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SCOPE GF ClAa ACTIVITIES -
UNDER THE NICARAGUA FINDING

The Finding repisces the 1 December 1981 Finding which
suthorized certain covert action programs ip Nicaragus and Central
Anerica. This progras resains a critical element of U.S. policy
in the region wvhich recognizes that Nicaragua's Sandinistas regime,
vith Soviet and Cuban sctive support, is implementing a strategy of
full suppert for insurgent elements vhose aiw i{s the overthrov of
dezmocratic governmants in the region. The political and
paramilitary pressures crested by this prograp are linked and
sre essential (1) to enable friendly Central American nations
to strengthen democratic political {nstitutions and schieve
economic &nd social development, free from Soviet, Cuban,
and Sandinista interference and (2) to induce s negotisted
polftical resolution of international tensions in Central
Aperica.

This Finding autkorizes the provision of material support
and guidance to Nicaraguso resigtance groups; 1ts gosl is to induce
the Sandinista governmest in Nicsrsgus to eanter into mesningful
pegotistions with dts neighboring natione; snd to induce the
Sendinictas and the Cubens and their allies to cease thelr
provisico of erms, traising, command &nd control facilities and

anctuary to regional issurgencies. This support is tc be provided
{:;: 4n cooseratios with others, as appropriste. The

ovision of tical sapport and funding to opposition leaders
and orzanizations! in order to
maintain their via ty—is also authorized.

POLITICAL ACTION: Finsscial and material support will be provided
tc Nicaraguas oppositicas laaders esd organigations to enadle thea
to deal with the Bsndinistas from s positien of pelitical scresgth
and to contisue €0 exeaxt political prassure on the Ssodinietas to
returs tc the origiszsl preaises of the revelstios — frae
elections political pleralica, basic human rights and a free press.

PARAMILITARY ACTION: Asres snd other support will be providaed to

Kicarsguss perazilitary forces operating imside Ricaragus for the

purpoee of pressuring the $andiniets govermmant and itz Cuben

s TEETS tO cease their support for regionel insurgecncies.

I sstructors will train thesa forces to atteck targets
n Ricars r order to deny facilities, interrupt 8upport

natworks and to vaise e price the Cubens and Riceraguans and
their allfes must pay fer continuad support of inmsurgent groups
21sevhere in Central America. t[:l

U.S. support for psramilitary forces ingide Wicaragus will
be terminated when it {s verified that: (ea) the Soviets, Cubans,
and Sandinistas heve cressed providing arms, trainicg, comaand
and contrel facilities &nd lo~1s2{cal support fcr military or
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paramilitary operatiots in or against any country in Central
America, and (b) Nicarsgus has comnitted itself to providimg
amoesty and non-discriminstory participation 1o the Nicaraguan
politicsl process by sll Nicaraguans.

PROPAGANDA AND CIVIC ACTION: Guidance and media ascistance will
be prozid:d to Nicaregugn oppositicn elements and param tary

fecrces . .
Propag vill be used to promote pluralism, human rights,

reedom of the press, free elections and democratic processes
ingside Nicaragua and throughout the region. Paramilitary units
vill be trained in field medicite, basic sgriculture and
political/psychological action in order to assist local populations
and to gain and maintain popular support.

FUNDINC REQUIRED: $15,000,000 is {rcluded {n the Fiscal Year 1984
CIA budget for this program. Additional funding requiresments, tc
be determined by developments in the ares, could be as much as
$14,000,000. Any euch edditicnal funding will have to come from
the Agency's Reserve for Contingencies or other suthorized sources.
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RTISKS: This proposasl carries with it the rigks that the
Cubsns may increase their military presence in Nicaragus to defend
their installations and to conttrol rising internal oppoeition to
the Sendinisteg, and that the Nicaraguans may increase their
covert activities or take direct military action ageinst
Honduras. The USSR 1s pot likely to take av active direct
milizary role in Central America.

The Sandiniste regise may heighten repressicn in Nicaragus
but this would only continue the course of acticn in which the
Sandinistas have been eagaged since 1979 to eliminate democrstic

plurslisz.
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