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SOURCE:

B. ()

SUMMARY :

SEEMS TO KNOW A LOT
ABOUT PARAMILITARIES AND THEIR LINKS TO DRUG TRAFFICKERS

AND THE ARMY.
8= (D)(1)

o iJ THE 17TH BRIGADE LOCATED AT CAREPA IN THE
URABA GION OF NORTHWESTERN ANTICQUIA DEPARTMENT. THIS
IS THE UNIT HAVING RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CURRENTLY TENSE
BORDER WITH PANAMA, WHICH IS EXPERIENCING THE SPILLOVER
EFFECTS OF GUERRILLAS AND PARAMILITARIES ACTING WITH
RELATIVE IMPUNITY AGAINST INNOCENT CIVILIANS, MANY OF
WHOM HAVE BEEN DISPLACED OR MURDERED, ON BOTH SIDES OF
THE BORDER.

2. <8 [D),1.4(Q)"
SPECIAL COMMAND (COMANDO ESPECIAL CONJUNTO, OR CLC) -
WHICH IS THE COLAR'S CONTRIBUTION TO THE COUNTERNARCOTICS
EFFORT TO CAPTURE DRUG KINGPINS KNOWN AS THE "BLOQUE DE
BUSQUEDA" (SEARCH BL




= | THERE IS A "BODY COUNT SYNDROME" IN THE COLAR WHEN
IT OMES‘TO PURSUING THE GUERRILLAS. ACCORDING TO
L | THIS MINDSET TENDS TO FUEL RUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES
BY OTHERWISEZ WELL-MEANING SOLDIERS TRYING TO GET THEIR
QUOTA TO IMPRESS SUPERIORS. IT COULD ALSC LEAD TO A
CAVALIER, OR AT LEAST PASSIVE, APPROACH WHEN IT COMES TO
ALLOWING THE PARAMILITARIES TO SERVE AS PROXIES FOR THE
COLAR IN CONTRIBUTING TO THE GUERRILLA BODY COUNT.

g (D)(1

2.

T ST S 2 AID
THAT| .. [WAS INTIMATELY FAMILIAR WITH THE RECORD OF THO
17TH BRIGADE COMMANDERS. _THE FIRST WAS BG VICTOR JULIO
((ALVAREZ)) VARGAS, WHOM[ . i |REALLY LIKED AND
RESPECTED. ALVAREZ COMMANDED THE BRIGADE IN 1995 AND WAS
REPLACED IN JAN 96 BY BG RITO ALEJO ((DEL RIO)) ROJAS,
ABOJYT WHOM HE HAD FEWER NICE THINGS TO SAY.

6. <& (P)(1),1.4 (c |WAS ASKED IF THE PARAMILITARY WAVE
OF VICLENCE IN THE URABA REGION AND THE RELATED MILITARY
COLLUSION WERE RECENT PHENOMENA. R

NEGATIVE, SAYING THAT MILITARY COOPERATION WITH THE
FARAMILITARIES HAD BEEN OCCURRING FOR A NUMBER OF YEAR
BUT THAT IT HAD GOTTEN MUCH WORSE UNDER DEL RIO. [(B)
b)(2).. “4-AFTER HIS BRIGADE COMMAND, BG ALVAREZ BECAME
DIRECTOR OF THE ESCUELA MILITAR DE CADETES "JOSE MARIA
CORDOVA" (THE COLAR EQUIVALENT OF WEST POINT), WHERE HE
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HAS SERVED THE PAST TWO YEARS WITH DISTINCTION. ALVAREZ
IS NOW HEADED TO SANTA MARTA (MAGDALENA) IN EARLY JAN 98
TO TAKE OVER THE FIRST DIVISION FROM MG IVAN {{RAMIREZ)}
QUINTERO, THOUGH ALVAREZ IS ONE YEAR AWAY FROM 2-STAR
PROMOTION ELIGIBILITY. BG DEL RIO, ONE YEAR JUNIOR TO
ALVAREZ, IS DUE TO RETURN TO BOGOTA TO TAKE OVER THE
URBAN-BASED 13TH BRIGADE. FOR DETAILS ON TH
GENERAL OFFICER REASSIGNMENTS, SEE IIRKbXQW
HEADLINES ABOUT INTELLIGENCE PURGE OBSCURE ANNCUNCEMENT
OF NEW DIVISION AND BRIGADE COMMANDERS {U), DTG 2517502
NOV 97.)

7. 94~ OBSERVING THAT BG DEL RIO'S NEW BOSS WILL BE THE
FIFTH DigISION COMMAN)ER MG JORGE ENRIQUB‘éQMORA)
RANG : e

: CONCURRED THAT
THIS FORMER JOINT OPERATIONS DIRECTOR {D-3) AND WAR
COLLEGE DIRECTOR DOES INDEED HAVE AN UNBLEMISHED PUBLIC
REPUTATION. NEVERTRELESS, | d
CAME TO HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH THE PARAMILITARIES, MQRA
"PROBABLY WAS ONE OF THOSE WHO LOOKED THE OTHER WAY."
.WAS REFERRING IN PARTICULAR TO THE TIME FRAME WHEN MORA
WAS A BG COMMANDING THE LARGE AND CRITICAL 4TH BRIGADE IN
MEDELLIN (ANTIOQUIA}, THE SISTER UNIT TO THE 17TH, BACK
IN 1984-95. | JALSO FELT THAT AN EARLIER CCMMANDER OF
THAT URIT, EO ER COLAR AND MILITARY FORCES COMMANDER GEN
HAROLD ((BEDOYA))} PIZARRO, FELL INTO THFE SAME CATEGORY.
IN OTHER WORDS, QFFICERS SUCH AS MORA AND THE NOW RETIRED
BEDOYA NEVER ALLOWED THEMSELVZS TO BECOME DIRECTLY
INVOLVED IN ENCOURAGING OR SUPPORTING PARAMILITARY
ACTIVITIES, BUT THEY TURNED THEIR BACKS TO WHAT WAS
HAPPENING AND FELT THE COLAR SHOULD IN NO WAY BE BLAMED
FOR ANY RESULTING BUMAN RIGHTS ATROCITIES COMMITTED.

8. 89 WHILE[(B)(1),1.4(€) = 5IWAS SERVING IN URABA, NEXT
HIGHER HEADQUARTERS FOR BOTH THE 17TH AND 4TH BRIGADES
WAS THE FIRST DIVISION, WHICH WAS: COMMANDED BY MG RAMIREZ
AT THE TIME AND STILL WILL BE FOR A COUPLE MORE WEEKS
UNTIL BG ALVAREZ TAKES OVER IN SANTA MARTA AND RAMIREZ
RETURNS TO BOGOTA TO BECOME COLAR INSPECTOR GENERAL ({IG}).
; IS NO FAN OF RAMIREZ, WHO[Z34|1S CONVINCED HAS
GONE FAR BEYOND THE PASSIVE PHASE w H
_IS ACT Y SUPPORTING THEM e

5 E IS CONCERNED ABOUT THE
POTENTIAL DIRECTION THE COLAR COULD TAKE IF RAMIREZ
ABUSES HIS POSITION AS IG OR, WORSE, IF HE IS ALLOWED TO
RISE TO EVEN_HIGHER POSITIONS IN THE ARMED FORCES
BIERARCHY. [~ ' | IS NOT OQVERLY OPTIMISTIC THAT THE
MITITARY CURRENT LEADERSHIP WILL TAKE ANY FIRM ACTION TO
GET RID OF RAMIREZ IN THE SHORT TERM.

CCOMMENTS: 1.
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