ey DELISSIRER ssersarrese

B1, 1.4(D)

PACE 81 OF 87 ALGIER 62133 00 OF 03 0217091
INFO:  SHP 8L
------------------------- 22/48301 A0

ACTION OES-03

AAD-01  GEQ-G1
EUR-60 -8
ARG-0
SHP-08

ABS-00
£8-00

NEB-D0
PRS-01

INFO L0G-80  ACDA-13
DOEE-G0 EAP-08
j0-13 (-0
PA-g1  PH-08
EPAE-68 /863N

Sp-0

CMC REARCS

$O11176

17304

{TOTAL COPIES: gL

CIAE-00 DODE-08
INRE-60 1NR-81

------------------ 6S4FTL 2218311 /48 43

P 2217081 MAY 81
Ff AMENBASSY ALGIERS
70 SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 0443
[NFO AHENBASSY BEIJING
AMEMBASSY L ONDON
AHEMBASSY PARIS -
AHENBASSY RABAT
 IHTHBASSY TURIS

BB L T LA BLEIERS 87132
£.0. 17396: DECL: OAOR
TiGS: FARM, MNUC ENRG: TRGY. ENNP. IMMA. CHo AC
SUEJEC ALGERIAN RUGLEAR DEVELOPHENTS
BEF: B ALGIERS 1742
~ By USVIENNA 964 NOTAL
-0} ALGIERS 1933 NOTAL

I SUMHARY. SINEE THE APRIL 23 PRESS

ERENCE BY SUBORDINATES OF THE HINISTER- DE[EGATE

FOR RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY REFTEL, AL~ BLGERIAN
AND CHINESE SPOKESMEN HAVE REPEATEDLY ADDRESSED

VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE ALGERIAN NUCLEAR PROGRAH AND

ALGER1A'S POLICY O THE NPT, AND AN ALGERIAN
TELEVISION PROGRAN HAS VISITED THE HEW REACTOR,

THE PURPOSE HAS BEEK TO SHOW THAT, NOTWITHSTANDING

ALGERIA’S REFUSAL TO SIGN THE NPT, ITS RUCLEAR
PROGRAH 1S DEVOTED TQ PEACEFUL USES.
KEEP THE. SAFEGUARDS 1SSUE BEFORE OUR ALGERIAN
CONJACTS. END SUNMARY.

ASSEMBLY SPEAKER BELXHADEM

¥E INTEND TO

2. ) SPEAKING BEFORE THE BSTH INTERPARLIAMENTARY

COMFEREHCE IN PYONGYANG IN EARLY MAY, THE SPEAKER
OF THE HATIONAL ASSEMBLY. ABDELATIZ BELKHADEM -
AFFIRMED THAT ALGER]A’S NUCLEAR PROGRAM WAS MEANT
"SOLELY FOR PEACEFUL ENDS: PARTICULARLY IN THE
“POST-2IL" ERA.

3. () BELKHADEHM WENT OK TO SAY, HOWEVER, THAT THIS

DID HOT MEAN ALGERIA WOULD SIGH THE
HOM-PROLIFERATION TREATY (PT}. THIS TREATY HAD

MANY " INSUFF ICIENGIES, " AMONG THEM THAT JT KE(THER

STOPPED PROLIFERATION AMONG THE HAVE-HOTS NOR
CONTROLLED THE MANUFACTURE. STOCKPILING: AND
{MPROVEHENT OF HUCLEAR WEAPONS AMONG THE RAVES.

4, M) ALLUDING TO ALGERIA'S FEARS OF HILITARY
CONFRONTATION BETWEER THE NATO COUNTRIES “OF THE

HORTH® AND THE MAGHREB COUNTRIES “OF THE SOUTH.®

BELEHADEM ASSERTED THAT U.S. DEPLOYMENT OF NUCLEAR

YEAPONS 1§ NON-HUCLEAR NATQ COUNTRIES WAS NOT
SANCTIONED BY THE NPT, BEYOND THIS. "THE USE OF
NUCLEAR WEAPONS AS INSTRUMENTS OF INTERNATIONAL
POWER AN
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CONTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE READINESS OF
STATES POSSESSING NUGLEAR WEAPONS TO INTERVERE IN
THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND HAS INCREASED THEIR
FEELINGS OF IMSECURITY.”

PRC PRESIDENT

5, @) ON MAY 13, RADIO ALGIERS REPORTED THAT THE
PRESIDENT OF THE PRC HAD DENIED ACCUSATIONS THAT
CHINA WAS HELPING ALGERIA MANUFACTURE A BOHA.

