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1. (€} SUMHARY: THE SUM TOTAL OF RECENT COMMENTS MADE BY A WELL-
CONNECTED JOURNALIST AND BY PAKISTANE MFA OFF(CIALS TENDS TO °
IHDICATE THAT GOP SUPPORT FOR THE TALIBAM ES GETTING STRONGER

THIS VIEW IS BUTTRESSED BY STRONG EVIDENCE THAT THE PAKISTAR
GOVERNNENT RECENTLY AGREED TO PROVIDE THE TALIBAN 368 MiLLION
RUPEES (USD SIX HILLIONI 1IN FINANCIAL SUPPORT. REASONS FOR
PAKISIAN'S REGRESSION -- THE TREND-LINE HAD GENERALLY BEEN IX A
HORE POSITIVE DIRECTION ~- ARE SPECULATION. HOMWEVER. SOME
OBSERVERS HAVE ASSERTED THAT POLITICAL FALLOUT FROM THE MAY NUCLEAR
TESTS HAS CHANGED THE REGIONAL CONTEXT IN WHACH AFGHAN POLICY 1§
MADE. LEABING TO A DYNAMIC FAVORING THOSE IN THE GOP WHO HOLD PRO-
TALIBAN VIENS, END SUMMARY.
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PRO-TALIBAN KOISES FROM THE GOP

2. () POLOFF KET JUNE 30 WITH ABNED RASHID, A WELL-CONNECTED
PAKISTANI CORRESPONDENT AFFILIATED WITH “THE FAR EASTERH ECONOMIC
REVIEN,” AND. ARNIE ‘SCRIFFERDECKER: A ROLITICAL ADVISER AT THE UN
SPECIAL HISSION: FOR ‘AFHANISTAN (UNSKA). RASHID SAID HE HAD
RECENTLY CANVASSED PAKISTANI GOVERNNENT OFFICIALS, INCLUDING
HIRISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTER:SERVICES INTELLIGENCE
DIRECTORATE (ISID} SOURCES:. ABOUT THE SYATE OF PAKISTAN'S AFGHAN
POLICY. WHAT HE HEARD SURPRISED HIN: TO A NAN THE GOP OFFICIALS
WERE STRONGLY SUPPORTIVE-OF THE TALIBAW. RASKID SAID THIS WAS A
SURPRISE BECAUSE EARLIER THIS YEAR HFA"#ND 1SID SOURCES -- EVEN
THOSE NITH KHOWN PRO-TALIBAN VIENS -- WERE AT LEAST MAKING A
PRETENSE OF SUPPORTING THE UN EFFORT: THE FORMATION OF A BROAD-
BASED GOVERWMENT, ETC. HOVEVER, IN IS RECENT CONVERSATIONS: THE
60P OFFICIALS WERE FEEDING HIM SUCH UNVARRISHED VIENS AS: THE

1AL IBAN ARE CAPABLE OF TAXING OVER ALL OF AFGHANISTAN; THEIR REGINE
IS QUALITIVELY BETTER FOR THE AFGHAN PEOPLE THAN THAT OF THEIR
OPPONENTS; THE OUTSIDE NORLD SHOULD TRY 70 UNDERSTAMD THE YALIBAN
n:uu-sa BEFORE CONDEMNING THEM OK SUCH ISSUES AS HUMAN RIGHTS,
e,

remrmem—casccasmcEcwemmmm e~ e na - ——

THE CLINCHER: RUPEES FOR THE TALIBAR

3. (C) CONTINUING, RASHED RELATED THAT HE HAD RECEAVED "SOME
DISTURBING NEWS," HE HAD RECENTLY FOUND OUT THAT TRE GOP'S

COORDINATION COMMITTEE FOR AFGHAN POLICY HAD DECIDED TO PROVIDE THE
TALIBAN 388 MILLIOK RUPEES (uSD SIX MILLIOR) IN TRE NEXT SIX HONTHS
AT & RATE OF 58 MILLION RUPEES A MONTH, THE PRIME HIISTER HAD
JUST SIGNED OFF ON THE DECISION. HIS SOURCES TOLD KIM THAT THE
HONEY ¥AS EARMARKED TO PAY FOR THE SALARIES OF TALIBAR OFFICIALS
AND COMMANDERS., SCHIFFERDECKER COMHENTED THAT RIS SOURGES --
JNCLUD{NG AYYAZ WAZIR, THE GOP’S AFGHAN DESK OFFICER -- WERE
TELLING THEM THE SAME THING- ALTHOUGH AZIR HAD ASSERTED THAT THE
HONEY ¥AS FOR "HUMANITARLAN ASSISYANCE® TO PECPLE LIVING iN

