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SUBJECT ¢ ESTIAATE OF INDONESIAN MILITARY CAPABILITIES
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i APPRECIATE OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT ON REFTEL WHICH I PRESUNE ¥AS
SENT MERE WITH EMBASSY CLEARANCE., -MO3T USEFUL CONIRIBUTION FROW
ERE WOULD BE T0 FLAG PROBLEMS AN INDONESIAN EXPERITIONARY FORCE
JOULD ENCOUNTER IN a ®YORST-CASE™ SITUATION Q¥ THE GRDUND , I.E,

IF THE 4,090 PCRTUGUESE ARD TIMCRESE TROOPS AMD THE IMDIGENOUS
POPALATION REFUSED TO SURRENDER IMMEDIAIELY, EYEN IF THE PORT-
UBUESE DID LAY DOWN THEIR ARMS, MANY OF THESE PROBLENMS YWOULD
REMAIN. 1IN EITHER CASE, I THINK A STRONG ARGUMERT CAN BE WADK

FOR THE APPLICABILITY OF MPHY'S LAW.
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2, PORTUGUESE TIMOR I35 NOT WEST IRIAN¥, . IT I5 TRISAL AND PRIMITIVE,
ByT THE TRIBES HAVE BEEN PLUGGED "INTO THE PCRTUGUESE ADMINISTRATIVE
STRUCTURE FOR CENTURIES. THE TRADITIONAL CHIEFS HAVE THEIR OWl
ARMED FORCES AND ARE RELIGIOUSLY.LOYAL 70 PORTUGAL. THEY DO MNOY
SPEAX INDOMNESIAN, TEND TO CORRELATE THE THREAT FROY INDOHESIA WITH
BYTTER MEMORIES (F THE JAPARESE OCCUPATION, AMD ARE UNLIRELY TO PRO-
- YIDE GUIDES OR LOCAL INTELLIGENCE. THE PORTUGUESE DID NOT PRACTICE
APARTHEIT AND INTER-RACIAL RELATIONS ARE EXCELLENT. THERE 1S ¥O
POTENTIAL RESERVOIR OF SYMPATHY FOR IMDOWESIAN OVERLORDSHIP AMOCNG
THE TIMNORESE SLITE QR THE POPULATION AT LAAGE, o

3. WITHOUT LOCAL INTELLIGENCE AMD A 3YMPATHETIC POPULATION, COADUCT-
ING WILITARY OPERATIONS IN PORTUGUESE TIM(R WOULD .SEVERLY TAX THE
CAPABILITIES OF THE BEST ARMED FORDES IN THE WORLD. THE MOUNTAINOUS
TEARAIN IS EXTREMELY RUGGED AND THERE ARE N0 FOOD AND WaATER RESCURCES.
THERE ARE ALSO N0 ¥ALID MAPS. IN TIMOR WE POUSD THAT EVE® THE BEST
uSG MAPS {AMS SERIES 154t JOG? PROVIDED INSUFFICIENT TERRAIN alD
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