MINISTER-DELEGATE FOR RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY

6. {U) ON HAY 28 ALGERIAN TELEVISION PROGRAMHED A
FEATURE ON THE CHINESE-ASSISTED NUCLEAR PROJECT

WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO OBTAIN A VIDEOTAPE OF THIS
PROGRAM, . WI3CH INCLUDED BRIEF FOOTAGE SHOT AT THE
SITE {INCLURING THE SKELETON OF A COOLING TOWER
PLAIFORNS, WALLS: AND SCAFFOLDING), AS™WELL S
INTERVIEWS WITH HYNISTER-DELEGATE FOR RESEARCH AN
TECHNOLOGY CHERIF HADJ-SLIMANE AND PROJEGT DIRECTOR

"BOUALEN TRTAH: FOR TORVARBING 7O WASHINGTOK. * IN

THE INTERVIEW PORTION. HADJ- SLIMANE AND TATAR
STA]ED THAT:

-~ ALGERJA IS NOT CONSIDERING THE FABRICATION OF A
NUCLEAR BOMBS 1TS OBJECTIVE IS TO HASTER NUCLEAR
TECHNOLOGY FOR PEAGEFUL PURPOSES

-- THE CAMPAIGN THAT THE NESTERN HEDIA HAVE HOUNTED
ON THIS SUBJECT IS {N FACT MEANT TO PREVENT ALGERIA
FROM MASTERING NUGLEAR TECHNOLOGY AND PUNISH IT FOR
1T 1S ALSO HEANT TO AFFECT
CONSIDERATION OF CHINA’S MFX STATUS
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“PEACE" (AS-SALAM), BECAUSE THE AREA IN HHiCH T IS
LOCATED IS CALLED “PEACE KNOLL,® .

-~ THE OVERALL PROJECT, “AT BIRINE" (A VILLAGE 36
KHS "HORTHEAST OF AIN OUSSERA): S MEANT TO PURSUE
PEAGEFUL RESEARCH ON AND APPLICATIONS OF NUTLEAR
TECHNOLOGY |N THE FIELDS OF MEDICINE: AGRICULTURE.
AND  INDUSTRY: HOTABLY THAT OF THE STRENGTH OF
MATERIALS IRESISTANGE DES MATERIAUX).

-~ THE REACTOR ¥AS NOT DESIGNED FOR MILITARY USES.
IT CANNOT PRODUCE PLUTONIUM BEGAUSE IT HAS HEITHER
THE NECESSARY EQUIPHENT HOR THE NECESSARY POWER.
THE POWER LEVEL OF THE PRESENT -REAGTOR IS 16
MEGAMATTS, WHEREAS 7O PRODUCE PLUTONIUM {T WOULD
NEED 180,

-~ ALGERIA HAS NO IRTENTION OF INCREASING THE POWER

LEVEL OF THE REAGTOR T0 188 MEGANATTS, AS SOME
ALLEGE. ITS POMER LEVEL COULD BE INCREASED T0 A
HAXIKUM OF 28 HEGAWATTS. BUT EVEN TH!S IS HOT BEING
CUHTEHPLAIEU

-- THE AN OUSSEPA REGION WAS CHOSEN FOR THE
PROJECT FOR STRIGTLY TECHNICAL REASONS. 1T [S THE
ARER IN ALGERIA LEAST PRONE 7O EARTHOUAKES. 1T
ALSO HAS £NOUGH WATER TO COOL THE REACTOR.

- CHINE WAS CHOSEN ONIY AFTER ALCERiA RAD
CONTACTED SEVERAL WFSTERN COUNTRIES (FRANCE: GREA]
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BRITAIM: THE .S., GERMANY: ETC.}. SOME TRIED TC

POSE POLITICAL CONDITIONS; OTHERS ASKED “FABULOUS"

SUMS FOR THEIR SERVICES: STILL OTHERS TRIED T0

BLOCK THE PROJECT BY DELAYING A RESPONSE. CHINA

HAD ASKED HERELY THAT THE PROJECT BE LINITED TO

PEACEFUL PURPOSES. TO THIS: ALGERIA HAD REABILY

AGREED: ESPECIALLY SINCE THE SUM THAT CHINA HAD

SOUGHT FOR 17S SERVIGES WAS REASGHABLE

-~ SOME T¥O THOUSAND ALGERIANS ARE EMPLOYED AS
ENGINEERS, RESEARCHERS, SKILLED TECHNICIANS. AND
¥ORKERS IN THE NUGLEAR FIELD, SOME FOREIGNERS DO
COME FOR SHORT STAYS FROM TIME TO TIME N THE
CONTEXT OF PROGRAMS OF SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION BUT -
THEY ARE [N NO WAY ADVISORS.

