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t. S - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. SUHHARY ANRD COMMENT: 1IN HIS S0-MINUTE MEETING
WITH RUMSFELD, SADDAH HUSSEIN SHOWED OBVIOUS
PLEASURE WITH PRESIDENT'S LETTER AND RUNMSFELD'S
YISIT ARD IN HIS REHARKS REROVED WHATEVER
OBSTACLES REKARINED IN THE WAY OF RESUHING DIP-

LOHATIC RELATIONS, BUT DID NOT TAKE THE DECISION

TG D0 S0. HE SALD ARABS SHOULD PRESS SYRIA TO

LEAVE LEBANON AND ALSO THAT. IRAQ FAVORED -DEVELOPMENT
OF POSITIVE RELATIONS BETWEEN PLO AND JORDAN.
RUHSFELD TOGLD SADDAH US AND IRAQ HAD SHARED
INTERESTS IN PREVENTING IRANIAN ARD SYRIAN EX-

PANSION., - 'HE SAID US WAS URGING OTHER STATES TO
CURTAIL ARMS SALES TO IRAN AKD BELIEVED IT HAD

SUCCESSFULLY CLOSED OFF US-CONTROLLED EXPORTS BY
THIRD COUNTRIES TO IRAN. 1IN RESPONSE TC RUMNSFELD'S
INTEREST [N SEEING IRAQ IMCREASE OIL EXPORTS,
INCLUDING THROUGH POSSIBLE NEW PIPELINE ACROSS
JORDAN TO AQABA, SAODAM SUGGESTED ISRAELI THREAT
TO SECURITY OF SUCH A LINE NAS HAJOR CONCERN

AND U5 MIGHY BE ABLE TQ PROVIOE SOME ASSURANCES
IN THIS REGARD. OUR INITIAL ASSESSHERT IS THAT
HEETING MARKED POSITIVE MILESTONE IR OEVELOPHENT
OF US-IRAQI REALTIONS AND wILL PROYE TO BE OF
WIDER BENEFIT TO US POSTURE IN THE REGION. END
SUBHMARY AND COHHMENT. S ’

- L

3. RUHSFELD MET FOR 90 HINUTES WITHK IRAQI PRESIDENT

SADDAHM HUSSEIN ODECEMBER 20, FOREIGN MINISTER
SECRET
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TARIQ AZ1Z, INTERPRETER AND NOTETAKER ATTENDED

ON IRAQI SIDE: EAGLETON AND PELLETREAU ON US,
BOTH IRAQI LEADERS WERE IN HILITARY DRESS MITH
PISTOLS ON HIPS. WHILE SECURITY WAS ELABGRATE,
BOTH APPEARRED VIGOROUS AND CONFIDENT. IRAQI

TV PHOTOGRAPHED SADDAN'S INITIAL GREETING OF
RUNSFELD AND PRESERTATION OF PRESIGENT REAGAN'S
LETTER. RUHSFZLD GPERED BY CONYEY{NG PRESIDERY'S
BREETINGS ANU EXFRESSING HIS PLEASURE AT BEING IN
BAGHDAD AKD WITH HIS INTERESTING AND INFORKATIVE

« SECRETY
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EXCHANGE WITH FOREIGN HINISTER PREVIQUS EVENING.

Y. SADDAM WELCOMED RUHSFELD AND SAID HE HAD
READ PRESIDENT'S MHESSAGE ANO BEEN BRIEFED ON MEETING
WITH FOREIGN MINISTER. HE SAID HE WAS PLEASED
THAT POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS HAD BEEN TAKING PLACE
WITH SERIQUSNESS AND FRAKRKNESS. HE MAS ALSOQ
PLEASED THAT PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE INDICATED DEEP
ARD SERIOUS UNDERSTANDING OF IMPLICATIONS OF
CONFIRMATION OF IRAQ/IRAN WAR AND 1TS DANGERS.
THIROLY, HE XAS PLEASED THAT US MISHED TO SEE
FURTHER DEYELCGPMNENT IN ITS.RELATIONS WITH IRAQ,

