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SUBJECT: OPERATLON INTERCEPT.

1. IN ACCORDANCE REFTELS, AT NOON TODAY I SAW SECRETARY OF
INTERIOR (GOBERNACION) ECHEVERRIA AND DISCUSSED WITH HIM PROBLEM
OF NARCOTICS, MARIJUANA AND DANGEROUS DRUGS, INCLUDING
SPECIFICALLY OPERATION INTERCEPT. AS INDICATED IN MY TELEGRAM

ON THIS SUBJECT OF SEPTEMBER 12, ECHEVERRIA HAS NOT BEEN
AVAILABLE EARLIER. DCM ACCOMPANIED ME.

2, 1 EXPLAINED BACKGROUND OF OPERATION INTERCEPT AND REFERRED
70 SPECIAL PRESIDENTIAL TASK FORCE REPORT OF JUNE 6, COPIES

OF WHICH I LEFT WITH HIM, I STRESSED IMPORTANCE OF THIS PROBLEM
TO USG AND VERY GREAT CONCERN OF PRESIDENT NIXON AS WELL AS

OUR DETERMINATION TO BRING IT UNDER CONTROL., I TOLD HIM THAT

IT HAD BEEN FOUND NECESSARY IN WASHINGTON TO ANNOUNGCE OPERATION
INTERCEPT OVER THE WEEKEND, I EMPHASIZED OUR APPRECIATION

OF THE VALUABLE COOPERATION WE HAVE HAD IN THE PAST FROM
MEXICAN AUTHORITIES AND EXPRESSED OUR HOPE THAT SUCH COOPERA-
TION WOULD CONTINUE., ADDING THAT VE. WANTED TO DO WHATEVER

WE COULD TO AVOID UNNECESSARY PROBLEMS FOR THE MEXICAN

INVITED HIM TO LET ME KNOW IF AT ANY TIME HE SAW SOMETHING - . _
WE COULD DO TO HELP MINIMUZE DIFFICULTIES THAT MIGHT ARISE/WITHOUT,

OF COURSE, EMASCULATING PROGRAM.

3, ECHEVERRIA LISTENED INTENTLY AND SAID THAT MARIJUANA USE
WAS ALSO A PROBLEM IN MEXICO. BEYOND THIS HE WAS FAIRLY NON-
COMMITTAL, ALTHOUGH HE VOICED NO EXCEPTION OR RESERVATIONS

ABOUT OPERATION INTERCEPT.

SECRET

e NEETRIEN



“ELICOLCEd AV e Nalora

SECRET

-2- MEXICO 5076, SEP 17 ™"

4« THE QUESTION OF
LAST DID NoT arpse, " -OMG THE INCREASED SURVEILLANCE wouLp

5 . : - b : .
COMMENT: GIVEN Hig GENERAL NATURE AND PROFESSIONAL RESPONSI~

SIERESSED o chlaty AU fRUANeE WenTr ool W HEE L
YEETING I THINK IT MAY BE THAT HE DID NoTRggE§PA§uEE$ST§ERTICULAI

MCBRIDE
BT

NOTE: HANDLE NobS PER SS0 MISS. MUENCH,

NODIS REVIEW

o 'F':'z,‘

. Cat, & -, Caption removed;

) transfsrred to O/FADRC

"1 Cot. B - Transterred to OfFAPRC
with additional access ,
controlisd by 5:8 ) e

Catl, C - Coption and custady 3 &
rewzined by S5,/8

Heviowed by: Ambassador W, Witmen, IT
Pate: : _es 1875

roTd

- SECRET

e Ty T m e o
PR T IR - s

P




