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Em:,
Qn 8 Mamh 2003,1 fozmd thxs !askcx rclatcd to the Ngcr-yd!ovcﬂre Issue:

"chzrding‘ﬁlBaradm s statcm:nts that tha UK-prowdad am;l US—rcﬂewcd documents .
‘3bgut Jraqi pursuit of wanium arc forgetes, Sccmary Rumsfcid askcd whdfx« aa .

3udga the" documems m be forgmcs or authentic.” S
The memo I faxed to you datéd 11 March 2003 § isin :e&pomc xaﬂxat taskmg Idid not

seea rcIate& !ask‘mg fmm the Vice President

I addcd i, your fix aaclhcr nemo we daé oS ]4 Fcbmaxy 20602 wnb onrmma! Jndgmenm

- 'of!bedocumcnts‘ i o e T . .

Letme e now i you need anythmg clse.

'3 . o, . . . o -
- Craig - : . . ... . .
. ‘ . . . T
. . B . L -
+ - .
.. &
3
R <
+
'
% .
.-
.
. N
.
N
v &
:
NFN
%
'
*
.
¢
¢
N
.
3
et

LLY

¥

97/ o . 02309

P

% %% ”%LMT% : K LL001-0000585

LLO01-00585 -



DX433.3

© e PROVISIONALLY

IR Lot DECLASSIFIED
0311112003 . ST T ‘ ~
L SPWRGWOM Do T SRR
" IraqeIrag's Repm’ted Interest ip Buying Ur.;'.ni}'x-;ﬁ From Niger'and Whe}hérmédated'
Anntnm:nu amAuthmﬁ# T ) . ..

W db not dispute the LiEA Director Gzner.al’: conciusion-lost Fn‘d«y before tie N
Seenriy Councit—thit documents on Trag’s agreement to'buy iravism from Niger are ot

authentic. The IAFA, has promxscd to follow up on eny other evidénce, mgwd‘mg Baghdad's ..
port puc] car matmals buthss sharad Tittle of its mfnrmahon on :h:s issue with dse

o effortsio]

The US Iastmonth provxéed the docmnents 10 the JAEA in rcspense m’ﬁsrcqucst gar.

. mfom)ahon on Ixaqx stteppisto ‘tmy forei gn-ureninm but expmsed contem about their v&wty

B iy —— nmmzs suggcs:mg &&szuofwrbzcm
‘had planned to seid Iraq several tons of “pive ‘wrazimm.” The JAEA compared these, .
* docuprentywith official correspondence ﬁcm the Gove:mnentaf Mger, concludfng

that the n’qcumems we provm'ed’ were stol aux’ltemza

e Wsslungton since last fall also has pmv:dnd the IAEAmth dutadled information onthe, .’

" reported Iragi-Nigerien agreement based on sensitive reporting. Sensitve reponin;
T indicates a delegation of Iragis around 1999 visited Niger and sapgests they were
sceking &coess lo urapiom yellowoake. The JAEA says Baghdad admits one of § its
officials in February 1399 visited Nigar 20d scveral othef Advican mumnm, burthe*

L@.EA has not shared fun}mr details Mth thcaUS .

CIA o several oecasions lus cmhoncd“ﬁm awkble mfcrmntmn on s f:sue -

was fragmentay end uncenfirmed and, caﬂ)‘ Jast month told them, “We could not ccnﬁ;m these

B Teports and have questions regarding semé specific claifus, Nanctheless, we arg cancmd that
thesereports may indicate Bzghdsd bas attcmptad to secure an wrcporied smrr;e of? manjmn

." £

yallnwcakc for amuclear wcapons program.”
— Acerterpicee o,f ﬁxc Bntmh white paper Iast fall was UK comm«overiraqx mtereét m

foreign vraxiuny. Given the fragmentary nature of the rcpﬁimg, CIA ha&xccmmmdad ‘ .

© . that the UK not use diis infonnation in thelr. prper.
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. Irag-NigerPossible Sale of Uraniuﬁ From Niger to Traq and its faplications {Ot‘:{' St

N Bagkgad’s Nnc}ear Progrzm : L

’ fuﬁrmmm on the c}fcozﬂ’ draniym contract between Irag- -ard M‘ger coines acln.m»z‘:}  from aforeign
poversment service report theflacks crucial details, and we are working to clarifp the informatioa and_
1o detérinine wh ether Bt éan be cm'olvamrcd. The report claims Niges in Juiy 2000 éigned a contract ty
supply ﬁzq amnutally with 500 tans of ursnium—most likely yelloweake—that yopld bes ng,n;ﬁmﬁ .
percentags of the reportedsd, 000 tons of uranium mined soqually s Niger, Iraq is not sllowed to tmport :
most radioective material, incloding raw urdnjum and ycﬁowcakc snder the g-ummt H‘Nsmmaxzs '

»

tegime.”

v, Seme of the b, farmaaon in che report. cantradicts reporting fram the mﬁ'mba.my in Niamey« U8
diploruats say the French Goveamant-Jad: congqrium that opataies Niger's two yraniom mines mamtsms

»

campletc control pver wardpm mining and yclbwca‘kr. production. The Embassy prys the p
I cvnsmum—‘-wh:;h dnclodss Speaish and Japancsc ages Nzgar’s estm: amn;alproducbon of‘
T 3 GGG tcns, s opposed :o the 4, OOOtms cited in the rcpnﬂ.

' -
. B v PR

};f converted to feed material and enriched, 504 tens of ycflowcakc could be uséd 10 produce mm'gls
weupohs-grode material for some 50 nuclzar devices. Iog's nucléar weapons program-probsbly could «

produccenough fissilc waterial fora pheler weapon by mid-decade if it obains s*zgmﬁcml .forexgn
mmce orhax clmﬁtsttdcl}' built the' pcecssacyfucl‘ c}cl: rwaam o . R .
w?hcﬁumﬂondAivmchagyAgmcy (IAEA} snys Trag alrcadylns smncSSOton:ef s
ycﬂowcuke—-}wﬂ toms of whith were purc!wm} 1o 1978 from N;gcxs-but tIm; matc:;\l rorgwns
in sealed cuumn;:s snb)oct to annval IAEA inspection. . :

= The JAEA g:ondtxctqd its most rec mspcchon}ast mtm& znd hss eﬂi«ad}y \‘fmﬁzd ﬂ;nnhe

" coptiiner seals were intact,
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