" INCLUDIKG EXCHANGE OF AMBASSADORS. [IRAQ VALUED
THIS POSITIVE APPRECIATIOR BY THE US OF THE KEED
FOR A HIGH LEVEL OF RELATIONS,

remr—m—m— s g 4 e &

5. FURTHER EXPANOUING HIS THINKING ON U5-1RAQ]
RELATIONS, SADOAM SAID IRAQ ALSO FELT THAT KoOT
BEING ABLE TO COKDUCT RELATIONS AT A& FULL

- SECREY
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DIPLONMATIC LEVEL WAS UNNATURAL. INTERESTINGLY,
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THE PRESIDENT USED A DIRECT QUOTE FROM RUNSFELD'S
STATEMENT TO THE FOREIGN MINISTER THE PREVIOUS
EVENIKG WHEN HE SAID “HAVING A WHOLE GENERATIOR
OF IRAQLS AND AMERICARS GROW UP WITHOUT UNDER-
STANUING EACH OTHER HAD NEGATIVE IHPLICATIONS
AND COULD LEAD TO HIX-UPS.* EYER BEFORE THE
WAR, IRAQI LEADERSHIP HAD EXAHINED CIRCUMSTANCES
OF SEYERANCE OF RELATIONS AND POSSIBLE RESUNPTLON,
KOTING NEED TO CONSIDER CAREFULLY THE TIMING OF
ARY DECISION. THE WAR HAD INTERYENED ANU ADDED
CONPLICATION THAT DECISION ON RESUMPTION HIGHT
BE HISUNDERSTOOD BY USG ANRD OTHERS AND THE MROKS
REASOHS ATTACHED TO0 I7. HE HAD -NOW HADE A PUBLIC
STATEMENT POIKTING OUT THAT RESUHPTION OID NOT
DEPEND ON WAR CONTINUING OR NOY, BUT ONLY QN

s s HAMING DECISTON MHEN__LT_MAS. -HADE. UNDERSTQOD..
CORRECTLY., WHEN THESE NATURAL COMBITIONS AR
TRUE MOTIVES COULD BE ASSURED, IRAQ u#QULD TAXR
THE NECESSARY DECISION. [IRAQ WAS5 PLEASED
US UNHDERSTQO0 THIS AND LEFT TO IRAQ TO CHOOSE
PROPER TINING AND CIRCUMSTANCES.

6., STILL UNWILLING TO LEAVE SUBJECT, SADDAN

NOTED IRAQ WAS AN INDEPENDENT AHO XKOK-ALIGNED -
COUNTRY AND IT wAS INCORRECTY AND UNBALANCED

TO HAVE RELATIONS WITH SOVIET UNION AND NOT

WITH US. IRAQ HAD KO [DECLOGICAL COMPLEXES ON

" THIS SCORE.  ALTHOUGH THERE HAD BEEN BLOCOY -

CONFLICTS BETNEEN THE BAATH ANG THE [RAQL COM-
HURIST PARTY, IRAQ HAD RO COHKPLEXES ABOQUT 1ITS

RELATIONSHIP WITH THE USSR. LRAQ HAD DEVELOPED
SECRET _
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RELATIONS WITH WEST ON THE SAHE BASIS. FRARCE
IN PARTICULAR URDERSTOO0D THE IRAQI ¥iEw. UuS
NEEDETQ TO UNDERSTAND AREA BETTER, RECEIVE lRAQ1
VIEWS AHD ARALYSIS [N CORRECT AND COMPREMENSIYE
HANRER S50 IT DID NOT MAKE MISTAKES IN AREA. NO
COQUNTRY QR PEOQPLE CAN LIVE [N TRUE INREPENDEMN(E
OR PROSPERITY IF 1T 15 130LATED,

7. TURNING TO OYHER SUBJECTS., SADDAN MOTED
THAT ARAB NMORLD HAD BOTH VYERY RICH AN0 YERY
POOR COUNTRIES. WEST DLO NOT ©lSH MIOOLE EAST TO

