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A Tocent £18C 10 (CTrofisg asauits v Incrcavag prossure an the Helaunde
. administration, but the Prevident is reluctant to give the militars 3 greater roie be- ’
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- 3 Peru: Terrorism May Threaten Kt d
- - Civitizn Governmen( 274 - L.
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. * Escalating terrorism is increasing public and military  Although authorities have no evidence. they claim the .
prewure on the Belaunde administeation to take firm-  opcration was the work of the Stining Path, a terror- i
cr mcasutes W emure public order. By inteaifving ist group that upcrates primarily in Ayacucho. Along ’-'./' .
attachs in she violence-tidden Province of Ayacucho,  with the Red Flag. snother terrorist band. the Shining 7" -
the terrurists have achicved some success n their Path forms the vivlent ann of the Peruvian Commu- -
campuiga to discredit the sccurity forces and provoke  nist Party’s Maoist wing, which split from the Mos- ra
the military to intervenc as 1t did againd 8 more cow faction in 1964, Little 15 knowa about either Ll
widespread inwurgency in 1965 during Belaunde's first  group’s membenhip ather than that it appears to be £ -
: dominated by dinaffecied intclectuals, students, and ol
afewionats. There is no evidence of forcign suppori. T~
R
7
{ the Shining Path was responsible for the Ayacucho Lo
incident. the group has subntantially improved its C -
capabilitics. The timing. comwrdination, and scale of the <
. opcraton contrasts sharply with the low-level attachs R
) the Shining 1°ath has carried wut befure. The ine S
creased sophistication could rewlt from the cutablish- /j-;'.
meat of urbin and rural centers to train members in Ja
cumbat techniques. as cathicr repurts suggested /_
\ Political Fatlout e -
The Asacucho attacks have revived the public anxicty P
that had tepun to subnide during the lull in violence P
that foltowed a sccurity forcey” crachdown lust fall. z
Groups actens the political spectrum, including the
o principal teftist ncwaparpcr, are again calling for NS
Intemificd Violence tougher measures against terrorism. Fusther incidents .s
- After a tull that caused authoritics to alfow the could complectely undermine confidence in the secuni- =
expiration of the previous state of emergency in ty furces and increase public suppart for military Ty -
- . December, Avacucho once again exploded in siolence i ST
on Y Mazrch when an undetermined aumber of assail- .
" ants aitacked potice stations and the penientiary. Th - ’ )
. as<aults resulted in more than 10 deaths and the -~
escape of 247 inmates. among them S4 suspected of e
convicted terrorists. The incident, the most setious ‘
) terrorist act in the 19 months since Belaunde took .’4\-
23 office. was folkwcd by sporadic bombings and as- T
saults. To date. hundreds of police combing the ‘,._{,':' i
mountains have recaptured only a scuree of the excaped /’4” _
inmates . e
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