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Doar Ceneral Rodenheusers

1 ywefer to your letter of July 2%, 1961, subject,
*pponch Underground Tests”.

The Depaxtwent ie clearly avave of the desirsbilily
of wonitoriag these Resis for the purpases deperibed 1o
your letter, 1t is wecesssry, nevertisless, to welgh
cavefully che miicipated rectmical gaine against yosgible
cisks lavolved. Feeliminary cusningeton by the Departnent
fndicates thaii

4. Hali, with a goveroment eomewhat orieated toward
ehe Soviet Bloc and now wtilizing the secviees of
a nuwber of Bloe technlolans, would appear to be

. totally vnsulteble for the cperation. Hot ealy
1s it wnlikely that the Govemment of ¥ali would
gpprove the projeat {and the praj '-»t:- canld not be

1g & virtusl certsinty that the Fremoh would be
ausye of the operacica.

2. WBiger, wille prapenting less chance of disgoveny
by Bloc perveonuel, 18 keavily depondent on Frennh
ceohnlelons without whose wnwvisdge & project of
thie soxt could not be el fecred, Fortheoaors,

Higer is committed to & policy of & “ouclear~ives”
Africe end iv s wnlikely thet the leaders of

Ha}. Gen. J. ¥. Rodenhouser, UBAR,
Chief, &Y Tectmical sppiiesticos Cenber,
508 /opevacions,
Department of the Alr Forea,
wWaghington 35, B. C.
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in elvher Mali or Bigey to Jleud fosels &8 -w
for the groject, .

. Litya, slterns tively appesre oo offer tortein
yosaibiiteiey for sultably cevvying ont he projent,
Mapping serveys are now being couducted by the '
Corpe of Tugiuesre in the Fhai~GeblaGludamen nyen,
vhiere aloe & ambher of privave 9.8, oil eompanten
are prospecting fox petroleus, Elther or hotk st
thete may presaut spportunitiay for Sesuge ‘
wonitoring of the Freuoh testy, and 1z 1w Bupgestad
that you explove them ta dotermine whother

Mosnwhile, the Bepacoment ig Stiexpiing to weigh the
farelgn polley impiseations of thy proposel, and cus Arbag g
dor iw Libya heg been Fequested to comaRnt prompely on the

Afriea in partienlar, and eeing “uneonadtred” watfons fn
Beowval, would be Grunged, a3d wo would be placed af 2
psyn&aizfimz dlosdvantage in furyre deererment snd testw
bam talke,

Thos. wile the Bipartwent 1x villing to explove eveyy
soagibilicy for Roegumadaring the detestien Ceams, £inal
desinion mune swalt the resulis of fuvthey stedy. CGleeriy,
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& malox factoy fo this decision will ba the estent 0 whioh

the risks can be aininired by the developmunt of & Asgwe
covey plan.

He will keep you inSorwed on auy fuwptkar developmenty
eoncerning this subjsel.

Sinadrely youRs,

Howert Fames
dating

Clearances!?

AFN - Mr. H%Eguafl; <§;"’ ‘b,“"‘# )W
AFW - Mr. Ferguson ( |' )

AF - Mr. MacKnight ( oy
T0/UNP « Mr. Jones ( __
INR ~ Mx, McAfee ‘.

G « Mr. Newman '

D - Mr. Plckering ‘L )y
EUR - My, Davis C "

cc: Asst. Sec Def., Int. Sec. Affairs (DOD/ISA)

General Counsel, Dept. of the ALy Force (SAFGC)
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