SECREY
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FALL UNDER SOVIET INFLUEHCE. ARAB WORLD ALSO
WANTED TO AYOID CONING UNDER INFLUENCE OF EITHER
SUPER POWER. UuS, AS IRAQ UNDERSTGOD IT, WAS NOT
TRYING TO BRING ARABS INTO AMERICAN SPHERE BUT
ONLY TO KEEP THEK OUT OF SOVIET SPHERE 50 THAT
CONNERCIAL ANO OTHER RELATIOHSHIPS COULD BE CARRIED
OH NORMALLY. HIDOLE EAST, FOR ITS PART, HEEOED
WESTERN EXPERTISE HOST WHEN IT WAS IN A STASLE
SITUATION AND FOCUSSED ON DEVELOPMENT. US,

UK, FRANCE AND JAPAN SHOULD EXTEND MORE FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE TO POOR STATES LIKE PORY TO DRAW IT
AWAY FROW SOVIET INFLUENCE. SANE WAS TRUE OF
STATES LIKE NORTH YEWEN, SUDAN ARD MAURITANIA.
THIS WAS AL50 A SESPONSIBILITY OF THE ARAB

STATES THEMSELVES, S0 THAT CLASS CONFLICT 0f0 KOT
APPEAR.IN WAYS THAT ALLONED OPENINGS FOR.

FOREIGN INTERFERENCE.. THIS WAS WHY IRAQ HAD

SECRET '
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PROPOSED AT THE 1380 ARAD SUMHIT IN ANHAN A FUND
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FOR ARAB DEYELOPMENT COOPERATION. FACT THAT
IRAQ HAD PLEOGED OHLY $500 NILLION OVER TEN
YEARS RATHER THAN $1 BILLION DID NOT INDICATE LACK

OF INTEREST, ONLY CIRCUHSTANCES OF THE WAR. AFTER
NAR, IRAQ WOULD FOLLOW UP,

8, ARAB WORLD CULTURAL TIES WERE DEEPER WITH
WEST THAN WITH COMMUNIST STATES, SADDAN
CONTINUED. WEST HAD LEGITIMATE INYERESTS IN THE
ARAB REGION, BUT SOMETIMES BEHAYED ON BASIS OF
INCONPLETE OR FAULTY ANALYSIS. LEBAKOK AND
[RAN/IRAQ WAR WERE CASES IN POIKT. US HAD
QRIGINALLY ACTED WITH INOIFFEREKCE BOTH TOWARD
SYRIAK INVASION OF LEBANON AND TOWARD THE GULF
WAR, FOR WHICH IT DECIDED TO ~LET THIS GROUP OF
LUNATICS BASH EACH OTHER,~ WHAT, HE ASKED, wopin
HAVE HAPPENED TO THE STATES GF THE GuLT ARD
ARABIAN PENINSULA I[F IRAQG HAD NOT STOOD FAST?

N0 ONE WOULD HAVE BEEN ABLE TO PUT OUT THE FIRE.
LIONISH WAS IN FACY EMCOURAGING [T TO BURN.

-—

9. IF US DID NOT ACT TO PREVENT SYRIA AND [SRAEL

‘FRGM CARVING -UP LEBARKON, IT-WOULD MEAN THE END

OF LEBAKON AS AN INODEPENDERT, UNIFIED ENTITY,
SADDAH SAID. US SHOULD PRESS ISRAEL To WITHORAW
AND “ALL OF US~ 5HOULD PRESS SYRIA TO WITHDRAW
AS MELL. UNLESS THIS HAPPEKED, OTHERS WOULD BE
ENCOURAGED TO ATTACK AND OCCUPY WEAKER STATES.
CHAOS ARD INSTABILITY WOULD RESULT. THE SAME
WAS TRUE IN A SEKSE OF THE IRAN/IRAQ NAR. WHENR

OTHERS WATCHED AND KEPT QUIET, AS THEY HAD FOR
SECRET
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THE .FOUR YEARS OF THIS WAR, .IT ENCOURAGED ADYERTURQUS
THINKING TO EMERGE. [IRAQ HAD HOW OVERCOHE THE >
DANGEROUS STAGE OF THE WILITARY SITUATION. IT

" WAS HOW A QUESTION OF TIME. NEVERTHELESS, [RAQ

WAS NOT HAPPY TO HAYE THE WAR PROLONGED.

