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SURJECT: AMBASSADUR'S CUNVERSATION WITH AUMIRAL MASSERS

FOR ASST SEC ROGERS FROM AMB RILL

t. ACCOMPANIE(D BY POL COUNS I HAP COQFFEE TOODAY WITH ALEXANPRD
SHAW, PRES OF BANCO SHAW, ADMIRAL MASSERA, COMMANDER IN CHIEF
OF THE NAVY, WAS ALSO THERFE, MASSERA SNUGHT OPPORTUNITY YO
SPEAK PRIVATELY WITH ME ANE .POL COUNS, HE SAID THAT IT WAS NOD .
SECRET THAT MILITARY MYGHT HAVE TO STEP INTO POLITICAL VACUUM
VERY SOON,ThEY DI NOT wANT TO DO SO BUT AT THIS POINT CWOICES
SEEM TO BE BETWEEN MILITARY INTERVENTION AND YOTAL (HAOS
LEADING'TO DESTRUCTION OF THE ARGENTINE STATE, MASSERA SAID

HE DID NOY WANT TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE INTERVENYION AS HE wAS
SURE T #OULD REGARD 1T AS NIPLOMATICALLY INCORRECT, HOMWEVER,
HE SALID, HE DID WISH TO APPRNACH ME AS A FRIEND TO SaY THAY
MIt.ITARY wERE TERRIBLY COMCERNE[D ABQUT THEIR PUBLIC RELAYIONS
IN THE US SHOULD THEY HaVE TO INTERVENE, HE ADMITTED THAT
MIILITARY WERE INEXPERIENCED IN TERMS CF PUBLIC RELATIONS
PROBLEMS IN ARGENTINA, MUCH LESS IN ThE US, AND HE ASKED

Gy WG O s (@I A it

TF I COULD INDICATE TO HWIM ONE OR Tw0 REPUTARLE PUBLIC RELATIONS %
FLAMS IN THE US WHICH MIGnT HaNDLE THE PROBLEM FOR AFUTURE
MIL.ITARY GOVT, §
2. I EMPHASIZED THAT USG COULD NOT IN aNY WaY RECOME INVOLVED b
YN ARGENTINE INTERNAL AFFAIRS, 1 SAID THAT wHILE I COULD NOT ¥
RIVE ANY SUCH ADVICE AS WE WAD REGQUESTED, I COULD QUITF PROPFRLY >
MAK v A M T ' F A N . ‘
MAKE AVAILABLE TO HIM THE LIST O Puikéc RE%m&%%'s FIRM§ AVAILABLE .
US. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS %
- Margaret P. Grafeld, Director . v
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TN THE EMBASSY'S COMMERCIAL LIRRARY, MASSERA INDICAYED THAT
WOULD BE FIWE AND THAT HE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING SUCH &
LIST "WITHIN NEXT FEW DaYs",

3, MASSERA SAID MILITARY wFRF FULLY AWARE OF THE NEED TO
AVIILD WUMAN. PIGHTS PROBLEMS SHOULD THEY HAVE TO TAKE POWER,
HE SAIN ARGENTINE MILITARY INTERVENTION IF IT COMES WILL NOT
FOLLOW THE LINES OF THE PINUCHET TAKEOVER IN CHILE, RATHER,

- HWE RAID, THEY WILL TRY TO PROCEED WITHIN THE LAw AND WITH FuLL
RESHECT FOR HUMAM RIGHTS, THIS DID NOT MEAN, HE SAIU, THULJY#
waf or1 I#

LY RFESS THE WaR: AGAINST THE TERRDRISTS7 On THE
fONTRARY, THEY INTENDED TQ STEP UP THE FIGHT AGAINST TERRORISM
AN SUBVERSION, BUT THEY wNULD DO SO WITWIN THE LaW, THEY HAD
.—.MQ _INTENTION OF RESQORTING TQ VIGILANTE=TYPE ACYIVITIES, TAKING
EXTRALEGAL REPRISALS OK OF TAKING ACTION AGAINST UNINVOLVFD
TIVILIANS J#DTSSYNGYWUPKUDEE CINCS HAVE TO MUVe, HE $alID,
THEIR.INTENTION IS TN DO 50 IN THE MOST “DEMDCRATIC™ AND MOUFRATE
MANNER POSSIBLE, HE NQTED THAT THEY ARE HAVING SOME DIFFICULTIES
RESTRAINING HOT HEADS, BUT EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE THAT THEY WQULD
RE ABLE 70 0O S0, :

