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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

PARTICIPANTS: Ambassador Simcha Dinitz of Israel »,: g
-~ Military Attache General Mordechai Gur i :

Henry A. Kissinger, Secretary of State

General Brent Scowcroft, Deputy Assistant to the
President for National Security Affairs

Peter W. Rodman, NSC Staff fpn

DATE AND TIME: Tuesday, October 9, 1973
8:20 - 8:40 a.m.

PLACE: The Map Room
The White House

Secretary Kissinger: I need an accurate account of what the military situa-
tion is. >

Ambassador Dinitz: I brought the General to do that. Let me say something
and then we can have a few words alone.

Secretary Kissinger: All right.

Dinitz: We got a message which sums up our losses until 9 a. m. Israeli
time. In planes, 14 Phantoms, 28 Skyhawks, 3 Mirages, 4 Supermysteres -~
a total of 49 planes. Tanks ~- we lost something like 500 tanks. Some were
lost on the way.

Secretary Kissinger: 500 tanks! How many do you have? [to Scowcroft:]
We should get Haig here. Well, we can give him the figures.

Ambassador Dinitz: This includes those that were put out of commission for
a week or more.

Secretai-y' Kissinger;: How many do you have?
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Gur: Some were hit by artillery fire on the Suez Canal. They have heavy
artillery fire. We don't know the exact numbers. I assume the biggest
number were put completely out of action. [General Gur then pulls out a
map and sits beside Kissinge:z .

Let me show you the situatior. They crossed the Canal all along here from
Qantara to the Suez. Now they have a line 6 to 8 miles from the Canal.

Kissinger: Miles or kilometers?

Gur: Miles. They crossed with five infantry divisions. In each division
they. have tanks, a total of 6 - 700. So they have a narrow strip all along
with their backs to the water. On the main axis, they have armored divisions
that are ready to exploit if the infantry divisions can open the road to the

east.

We have blocked the road. We have not allowed them through to exploit. We
succeeded in this yesterday and it is the same today. '

Kissinger: How many Syrian tanks have been lost?

Gur: 400, and we 100. On the Golan Heights, in most of the line they a.relnow
out, and we are back to the situation they were in before the war. But one
armored brigade is still inside. .o

Dinitz: Encircled.

Gur: They still have a passage out.

Kissinger: But they have not broken inside, The army is intact, not running.

Gur: Many big units are very severely harmed.

Dinitz: They have brought up their last armored division from the Damascus
area.

Gur: They wanted to assure we won't cross into Syria.

Kissinger: Will you?

Gur: That we will have to see. The Iragi armored division may come. It will
take 2 to 3 days for their tanks to come.
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