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An American newspaperman of a:legé"xly possible leftist orientation,
now being checked, arrived recently in ithens and has been reportedly
‘dctively .mvestlgatxm— the ueargexvclsx rurder case. The cbjectives of his
investigation are not yet known., OSince they may mean a Dew Dress expose
of the case, poseibly designed to serve Commnist propagands objectives,

2 short sumery of scme of the significent sspects of the case is
fmrded herewith for your ...ni‘ormtion. ):
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The George ""clk Hurder Case

: ae_q;;ge Polk, & GBS repcrter and radio commentator in Athens, flew to Salonika
on B ¥ay 1948 as a first step toward trying to visit the mounitain headquarters of.
R guerrilla leader Herkos Vafiades and interview the latier. ie left his wife
Rea, a Greek gird from &lsRancria behind in Sthens. Altheugh Polk wes anti-
“gomminist, in his writings be had been somewhat critical of the Greok govermment
.and its way of handling certam mwroblens.  About tlwee days after Polk's arrival in
Salonika, he disappeared. About four days later his identity card and membership
card in the U.8. Xavdl Reserve were delivered by mail to freek polz.c_ev headguarters
“4n the city, without any nots of explamation. Tmo days afber this Polk's body was
found floating in the ses nesr the U.8. Consulate area. ¥He had been shot behi.ﬂd

. the left ear snd his wrists and ankles had been bound togetlmr with lengths of
cORT'S8 TODCe

- The XK radic soon thereaﬂ'}er charged that Polk bad been mudered by “agents
of the Fagcist government of Greesce®™ because of his criticisms and 23 an object
lesson to others. This charge somehow spread from the Communist press to many non-
Communist ;mblisatiom, and becawe a major propagandz item in the West. By the
end of ¥y the Comrunists were also cbarging that the Greek gammment had acted at
the behest of .american Tntelligence ‘I)fﬁcers in Greecs.

é . ﬁ; éd z_‘é&, 2S00 e, '
Frederick n,;re.,, EORT recelw ed reports in sarly ¥ey, before the Polk

marder, from.an ini‘ormxrb mizmrk that ths KXE murder on 30 April 1948 of Minister -
of Jusﬁigejiristp&la&aa“ by would bs followed scon by another high-
level assassination. Ths £ES redic” had boagtad of KKE ronsibility for the ladss
mirdery - The inforpants stabted that this naxt one was handled Giffemnt}y
propagands-wise. Singe ths Ladas murder haed backfired, the new Party lins was to
be thabt the rext murder had been commitied by rightist elements of the Greek:
govermmn» who would then fry to blm it on the Commnists,

CLT USs.

Secmmry of State George. féarshall directed Ayer 1o act as over—all coordinator

" for the investigation, After this a Greek govarzyant order was issued
Salorika Cendamwwichcﬂaa JHouschountids "the top police officer respomible
for the investigation, In the search for the metact man whom Polk would have had
to meet to begin his jJourney to iarkes, the polide imvestigation lad to an ¥nolish-

[Acarmakmrr Greek rewspapersan in & :xlOTCU:(& Gregory S c“‘fdf;to_mulqs.r '
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n the basis of Staltopoulos! admissions, he was breught to trial and
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sentenced to a long prison term, T%g tro KKF Central “amddtre ~ewharg wors \7
tried and. fourd euilty. in absentia.

L . Neither Adam Mougenidis nor Evangelos Vasvanas ever were imprisoned.
#1though the K¥E radic Talsely amnounced the former's cdeath in an RHAF air reid in
1948, he reportedly remained an active KKE Central Comsittee member until December
19::3. Yasvanas, §/c Jom and Mary, born 191k in Tearitsani, Ellassona, reportedly
remained an activa 2iternate KXE Central Commitiee pember until December 1953,

© In 1955 he was reported s having been dropped from membership in the KiE and as
working as a laborer in Bumania.

[ )

L J
Ayer has written thet heFelieves that Folk's close friend in Athens, fongtantinos
~HARZIARGYIGS - { Attackemt L), who was in close contact with Polk prior to Polk's
trip to Salenika, wes the unidentified individual in fthens who had helped set the

affair up for the KiE. ;"Iatzja@?m is & leftist tnglish-speaking co rresponc*ent\
Both A}’EI‘ and #Hougchnintis alsn stronsly haliswad that Solikts wifs Pas. had »nt 7
?

t0ld 21} she ¥mew!
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Polk has been residing since July 1957 with ner sist.er, ilena t’asdeki -at 51
Paviou ¥Mila Streset, Kifissia, AT
2, Sors other snalysis have beldsved on the basis of

pogsible contradictiona in thé‘)évidenee, that the decision to murder Polk was made
after he was contacted by the X in Salonlka, for a musber of possible reasons, and
that theresafter ‘bhe BER sought 1o achieve maxisan propaganda advanta're therafron,.

The case has flaved perieﬁinam into the 1imelight since then as ney newspaper

or othor éxposes ars writton and jpublicized in Greece and elsewhere. In April 1953,
in one of thess recurrent expoges, a series of 12 srticles appeared in Apogevmatbind
written by Vazdos Tg‘imw. These were noteworthy for attributing complicily in
the case to Randsll Ooates b Presa dttachd _ j
in the Pritish CoWSUISte 1N Salonikd st the hime of the Pollk murder. The implica’cicn
was made that the murder my hsve beegn ﬁesigne& to spoil Greek-American relatdons
to the benefit of the British. It is also implied that Kopstantine.Hafslargyris "

PoIX's close friend in Athens, may have diso been & British agent, A 81gamlcance
aepect of this implied British culpsbility in the case is that it received .
-subsequent Commnist m‘opagamkt play. :

-
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‘The Greek official who tmob&bly knew mest about the case, z*fcuschcuntis disg
earlier this month while holding the rank of Sondormerie Colonel 2nd
of Chief of the 5e.lonika Police Direatorate,

*
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Attechment A
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Konstantinos MATZTARGYRIS

Yo = Kon.été.ﬁtinos HATZIARGYRIS, s/o Ticholas and wu::ia,‘ born cireca 1915, is
the step-son of the late. gg;yr Prime HKinister Themlstocles Sofoulis, His wife

z;:xleen, ie Englishi, fe speaks French, unghsn and German, lie has been characterized
‘as brillisat, hard and arrogant.

2, - In Jily 1937 he was sentenced to two years imprisonment for commmlst
activities, after which he studied econémics in England. He .then worked for 33
years for the BBEC and is zccused of having slanted information to favor EIAS and the
K&E. He joined the Greck Navy in September 1913.L .

fter inteniment in REgypt until 1945, and a short stay in
rngland he became 2 correspondant in Greece for the Christisn S¢ience Honitor .
The latter jJob lested until 1955. Fe has also been employed at various times by a
number of Greek newspapers; including positions as editor of Eleftheros Logos and
Athinaild, and contributior on foreign affairs to Ellenika Chroniks, Ile was fired
from his posiftion with the first two papers in 1953 hecause*? his leftist
orlen‘batlon.

- 3¢ = 1In his connection with the Polk case, he has been accused of being a
. crypto-Communist. Fe has been very pro-Commnist and anti-fimerican in his visus
tut has denied being a Communist,. -He-has admitted anly to haying been a _follower
_.of EA¥ from I9U3 to 1945, T

he = In 1946 ke réportedly visited Albania, Bulgar’.ia and Yugoslavia,

Ce = In early 195]4 he reportedly tried to persuade Ceorge Kartalis, DKEL
head, to cooperate with EDA on & permanent basis. _In late Jstmary 1956 he was
seen in Rotlerdam in the company of Greek cormunist seamen who sre active there,
He is now in London as correspondent the*a of Ethnes,
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Adam MDUZEWILIS

AdamEOUZENTD IS, (aka Evr@z.s, 13&’1}"59:!’8103, end Christos ’iarpos) . 8/o0
John {or Joachﬁm) :md Chrysavgl; born in Pontos, arrived in Greece in 192k
u_a;‘t‘;__ggg.aggé}m'. #e_joined the KKE in 1926, was imprisonsd, from 1936 to 1943

Zor Communist activities, iTfer hia &s ‘©scape in 19h3 he resumed his KEE
activities, which mz}mmted in his mrtic:}patinn, while in Salonike, in

TUthe TOIK WiIrdere




