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) Whether to instruct USINT Baghdad to raise issue of XIragi
CW use and urge cesgation.
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We. have recently received additiopal information confirming Y
Iragi use of chemical weapons (CW). NS R ITEGTCE LY -
acquired a CW production capability, primarily, from Western . //431
£irms; including possibly a. U.S.” foraign subsidiary.” weime:i: .
detailing U,.8. CW policy and aple inrormatinn -on Iragl use :
of CW is at Tab 2.) In keeping with our policy of seeking a -
halt to CW use wherever it occuxs, we have baen considering the
. nost affactive means to halt further Iragi CW use including, as

a.first step, a direct approach to Iraq.

In October Iran accused Iraq of using CW and on November 8
it requested the UNSYG to investigate. IXran alaso stated it
would soon submit a report providing information and evidence
on Iraql CW use, but hac not yet done so. We do not know
whether or when this lgsue will develop further at the UN., It
is dxportant. to make our approach to the Iraqis on this issue

as eaxly am possible, in order to deter further Iragi use of
s f7das: woll as. to avoid unpleasantly su¥prising irayg through
sPRbliespositionswasmayshave-t0o: take;on this issues’

If you approve the demarche to Irag, we will submit further’
rocommendations for your consideration on how to handle the -

looue in the UN 1if it arises there as.-well-as. on-whHether -wew:
= h gelegted European, govexnments the fact-that :
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RECOMMENDATION

That you approve the instruction to USINT Baghdad at Tab 1

and the cable providing additional background on Iraql CW use
at Tab 2,

Approve /}i/}zf,’”:geg\ Pisapprove

Attachmenta;

Tab 1 ~ Instruction cable to U5 Interests Sectien Baghdad.
Tab 2 - Information cable on Ug CW Policy and Iraqi CW use.
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2. ZSEPTEL PROVIDES BACKGROUND ON U.S. POLICY ON S )
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3. OQUR PRINARY POLICY HAS BEEN TO PREVENT USE oOF g{
PROHIBITED CW. 1IN THE CASE OF IRAQ. OUR PURPOSE IS TO S
DETER FURTHER USE. THE SENSITIVITY OF REPORTING ON THIS s
SUBJECT HAX DPRECLUDED DIXCHSKING TT UXTH FORCTLM

GOVERNMENTS. IRAN'S OCTOBER 22 ANNOUNCEMENT THAT IRAd
HAS USED PROHIBITED Cl4s ANP ITS NOVEMBER 8 REQUEST TO THE
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