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- the £iin was withdrawn because The Traql audience considered Ninstchka's geomber
sxiatenge 1n Russia preferable to her gay snd immoral iife in Pardns .

motion pleturs WWhen the Commuplsbs Crue® only lsst month. IE has not, theveformw, -

baan pgssme beforg now to arrange & propey evidinntion of the film. o
%he 7i%m hes now been shown before & panel Sonak ting of the Dhabge APALfairers
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the Aruy; Navy oxd Alr Attachesy the Politicsl Officur, PBeonemdia Offisev, Pubilie v ey

AfPairk Officer ard Films Officey. ¥Fach persen atbending the showdng was redusited

‘%o answer pertinent gnestions on the #1lp. The commenta bélow ave based ¥n the - .

Feplies %o these questions. Those present wors ssked o dveluabe the Ti0m in Yemex
&f the whoyys- commenbary and acbion of the print a8 shown, meking #lJgwences o
only mindr adaptations to a Middle Eastern satbing. L
' The cofmensus wes that distribution of a Neax Fusbern version of this £l in'its
pireserit, fors with only minor adaplabions may be meither wise nop feealhle. The panel
f£olt that the £ilm would be mést effeative with adeptations whang peasant #nd othex )
Jiweinguns; less educated groups. Even aming such gronps, howgver; theré s @ general

Poeling that the £ilk, in its present form, risked the possibility of ‘badkfiring. The
Film does not contain sufficlent resognitica of the wniverssl doniré on the parl of the

peasant in the Hiddle East for 1and and for o bebber Jife. Thése musb gomshont ba
yépresented a5 available nobt by revelubion, bk by political necns. Thore must be

. gome pqait;ﬂfg-_ alternative to the Communist methed of_obtainmg r@‘pmo o

Tn 2 gountry such as Iraq vwhere land refsrin ¢ one of the préssing lgsues, the
brubdl twestment of landlords is nob Tikely to mwaken sny sympstby ameng the peasant (@)
population. Sdich statements as wTn Ruseis, every farmer lives like a ldng,® #This 150,
#n orzandzabion of youthy® and »When do we take the rich mats Iand end houses?® are =N
Jikely te He heard and remembered out of conbexb. Ths £ilm aa it stands, therefore, &°
may he as likely to provoke latent sympathy for the Commuists as 1t is to .combib
such sympathy. In this comeotiong the Nepartment may be interested in the aupRT
ienite of the Irag Govermment two years ago ‘when 1t arcanped £or the rdissuance in
Tewg oF the film vNinotchicat as an anbi~Goumwist nedium. After meverdl showlngs
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P Suggostion waS also made that the euphawis of the fibi shovld Be chamged
the gestruction by the Communists to the fach that the Joaal pesple were fooled ., -,
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by the desire for reform which abt first ssemed to be apparent among the Communista,
If a central theme were to be creatsd for the picture, it was suggested that

this theme should be "Do Not Be Fooled.® The film should have the cb jective of :
making the peasant look twice at Communist promises of desired reforms,

Two members of the panel quastioned the advisability of the use of an Azer—
baijand varsion of the film in Iragl Kurdestan vhere many reside who participated
in the revolt and where some latent nostalgia for the days of the "Independent
Kurdish Government® may still exist. Those officers most familiar with the Kurds,
however, felt that such sympathimers ave much in the minordity and that the gemeral
knowledge of the stealing of Azerbaijani grain by the Soviets, and of the true
nature of the Azerbaijani regime, would serve to mske a film effective with this _
background. ' ;

The attribution to USIS is not considered of importance since any anti«Communist
film is Yikely to be attributed to this souree anyway.

The Embassy will naturally attempt to make fullest use of any Near Bast wversion
of thls film which may be received. If further testing is desired, the Embassy
is willinp to try a field test with an Arabie commentary on the Mandarin version.
Unless the Department indicates that it is continuing this project, however, and
desires further field testing before complebing the Near East version, the Bmbassy
will not go to the .expense of translating the script.
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