A4, MASSERA SAIN ME HEITTATED TO RAISE SURJECTY WITH ME BUT THAY

AT SAME TIME HE WISHED TO ASSURE ME AND REPS OF OTHER GQVTS

THAT IF MILITARY FEEL CALLED UPQMN TO MOVE ThHEY wlLL NOY HARNM

MRS, PERON. HE SAIND THIS AAS A KNOTTY PROBLEM BuT THAT THE
THINKING OF THE THREE CINCS AT THE MUOMENT WAS ThAT PROBABLY

REST THING wOULD BF YHAT MRS, PERUN SIMPLY LEAVE THE CNUNTRY,

ON Tre OUTHFR HAND, THERE WFRE MANY WTITHIN THE MILITARY wHO = . .
WISHED TO TAKE STRONGER ACTION AGAINSYT HER. A PUSSIBLE CNMPROMISE
S0)L.TUION WNULD BF TO DETAIN HER IN ARGENTINA ON MARTIN GARCIA
TSLANY OR Iy SOME MILITARY RESORT AREA SUCH AS ASCOCHIMGA

UNTIL SUCH TIME AS FINAL DETERMINATION AS TU HER FUTURFE COULD

RE MADE,

R, COMMENT: ADMIRAL MASSERA WAS VERY CORRECT THROUGHOUT THF
CONVERSATION., HE SERUPULOUSLY PLACED ALL HIS COMMENTS IN THRE
CONDITIONAL TENSE, AND SEVERAL TIMES EMPHASIZED ThnAT HF

WAS ONLY SPEAKING OF HYPOTHETICAL POGSSIBILITIES, NONETHELESS,
POI. COUNS AND T HAD DISTINCT IMPPESSIUN THAT MASSERA wAS
YALKING ABOUT A COUP WHICH «ILL PROBABLY COME WITnIN THE
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NEXT FEW UAYS, POSSIBLY EVEN 3EFORE THE WEEREND,

7. MY PLANS: I HAVE PLANNED AND HAVE RESERVAYIONS TO DEPART
AKGENTINA THE FVENING OF MAR 17, SHQULD T CANCEL THESE PLAMS
NOW AWD COUP SHOULD TAXE PLATE ON, 54y MAR 18, THAT MIGHT

RE TAKEN BY MANY AS PROQF THAT WE HAD PRIOR KnOwlLEDGE NF
MILITARY ACTION, FURTHER. IT MIGHT BE ALLEGED THAT ] naD
CANCELLED PLANS AND STAYED HERE TO HELP DIRECT THE CoOuP,

T THEREFORE BELIEVE THAT IT IS IN THE BEST INTERESY OF THE uSG
ThAT ] PROCEED WITH MY PLANS AS THOUGH wE HAD NO FOREWARNING,

" TO BE SURE, EVERY NEWSPAPER AND MAGAZINE IS NOW SPECULATING

A FACT IN OUR FAVOR INDICATING NONINVOLYEMENT OF EMBASSY AND USG..

THAT THE GOLPE MAY COME SHORTLY,
RUT THAT IS5 ONLY HFARSAY. THE FACT THAT I WOULD BE QUT OF
THFP COUNTRY WHEN THE BLOW ACTUALLY FALLS WOULD HE, I BELIEVE,

HENCE, I INTEND TO DEPART ON SCHEDULE, I AM, HOWEVER, CHANGING
MY PLANS AND WILL FLY FROM MIAMI TO WASHINGTON, I SHOULD
ARRJVE THERE SY NQGON MAR 19, AND wILL BE AVAILABLE FOR CON~
SULLATIONS THAT AFTERNQOON AND THE MORNING OF THE 2BTh IF YQU

- 80 DESIRE AND LONGER IF NECESSARY,

HilL

'NUTE 8Y GC)T‘ BUENOS AIRES 1751 #PARA 3, AS RECEIVED, CORRECTTON
T T0 FOLLOMW, '

N ]
INCLASSIFED

It e UL GO rrr worad TP T2 7 s fmr e AP oy rh o s e ? & G2,




