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MEMORANDUM FOR.: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: HENRY A, KISSINGER 7(/(
SUBJECT: Meeting with Hafiz Ismail on May 20

agreement. The result was that the formal talks were less useful than
last time, but I felt that more progress was made than last time in

I explained to him concretely in private talks that it is essential for us,

if we are to be influential with the Is raelis, to be dealing with proposals
which represent politically manageable steps rather than tackling the issue
of total withdrawal all at once. It remains very much an open question
how Sadat will respond; he has rejected this approach before and may do
So again. The issue on Sadat's mind is whether the White House will
remain engaged beyénd the first stage. It may be that he needed to hear
this directly from us,

XGDS - 1 and 3
DECLAS - Date Impossible to Determine.
BYAUTH - Dr. Henry A. Kissinger
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Backg round

These talks took place against the background of an agenda of specific
issues left from the February meeting which Ismail had promised to
consider. These included:

--As full and concrete a statement as possible of the obligations
Egypt and Israel would accept toward each other in a state of

peac e.

~-~The relationship of an Egypt-Israel agreement to other aspects
of a Palestine settlement. For example: Could a state of peace
become effective between Egypt and Israel before Syrian and
Jordanian settlements with Israel or a refugee settlement are
achieved?

--Concrete ways for assuring Israeli security in the Sinai while
restoring Egyptian sovereignty there.

Ismail's Position This Time

It quickly became apparent that Ismail was not prepared this time to
discuss those issues left from our first meeting, He wanted to discuss

US intentions, These were the main points in his pres entation:

--The Egyptian side had the impression from the last talks that
Egypt was being asked to come up with a new position that would
enable the US to try to move Israel.

- -Even with a new Egyptian position, however, the US seemed
uncertain whether Israel would withdraw. In the Egyptian view,
Israel has shown no sign that it is interested in peace,.

~-~Ismail had found continued hesitancy about the role, if any, to
be played by the White House. It is not clear that the White House
has decided to put its weight behind an effort to achieve a peace
settlement.

—-The events of March, April and early May had raised further
questions in Egyptian minds about US intentions:
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