 100 Arms® to 1ncrease its firepower. 1Its goal

" was -to obtain weapons‘frcm the army. 'To that end, one of the

lgrger operations included the ambush of an army convoy south of
Lake Atitlan on the road between Quezaltenango and Retalhuleu.
Fourteen soldiers were killed, and numerous government weapons
were recovered. These would have been Galil rifles.

%

ORPA Less Marxist Than Other Groups

Although it 1is an offshoot of the FAR, ORPA is not considered
by 1its tnree colleagues in the URNG to be a Harx1st organization.
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It is more a nationalist group-that has. vowed to cleanse the cefin-
try.of the "cprrupt elite" which it alleges%oppresses the people.
Under the leadership of Rodrlgo Asturias Amado ("Comandante
Gaspar”™), ORPA has focused its opposition to the governing regime
on corruptlon and- other abuses rather than on ideology. This ocut-

- 1look is reflected in the propaganda that ORPA distributes to local

Indians, none of Wthh contalns Marx1st rhetoric.
TR . s L™
Of the URNG member organlzatlons, only ORPA S organizational
logo lacks Marxist symbolism. It uses a depiction of an e€xploding
volcano, compared with the EGP's likeness of Che Guevara and the
FAR's and. PGT D s hammer‘andfsrckle@,ww~¢ ‘ :

'\r’

An 1nd1cat10n of ASEUFias® 1ntentlon to avoid becoming a
Marxist pawn was his veto of the dlspatch of a URNG delegation to
Europe in early 1982, because the trip was to have been sponsored
by the communist front World Peace Council. His action was based
on the ORPA belief that no one tendency within the URNG should be
able to dominate foreign contacts merely because it could draw on
the financial support of "an external organization of a specific
orientation.® -

ORPA Recently Reduced'?rimary Fronts to Two

Although ORPA has been d01ng better than the EGP in confron-
tations with government foerces, it has taken its share of losses.
As a result, it has reduced the number of its primary fronts to
two. One of these commands cperates in the vicinity of Lake
Atitlan; the other .is.active in San Marcos. A ‘third front on the'
Tecuamburo Voléano in San Marcos is in very poor shape and under
severe pressure from the armyu

ORPA's headquarters probably is in MeX1co Its former head-
quarters on the slopes of the Tajumulco Volcano northeast of the

- .city of San Marcos. was @verrun.by army: forces in August 1982,
"{Asturias and most .of 'his men were able . to escape. But Asturias'

deputy,_"Comandante Manuel,t was one of 11 ORPA combatants kllled
in the engagement : ,

Prior to. the recent consolidation, two ORPA fronts operated
from the Tajumulco Volcane. Each had about 50 well-armed, "Cuban-
trained combatants: These fronts probably .continue to operate
under the aegis of the newly consolidated command structure. One,
known as "Diego Tzoc," is under the command of "Comandante Anibal."
.The otner, known as "El Brote," is commanded by "Captain Nay."

[y
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ORPA's Lake Atitlan forces were led for quite some time by an
allegedly brilliapt mathematicidn named. Ricardo "Dicky"™ Stein,
whose father is a leading member of Guatemala's Jewish community.
Although Stein may, still lead a- column in this vicinity, overall
control is now in the hands of Pedro Pablo Palma Lau ("Poncho™),
Palma is considered ong of ORPA's‘best field commanders despite
the fact that his chronic. asthma weakens him to the extent that he
needs assistance to leavethe field fellowing combat.

ORPA forces operétingtin San Marcos are.led by "Comandante
Isaias,” an excellent tactician. His was the force that carried
out the above-mentiocned attack on the army convoy. .

Efont. It is led by "Raphael,"
- , nowh gistdeputy is FNU Dary ("Agimael™),

whose brother, Dr: Mario“Dary, a former redtor of the University

of San Carlos, was killed in December 1982+ ‘

" ORPA.also has a - limite

An indication of the level of 'army concern about the situa-
tion in the Lake Atitlan area was the January 1983 formation of a
"regional command® in Retalhuleu under the direction of the army's
Deputy Chief of Staff. This action had been preceded last fall by
the formation of the “Quirigua® task force at Santa Ana Belin in
San Marcos. : L | '

- . -4 .

ORPA grew quickly following its inception in 1979. One of
its early goals was to be able to operate in the capital as well
as in rural areas. For this reason,. ORPA embarked upon a rapid

expansion of its urban safe-house network.

The speedy growth of ORPA's urban operation, however, was not
accompanied by good security. As a result, in the summer of 1981
the army was-able to destroy most of ORPA's urban apparatus with
raids on more than 25 safe houses in which more than 30 cadre were
killed. The army captured tons of weapons and .supplies in that
effort. = By mid-1982 ORPA felt confident enough to attempt to
reestablish'its.néthrkﬁdiﬁéafé houses. in the capital. - This
undertaking, héwever, haEwbeen'ratheriéffectively contained by
heavy government security. Government contrel of traffic into and
out of the city has made resupply of weapons from the few urban

safe houses to rural cadre almost impossible.

Governmedt successes against ORPA have also been quite marked
in Chimaltenango. In the fall of 1981 ORPA had attempted to expand
from its San Marcos base area into Chimaltenango. It .took such’

heavy losses, however, that it was forced to leave Chimaltenango
Lo the EGP's Sandino front.. S .
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ORPA's forces on the slopes of the#fecuamburo Volcano in Santa
Rosa also have been seriously affected by army attacks. The ORPA
column based there had 55 combatants.in June 1982 and only 30 three
months later. Tt has ceased operations and concealed its combat-.
. ants within the coffee' harvest workforce on the volcano,

ORPA Leader Astu}ias_ls ClaSSic-Caudillo'Figure

"Comandante Gaspar,® the son of Nobel Prize—winqing author
Miguel Angel Asturias, is a strong and persuasive leader who has
great difficulty cooperating with others. Since “the ‘beginning of
attempts: to unify the Guatemalan oppgsition, Asturias has. been the
stumbling block.  Hé| almostibelieves I's ‘repeated corténtion that
ORPA can win .the war, withdit the hely’'o
organizations. ) h .

fl'£he ‘other insurgent

" Asturias has a ;dng,hisfory of involvement in left-wing strug-
gles to overthrow the Guatemalan Government. He joined the PGT
while still a’ student but broke away in the late 1960s following a
dispute with ‘the leadership over its refusal to adopt armed struggle.

Asturias joined the FAR in 1971 to take part in its insurgency
in E1 Peten. Almost immediately he developed an intense personal
dislike for FAR leader Jorge Ismael- Soto Garcia (%Pablo Monsanto®).
This dislike, no doubt infliuenced by Asturias' coveting of Soto's .
leadership position, was' also based on strong differences of opinion
over strategy:- _ : ’ :

Asturias .believes firmly 4in ‘incorporating the Indians into the
guerrilla war as combatants. Soto, however, at least until recently,
has felt that Indians are unfit tg, be revolutionaries because they
have yet to pass through the "proletarian® phase of class development.

Asturias dislikés'EGP d@ficial'lgader'Ricardo Ramirez de Leon
, ("Rolapdo");.nRamirez‘iS;Astugias‘fppimary'competitor;ﬁo be Guate-
1 mala's Fidel Castro.! Additionally, the EGP has mounted terrorist

- attacks in Guatemala City-without coordinating them with ORPA.

 Asturias believes this threatens the fragile unity of the guerrillas.
Despite his adoption of the revolutionary struggle; Asturias

retains much of the bourgeois lifestyle he lived as a youth in

Paris and other European capitals.- He is fond of. expensive cognac

and scotch and has a well-known weakness for women. He has

" recognized the leadership position of his subordinate commanders

by giving them expensive ROIex‘watches’and mini Pentax cameras.

ORPA was created by Asturias as his personal vehicle; as such,
it reflects nis soc¢ial beliefs and military strategv. Some clues
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to Asturias' beliefs, and hence thbose of ORPA, are given by
Asturias' adoption of the name "Gaspar™" as his nom de guerre.
"Gaspar™ was one of the protagonists of the novel Hombres de Maiz
(The Corn Men) by Asturias' father. - The novel CONCErns the harsh
struggle of the campesinos to survive in the face of rampant
government corruption and excesses. :

ORPA Uses Indian Combatants But Not ?oilowers

Asturias' long-held belief that -Indians should be incorporate
into the guerrilla movement as combatants was a factor contributingﬁk
to his departure from the FAR. ORPA's use of Indians is tempered,
however, by Asturias' viey of ORPA, as a disciplined military
organiZaﬁian470REAptréQ§$;are;gé erally considered.to be the best

trained- and agmed:lin ‘theqlerrilla.movedent. ~
PO PR R I :

o Because Asturias sees ORPA as a military organization, he

does not permit the use of folloyers. Thus,> ORPA has a much smal-
ler base of supporters than the EGP, which makes extensive use of
Indian logistical support. This smaller base is also due to ORPA's
fack of a vision of a full-scale social movement akin ‘to the Marx-
ism of the EGP,

ORPA's Indian strategy, which once caused it to lag behind
the EGP in strength, is currently énabling it to weather army
pressure better than the EGP. Because ORPA did not depend on a
broad-based network of Indian supporters for logistical needs,
army neutralization of such supporters has hurt it less.