10. RUMSFELD EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR OFPOK~
TUNITY TO EXCHAMGZ VIFWS WI¢p THE PRESTDENT.

WE HAD SOHE AREMS CF HIGH S(MILARITY CF YIEW
AND OTHERS WHERE OUR PERCEPTIONS AKD IDEAS
DIFFERED., WHEN HE HAD BEEN ASKED TO UNDERTAKE

SECRET
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THIS RESPONSIBILITY, RUMSFELD SAID, HE HAD
RECOGNIZED IHPORTANCE OF VISITING [RAQ. PRESI-
DENT REAGAN AND SECRETARY SHULTI HAD AGREED.

AREA LEADERS, T00, IN MOROCCO, JORDAR AND EGYPT
HAD ENCOURAGED HIS YISIT. XING FAHO HAD KEL-
COMED IT THE PREVIQUS DAY, SUCH CORTACTS WERE
WITHIN OUR COUNTRIES® BASIC IKTERESTS, WITHIK THE
CONTEXT OF RESPECT FOR THE SOVEREIGNTY OF NATIONS.
INDEPENDENT AND SOYEREIGN NATICNS HAD RIGHKT TO
UNDERTAKE ACTIVITIES WITH KHICH NE OR OTHERS O[O0
NOT AGREE, BUT THERE SEEHKED TO BE AN OVERRIDING
INTEREST IN STABILITY AND PEACE. K AN INCREASIKGLY

_INTERDEPENDENT WORLD, ALL PEOPLE MERE BETTER

SERYED T0 THE EXTENT THEIR RULTIFACETED RELATIOQNS
NERE ORDERELY AND DEEP AND SPANNED POLITICAL,
ECONOHIC AND OTHER AREAS OF LIFE,

EEE o ke e g e A e o ran. T —g P OTRME R mmws gt wmie wmt ot o St e
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11. NATIONS, RUNSFELD SAID, WERE BETTER OFF
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TAKING LONG-SIGHTED VIEW AND US HAD TO TRY TO
TAKE A COMPREHENSIYE YIENM. OUR UNDERSTAKDING

OF THE INPORTANCE OF BALANCE IN THE WORLD AXD

THE REGION WAS SIMILAR TO 1RAQ'S. WE SHARED
IRAQ'S INTEREST IN HAVIKG A LEBANON ENERGE FREE
OF FOREIGN FORCES -- SYRIAN, ISRAELI, LIBYAN,
IRANIKN, AND OTHERS. K®E ALSO SHARED [RAQ'S VIEW
OF KEED Y0 SUPPORT GOL ANU ITS HOPE THAT CONFLICT
WILL SUBSIOE AND GOL WILL BE ABLE TO EXERCISE

ITS SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE WHOLE COUMNTRY.

12. TO THE EXTENT THERE WAS EXCESSIVE FOCUS ON
LEBANOM, RUHSFELO CONTINUED, IT COULD OISTRACT
ATTERTION FRON NEED TO ADDRESS MORE FUNDAMENTAL
PROBLENS, SUCH AS SECURITY OF THE GULF ARD CIRCUK-'
STANCES OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. 1IN OUR.
SUBEHERT, TT WOGLT BT KUVRNTRGEDUS FOR EGYPT AND
IRAQ TO PLAY THE{R NATURAL ROLE IK THE REGION

SO0 THAT ANBITIONS OF OTHERS .-WERE NOT INFLATED.

I3. 1IN THIRXING ABOUT CUR BILATERAL RELATIONMS,
RUNSFELD SAID, WE STRONGLY AGREED W{TH PRESIODENT'S
STATEHENT "ABOUT EFFECTS OF GENERATIONS OF IRAQIS
AND AHERICANS NOT HAVING KINDS OF INTERACTION

THAT WERE NATURAL AT ALL LEVELS. IF THIS SITUATION
PERSISTED, IT WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO AREAS OF IGNOR-
AHCE AND WARPED, UNCLERR VIEWS THAY WERE [N NO
ONE'S INTEREST, KE SHARED IRAQ'S YIEW THAT
PEOPLES OF REGION WERE BEST SERVED "BY STABILITY,
PEACE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPNENY, BUT THIS DEPEKDED

ON THEIR LEADERS FIKDING WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE Tg@
SECRET
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THAT STABILITY., THOSE WHO WARTED INHEDIATE ARRANGE-
HENTS FOR A JUST AND LASTING PEACE WERE EXPRESSING

R NOBLE HOPE, BUT THERE ¥AS NO REAL PROSPECT OF

ITS IHHEDIATE ACHIEVEMENT. WHILE ME SOUGHT THAT
TYPE OF GOAL, 1T WAS [MPORTANT THAT HE HAKAGE

OURSELYES S0 AS TO KEEP SITUATION AS STABLE AS
POSSIBLE IN OUR TIKE

IH. REGARDING WAR NIVH (&A4, RUHSFELD SAID, US
AGREED IT WAS NOT IN INTEREST OF REGION OR
THE WEST FOR CONFLICT TO CREATE GREATER INSTABILSTY

SECRET
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OR FOR OUTCOME TO BE OKE WHICH WEAKENED [RAQ'S

ROLE OR ENHANCED INTERESTS AND AMBITIONS OF

IRAN. WE THOUGHT COKFLICT SHOULD BE SETTLED IN

A PEACEFUL KAKNER MHICH DID NOT EXPAND IRAR'S

INTEREST AND PRESERVED SOVEREIGNTY OF IRAQ. WE

AGREED WITH IMPORTANCE OF ECONONIC INTERACTIGH

AND IRAQ'S ABILITY TG EXPGRT ITS OIL. ONE

AREA WHICH MADE SUCH INTERACTION DIFFICULT,

HOMEVER,  NAS RISX OF ESCALATION IN THE GULF AND

POSSIBLE CLOSING OF GULF AS A RESULT. US IS

ENCOURAGING OTHERS NOT TO SELL WEAPONS T0O

IRAN AND ®ILL CONTINUE TO 00 SO. WE BELIEVE

WE HAVE GEEN/ SUCCESSFUL IN CLOSING OFF EXPORTS - ’
OF US-CONTROLLED EQUIPMENT TO.IRAN.. SABOAH HUSSEIN
INTERJECTED “THAT. UIBYA “ANB SYRIR HAD BEEN. INTER- Lo
HEDIKRIES ON SUCH DEALS, LIKE THE RECENT SPANISH

AHHUNITIOH SALE. RUASFELD SAID THAT COUHTRIES— - —om i oo

SECRET
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WHICH ACTED IN SUCH A MANNER WERE SHORTSIGHTED,
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LOOKING AT A SINGLE CONMMERCIAL TRANSACTION-

WHILE THEIR HORE FUNDANENTAL IKTERESTS WERE BEING
HARMED. THEY WERE SOYEREIGN STATES ¥HO WOULD

ERD UP DOING WHAT THEY PLEASED, BUT US KOULD

LET THEM XNOW HOW IT FELT,

IS. RUMSFELD SAID THAT NATIONS WHICH EXPORT
TERRORISH AKN EXTREMISH QUGHT TO BE RECOCNIZED

AS SUCH. PEOPLE SHOULD KNOX THAT TERRORISH HAS A
HOME -- 1IN IRAN, SYRIA AND LIBYA. THE SOVIET

UNION HAS IN THE PAST AND IS TOODAY CONTRIBUTING

T0 IT. TERRORISH ADVERSELY AFFECTS THE SOYEREIGNTY

AND INDEPENDEMNCE OF NATIONS. WE FEEL EXTREMELY
STRONGLY ABOUT "IT.

