DECY ASSIFFD

OPNAV 24 HOUR RESUME OF EVENTS
2500009 TO 260000Q

CHRONOLOGY OF MAJOR EVENTS -~ (ALL TIMES QUEBEC - WASHINGTON)

0000

0000

0745

0800

SUB CONTACT C-18 reported "Cold" as of 242330 at 25-13N,

B3-23W actively being prosecuted by ESSBEX A/C and 6 DD's.

(See Tab Opsum)

COMCARDIV 18 in ESSEX with escort DD's and COMSECONDFLT in
NEWPORT NEWS and escort destroyers closing Soviet oiler
BUCHAREST. ADN RICKETTS after conference with VADM BEAKLEY
informed OPMAV Staff BUCHAREST must not get through the
Quarantine barrier line.

ADM RICKETTS by phone stressed with COMASWFORLANT the
requirement to ipsure that BUCHAREST not pass through the
barrier; and the need for every effort to insure photos
taken of Soviet Merships turning east, COMCARDIV 18 in
ESSEX, in contact with BUCHARESBT since 0715, directed by
ADM RICKETTS to accompany, but not to board or interfere
with BUCHAREST passage. COMSECONDFLT in NEWPORT NEWS with
DD's closing contact.

RESUME OF THE EVENTS FROM CNO PLOT INDICATED:

Soviet oiler VINNITSA located West of barrier at 23-20N
and 70-30W last at 232200 proceeding enroute Havana.
Patrol ships in Windward Passage and along north coast of
Cuba as she passes, ”

Merchant ships of concern 23-~24 October headed in general
easterly direction,

RADN HAYWARD (CTF-135) with ENTERPRISBE, INDEPENDENCE, and
destroyers operating in general area south of GUANTANAMO.

CANBERRA and escort destroyers operating in area west of
Quarantine line center. 9 of 12 Quarantine stations
manned,

THREE PHIBRONS, each with one BLT embarked, proceeding to

Eleuthera Island. One BLT loading aboard PHIBRON 2 units
et Moorehead City, North Carolina. Another BLT in PHIBRON
10 scheduled for loading ASAP. PHIBRON 8 units egfroute
CONUS to load a third BLT. When these PHIBRONS close
Eleuthera agsembly area, Marine assault forces required
by CINCLANT OP PLANS 314/316 for assault on western Cuba
will be prepositioned at Eleuthera in necessary amphibious
ships.

FIFTH MEB continues loading from West Coast ports, but has
been ordered not to sail until further orders received.
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Photos confirm no deck cargo aboard BUCHAREST., SECDEF
interest in making contact with friendly merchant ship
(particularly UK) made known to CNO Flag Plot, Greek
oiler SIRIUS well West of Quarantine Line at 0800 (Posit
22.10N, 27-50¥).

CON Flag Plot informed COMSECONDFLT assumed on scene
command BUCHAREST surveillance, ESSEX group released
for ABW/AIR coverage. If boarding later required
NEWPORT NEWS will provide party.

Destroyer JOHN R, PIERCE in vicinity of Leabanese freighter
NMARUCLA. Did not board.

PIERCE now tratling East German Freighter VOLXERFREUND
SCHAFT.

Db from TG-136.3 directed to intercept MARUCLA, J F
KENNEDY enroute,

Dominican Republic made her ships available to U,S,; and
a coastal patrol around the island was established,.

Task Group ALFA (TG-83.2) (COMCARDIV 16 in RANDOLPH)
agsigned to provide ASW support in vicinity of CTF-136
(Quarantine Force and CTF-44 (Amphibious Force).

Admiral LEVERTOK advises CINCLANT has directed daylight
boarding of MARUCLA.

P5¥ from Bermude reports surfaced Soviet FOXTROT class
submarine 26-49N, 67-26W, course 060 speed 10.

PIERCE ceased surveillance of VOLKERFREUND SCHAFT.
NEWPORT NEWS and DD's ceased shadowing BUCHAREST and are
returning to roving patrel cemnter of Quarantine Line.

CNO Flag Plot advised CINCLANT now dire¢ts J P KENNEDY
to locate and board MARUCLA earliest possible,

CINCPACFLT directs movement of FIFTH MEB at maximum sage
SOA through Panama Canal., CNO Flag Plot eatimate of best
possible completion time for onloading 262100 and esti-
mate of arrival Balboa 040100 (S50A 15 knots).

Verbal COMASWFORLANT designation of Soviet FOXTROT
Submarine is C 19. OPNAV Intelligence estimate is that
this is very probably the same submarine reported earlier
and prosecuted by ESSEX group (C18). Forces prosecuting
Cl8 remain on station, checking two ''sinker' positions
reported since contact was lost. Patrol aircraft surveil-

lance of C 19 continues,
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