ORPA strongly objects to the current EGP strategy of attack-
ing villages containing CDFs and engaging in wholesale human rights
abuses. - It is.OhPA'S_view that such a policy will only cause more
defections from the guerrilla cause, . ORPA has continued its
program of burning fincas, engaging in selective killings, and
harassing the army and police. It does not single out CDFs as
targets Qfgopportupityﬁ,fmhis_aidswrts*p:opaganda effort describing

ORPA as.the true friend of the people..

Two ORPA Spinoff.Gfdups ﬁave Been Thorn in Governﬁent's Side -

The first group to split from ORPA was known as "Our Move—
ment"™ (NM). .It was led by current ORPA Comandante Pedro Palma's
brother Edgar. Edgar Palma Lau, at one time also an ORPA
comandante,-left ORPA in 1979 with a third Palma brother, Minor,
to found the NM. The brothers left ORPA because they felt it
should have a political as well as military program. }NM was
tnought to have gorne into a-.-dormant state after zdgar -was killed
by government forces in January 1932.
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In October 1982 Mlnor Palma Lau apd,a former ORPA comandante
called Efrain broke away from d¥ to form the People's Revolution-
ary Movement (MRP). The MRP initiated its activities with the
kidnapping of a nephew of Rios Montt. Its next action was the
kidnapping of the Guatemalan daughter of Honduran President SuaZzo.

The MRP had hoped toc use the kldnapplng of the Pre51dent s
nephew to force the release of a fellow guerrllla, Ileana del
Rosario. Solares. But Ms. Solares died while in government -Hands.
Before her death she provided considerable valuable informaticon on
the NM, which was larger and better organized than had'been thought.

/ﬁs The Pre51dent s nephew. was released by a raid on the MRP safe
houde in: whlch he was ‘being held. ThHe'raid was planned by six
Israeli adv1sers a581gne:¢;owthe L'g, 1dent1al Intelligence
Service. The government s efforts to gain tactical intelligence
through the interrogation of- captured MRP cadre were dlrected by
two of the Israeli advisers. .

Two'guerrillaS'were killed in the assault upon the safe house,
and several weapons were captured. These included two Israeli-made .
Uzi submachinegquns and three American-made Browning 9 mm pistols.

FAR Operates in El Peten

FAR HNot Hurt by Current Offensive

Guatemala's lntelllgence community believes
that the doctrlnally pure Marxist-Leninist FAR is
potentially the most dangerous of theé Guatemalan
guerrilla organizations. The FAR is. a serious
problem for government forces .in El Peten and will
continue to be so at least until the new task force
recently organlzed to combat 1t becomes fully
operatlonal o

A

FUERZAS RRMADAS
REBELDES :

The.FAR_has‘enéaged“in’relatiVéﬁy‘few military
actions in the past three years compared with the
EGP and ORPA. .During this time it has built its
forces to 150-300 combatants and .sent many of them
to Nicaragua and Cuba for .training.

The FAR's El Peten. forces have suffered little in the ongoing
army offensive; reports are regularly received of FAR-actions
throughout the Department. Its success in El Peten led the FAR to
uetall a group of highly. trained. comnandos to Chimaltenango to aid
-n=a EGP's alllng sandino front.
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The: TAR has inflicted the Jreatest number of casualties on e
the army 'in a single engagement in the conflict. This occurred in
October 1982 when it killed 19 troops in an ambush initiated by
the explosion of a4 claymore mine. The FAR confiscated the weapons

‘carried by ‘the detachment, presumably Galil rifles, and withdrew.

