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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

PARTICIPANTS: Ardeshir Zahedi, Ambassalor of Iran
Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant fo the President
for National Security Affairs
Peter W. Rodman, NSC Staff

DATE AND TIME: Monday, August 13, 1973
3:10 - 3:40 p.m.

PLACE: Dr. Kissinger's Office
The White House
Kissinger: Are you rested up after your invasion?
Ambassador Zahedi: I wanted for the record to thank you for the visit,

not only on behalf of the Shah but also for the Crown Prince and Her
Majesty.

Dr. Kissinger: I think it was a good trip. We had good talks.

Ambasgsador Zahedi: It was the first trip outside of Persia for the Crown
Prince. They took him to Disney World, Cypress Gardens, and Cape
Kennedy.

Dr. Kissinger: When did His Majesty accede to the throne?

Ambassador Zahedi: In 1940. He was nineteen years old.

Dr. Kissinger: He is one of the ablest leaders. I'm not just saying that.

In 1969 I called on him at your predecessor's Embassy. He developed his
ideas on the oil situation. All of our experts said he was wrong. It turned
out that all our experts were crazy and he was right.

Amba‘ssador Zahedi: In 1961 I remember he told President Kennedy
that you would need twice as much oil in the 1970's. Our relations have
always been good.
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Dr. Kissinger: I thought we wouldn't send a cable on it.

Ambassador Zahedi: No cable. We would send a messenger especially to
get it. And it's only between His Majesty and myself. No one else on our
side is involved.

Dr. Kissinger: We don't need the last sentence. [Sentence reading "Egypt
should try to develop a proposal that Israel cannot refuse,'" is deleted. ]

Ambassador Zahedi: "We would urge..."

Dr. Kissinger: That is all right.

Ambassador Zahedi: Do you think the present situation in Lebanon will
have an effect on it?

Dr. Kissinger: No, because something like this will happen all the time.
As I told the Shah, for four years people asked us about Vietnamu Will
you bring pressure on South Vietnam? It was a senseless question, be-
cause there was nothing to bring pressure about. Itis the same with
Israel -- to ask for total withdrawal as a precondition for negotiations....

Ambassador Zahedi: Is that your only problem?

Dr. Kissinger: It is also senseless for a country which lost a war to
demand it as a precondition. It could be the end result, but as a pre-
condition. .. '

Ambassador Zahedi: I've been involved with this for six years, in the
United Nations and lately. I've talked with Eban. Many times I've con-
vinced him, but either he couldn't convince his people, or he changed
his mind. In 1969 when the Rogers Plan came out, I persuaded the
Egyptians not to attack it.

Many times they say they will accept but then change their mind.

Dr. Kissinger: No qhestion] The Israelis will be tough. They don't
want to accept anything. But I think they must have a spy in Egypt. I
they withdraw twenty miles, there is no line as defensible -- 1 mean
not militarily, but politically and intellectually -~ as the present one.
Our interest is to get a processstarted, to get a precise issue we can
support the Arabs on. ‘

TOP SECRET/ SENSITIVE
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY




