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" Dsar Dr. Elsoni

Since my first note to you on the subject, I have been pon-
dering carefully the interesting letter you left with Jim
Hagerty. Because of the sarnest thought you have devoted
to Mid East problems and your personal acquaintance with
the region, I am stealing the time to write you again, at
greater length than normally I could do. Even so I can do
no more than to set put, in random fashion, a few of the
factors in these problems,

First of all, as I szid in my previous letter, I {ind myself

in general agrsement with your conclusions. I concur in

| the advice, "Keep Israel out of this crisis completely. If
possible do not even mention the word.” The difficulty
here §s that in any conversation with an Arab, he is the one
that brings up the subject of Israal. Underlying all Arab

! thought is resentment toward the existence of Israel and z
underlying determination, some day, to get rid of it. So
while I agree that in this crisis we should try to prevent
israel from being a principal subject in pur discuseions
and planning, yet it is.necessary to remember that it is
antipathy against that State, practically universal among all
Avabs, that provides fertile ground for Nasser's hate propa-
"ganda. ”

' I assure you that I never fail in any communication with Arab

i leaders, oral or written, to stress the importance of the

: spiritual factor in our relationships. I have argued that be-

] lief in God should create between them and us the common

: purpose of opposing atheistic communism. However, ina
conversation of this kind with King Saund, he remarked that
while it was well to remember that the Cormmunists are

no friends of ours, yet Arabs are forced to realize that

Communism is a long ways off, Israel is a bitter enemy in
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our own back yard. But thé religious approach offers, I
* agree, a direct path to Arab interest,

Next, this Administration has never been antagonistic to Arab
nationelism. Ounr own history ss well asz our sense of justice
impel us to support peoples to achisve their own legitimate
nationalistic aspirations. I think that possibly we have failed
to make this clearly apparent to our Arab friends, The Cairo
and Moscow radios have too long been falsely drumming in
their ears the charge of Wostern Imperialism and the clear

purpose of Western nations, including ths United States, to
dominate all Arabs.

This brings to mind the need for a better and more consist-
ent operation of our information services throughout the Arab
region and Indeed, through all the Muslim countries. Goorgs
V. Allen, :now in charge of ouxr information services, is the
raost cepable and kmowladgesble maen we have yet had in that
post. He iz struggling hard to find the facilities and the
techniques whereby we, through friendly Arab spokesmen,
can reach over good communications, the entire popilations’
with the message of truth and fact zibout the West,

You refer to "a position of strength.” I agree that we can

be guccessful only when we operate from such & positjon.

But we know thet strength comprehends far more than military
p0war »

For instance: There is an old roflitary saying that *'Nothing
positive can be accomplished except from & strong bese."

So our position of strength must comprise not only the neces-
sary military force in critical spots with prover support ané
reserves behind it, but the United States must itseli be a

"stromg base’' put of which positive aetion can be projected as
necessary.

I want to pursue this thought a moment. The real streagth of
America must be describad in values that are intangible. It
is a trulsm to say that the gtrength of democracy is public
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opinion. When there is a truly unified public opinion there is

a8 tremendoue power generated by our free people. Further,
when that public opinion is baged upon knowledge and real une .
derstanding of the issues involved, then this tremendous power
cen produce and sustain constructive action, almost without
limit,

But the prerequisite for such strength, I repeat, is knowledge
and understanding. An important element i# such an under-
standing that purely militery defenses, no matter how powere
ful, can never insure any nationls security. Aggression that

is political, psychological ard economic can outflank military
forces because of our failure to provide the necessary counfer
measures in those flelds:  The problem then is o create in
the United States a true understanding of our proper relations
ship to the less developed countries, including the Mid East,

as well as the measures necessary to keep those relationships
healthy., I do not need to recite to you the efforts that have been
made in this direction. That effort has been focussed, in late
monthe, primarily upon the Mutual Security Program. To inw
form the country on the essentials of this program there was
organized umder Eric Johnston a bipartisan army of crusaders.
There hag been a very great deal of gratifying -evidence that
this message has reached & vast portion of our populationg

but there is still 2 serious gquestion that the resulting under-
standing has been forcefully communicated, in turn, to ths
members of the Congress. Indsed, it is clear that there has

" not yet been created the determined, unified, aroused public

opinion that would demand from the Congress the kind of support
and action for these programs which must be carried out ef-
fectively, imaginatively and honestly if we 2re to presezve

the peace an® lead the world to a better lifa,

By and large you are well aware of the basic purposes, hopes
and efforte of the American government in the forelgn field.
Those efforts in the Mid East are based upon convictions that
largely parallel your own. Yet I feel that all of us mauset do
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meore, here at home, if we are to be successful abroad. I

" have meade speeches on this subject, three or four of them

on nation-wide television. But Ibelieve teachers, business
leaders, labor leaders and, indeed, including and especially
the clergy, ought to be active in this work.