Shortly after this attack, the army responded by burning the .
homes and crops of two nearby villagérs for their support of FAR
activities. The FAR retaliated with an attack on a neighboring
village. The army"s massSacre of the. peaple of Los Dos R's came
shortly thereafter. ‘ T :

The government is taking the FAR threat seriously. The ., "
army's‘newly-formed§3tratqgicgreagﬁi n-'force has been assigned to E
a nev task.force in!El'‘Reteh for 'just! this reason.® After the task
force has had an.oppérkimity:to orgifiize.patrol bases in remote
reaches of its area of oOperations and CDPFs in nearby villages, it
should have the success that has crowned similar efforts in the

“altiplano.

- An important aspect of the government's recent program has
_been its emphasis on combatting the latent insurgency created by
government and societal dbuses of the population. If similar
progress is to be made in El Peten, the army will have to-prevent
"incidents like the one at Los Dos R's. 1In that instance even CDF
members who had demonstrated their loyalty to the government were
slaughtered. = Such incidents, outrageous enough in the abstract,
are particularly unwise considering the crucial role the CDFs have
played in the gdvernmentfs ‘successes to date.

®FAR Has Four Operational»?dnés

The FPAR'sS national directorate is located in Guatemala City.
From. there, the activities of the forces in the other three zones
are directed. FAR's other zones are -E1 Peten, Chimaltenango, and
the Santa Rosa area. _ :

The FAR depominates El .Peten a “the Captain Androcolos
Hernandez regior, which has-three fronts. The Raul Orlantes
Trocoli front operates-in central El Peten and near Melchor de
Mencos on the border with Belize. The Feliciano Argueta Rojas
front operates in the region between Flores and Poptun. The most
active El Peten front is the Lucio Ramirez front, which operates
in the western part of the Departifient near the Mexican border. It
is the Turcios Lima column of the Ramirez front. that +4s thought to
be responsible for tpg’Sayaxcﬁe ambush and many other recent .
incidents near Las Cruces. '
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The focus of FAR.S activities in its central region has been
Chimaltenango, the ‘territory of ‘the Tecum Uman front. The forces
now constituting this front were transfermed'f:om El Peten's
Argueta Rojas front. The Tecum Uman front,- though not as powerful
as when it arrived, is the source of most of the army's remaining
problems in Chimaltenango; the EGP's Sandino front has been effec-
tively nuetralized.:fThe‘othef'FARffront'iq the central 'region is
the Captain SergiQ.AnibaltRamirez.froat, which operates sporadic-
ally in Guatemala City and’surroundidg -villages. It is only a
minor dirritant to the government. '

_ i .

The southern region of the FAR includes the Departments of
Escuintla%ﬁndeantafRQ§a;u;mhe;captffSantés Salazar front which
operatngiQ¥th;sji§§idm" traditignally lacked the support of
the top FAR ieaderSfahd&hasxnévef“b@éﬁfVeryﬁactive._”However, the
FAR may have decided recehtly to invigorate the front, One report
indicate® that 45 combatants who have just completed training in

Cuba will be assignéd to the Santa Rosa region.

+Confident FAR Now-Intriguing Against Declining EGP .,

Recent activities of the FAR indicate that it considers EGP
power to be waning. It also appears to concur in the:army's
assessment that ORPA 'is the greatest near—term threat to the
government. . As‘a result, it has sought to improve its position in
Guatemala's revolutionary ranking. 1Its most ambitious effort has °*
been to marginalize the EGP front. in Chimaltenango. At the same
timé, however, it is making overtures to ‘its estranged parent
organization, the PGT~0, and offering its "support" to struggling
ORPA forces on the Tecuamburo Volcano in Santa Rosa, where it

would send the Cuban-trained .combatants.

The EGP feels threatened by FAR activities in Chimaltenango.
Although both organizations have been punished by the army's
offensive, the FAR has been able to mount -operations more easily
than the EGP. e

. L
. o

The FAR believes that the URNG will remain a paper organiza-
tion until the members. can .learn to work together for their common
good, presumably as defined by the FAR. 1Indeed, in the past the
FAR has bowed 'to the ideal of URNG unity by refusing to have
bilateral relations with the non-URNG member PGT-0, insisting that
the PGT-0O approach the URMNG as a whole. .In mid-December 1982,
however, the FAR changed this policy and offered to establish
bilateral relations with the PGT-0. The FAR cautioned the PGT-0
mot to make this approach known. to the URIG. .