++16, . :US,..RUNSFELD :SAID, SOUGHT T0- PROJOTE A FAIR

FEEQE'EETEEEH“THE‘ﬁRﬁﬂﬁ“ﬁHU*TSHﬁEU?“ﬁRE“TEI Tt e e e
RECOGNEIZED THE CIRCUHMSTANCES OF THE PALESTINIAN

PEOPLE. BEYOND THAT, RUHSFELD COKHENTED, HE HAD

SEEN-EFFECT OF COMSENSUS APPRQACH ON ARAB DECISIOH-®

HAKING. IT TENDED TO ALLON THE SPOILER TO ALTER

THE DECISION OF THE KAJORITY IN A MAY HARNFUL TO

- THE FUTURE OF THE REGION. LOOQXING OUT FIVE TO

TEN YEARS, IT CQULD RESULT IN PEOGPLE BEIKG LESS

HEALTHY AND ADVANCED THAN wOULD OTHERMWISE. BE THE
CASE.

LS

» '
L7 SADDAM COMMENTED IRAQ THOUGHT IT WAS IHPORTART

" AND. USEFUL TO ENCOURAGE. POSITIVE RELATIONS

BETWEEN THE PLO AND PALESTIKIANS IN GERERAL, AKND
JORDAR., IRAQ WOULD ASSIST JORDAN TO HAVE THIS

- SECRET
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RELATIONSHIP, RECOGNIZINS THAT JORDAK HAD LEGITI-
HATE SECURITY CONCERNS. ON QUESTION OF ARAB
CONSENSUS, IRARQ HAD FELT FOR SORE TINE THERE
SHOULD BE TWO TYPES OF GECISIONS: CONSEKSUS
DECISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE S0 THAT THEY WILL BE
BINDING  ON AND INPLEMENTED BY ALL: AKD DECISIONS
TAKEN BY X STRONG MAJORYTY WHICH LOLLD RE AINIIRG
CN THOSE YOQTING IN FAVOR OF THEM kKD PEY G74ERE 1K
A POSITION KOT TO CALSE YARM, REASCE TIAT

SYRIA AND LIBYA ARE ABLE TO THWART ARAB DECISIONS
[S THRT EGYPT AND IRAG ARE ABSENT FROM ARAB

SECRET
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COUNCILS., OTHERWISE, OECISIONS WOULD BE TAKER
IN A NORE HEALTHY WAY. .

I8, REGARDIKG ESCALATION OF THE ¥AR, SADDAN SAID,
PATIENCE OF IRAQ SHOULD NOT BE MISUNDERSTOCD.
MHILE CONCERNED WITH SECURITY OF THE GULF, IRAQ
COULD MOT DISPENSE WITH 1TS HATIONAL INTEREST.
WITH IRAN EXPORTING QIL AND IRAQ HOT ABLE TO DO

S0 THROUGH THE GULF OR THE SYRIAN PIPELINE, IT

WAS NOT FOR IRAQ TO LOOK AFTER THE WORLD'S
INTERESTS BEFORE ITS OWM. WHAT WAS NEEDED WAS TO
STOP THE WAR, OR PUT THE GULF I[N A BALANCED SITUA-
TION FOR BOTH BELLIGERENTS.

