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SUBJECT: MURTHA AND MARSH VISIT CONCENTRATES ON NARCO
POWER AND INSURGENCY .

REF: BOGOTA 7639

1. NSRRI - ENTIRE TEXT.

# 2. SUMMARY: REP JOHN P. MURTHA AND SECRETARY OF .THE.
|| ARMY JOHN O. MARSH DISCUSSED WITH PRESIDENT BARCQ. AND
MINISTER OF DEFENSE SAMUDIO THE TREMENDOUS INTIMIDATING
POWER OF NARCOTICS TRAFFICKERS OVER COLOMBIA'S
COVERNMENT AND SOCIETY, THE EFFORTS BEING MADE IN BOTH
| THE US AND COLOMBIA TO COMBAT THE NARCOTICS PROBLEM, AND
THE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING AND
JNSURGENCY . PRESIDENT BARCO’S UPCOMING VISIT TO THE US
WAS ALSO DISCUSSED AT LENGTH WITH HIM. THE 24 HOUR STOP
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IN BOGOTA MAY 22 AND 23 ALSO BROUGHT THE VISITORS INTO
CONTACT WITH MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS FERNANDO CEPEDA,
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THE MILITARY SERVICE CHIEFS, MID-LEVEL OFFICERS WITH
RECENT FIELD EXPERIENCE, AND OTHER IMPORTANT

COLOMBIANS. MEETINGS AND DISCUSSIONS HIGHLIGHTED THE
COMPLEXITY OF THE PROBLEMS THE BARCO ADMINISTRATION

FACES IN PROTECTING THE COUNTRY’S DEMOCRATIC

INSTITUTIONS FROM A VIRILE NARCO-INSURGENCY WITH A
MILITARY/POLICE ESTABLISHMENT THAT IS UNDERSOURCED AND
THAT ONLY RECEIVES MINIMAL HELP FROM OUTSIDE. END SUMMARY

3. THE VISITORS. 1IN ADDITION TO REPRESENTATIVE MURTHA
AND SECRETARY MARSH, VISITORS INCLUDED DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS STAFFER JOHN PLASCHAL, GENERAL WAYNE
DOWNING (US ARMY) OF US SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND,
WILLIAM OLSON FROM ASD S0-LIC, LTCOL CLOSE AND MAJOR
! NEUMAN OF SEC MARSH’'S OFFICE} AND LTCOL RICHARD BROWN
1 FROM DOD/ISA. OBJECTIVE OF THE VISIT WAS TO OBTAIN
FIRST-HAND KNOWLEDGE OF THE SERIOUSNESS AND COMPLEXITY
OF THE CHALLENGE TO DEMOCRATICALLY CONSTITUTED AUTHORITY
IN COLOMBIA AND HOW THE UNITED STATES MIGHT BE ABLE TO
! HELP.

4. WHO THEY SAW. THE VISITORS WERE WELCOMED UPON
ARRIVAL AT 3:00 PM MAY 22 BY GENERAL BOTERO, COMMANDER
OF THE ARMY, AND MAJOR GENERAI, MURILLO, SUBSECRETARY
GENERAL OF THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. FOLLOWING A LATE
AFTERNOON COUNTRY TEAM BRIEFING AT THE AMBASSADOR’S
i RESIDENCE, THE VISITORS SHARED AN INFORMAL BUFFET DINNER
WITH MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS CEPEDA, PRESIDENTIAL
ADVISOR RODRIGO PARDO, EX-FINANCE MINISTER RODRIGO
BOTERQ AND OTHERS. ON MONDAY, MAY 23, THE CONGRESSMAN,

; iﬁiiARY MARSH, MR. PLASCHAL AND MR. OLSON ACCOMPANIED
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THE AMBASSADOR AND POLCOUNS TO MEET WITH PRESIDENT
BARCO. THIS WAS FOLLOWED BY A SESSION AT THE MINISTRY
OF DEFENSE WITH MINISTER SAMUDIO, ARMED FORCES COMMANDER
'  GENERAL GUERRERO PAZ, CHIEF OF THE JOINT STAFF GENERAL
NELSON MEJIA, COMMANDER OF THE ARMY GENERAL OSCAR
BOTERC, AIR FORCE COMMANDER MAJOR GENERAL ALFREDO
ORTEGA, AND DEPUTY COMMANDER OF THE NAVY VICE ADMIRAL
MANUEL AVENDANO. GENERAL MEJIA THEN HOSTED A LUNCH AT
THE COLOMBIAN WAR COLLEGE FOR THE VISITORS PLUS THE
AMBASSADOR AND MILGROUP COMMANDER COL. TORRES. THE
VISITORS DEPARTED AT 2:30 PM MAY 23.
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5. WHAT THEY DISCUSSED. DURING A 40 MINUTE PRIVATE
MEETING AT THE CASA DE NARINO, PRESIDENT BARCO
EMPHASIZED THE EFFORTS THAT COLOMBIA HAS BEEN MAKING
OVER THE YEARS IN ITS BATTLES WITH THE NARCOTICS
TRAFFICKERS. HE SAID A REPORT WOULD BE COMPLETED
SHORTLY DETAILING THOSE EFFORTS AND HE INTENDS TO TAKE
IT WITH HIM TO WASHINGTON JUNE 3 THROUGH JUNE 8 TO BE
ABLE TO HAND IT OUT, TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH, TO THOSE
HE WILL MEET. CONGRESSMAN MURTHA THANKED THE PRESIDENT
FOR THE EFFORTS HIS ADMINISTRATION HAS BEEN MAKING,
ESPECIALLY OVER THE LAST SEVERAIL MONTHS, TO ATTACK
TRAFFICKER HOLDINGS IN MEDELLIN, CALI AND THE EASTERN
PLAINS. HE SAID THE NARCOTICS ISSUE HAS QUICKLY BECOME
THE NUMBER ONE POLITICAL ISSUE IN THE US AS ELECTORAL
CAMPAIGNS HEAT UP. THE CONGRESSMAN SAID THAT THE US
PUBLIC IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY FRUSTRATED WITH THE

i INABILITY TO SEE ANY VISIBLE PROGRESS IN THE FIGHT

! AGAINST NARCOTICS. THE USG HAS SPENT $9 BILLION OVER

i THE LAST THREE YEARS ON ALL ASPECTS OF THE NARCOTICS

i| ISSUE AND HAS NOTHING TO SHOW FOR IT. CONSUMPTION
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