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BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: On October 16, 1967, the High Command of
the Bolivian Armed Forces releasad the following communique,
together with three annexes, on the death ¢f Che Guevara:
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6| n1, In accordance with information provided for national and

international opinion, based on documents released by the

Military High Command on October 9 and subsequently, concern-
ing the combat that took place at La Higuera between unita of
the Armed Forces and the red group commanded by Ernesto "Che'

Guevara, as a result of which he, among others, loat his life,
the following is established:

a) Erneato Guevara fell into the hands of our troops
gravely wounded and in full use of his mental faculties., After
the combat ended, he was transferred to the town of La Higuera,
more or less at 8 p.m. on Sunday, October 8, where he died as
a reault of his wounds. His body was transferred to the city

of Yallegrande at 4 p.m. on Monday, October 9, in a helicopter
of the Bolivian Air Force,

b} Two medical doctors, Dr. Moises Abraham Baptista and
Br, Jose Maria Cazo, director and intern respectively of the
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Knights of Malta hospital, certified the death (Annex No. 1) and
recorded the autopsy ordered by the military authorities of
Vallegrande (Annex No, 2).

c) With regard to the identification of the deceased and the
authentication of the diary that belonged to him, the government
requested the cooperation of Argentine technical organizations,
whioh sent three experts, one handwriting speolalist and two
fingerprint speclalists, who verified the identity of the remains
and certified that the handwriting of the campaign diary, captured
bg our troops, colneldes with that of Ernesto Guevara (Annex No.
3).

d)} The campaign diary and the book of doctrine (libro de
conceptuaciones) are documents that contain an account of activi-
tiles, from the date of his entry (into the guerrilla area) until
October 7, and (justify)} the judgments that this chief of subver-
sion, the membersa of the guerrilla bands, and the people, both in
this country and abroad, who collaborated with them, deserved.

As a consequence, they are documents exclusively for the unase of
the military,

2, By this means the Military High Command considers complete
all information relating to the death of Che Guevara, La Paz,
October 16, 1967." END UNCLASSIFIED,

BEGIN CLASSIFIED. Comment: The reports provide further documen-
tary proof that the guerrilla chieftain, who was reportedly
fatally injured in battle agalnat the Bolivian Armed Forces on
October 8, was indeed Ermesto Che Guevara., The documents do little,
however, to resolve public speculation on the timing and manner

of death, It will be widely noted that neither the death certi-
ficate nor the amtopsy report state a time of death (the examining
physiciane are said to have told journaligts that Guevara died

a few hours before thelr examination late in the afternoon of
October ¢}. Moreover, the communique also leaves unsaid the time
of death, indicating simply that it occurred sometime between

8 p.m. October 8, and the transfer of the body to Vallegrande at

4 p.m, the following afternoon. This would appear to be an

attempt to bridge the difference between a2 series of earlier diver-
gent statements from Armed Forces sources, ranging from assertions
that he died during or shortly after battle to those suggesting

he survived at least twenty-four hours, Some early reports last
week also indicated that Guevara was captured with minor injuries
while later statements, including the attached autopsy report,
affirm that he suffered multiple and serious bullet wounds.

LIMITED OFFICTAL VSE



DECLASSIFIED

Authority NND §59 000
By f" NarA Date G/ 7.

—— .

. LA PAZ A-128

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 3

We doubt that the communique will satisfactorily answer these
questions and are inclined to agree with the comment by FPresencia
columnist Politicus that these discrepanciles, now that the identity
of the body is generally accepted, are "going to be the new focus

of polemios in the coming days, especlally abroad." END CLASSI-
FIED,

HENDERSON

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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Annex No. 1 - Peath Certificate

The death certificate signed October 10, 1967, by Drs. Moises
ABRAHAM Baptista and Jose MARTINEZ Cazo, Hoapital Knights of
Malta, Vallegrande, Bolivia, indicates that on October 9 at

5:30 p,m,, there arrived DOA an individual who military authori-
ties- said was Erneato GUEVARA Lynch, approximately 40 years of
age, the caume of death being multiple bullet wounds in the
thorax and extremities, Preservative was applied to the body.

Annex No. 2 - Autopsy Repert

The auntopsy repoxrt signed October 10, 1967 by Drs. ABRAHAM
Baptista and MARTINEZ Cazo, indicates that the body recognized

as that of Ernesto Guevara was 40 years of age, white race,
approximately 1.73 meters in height, brown curly hair, heavy
curly beard and mustache, heavy eyebrows, straight nose, thin
lips, mouth open, teeth in good order with nicotine atains,

lower left pre-molar floating, light blue eyes, regular physique,
scar along almost whole left side of back. A general examination
ghowed the following wounds: .

1. Bullet wound in left clavicular region egressing through
shoulder blade.

2, Bullet wound in right clavicular region fracturing same,
without egress.

3. Bullet wound in right side, without egress,
4. Two bullet wounds in left side, with egress through back.

5. Bullet wound in left pectoral between 9th and 10th ribs,
with egress on left side,

6, Bullet wound in lewer third part of right thigh,
7. Bullet wound in lower third part of left thigh in seton.

8. bBullet wound in lower right forearm with fractured ulva.

The thorax cavity when opened showed that the first wound 1ightly
injured the apex of the left lung.

UNCLASSIFTED
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The second injured the sub-clavic vessel, the bullet lodging
itself in the second vertebra.

The third transversed the right lung lodging itself in the 9th
rib.,

The left lung was slightly damaged by bullet no. 4.
Wound ne. § transversed the left lung in a tangential trajectory.

Thorax cavities, especially the right, presented abundant blood
collection.

The opened abdomen showed no traumatic lesion, only expansion
due to gases and citric liquid.

The cause of death was the thorax wounds and consequent hemorrhag-
ing.

Annex No. 3 - Argentine Police Report

On Saturday, October 14, 1967, three officials of the Argentine
Federal Police (Investigationa), one a handwriting expert and
the other two fingerprint experts, at the request of the Bolivian
Government, visited Bolivian military headquarters in La Paz to
collaborate in a matter of ildentification, They were shown a
metal container in which were two amputated hands in a liquid
golution, apparently formaldehyde,

The fingerprint experts tried the "Juan Vucetich® syastem used in
Argentina of making papillary sketches of the fingers, but the
liquid caused the fingertips to wrinkle making tracing impoasible.
They then proceeded to take fingerprint impressions on polyethelene
sheets and in some cases on pieces off latex, these to be sent to
the Identification Department of the Argentine Police for further
examinagtion. .

The experts then compared the fingerprints with the copy of the
prints made from Guevara's Argentine identity record No. 3.524.272,
eatablishing beyond doubt that both prints were from the same
person. Also checked were prints taken from Guevara at Vallegrande
on October 9, with the same result.

The handwriting expert then examined two notebooks in good condi-
tion. The title page of one read "1967" and its reverse "Carl

UNCLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

Authority_NND GG poo
By 3f'* Nara Date _ §/27/ 7.

Pg, 3 of Enclosure to
UNCLASSTIFIED LA PAZ A-128

Klippel - Kaiserstrasca 75 - Frankfurt a.,M" and "Harstellung
Baier & Schosider - Neilbreum A.N," This book shows hand-
writing beginning under the date of January 1, 1967 and contin-
uing untll October 7, 1967, Conamidering the period of the
writing, the writing itself, and the "signatures,!" the expert
decided they were suitable for formal extrinaic and intrinsic
comparisons in the handwriting identification syatem., The
expert also examined statigstically the handwriting character-
istics of the notebook enscribed "Elba 665007 containing 44
pages zf hangwriting. There waa sufflelent regularity of
characterdisticyg to dpter that they were the same as thoase
reproduced in/5¥@mfﬁ§igfﬁéﬂ§3%ord. Copies of the material will
be forwarded to the Argentine Police for further study.

S5igned by Esteban Belzhauser and Juan Carlos Delgado,

Enclosure No. 4

COMMUNIQUE OF THE ARGENTINE EMBASSY AT LA PAZ

The technical commission detailed by the Argentine Govern-
ment at the request of the Bolivian Government to prove the
identity of the remailns of Ernesto Guevara has proceeded to make
a comparison of the items that were provided by the Commander in
Chief of the Armed Forces with those that were in the hands of
Argentine police authoritiea. From the fingerprint and hand-
writing skill practiced by the technieians, in accordance with
scientific procedures currently in use, 1t develops that the
items compared correspond in an irrefutable manner to Ernesto
Guevara, thereby agreelng with the report issued by the Bolivian
authorites.

La Paz, October 16, 1967,

UNCLASSIFIED
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Kl Che cayof" gravementé”
- herido- 'y en. pleno uso-
de facultades ;--ment;a»-leis‘.’.

E] Comdndo en Jefe de Iaz raron tanto en- el pais come  3— De esta meners, el A.I-Ernesto Guevn.r(. .
Fuerzas Armadas ha entregn~. en.el exterior. En-consecuch- 40 Mendo Milltar, da por tor- .
do snoshe un comunicado y clm, son dosumentos de ues #x-.,minade toda informecidn Te~ fa- Paz 18, *du octubra da
documentos X8, con los ahmivamente milltar, Iaclonada. eon-la. muerte de 1897,
cunles conslderd cerrado el ca- . R

50 de Ernesto Che Guevara.

EL COMUNIOADD

Dics as{ €] comunicado;

*1,— Conlforine fue informe-
da In opinién nacional y ex-
tranjers, gon loz documeéntos
emitidos por ¢l Alto Mando Mi-
Itar, en fecha 9 di& octubre ¥
pogteriores, sobre el combate
sostenldo en La nguer& entra
anldadés de las: FP. AA g
. agrupzelfn  roja  comandada
por Ernesto “Che” Chuevara a
contecuensla del cual, entre o=
tros perdid 1s vida esbe Hltime,
sa establece lo sigulente;

8) Ernesto CGuevara eayﬁ o
poder de nuexirax tropas grae-
vemente herldo ¥ en uso ple-
no de sus frculindes mentales,

— Desptiés de” haber cesado
el combate fue frasladado a
la poblaclén de’ Higuers,
m4i3 0 menos p horay 20,004 del
din domingo 9 de octubre don-
de fallecld s consecitencla de
ous her!da{. :

— Hl {raslado del caddver a
Ia cludad de Vailegrande se e-
fectud a hovas 16,00 del dis Iu-
nea 9, en un helicéptern da In.
Fuerza Adrea Bolivians,

b) Loa médices, Drs. Molaéu

Abreham Bapiists y Josd- Ma-
rla Cazo en' ai calidad de dl.
reotor a Interno del hospltal
“gefior de Malta”, respectiva-
mente, .cortillearon Is defuri-
elén {anexo 1) y "protocollza~
ron la sutopsis, ordenads por
lag autoridades . militares de
Vallamands, en el dotwmento
]9 2 quo 8¢ anexn. .,

) Con relackin.s la Identt-

:?::‘a“ ‘i’i’ ey Eui"%::é';';:

quknu

A dmtl bd del musrto y cer-
{iffearon que Is ‘ouligrafis del
datle da cmmﬂa, capturado
POT Iiliks - tropas, coinclde
con Ia de Erneato Guevara, El
anéxo N° 3 muesira et acta.
corzespondisnts, .

d) El dikrio de campaﬁa ¥
el Ilibre de, conceptuaciones
son documentos qus contlenen
Ia yelaoldn ds actividades, des~
de la fecha de su ingrpso has.
ta ¢k dis 7 A8 qelwbre y tos
Juctos que nerecleron, » eate
fefe subvertor, 108 miembros
de las bandsa constibnidas ¥
103 elementos que les eolabo-
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Protocolo de autopsm y
cerllilcado de defuncmn

Loa sigulentas son los cerlmca- Ier[ar da- antebram dereehuctr con B- ah-amﬁ e] puhldu izqu!erdo an
dos de defuncldn y el protocolo de fractura de cibilo, ura trayeotoria -tangencial,
la aulopsin del endiver de Gua- A Ia cav:dnd torécics, an Lus cavidadey fordcleas, schrs
vara evidencld que Ia primera herlda todo la derecha, presentaban a-

Certiticndo de Defuneldn. tesiond ligeramente s} vértice del bundante edecclén sangufnea,
Los médicos que suscriben, Direc- pulmén izqulerdo, Ablerfo el abdéamen; no se cons-
tor del Hospital “Sefior da Mal~ Ld sepunda lesions los vasos fatd ninguma  lesién traumébiea,
ta" y Médico Inferno, certifican; sugclavios,- incrustiadese el pro- encontréndosa tmicamente dister.
Qua e.l dia Iunea @ del presente yectl en el cuerpo da Ia .uegmda sién por gases.y llguido gltrino.
mes a horas 5.30, fue traido el vértobra doreal, . La eausa de Ia muerle fueron
cadiver de un individyo que las  La tercera atravesé el pu]mdn Ios heridns del torax ¥ I hema-
autoridadag militares dijeron per derecho, incrustindese en in ar- rra.gia consectente,
tenecer & Emesto Guevara Lynch ticulaclén costo—vertebral de lﬂ. alhgraude, 10 de u!h.lhl’ﬂ ds
de aproximadamente 40 afios de Dovena costilla.
edad, habiéndose conatatado que  Las heridas sefialadas en el pun— Ea copla: flel del ariginal,
su falfecimiento se “qehld a molt- to 4 lesicnaron Hgeramente el pul.
p]eu heridas da bala, e.rt Torax y min-fzquierde, (Fdo,) Dr, Abrsham Baptlstap

ades, Se.procedi§ . La herida uﬁnladg, en el punte (Fdo.) D Martinea Caso®,
Iueto 3,5 la !omtollza.&ldn de di-
VT, aegrande, |

19 de octubre da 1967~ Fdo, Anewo 3- :
Dr, Muoisés Abraham Baptists,— .
¥do, De. JTosé Martines 't — ’
Un sello con la sigulenta Iaymdat