N




' Party (PGT-D) operates primarily in Guatemala

- sident wing). of the Guatemalan Labor. tCommunist)

FAX Led by "Pablo ilensanto™ o
T L R T el

Jorge Ismael Soto Garcia ("Pablo Monsanto"), age 42, has led
the FAR since the late 1960s. Only sketchy information is available
on other FAR personalities. "Comandante Ramon" is a member of the
National Directorate and in Charge of international relations. Soto
recently ordered that Nicolas Sis, FAR's representative on the URNG,
be replaced by Ramor QOrtiz of the Guatemala City unit.

Soto, described.as a ruthless Mar¥Xist—Leninist terrorist, is
said to have become a guerrilla at.the age of 15. He is a rather
fnflexible person not known.for strategic vision; primarily he is a
tactician‘yhogleags;heinyygwponvsﬁb@rdiﬁates for political and
ideological advice.. Nopetheless, . to has-differed with subordi-
nates onthe gquestion’ of vedriitme T9F- Endians which, until
recently at least, he opposed. . He has arqgued that recruits shoulgd
come exclusively from the proletariat and non-Indian beasantry.

The FAR has long been strongly anti-American. In 1968, its
operative Leqnardo"Caétillo Johnson led the group that killegd two
American military personnel, Col. Webber and Lt. cCdr. Munroe.
Castillo was bent upon vengeance for the death of his girlfriend
Rogelia Cruz, a ‘former Miss Guatemala, who was killeg by the secu-
rity forces. The FAR is also responsible for the 1968 murder of US
Ambassador John Gordon Mein.

The FAR was formed in 1962 as the'military arm of the Guatemalan
Labor (Communist) Party (PGT). It split from the PGT in 1968 because
of differences over the party's reluctance to enter armed struggle.

.

- PGT-D Is Junior Member of URNG

PGT-D Crumbling Under Government Preséure

The National Diréctitn Nucleus (i.e., dis-

City and Chimaltenango, although a bedraggled
unit struggles to :survive in Santa Rosa. The
PGT-D has considerably fewer than the. 200 com-
batants it was estimated to have in late 1982.
It has had difficultyi establishing meaningful PCT
contact with ther Guatemalan guerrllla>9rg§n— \UUCLEO DE DIRECCION NACIONAL
1zations, and by the end of 1982 was plaintively

reguesting aid from all comers, especially ORPA

and tne FAR. Its final humiliation, nerhaps, is its indication

IhAat LT 1S Ali.1ny to'megge onc=2 again with the PGT-0.
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The PGT-D in 1981 sent 19 nllltants to Cuba for training.
As of late July 1982, none had returned. -Although the party knew
that three of its members had been kllled attempting to enter
Mexice without documents, the fate of the others was unknown.

The PGT-D was.reported to have had more than 400 active
members in the spring of 1982, but by the -end of the summer the
government -had reduced that number to 200. Of the 200, the
majority were said to bé-in Chimaltenango and the remainder in the

"capital and Santa Rosa. Many former PGT-D. militants’in

Chimaltenango reportedly have jolned CDFS.

»Cardoza Formed PGT ~D ;n_l978 i

The PGT -D- spllt fr ke or ogox w1ng of the party in 1978
because of continued PGT unw1lllngness to embrace armed struggle
as the tonic for Guatemala S. social ills. Personality conflicts
also ‘entered into the decision. . The PGT-D's founder, longtlme
communist Jose Alberto Cardoza Aqullar, age 64, had lived in
Mexico in the 1973-77 period. He had been upset that he was not
given a responsible assignment upon his return to-Guatemala

Cardoza's colleagues w1th1n the PGT-D also have recently
shoved him aside. They were angered because Cardoza had not
returned to Guatemala since late 1980, when he went to Managua and
Havana for the early talks -on unification of Guatemala's gquerrilla
organizations. The central committee of the PGT-D voted on
July 28, 1982, to name Manuel Contreras ("Comandante Tino") as
permanent Secretary General of the PGT-D and offered Cardoza the

‘post of Secretary General for Internatlonal Affairs on a take-it-

or-leave-it basis. It has .also been reported however, that the
PGT-~D is now led by Carlos Gonzalez.

The losses 1ncurred by the PGT -D ‘last summer have caused it
to explore the 90551b111ty of reunification with the orthodox wing
of the party, the RGT-0.-: The PGT-D, is even willing to accept a
secondary .role in a. reunlted oanty,J Cardoza S ouster makes it
more llkely that a . reunlflcatlon W1ll occur. .

