' .ERﬂA FACT SHEET
HUCLEAR EMERGEHCV SEARCH TEAﬁ (HES1)

A spscial gﬂoup of scliantists, engineers and technlé1nns -has beaﬁ
formad by the Energy Research and Devalopuent Aﬂm1n1:trat10n (ERDA). to
provide tachnica1 assistanca to the FBI in responding to nuc1ear thrants.

4] The group 1s called the Hucisar Emergency Search Team {NEST) and may be
used 1o help investigate the threatened theft or use of radicactive
: explosives or conventiona) axplosives devichs'that‘ might scatter nuclear .
gatorials. The radiation detectors used by NEST are frunéportid during
- tha sasrch by walking personnzl, small van or boat, or aircraft. Appro-
priate alumants of NEST can be mobiiized in two hours and may ba transparttd
"o the scens of the search by miiftary airlift, commercial or EROA ajrcrnft.
“or vshicle, ' . ‘
Cauntering nuclaur threats requires ‘taorwork by fad@ral. stateand .
10ca1 agencies. Tha Federal Bureau of Investigation has overall Juris-
diction at the federa’l Yevel, and 1s rtsponsibie for" tha Iega1 aspects
of any,counterthraat actlons.taken. . The Department of Dafense is respon31b1e
for explosive ordnance q1sp$sal. ERDA provides technical parsonnel and
equipment to ﬁssist in locating and neutraiizing radicactive material or -
devicas. ' ’
In addition, ERQA'can provide teqhnfca! personnel and equipment tc‘
respond to accidents involving radiological materfals or ntherwise through

standing radiologics) assistance teums or accident response groups.
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| " o ERDA parsonneI and aquipmant are preparad to' ..
| ' 1. Evaluate the technical credibl1ity of the thrsat.
,.' '. 2. Search for tho radioactive waterfal;
Lo " 3.. Identify the isotope and quantity of radibaétivq material;
j - " 4, Assess the probaﬁiiity of nqcle&f yisld or spread of radivactive
f B ‘waterfal; _ )
: . Assess the potential for personnel ihjury end property damage 1n
, _ the ‘ant of activation of the davice;.and |
i ' 5...Assist in the render-safe oparation. .
e " ERDA and fts Los Alenos (Hew Hexfco) Scientific Laboratory (LASLY: .
- .,quranca Livermore (California) Laboratory (LLL). Sandia Laboratories (SL)
in Albuqderquq. Hew H-xico°dnde1vafmora, Caiifornin; and an 1nduitr1a1‘
.-contractor. EEAS, of Boston,°ﬂassachuséttsl are conducting continuing _
research and study projects to mprove search capab111t1|s. ‘ '
The threats to which NEST 1s prepared to respond ray fnvolve Tnst or
stolen radioactive material, improvised nuclear dqvicasn or ‘improvised
© radicactivity dispersal devicés. |
If a nuclear threat is made or thgfé 1s'lny'reﬂson to suspect thht'-i;har
nuclear ‘explosives or devices to scatter radioactive matarials are involvad,
the FBI should be not{fied fmmdfately. The FBI, ERDA, and DOD are co-
'oparating in a rapid response capability tb counter a Qarilty of potential

nuclear threats.
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