If all of us are to be active and effective, it must be on tha
basis that we have studied the problem realistically. Ouy
purposes must be lofty and we must derand from ourselves

a full measure of dedication to the principles that have in-
spired this nation in the great momentsa of its history. We
may, and probably should, be emotional and sentimental in
the proper sense, but we must come zight down to earth if
our conclusions are to be reallstic and our efforts productive,

Even among some of our very able friends we apparently have
not had this kind of thinking and conclusion. Just rocently 1
had a letter from your close associate, Dr. Lowxy, & man
whom I respect and like. But I cite some of his words, in
communications he has sent to me, to support my belief that
while his purposes are correct, some of his enalyses and
conclusions are wide of the mark. .

I send along to you an article he wrote in which I have marked
one paragraph.

The charge he makes in that paragraph agalnst three Presidenta
i, to my mind, completely unsupportable, He notes that in
certain periods our military strength has been sc great as fo

be awesoms, Yet he deplores the fact that, possessing this
strength, America has not so used it when needed, even though
"No enemy would have dared stand rgainst it."

The meaning that I get from this paragraph is that he balieves
that preventive war should either have been waged or at least
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threatensd upon & rumber of occasions in the past two decades,

He jgriores the fact that no Congress could ever have been
induced to declare such a war., DBut his fallure to ponder what
such B venture would have brought about {8 mystifylng. War

is war, no matter by what adjective it {5 described, XHis idea

is that all of these Presidents gualled before beavy responeibility.
No matier what else might be sald of President Roosevelt or of
President Truman, I think that no one properly could charge
them with being cowardly either in the physical or in the moral
genga. Truman in stending firmly against Soviet intentions in
Iran in 1946, his proncuncements on Turkey aund Gresce in 1947,
and his reaction to the Korez invasion, even if that invasion
came sbout 28 & result of cur own neglect, were sll examples

of couragsous action. It seems 1o me that for a man who has
never had the responsibility of conducting Amarica's relation.
ghips with the remainder of the world to take it upon himself

to mzke this sweeping criticism rather destroys my confidence
in bis judgroent. This I say with some sadness because in his
personel leiter 10 me he exprespes some thoughis that are more
then appealing. They are in some insiances very pensirating.

Incidentzlly he expressed some approbation concerning 2 column
that 1 also enclose for you. You will note that'this colwmn makes
the charge that the sending of troops into Lebanon signified 2
complate turn-about in American policy. Actually it did nothing
of the Xind, The Lebanon incident was the natursl sutcoms of

- doctrines, beliefs, convictions and policies that have been upheld

by this Government, in every kind of situation through a rumber
of years.,

I think I need not recite them for you. You know of the Formosa;
Viet Nam, Guatemela and Iran incidents, In the solution of them
real visks were rum. :
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So what I am seying is that we cannot yeach proper coaclusions
in these matters by thinking enly with the top of our minds. We
" mmst get down to the fundamentals of burnan behavior, values
and aspirations. We must be true to our religious heritage in
recognizing clearly the basic principles by which we must ”
atternpt to guide our nation's destiny, But we must nol £ail
to recognina that it is humans who must mzke temporal
decisions. X those decisions are $o conform to fundamental
convictions, are to be logical and timely, there mmst be earnest
and deep study end contemplation not only by bfficials, but by
the people who produce the power through which such important
projects are implemented. ' ; ’
The phrase "Will o Greatnega™ is an expression of & noble ideals
3t will be achisved oty if all of us, leaders and followers, each
in his own sphers, nses his beart, his brain and his bedy $o .
make it 50,

With warm regard,

Eincerely,

Reverend Edward L. R. Elson, D. D.
The Nabional Presbyterian Gharch
1764 X Strest, N. W,

Washington, D. C.
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P.8.1 1 repeat that I very much liked your succinct, logical

presentation of your jideas.
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