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SUBJECT: Request from Don Fraser for MemGon on

President Ford Meeting with President Suha.rtcl-_.{=

Congressman Fraser‘could have a mischievous effect on our relations
with Indonesia, Attached is the memorandum of conversation in which

an understanding attitude by the U.S. 1 have clipped the relevant portions
of the cable, They indicate that Ford and Kissinger were given some

State evidently has told Fraser in vVery general terms of the contents of
this conversation, He now wants the document as part of his continuing
inquiry into the Timor situation. There is liftle doubt that if he gets
hold of it, this will become a public issue, which in turn could precipi-
tate the following adverse consequences: T

~SECRETISENSITIVE
= ooy oL NOITIVE

NODIS ATTACHMENT - XGDS

i

3

—\:t-_v-wm{?'ﬁ’-ﬂ"v Rk R ] T - A T e T e ?—Tﬂ-;«x\- ETT ST IR . TR O oA




(T

i Saiong, oo

SECRET/SENSITIVE
NODIS ATTACHMENT 2

-~ Indonesian authorities would view this with perplexity and
incomprehension -- a gratuitous move which can only fuel Congres-
sional preoccupation with what they consider (with justice) as
unwarranted interference in their affairs,

State is currently attempting to formulate a response to Fraser's
request, They are contemplating a letter which would paraphrase
the substantive exchange on Timor in hopes of deflecting Fraser's
request for the document,
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This strikes me as a feckless and silly response. The document is_
privileged. Its release would harm our foreign relations. I see no
reason why Executive Privilege could not be invoked in such a case,
If Fraser's request can be turned off through persuasion, so much . -
the better. But I see no reason to compromise a confidential exchange
to achieve that, It probably won't work, andLI frankly see no reason to
bend over backwards to accommodate Fraser, who has not been notably
helpful to the Administration, |~~ T aquc wH ety iy Mine has sad
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RECOMMENDATION:

That you or David call Bob Lipshutz to inform him of this request, and
to explore the possibilities and problems involved in invoking Executive
Privilege to protect it. (I will endeavoxr to see that State does nothing
about this request without our concurrence. )

Approve «'/ Disapprove
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