TAL IBAN-CONTROLED AREAS. ALTHOUGR 308 MILLION RUPEES MICHT NOT BE
CONSIDERED A LARGE SUN: RASHID AND SCHIFFERDECKER AGREED THAT IT 1S
{¥ THE CORTEXT OF AFGHANISTAN “WHERE A LITILE NONEY GOES A LONG
WAY." . (HOTE: {NFORMATION AVAILABLE -J¥ OTHER CHANNELS TENDS T0
CONFIRM THAT PAKISTAN IS OFFERING THE TALIBAN THE 368 MILLION
RUPEES.)

4. (C) POLOFF ASKED RASKID AND SCHIFFERDECKER WHAT FHEY THOUGHT
THE DYNAMIC MIGHT BE THAT 1S MOVING THE GOP TOWARD STRONGER SUPPORT
FOR THE TALIBAN. RASHID SAID HE WAS HOT SURE. HOWEVER, AS IS HiS
WONT -- RASHID 1S SOMEWHAT CONSPIRATORIAL-MIRDED -- HE WENT OR 10

SPECULATE THAT THE 1SID {S TRYING VO USE THE TALIBAN AS “A
BARGAINING CHIP™ WITH THE WEST IN THE AFTERMATH OF YHE MAY IKDD-
PAKISTAN! KUCLEAR TESTS. EXPANDING ON THIS POINT. RASHID SAID
ISID MAY WANT TO°PROTECT 7S INTERESTS IN THE TALIBAN -- EVEN
EXPAHD ON THEM. AS A WAY OF MAKING YHE WEST FEEL THE HEAT IF IT

{NSISTS ON “PUNISHING® PAKISTAN FOR (TS NUGLEAR TESTS.
SCHIFFERDECKER COMMENTED THAT HE WAS NOT SURE OF RASHID'S COMMEKTS:
BUT THOUGHT THAT THE PRIME MINISTER IS SO PREQCCUPIED O OTHER
ISSUES BECAYSE OF THE NUCLEAR TESTS THAT HE 1S HOT FOCUSSING ON
AFGHANISTAN AT ALL. CITENG THE PROVERB "THE MICE WILL PLAY, WHEN
THE CAT 1S ANAY,* SCHIFFERDECKER SPECULATED THAT ISID 1S TAKING
ADVARTAGE OF SHARLF'S HON-iNVOLVEMENT IN AFGHAN ISSUES FO PUSH ITS
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POLICY VIEWPOINY, WHICH HAS ALWAYS BEEN PRO-TALIBAN.

PRO-TAL1BAR COHMENTS BY NFA DFFIGIALS

5. (C) RASHID'S AND SCH!FFERDECKER’S GOMMENTS WERE, PARHCUMR[Y

IKTERESTING I8 LIGHT OF REMARKS HADE BY
e B

GIVEN BY AMBASSADOR SINONS FOR A VISITING ATLANT(C COUNCIL TEAM
(WHICH INCLUDED FORKER AMBASSADORS CHAS. FREEMAN AND JACK HATLOCK).
AFTER SEVERAL NORTHS Wi S RELATIVELY HODERATE WHEN
DISCUSSING AFGHANISTAN S COMMENTS AT THE LUNCH

WERE AGGRESSIVELY PRO-TALIBAN. . A SAMPLING:

-~ “THE TALUBAK HAVE BROUGHT SECURITY TO 88 PERCENT OF THE'COUKTRY.
J§ FACT: THEIR (THE TALIBAN‘S) AREAS ARE SAFER THAN- |SLAMABAD:*®

- "THE TALIBAX ARE NOT NEW TO AFGHANISTAN SOCIETY. THEY ARE
INDIGENOUS, THEIR CULTURE CANNOT BE CHANGED. "

. 'THé TALIBAN GERUINELY WANT A BROAD-BASED GOVERNMENT. 1IN FACT:
HAHY OF THEIR OFFICIALS ARE FROM ETHNIC GROUPS OTHER THAN THE