‘PGT-O§ "Modérete SOV1et -Line Party

PGT-0 Hlstorlcally Reluctant To Embrace Armed Struggle

The final actor on Guatemala's rewolutionary stage is the
orthodox wing of the Guatemalan Labor (Communist) Party (PGT-0).
Although all four URNG member groups sprang from it, the ?GT-0 has
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. naver becowe a menber of URNG. It has not initiated 3 program of
guerrilla warfare because it believes that politicization of the
. masses must precede armed.struggle.i‘A careful analysis of the
' "PGT~Q's actions, Oor inactions, reveals that by the standards of &
American constitutional law it is basically a democratic party in
that it does not 'advocate "immediate” violence as the .solution to
the country's political problems.

The PGT-O has, however, bequn preparation for combat. In Decem-
. ber 1981, it organized its.military arm, .the Popular Forcesyof the
. People (CFPP). Chrrentlygit is engaged. in extensive training opera-
tions. Whether it will soon enter combat and the URNG or choose to
. participate in elections will be determined by the fortunes of party
leader Ricardo Rosales.Roman,as he ;attempts to boew to the militants,
Lo with the Support of mi “Eafy“trarni“gyjyetjdefer. litary action on
- ‘.| the grounds “that - ightg: IR

*x " Rosales no doubt will ‘argue for participation in the elections.
¥ This could split the party again or terminate Rosales' career as

"‘$%%dér. , ,
Fe. o) ,r-w.- 2 £

dbﬁhdniéﬁ.Countries Train PGT-0 Cadres

As the "official®™ Communist Party of Guatemala; the PGT-0 has
received a great dedl of'aid and training.from the Soviet Union
and other bloc countries, " Rosales has visited the Soviet
Union and other bloc countries, on numerous occasions in search
of military aid and training. o ‘ '

&

- Ten'PGT-0 militants received three months of medical corps
training in East Germany in the spring of 1982. 1In September, the
barty sent nine members to the Soviét Union for six months of )
military training at the captain level,

Cuba has also provided, assistance for the PGT-O. Thirty
PGT-0O hmembérs began. two months of military studies there in June
1982, 1In addition, Cuba gave six party leaders 40" days. of train-
. ing at the general'sﬁhff}1éyél;and‘bfﬁenédyto train 12 others as
company leaders.. Czechoslovakia has made a gesture of support for
the PGT-0 by sending it a large offset printing press for, its
propaganda operation in Mexicto City. .~ ‘
Other guerrilila organizatioﬁ% in Central América have aided the

GT-0. The'Salvadorap insurgents organized a brogram for training

12 -
14 PGT-0 members at' a time and 'suggested that the program be
2xpanded to 30 students by January 1983. The Salvadoran Conmunist
22727 in 1932 nosted a 3ix~-week course in-Managua for four 22T-n
i2mhDa2c3 2a che oroduction and. handling. 0f 2x2losives an-d Mines.,
AT e J
SEERBEAH O R~ R b B S A B B0 EORBEFCH—HABLOM s
“HOE—REFHASABEE—2E CONERACROREACONSTLRANEAS
BES SRS IR RO N AN ERERACPT NP NPORMABTOHN




Sandinistas Cool to-PGIfO"

When Cuba directed several PGT-O members to avoid Mexico and
travel through Nicaraqua on their way to Havana in early 1982, the
Nicaraguans refused to assist them, saying they had no lodging
facilities. fThe Sandinistas have agreed, however, to permit Bulgar-
ian arms to be transshipped from Cuba through Nicaraqua to the PGT-0O.

Nicaragua's unwillingness to be particularly helpful to the
PGT-0 was also illustrated in September 1981, when FSLN junta
members Tomas Borge and Daniel and Humberto Ortega were unsuccess-
ful in an attempt to aid the PGT-O. The Nicaraguan faction
opposed '‘to-entry.of the,PET~0 into thegueérrilla struggle was led

by JaimelWHeeléckgf;His’ﬁa?tion supported ORPA, EGP, and FAR.