1= 28 Tdentificacion por

K i

Bolivia',
Es Copia F[el del Or!slnu.'i que
en s 50 me rerifo,

SRR parte de policias
clﬁl del Estado r General.
La. Paz, 16 de qcthyl re da 10877

i S8 de la Argentma

disposiciongs -inilitdres, se” proce-
did a la autopgia dal’ i:'adavei' que

acm Comandants en Jefe de las Fuer
Iue reconceifo. corio ¢ de Emesto e
Guevara: T W cluded dola Pz, 22 A zas Artnedas y el sefior Mayer Ros

berlc Quintanilla, del Ministerlo
Repidblca da via, hoy dfa sf- -
tal':}iaoi amm‘e eua.ren bido catorde’del mes de octubre ggmgglﬁégfpm&wt:ﬂ y ‘l‘,lﬁgmf’“&g’:n
M, S el s B S o
t . co de metal cerrado, ef qua
s o e g e 8 e ol e
- o o
u%%“ﬁ?mmm T Relihatior, o0 i caltd do e S St ot o hotes
rizados; cejas pobladas, narls Tec- pen{ ‘seopéméirico, Sibinspeclo- desinfectante utilizado para pee-
ta, lablos delgados, boca enm es Nloolda Pellicarl y Juan Care yarvay las condiclones de Jos ele.
bierta, Qenfadura e buen ‘sstad 198 os Delgaco, perios ductildeeopos, mentos ofrécidos. A tales fines,
con huslias de nicotinz, fotando de Ia Direcclén da Tovestigaciones jos peritos dactiloschplcas ya’els
el premslar, inferlor frquierdo; 0¢,18 Policfa Federal Argonting, tadﬁe Gliciales Subinapectores Nis
cos ligeramente azules, Conatl, & s fnes & que "hublere Iugar cnl&a "Pellicar y Juan Carlos Dels
twelén tegular, haden constar! gue cumpliendo exe adg proceden & efectuar lay
Estreniidedes; Ples: y mangs [ro3as drdenes del sefidr Jeto ds Ercionas Hicoleas corre.!pondleﬁ;s
blen conservados; .cloatrix guie 4. 18 Folicia Federal Avgenting, Ge- u fin gs liesgar a la Wentifieacion
batea’ casi todo, el dor de‘ila teral-de Divisién Mario A. Fone shediania el gisfemsa da cépjm
1 fzquiesda = 2 géen ton motivo de wna solleitud Jgay Vucetich e 150 en la Po..
. ' de_colsboracitn inferpuesta POr fofs Fedaral, da Jos dlbujos papls
Al exgmen geueral, present Ins el Ministezlo de Relgciones Exle~ lars qua predentan lon dedos de
guientes legioned; - riores ¥ Culto, se trasladarin ﬂ las menoa amputailss que en este
Herldn de baln en regifn cln. fata y colocarss » dlspodelin do aoty se les exhibe; Siguen Ia 4éce
v;cu]ar tmulerda, con salida en [a Embajada Argentina 911 esta pica que & cedtinuscldn transeria -
escapuiar del mismo lado, clidad qulen facilitar tay direct- ben para la-correcta Informactée
2. Herlda da bala en regién cla- Y28 para cympliv, A fales elec del procesq y ol teviltado & que
vicular derecha, son fractuzg, ds ths, fueron informados que debla m-iham -
1a Inisrma, ain prmder d

examm a .
cépicas’y ddeumentos da Tazias. da
% %:w hua m roatin cos- tos que fe les enirogadia, (Con Ia h qu aqul.

Dod herjda,, de bala en re. compaifd de lis sefiores Coplkin cu billaban simergiday la.u

gid.-. coatal fatera] zqulerda, con o Navio Carlos Mayer, Agregado manoa para ag pm&acm pres .
salidy en regién dorsal, Naval & 1a Embajada Argentina), szentaba arrughs profuhdas en la
Secretario .de Embajada  Jorfe négita, Mm:pandimﬁe a los pul-
5, He:ddn.debahen reglin pec. Cremona y 1 Cdnswl adjunto & pefos,. clrounstagels tal que difl
fora] jzquierda, enire las costlas carge del Gun.!ulado General en cullS ol entinfado y poater.lor i
novena y décima, con Aalidn en La Paz, Miguel A, Storppells, se tencltn de calcos, No dando Tes
repibn lateral de migmo lade.  dirigieron 4 dependencias ded Cuar sulta&o favorable loa procedimiens
6. Herida de bala en tercio me- fel ‘General Boliviang de Miraflo- fos técnicos aconsejables en estos
res, douds fueren afendides por casoa. se.procedid a 1a obtencldn
7. Herida de balz en terclo ma el seffor Tenlente de Navio Oscar e Jas  impreslones digitales en,

dio de musle jzquierds, en sedal) Pamo Rodriguez, Ayud del T
: General Alfredo O Candia (Pa & la Pég. Hay <
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