COHHENT

1. Q{ HOW THAT MULTIPLE WESTERN PRESS STORIES HAVE
RIPPED THE VEIL OF SECREGCY OFF THE “AS-SALAR"
PROJECT, THE ALGERIAN GOVERNHENT SEEMS T0 HAVE
DECIDED 7O REVEAL PROGRESSIVELY MORE DETAILS TG THE
ALGERIAN AND IHTERKATIONAL PUBLIC, AS [F THIS HAD
BEEN )TS [NTENTION ALL ALONG, TS QBVIOUS ROPE 1§
THAT THE REASSURANCES AND TECHNICAL DETAILS IT IS
PROVIDING WILL HAVE THE CUMULATIVE EFFECT OF
CONVINGING INTERESTED PARTIES THAT ITS [NTENTIONS
ARE INDEED PEACEFUL AND THAT FEARS OF A MILITARY -
PROGRAM ARE MISPLACED.

8 )ﬁ1 THE. PRIVATE REMARKS OF ALGERIAB.-AND CHINESE
OFFICIALS NIRROR THIS PUBLIC APPROCH. ALGERIAN
NILITARY OFFICERS WITH WHOM WE TALKED DURING THE
VISIT OF THE NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE LAST WEEK
POOH-POCHED THE IDEA OF A XILITARY KUCLEAR PROGRAN.
NGTING AMORG OTHER THINGS THAT ALGERIA DID NOT- RAVE
THE RESOURCES FOR THAT KIHD OF AMBITION. THE
PEACEFUL HUCLEAR PROGRAH OM WHICH ALGER!A WAS
EMBARKED, THEY SAJD: WAS DESIGNED TO GIVE THEIR
COUNTRY THE BENEFIT OF MODERN NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY
ESPEGIALLY IH THE "POST Oll" PHASE -

400 ,nm 13:THAT CHINA HAB RO HTENT
© OF LENDING TTSELF. TO ARY KIND OF HILITARY NUCL
* PROGRAM AND THAT TS NUCLEAR. COOPERATION WITH
. BLGERLA WS STRICTLY FOR PEACEFUL. RESEARCH MND .70
‘ ,mwsmm APPLICATIONS.". OVER THE [ONGER TERM: HE

: ERE” 'BEﬁNElECTR?CAL ONER'

v 85 ELL/ BUT cousi'uskmu OF SUCH-A POSSIBILI
- VAS SORE TIBE OFF.

18, &Z ¥E WILL CONTINUE TO MONITOR PUBLIC AHD
PRIVATE STATEMENTS IN ALGIERS, PARTICULARLY ¥iTh
REGARD TO IAEA SAFEGUARDS, WHICH SHOULD REASSURE
THE OUTSIDE WORLD FAR KORE THAM MERE WORDS..
REFTELS B AND C INDICATE THAT ALGERIA HAS BEGUN A
BISCUSSION OF SAFEGUARDS WITH THE IAEAr BUT THEIR
TIHING RENAINS UNCLEAR. NE WILL CONTIHGE TO ARGUE
THAT EARLTER IS BETTER.

11, (U) OHE GEOGRAPHIC NOTE: DESCRIPTIONS AND .
ASSESSHERTS OF THE SINO-ALCERIAN NUCLEAR PROGRAH
HAVE INCLUDED RUMEROUS FAULTY REFERINCES 10
GEOGRAFHY £VER SINCE THE FIRST LEAL ASSERTED THAT
THE REACTOR IN GUESTION WAS BEING BUILT “ON THE
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HEDITERRANEAN COAST." THE "AS-SALAM" REACTOR THAT
IS THE CORE OF THE SINO-ALGERIAN PROGRAR 1S BEING
BUILT BETHEEN BIRINE (I537H/8313E) AND AJN OUSSERA
(3527N/8754E) ON THE HIGH PLATEAL OVER THE ATLAS
HOUNTAINS STRAIGHT SOUTH OF ALGIERS, THE SITE IS
ROUGHLY 138 KMS (B HILES) FROM THE CAPITAL AS THE
CROW FLIES AND 203 KMS (330 MILES) BY ROAD. END
COMMENT.

ROSS

CONFERE s sIrED




