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1. (U) CLASSIFIED BY ACTING POL/ECON COUNSELOR JOHN G. COOK.
REASON 1.5(D) .

2. (C) SUMMARY: STAFFDEL MACKEY CALLED ON MINISTER OF DEFENSE
ESGUERRA AND THE MILITARY HIGH COMMAND SEPTEMBER 6 TO DISCUSS THE
PROPOSED SALE OF BLACKHAWK HELICOPTERS TO THE COLOMBIAN ARMY.
ESGUERRA WOULD NOT SPECULATE ON THE AMOUNT OF TIME THAT THE
BLACKHAWKS WOULD BE USED FOR COUNTER-NARCOTICS AS OPPOSED TO
OTHER OPERATIONS. HE EMPHASIZED, HOWEVER, THAT IN OPERATICNS
AGAINST COCA FIELDS, PROCESSING LABS, AND TRAFFICKER AIRSTRIPS
WHICH THE GUERRILLAS ARE PROTECTING, FIGHTING THE GUERRILLAS IS A
COUNTER-NARCOTICS OPERATION. STAFFDEL ARRIVED SEPTEMBER 7 AT THE
POLICE BASE IN SAN JOSE DEL GUAVIARE IN THE COCA GROWING REGION
JUST IN TIME TO WITNESS THE BODIES OF SOLDIERS BEING UNLOADED
FROM HELICOPTERS. THESE 22 SOLDIERS WERE KILLED IN A GUERRILLA
AMBUSH SEPTEMBER 6. THE POLICE AND ARMY LEADERS IN SAN JOSE
BRIEFED THE DELEGATION ON THE SUCCESSES OF "OPERATION CONQUISTA,"
A COUNTER-NARCOTICS OPERATION WHICH HAS BEEN UNDERWAY IN THE
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REGIONS SINCE MAY, AND WHICH HAS BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN DESTROYING
MANY COCA FIELDS AND COCAINE PROCESSING LABS, AND IN CUTTING OFF
THE SUPPLY OF PRECURSOR CHEMICALS. THE NARCOGUERRILLA RESPONSE
HAS BEEN TO EXTRACT A TOLL FRCM THE ARMY, SUCH AS THE LIVES OF 22
SOLDIERS ON SEPTEMBER &. END SUMMARY.

MEETING WITH MINISTER OF DEFENSE AND MILITARY HIGH COMMAND

3. (C) ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, STAFFDEL MACKEY, ACCOMPANIED BY
THE CHARGE, MET WITH MINISTER OF DEFENSE ESGUERRA, COMMANDER OF
THE ARMY GENERAL BEDOYA, AND COMMANDER OF THE AIR FORCE GIL, AT
THE CENTRO ADMINISTRATIVA NACIONAL (CAN), THE COLOMBIAN

- EQUIVALENT OF THE PENTAGON. MINISTER ESGUERRA BEGAN THE
DISCUSSIONS FIRST BY ACKNOWLEDGING THE FOCUSED INTEREST OF THE
DELEGATION, THAT BEING THE ROLE OF THE MILITARY IN COUNTER-
NARCOTICS AND WHETHER OR NOT THE BLACKHAWKS SHOULD BE SOLD TO
COLOMBIA. HE SAID HE INTENDED TO DIRECT HIS REMARKS TO THIS
INTEREST, WHILE EMPHASIZING THE ENORMITY OF THE COUNTER-DRUG TASK
FACING THE POLICE AND ARMED FORCES.

4. (C) ESGUERRA STATED THAT COLOMBIA IS, WITHOUT ANY DOUBT,

ENGAGED IN A WAR AGAINST NARCOGUERRILLAS. THE GUERRILLAS CLEARLY
ARE PROVIDING PROTECTION TO COCA FIELDS, PROCESSING LABS, AND
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STRATEGY WOULD NOT PREVAIL, BUT THAT ECONOMIC AND MATERIAL
ASSISTANCE IS REQUIRED IF COLOMBIA IS MOST EFFECTIVELY. TO WAGE A
COUNTER~-NARCOTICS FIGHT.

&. (C) ESGUERRA THEN ARGUED THAT WHILE THE UH-1H IS A GOOD
HELICOPTER, THE GEOGRAPHY OF THE DRUG WAR -- ISOLATED AREAS OF
OPERATION WITH LIMITED TO NO COMMUNICATION OR ROAD
INFRASTRUCTURE, AND HIGH ALTITUDE LOCATIONS -- REQUIRES SOMETHING
MORE, I.E., THE BLACKHAWK. HE ALSQO ADDED NIGHT VISION CAPABILITY
AND EXPLOSIVES FOR THE AIRSTRIPS TO THE LIST OF EQUIPMENT
REQUIREMENTS. HE NOTED HERE HIS CONCERN THAT THE APPROVAL AND
THE EVENTUAL SALE OF THE BLACKHAWKS MIGHT BE TOO LATE AS THE
MILITARY WOULD SOCN LOSE USD 16 MILLION IN -BUDGETED FUNDS AND
THAT THEY MIGHT BE FORCED TO ACT QUICKLY AND BUY FROM THE FRENCH,
ENGLISH, ITALIANS, OR ONE OF THE OTHER POTENTIAL SELLERS.
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