The PGT-0 believes that this Nicaraguan preference for the
other guerrilla organizations is based on the PGT-0's status as a
party of intellectuals. PGT-0 leaders believe that the Nicara-
guans fear the PGT-0 intellectuals would be able to dominate the
other groups. More likely, however, the Nicaraguans fear that the
action-oriented guerrilla organizations 'would be smothered into
inaction by the tendentious rhetoric of the PGT-0,

PGT-0 Sees Itself as Arbiter of Marxist Tenets

- As the "orthodox" Communist Party of Guatemala, the PGT-O
feels that it is the annéihted'interprete: of . the Marxist gospel.
It regards ‘the other guerrilla forces as having combined a belief
in old-fashioned communist. dogma with only a half-understanding of
Marxist-Leninist principles. This confusion, according to the
PGT-0, results in internal frictions and the erroneous belief that
socialist.regimes can be established as soon as a military victory
is achieved. ' ' : ' -

The PGI-0 holds that, there can .be no instant socialism in
Central America. Such fundamental social change can take place
only after a long period of political indoctrination during good
economic. times. In order to build a strong economy in a revolu-
tionary Guatemala, the PGT-0 believes that aid and investment from
the capitalist countries would have to be attracted. To do this,
a policy of genuine nonalignment would have to be adopted.

Long,discussions»of'Marxistiphilosophy appear to have ener-
vated the party. As}noted{above, it only recently came to the
decision that the politicization of the masses may be nearing the
point necessary for the, initiation of armed struggle. Such a
decision, 1if '‘put into effect; would come at the wrong time,
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considering the progress the Rios Montt government has made in
social reform, i.e., in removing the root causes of the insurgency.
With just a few exceptlons, perhaps 1nclud1ng the kldnapplng
of newspaper owner Alvaro Contreras, the PGT-0 has embarked only

on training expeditions, not terrorism and gquerrilla warfare.

PGT~-0 Leader Under Fire for Inaction

come to power,

PGT-~0 leader Rosales is about 50 years of age. He is gy
‘nature a cautious and' somewhat opportunistic person and is not
considered to be a hardline Marxist-Leninist. He appears amenable
to having correct, businesslike relatlons w1th the US should he

In- June 1982 Rosales was the ob}e . offan 1ntr1gue led by
Central Committee member Carlos Orantes Troccoli. The Orantes
faction charged that Rosales had been delaylng efforts to prepare
-the PGT-0 to enter the military struggle in Guatemala. “Rosales
offered to re51gn//f the committee sgd desired. That it did not
make the reques;/apparently was credited as.much to-Orantes' not
belng con51dered an able leader as to Rosales' popularity.

Rosales was once 'described by an Embassy Guatemala officer as
a believer in "peaceful coexistence.® He appears to have joined
the JPT, a communist party youth group, in 1956. At any rate, he
led it to victory in the student government elections at the
University of San Carlos in 1962, when he was elected President of

- the University Student Association.

After the Revolution

URNG Statements on Postwar Government Positive

As recently as July 1982 the URNG was considered to have the
capability to seize power by 1985 Th;s :no longer appears to be
the case, Nonetheless,~1t ig’ useful to con51der statements by the
URNG concernlng the nature of the reglme it proposes.

Most URNG propaganda focuses on the on901ng war rather than
the nature of postwar 5001ety. ‘When the URNG was formed in
Jaguary 1982, however, it publlshed its flve—p01nt program for a
revolutionary government: ° .

I. The revolution will put an end to the repression of the
people and guarantee them life, peace, and the supreme
rights of humanlty .
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II. The revolution will:lay the foundation for solving the
fundamental necessities of the grand majority of the
people, to reach the ecomomic and political levels of the
great represgive rich people, Guatemalans and foreigners,
that govern_guatemala.\j

III. The revolutipn gué:ahtees the'équality of indigenocus
peoples and ladinos, ending cultural oppression and
discrimination. : : ,

IV. The revolution guaréntees the creation of a new society
in-which-all the patriotic, popular, and democratic

¥

Segtors are.represented.

SRR T e LR T A .

V. " The revolution guarantees the!'policy of nonalignment and
international cooperation that all poor countries need to
develop in today's world, pursuant to the guiding prin-
ciple of self-determination. .

