To James Mabuson, Efquire, ’

Str,
| YN adebate upon the Impoft Bill, you declared

I yourfelf an enemy to local attachments, and faid
you confidered yourfelf not merely tne reprefentative
of Pirginia, but of the United States, This declara-
tion was liberal, and the fentiment juft. Bue Sir,
does this accord with the intereft you take in amend.
ing the conftitution * You now hold out in juftifica.
tion of the part you take in foswaiding amendments,
that you have pledged yourfelf in fome meafure to
your conflituents, But,Sir,who are your eonfiituents ?
Are they the ele€tors of a fmal] diftiiét in Virginia ?
Thefe indeed gaye you a place in the federal legif.
latare; but the momient you were declired to be
clefted, you became the repretentative of three mil-
tions of people, and you are bound, by the princi.
ples of reprefentation and by your own declaration,
to promote the general good of the United States.
You had no right to declaie that you would =&t up-
on the Tentlments and wifhes of your immediate
conftituents, unlefs you fhoald bé convinced thar
the meafyres you advocate coincide with the withes
and intereft of the whole Unfon. If I have any
juft ideas of legiflation, this doctrine is incontrover.
tible; and if 1 know youw opinions, you believe it
t0 be fo,

Permit me then, with great rafpedt to afk, Sir,
how you can jullify yourfelf, in the ey2a of the
world, for efpoufing the caufe of smendments with
fo much earncline(s? Do you, Sir, belicve, thag the
people you reprefent gentrally wifh for amend.




mentt? If you do Sir, dyon are more egregicnily
miftzken than you ever weie before,  Jknow trom
the unanimous declaration of men in feveral ftates,
theough which I have Lutely traveiled, that amend-
ments are not generally withed fors on che ather
hand, } 3 are not ioned bur with the
moft pointed difapprobation,
The people, Sif, admit what the advocates of
amendnieats in Congrefs, generally allow, that the'
alterations propufed can do very little good or hurt,
as to 1he meritd of the confitution 5 but for this very
reafon they reprabate any attempt ts introduce them.
They f(ay, and with great juftice, that, at the mo-
ment when an excellent government is going into
operation ; when the hopes of millions are revived,
and their minds difpofed to acquiefce peaceably in
the federal laws; when the demagogues of taltion
have cealed to clamor, and their adherents are re.
conciled to the conftitution—Congrels are taking a
ftep which will revive the fpirit of party, (pread the
caufes of coutention through all the flates, call up
jealoufles which have no real foundation, and weak-
en the operations ot government, when the people
themfelves ars willung to give it energy., We fee,
in the debates, it is frequently aflerted, that fome
amendments will fatisfy the vppofition and give fta-
bulity to the government,

The_people, Sir, in the northern and middle
Hates do not believe a word of this—they do not
fee any oppufitivn~they find information and ex.
perience every where operating ta remove objedil.
ons, and they believe that thefe caufes will, though
flowly, preduce a chiange of conduét in North-Ca.
rofing and Rhode-Hind. It it not better to wait
for this event, than rifk the tumults that muft Brow
out ot anather debate upun the canflitution in every
one of the U ikted States,

Tt seems 1o be agreed on all honds that paper de-
claratons of rights are trifling things and no real fe-
curity to liberty. In general tey are a fubjeft of
sidicule,  In Eagland, 1t hasbeen neceflary for par.
lament to afvertain and declare what rights the na.
tion pafleliesyui order to limit the powers and claims

of the crown; but for 2 fovercign free people,

whole power is always equal, to declate, with the
foremnity of aconttitutional adl, We are aff LBorn free,
and Lave a_fow particular rights whith are drar to
usy azd of aibich e awill ngs deprizve ourfelwes, altho’
nve beave ourfelaies at full liberty ts abrige any of aur
otber rights, is a farce in government a3 novel s it
islndicrousy *
¥ am not difpofed to treat you, Sir, with difre.
fpedt; many years acquaintance has tanght me to
eiteem your virtues and refpeét your abilities, Na
mun ftands higher in my opinion, and people are
every where willing (0 place you among t{:’: moft
able, aftive and ufeful reprefentatives of the United
States, But they regret that Congrefs thould fpend
their time in throwing out an empty tub ta catch
people, either factious or uninformed, who might ba
taken more honorably by reafon and equitable Jaws.
They regret parucularly that Mr. Madifon's ta.
lents fhould be employed to bring forward amend.
ments, which, at beft can have littlg effeét upon the
merits of the conftitution, and may fow the feeds of
difcord from New Hampfhire to’ Georgia,
I am, Sir, &, PACIFICUS,
New-York, Avg. 14, 1789,
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