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brigands and ending the practice of illegal “toll” collections. Promising peace and
stability in areas under their control, the Taliban were generally welcomed by the Afghan !
people, long wearied of war and the continued fighting between the Afghan factions. In -
less than a year’s time, the Taliban established control over half of the country’s

provinces, mostly in the western and southern areas. The major players have now been

reduced to the Taliban, Gen. Dostam in the north and Rabbani and his de facto defense

minister Masood in Kabul and the Tajik provinces of the northeast.

Rabbani believes that the Taliban are entirely a tool of Pakistan. Pakistan has given
material and tactical support to the Taliban, but the Taliban have clearly demonstrated
their independence of mind. Although the Pakistanis continue to support the Taliban,
they privately admit they do not want to see the Taliban in power in Kabul. Pakistan was
blamed by Rabbani for the Taliban’s stunning capture of Herat last September which
consolidated its hold on Afghanistan’s west. The event also precipitated the burning of ,
the Pakistani embassy in Kabul and the severe beating of the Pakistani ambassador by a '
mob. Pakistan responded by expelling Afghan diplomats. Islamabad has since
established a quasi-embassy in its consulate in Jaldlabad, headed by the same once-beaten
ambassador.

. (C) Foreign Interference

As Rabbani has sensed losing his grip on power, his party has intensified its verbal
attacks on Pakistan, through its media and the UN. Relations are at an all-time low.
Since Herat fell to the Taliban, Pakistan has been assiduously working the Afghan
factions, including the Taliban, to get them to oust Rabbani from Kabul and establish an
interim government comrpised of all the main factions. To date, the Taliban has opted
for a military solution and currently surround Kabul, although fighting has lessened with
the harsh winter. Taliban forces have besieged the capital since last October.
Meanwhile, Rabbani, too, has been actively trying to win over Dostam and Hekmatyar.
The Iranians, Russians and Indians have intensified their support for Rabbani; Tehran and
Moscow have increased the flow of weapons and ammunition to Kabul. Iranin
particular, in the person of Deputy Foreign Minister Borujerdi, has been working
tirelessly to get Dostam to work with Rabbani. The Russians, meanwhile, angered by
the Taliban’s 5-month detention of a Russian air crew that was ferrying ammunition to
Kabul, remains staunchly pro-Rabbani.

{C) U.S. Views

The Pakistanis do not'have a well-conceived end-game for their policy of supporting
the Taliban and opposing Rabbani. However, they are beginning to be concerned both
with their failure to put together a Taliban-centered alliance against Rabbani and what
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