19. RUHSFELD HOTED HE HAD DISCUSSED WITH FOREIGN

BINISTER IRAQ'S INTEREST IN PIPELINES-THROUGH
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SAUDI ARABIA AND POSSIBLY THROUGH JSORDAN TOQ
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AQAHA: AND SOME OF THE XINOS OF ARRAKGEHENTS .
"THAT HIGHT 89E NECESSARY AKD DESIRABLE TO INCREASE
THE SECURITY OF SUCH AN ENTERPRISE. SADODAH RE-
SPORDED THAT IX PAST IRAQ HAD NOT BEEN YERY
INTERESTED IN THE JORDAKIAR PIPELINE POSSIBILITY
BECAUSE OF THE THREAT THAT ISRAEL WQULD DISRUPT
IT. KOW THAT US COMPANIES AND USG WERE INTER-
ESTED, IRAQ WOULD RE-EXAHINE IT. THERE NIGHT BE
A CORNECTION BETWEEN US AND IRAQI INTERESTS, IF
US COULD GIVE IRAQR A FEELING OF STRENGTH AND
ASSURAKNCE THAT, wWQULD ALLOW IT TO TAKE THE
APPROPRIATE DECISIOK. 1IN FACT, SOTH PIPELINES
RKERE IHPORTANT AND IRAQ WANTED TC DEVELQP BOTH.
RUMSFELD AGREED THAT ONE OLD -KOT WANT TO BE
= DEPENDENT :OK-.ONLY -ONE . ROUTE. . HE:.SALD H{E.ALSO.
‘UNDERST00D THE HEED FOR ARRANGEMENTS THAT HBULB
.......... HAKE A-PIPELLIKRE. . THROUGH. JORDAKR.NORE_LOGICAL...... ..
20, "RUNSFELD SAID HE-¥AS PLEASED TO HEAR ’
SADDAM'S CONHENT THAT .IT WAS IKCUNBERT ON THE
ARAB NATIONS TO EXERT PRESSURE OM SYRIA TO
WITHORAW FROM LEBANON. SOME PRESSURE MNAS
BEING BROUGHT TO BEAR FROM THE OQUTSIDE BUT
THE MOST EFFECTIVE PRESSURE WOULD BE FRON
WITHIN THE ARAB uORLD. ®HEK ORE ARAB COUNTRY
INYADED ANOTHER, KILLED PALESTINIANS IN TRIPOLI,
cEXPORTED TERRORISM AND BEHAVED [N A MANNER IKCON-
SISTENT WITH THE BEST HOPES OF THE OVERNHELNIAG
HAJORITY OF, THE ARABS, [T NAS TIHE FOR THE ARAS
STATES TO MAKE UNAMBIGUGUSLY CLEAR THAT SUCH

BEHAVIOR WAS UNACCEPTABLE. AS FOR THE US, IT
SECRET
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LOOKED FORWARD TG A RETURN TO NATURAL BALANCE

IR THE ARAB WORLD. IT WAS IKPORTAKY TO PEACE
AND STABILITY IN THE REGION. .

21. SADOAM COMMENTED IRAQ WAS COMCERNED ABQUT THE
QUESTION OF PRESSURE ON SYRIA AKD KAD DISCUSSED

IT WITH SAUDL ARABSA,.dHTTH FAD THE ALARY BUT

FOR SOME REASON .MAX RELUCTANT TO USE TIEN. THIS
WAS NOT A HEALTHEY GOKDITION. LEADERS 3HOULD bE
CAPABLE OF LEADING THEIR PEOPLE. IT WAS YERY
CONFUSING WHER THE SAUD!S PROVED UNABLE TO

SECRET

"t s % ¢




.
o~

2523, BAGHDADABEIRUT/KUMAI T HINIHIZE CONSTOERED: PRECE-
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LCLOSE THE ASSISTANCE FLOW TO,SYRIA. [T SEEKED

TO COME FROM A FEELIKG OF WEAKKESS AND FEAR,
BUT IT WAS DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAKD HOW SYRIA COULD

THREATEN OTHERS. IT WAS NOT SYRIAN STRENGTH BUT
THEIR WEARKNESS THAT WAS RESPONSIBLE.

22. RUMSFELD NOTED THAT IRAQ'S RELATIONS WITH
TURKEY WERE IMPORTANT. SADDAN REPLIED THEY

WERE GOOD AND DEVELOPING HORE ACTIVELY MITH EVREN
THAN HAD BEEN THE CASE PREVIOUSLY. RUHSFELD

SATI0 HE HAD VISITED TURKEY RECENTLY AND TALKED
ABOUT ITS RELATIONS WITH IRAQ AND QUR IMTEREST
THAT THEY SHOULD BE HEALTHY AND CONSTRUCTIVE,

- e aMe - e L. i .
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