PASHTUR MAJORITY. THIS SHOMS THE TALIBAN'S SIKCERITY [N WANTING TO
FORM A BROAD-BASED GOVERNMENT.®

-- “IF [T WAS NOT FOR THE WAR, THE TALIBAN WOULD BE MAXING PROGRESS
ON WONEN'S ISSUES. THEY NOULD BE MAKING SUCH PROGRESS NOW. BUT THE
UK HAS FAILED TO HELP THEM» DESPITE TALIBAN REQUESTS.™

-~ "THE HORTHERN ALLIANCE IS TOTALLY UNRELIABLE. THEY REFUSE 10
KEEP THEIR WORD. "

-~ "HORTHERK ALLIANCE URITY (S A CONTRADICTION 1IN TERMS,
IS DIVIDED AND FINISHED. "

6. (€) THIS TYPE OF COHMENTARY ON THE TALIBAN CONTIRUED IN THE
MMNTIC COUNCIL TEAW'S SUBSEQUENT MEETIKG AT THE NFA WITH A GROUP
LE:] ]
AVERRED THAT ALL PAKISTAN WANTS IN
AFGHANISTAN 1S "STABILITY WHICH THE TALIBAN BRING." HE ADDED,
"DESPATE YOUR (U.S.} UMFAIR IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS: STABILITY IS
SOMETHING WE WOULD THINK THE U.S. AND PAKISTAN COULD AGREE OM."
CONTINUING ON THIS TRACK:] | ADMITTED THAF THE TALIBAN MAY NOT
BE PERFECT ")F ONE IS FOCUSSED ON HUMAK RIGHTS:" BUT ARGUED THAT
“OUR DIFFERENCES ON THESE AND OTHER 1SSUES™ SHOULD NOT OBSCURE THE
PRCISTANI-U.S. "INTEREST W LINKING CENTRAL ASIA AND SOUTH ASIA
THROUGH TRANSIT ROUTES. WEKT OX TO ARGUE THAT THE U.S.
SHOULD SUPPORT PAXISIAN'S EFFORTS TO VAGAYE THE AFGHAN UNGA SEAT
WRICK 13 CURRENTLY HELD BY THE.NORTH) SO THAT THE TALIBAN ™ARE
TREATED FAIRLY. " S COMMENTS WERE WARMLY GREETED BY THE
OTHER GOP OFFICIALS PRESENT, WHO NODDED VIGOROUSLY IN AGREEMENT.

HNOTE: [N A IEETING WITH SENATORS BRONNBACK AND ROEE:
[ IREITERATED SEMILAR POINTS TO THOSE

THE NORTH

ABOVE, WHILE EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR AN EFFECTIVE PEACE PROCESS --
SEE REF A}

7. {C) VARIOUS OBSERVERS HAVE SPECULATED ON KOW THE MAY NUCLEAR
TESTS MIGHT AFFEST PAKISTAN'S AFGHANISTAN POLICY (SEE REF B. FOR
EXAMPLE}, AHONG OTHER THEORIES: SOME ARGUED THAY PAKISTAN MIGHT
BE MORE AGGRESSIVE IN AFGHANISTAN BECAUSE OF THE GENERAL INCREASE
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IN TENSIONS IN THE-REGION; NEANWHILE, OTHER OBSERVERS ARGUED JHAT
{NCREASED FINANCIAL CONSIRAFHTS NOULD FORCE THE GOP TO REIN IN 1S
FINANGIAL AND MATERIAL SUPPORT FOR.THE TALIBAR. (NOTE: DEFAULT ON
INTERHATIORAL PAYMENTS IS A REAL POSSIBILITY FOR PAKISTAN. IF THE
GOP 1S A CONDUIT FOR ASSISTAHCE TO THE TALIBAR FROM ABROAD,
HOWEVER, THIS INFLOM OF HARD CURRENCY NOULD ACTUALLY HELP YHE
BALANCE OF PAYNENTS. END NOTE,} AFTER SEVERAL-KEEKS WHEN VHINGS

* WERE IN FLUX 1T APPEARS THAT THOSE WHO SUSPECTED THAT THE
PAKISTANI GOVERNMENT MIGHT-BECOME MORE PRO-TALIBAN IN AFGHAHISTAN
WERE RIGHT; BASED ON THE INFORHATION DISCUSSED ABOVE: THE GOP
APPEARS TG HAVE REGRESSED TG A POINT WHERE 1T 1S AS HARD-LINE AS
EVER N FAVOR OF THE TALiBAM,
STHOKS
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