Following each of the five points are paragraphs expanding
upon them. The subparagraphs guarantee freedom of association,
expression, thought, and religion. They state that the revolution
will respect the right of the people t8 elect their local, munic-
ipal, and national authorities. They note that although the
properties of the "great repressive rich® will be confiscated to
help take care of the needs of the workers, small and medium-size
entrepreneurs will be welcomed. Equal rights for women are

guaranteed, K

URNG Govermnment Likely To Emulate Sandinistas

Despite the cl%sSically Pluralistic and democratic promises
of the URNG unity statement, it can be inferred that a URNG
- goyernment would emulate the Sandinista redime in Nicaragua. This
Observation stems primarily from consideration of the "anti-
imperialist™ rhetoric of the EGP, FAR,.and PGT-D and their use of
traditional-Margist -symbolism: The™ EGP. even decided to share a
hero with the Sandinistas when it named its sixth front for
Augusto Cesar Sandino. ' : I

There is of course the possibility that URNG non-Marxist
, supporters would be able to influence the course of a revolution-
ary government. For example, some member groups of the Democratic
Front Against Repression (FDCR) and the persons who belong to the
Guatemalan Committee of Patriotic Unity (CGUP) are not Marxists.
Some of them represent religious groups. Again, the Nicaraguan
model seems to argue powerfully against the ability of the
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non-armed groups.to .moderate the demands of those accustomed to
operating with the force of arms. Ce
. ! . -

The role of the Indians in a post-revolutionary society is
also a point of interest. Would these descendants of the HMaya be
able to exercise a moderating influence upon the ladino leaders of
the guerrilla organizations? - Would their traditional and mystic
religiosity act as a brake on those in-power?’

It is doubtful  that the Indians. cbuld play such a role. To
date they have been unable to mobilize their cultural resources in
such a manner. If it is not the ladino military or finca owners
who order them to.behave in..one manner or another, it is the

-ladino gyexri;lﬁfleadgt§fl Although ‘the} heritage of the Guatemalan
'zIndianS*iS“ﬁissiﬁilaﬁfﬁtomﬁ '

that. ¢F- e 'Nicaraguan ‘Miskito, they do
share the history of being an indigenous people caught in a civil
war between warring groups of the dominant culture. Nothing in
the post—revolutionary‘Nicaraguan experience suggests that such a
group would play more than the most marginal role in a
revolutionary society.

The member groups of the URNG have'long accepted aid from
East bloc countries;and.coqld be expected to continue to do so
after gaining power. URNGC leaders, as military people, could be

'exgected to devote a considerable percentage of the national
bu

get to the military. They would fend off calls for increased
allocations to social programs with references to the imperialist
threat, according to the Nicaraguan model.

The URNG achieved what political power it has from the
barrels of guns. It would be naive to believe that the URNG would
lay down its arms of its own accord and trust its fortunes to
elections, particularly in light of the insurgent experience in
the 1966 elections. ‘ :
vThe¢_§;xist-ﬁenet‘thaﬁ;teLigion;isﬁﬁheuopiate of the people
would, -however, bose a problem. for 'a’ URNG government. Much of the
URNG's' support comes from Indians who believe strongly in their
unique form of mystic Catholicism. Other supporters ‘are more
orthodox Catholics upset by government murder of their priests, a
final.group of Catholics‘axe‘thbse_who believe in the theology of
liberation. Most evangelicals are thought to support the govern-

ment.

It is highly unlikely that the URNG would be the first Marx-
ist gbvernment to’ tolerate a center of power not coterminous with
its own. Church-state relations in a reyolutionary Guatemala
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Probably would be similar to those in other socialist . countries.
To return again to the Nicaraguan model, the church in that coun-
try is the backbone of the opposition. The goveknment has been,
with some exceptions, relatively cautious in the steps it has
taken against the church. - Nonetheless, the church has accom-
Plished little in its skirmishes with the government. A similar
fate would be in store for Guatemalan religious organizations in a
‘post-revolutionary-societyw. I ‘

i .

The URNG could be expected to organize the rural economy
along coopérative lines. The primary reason for this would be
Guatemala's status as a Third Wbdrld country sorely lacking in
economic infrastructure. To form a heavily centralized state-run

geconomy:w-h_e".reeye.ryr;emqgg“f.apm.wés,;al;st;_,at;e‘enterprise and every
| campesino:, ‘sma“$§ate‘émgﬁ@&héﬁéhtit;é.;ﬁﬁ*ﬁumerous‘benefits would
‘be impossible.” A miich simpler method of coming through on revolu-
tionary rhetoric would be-to confiscate large economic units,
agricultural or industrial,. and transfer them to the workers.

A URNG government probably would. tread more softly near
foreign~owned industries. Castro has advised the Sandinistas to
move slowly in this area in.order not to jeopardize the availabil-
ity of credit from Western sources. He could be expected to so
advise the URNG. . ' B
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