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SUBJECT ¢ ESTIAATE OF INDONESIAN MILITARY CAPABILITIES
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i APPRECIATE OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT ON REFTEL WHICH I PRESUNE ¥AS
SENT MERE WITH EMBASSY CLEARANCE., -MO3T USEFUL CONIRIBUTION FROW
ERE WOULD BE T0 FLAG PROBLEMS AN INDONESIAN EXPERITIONARY FORCE
JOULD ENCOUNTER IN a ®YORST-CASE™ SITUATION Q¥ THE GRDUND , I.E,

IF THE 4,090 PCRTUGUESE ARD TIMCRESE TROOPS AMD THE IMDIGENOUS
POPALATION REFUSED TO SURRENDER IMMEDIAIELY, EYEN IF THE PORT-
UBUESE DID LAY DOWN THEIR ARMS, MANY OF THESE PROBLENMS YWOULD
REMAIN. 1IN EITHER CASE, I THINK A STRONG ARGUMERT CAN BE WADK

FOR THE APPLICABILITY OF MPHY'S LAW.

.

Tty s PRI

- .
nde?

2, PORTUGUESE TIMOR I35 NOT WEST IRIAN¥, . IT I5 TRISAL AND PRIMITIVE,
ByT THE TRIBES HAVE BEEN PLUGGED "INTO THE PCRTUGUESE ADMINISTRATIVE
STRUCTURE FOR CENTURIES. THE TRADITIONAL CHIEFS HAVE THEIR OWl
ARMED FORCES AND ARE RELIGIOUSLY.LOYAL 70 PORTUGAL. THEY DO MNOY
SPEAX INDOMNESIAN, TEND TO CORRELATE THE THREAT FROY INDOHESIA WITH
BYTTER MEMORIES (F THE JAPARESE OCCUPATION, AMD ARE UNLIRELY TO PRO-
- YIDE GUIDES OR LOCAL INTELLIGENCE. THE PORTUGUESE DID NOT PRACTICE
APARTHEIT AND INTER-RACIAL RELATIONS ARE EXCELLENT. THERE 1S ¥O
POTENTIAL RESERVOIR OF SYMPATHY FOR IMDOWESIAN OVERLORDSHIP AMOCNG
THE TIMNORESE SLITE QR THE POPULATION AT LAAGE, o

3. WITHOUT LOCAL INTELLIGENCE AMD A 3YMPATHETIC POPULATION, COADUCT-
ING WILITARY OPERATIONS IN PORTUGUESE TIM(R WOULD .SEVERLY TAX THE
CAPABILITIES OF THE BEST ARMED FORDES IN THE WORLD. THE MOUNTAINOUS
TEARAIN IS EXTREMELY RUGGED AND THERE ARE N0 FOOD AND WaATER RESCURCES.
THERE ARE ALSO N0 ¥ALID MAPS. IN TIMOR WE POUSD THAT EVE® THE BEST
uSG MAPS {AMS SERIES 154t JOG? PROVIDED INSUFFICIENT TERRAIN alD
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VEGETATIONN DATa ., IMF ) “"ﬂ SE ROAR AND STREAMEED aLIGNMENT , add
SHETOHY RESY h“ﬁ FORESHIRE Emﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁilﬂﬁu AIRDROPS WOULD EE DIFFIOWM.T .
I THE MOupfaiys ﬁEﬁ&JDE OF WEATHER COMDITIONS AND L2CH OF o
NAY IGAT IONAL ATDS, IF THE IRCONESTAUS FLAN ARY AERIM. OPERATIONS ;'
THE'YY WOULD 55 YELL~ABVISED TO PRE-POBITION RAD I0 pEAGGNS aNp i.}.,;.. b
IFR-QUEALIFIED PILOTS, |

4, THE ZUB=-5ThiDaRd ROADS IN THE PROVIPCE WILL SERIOUSLY HINDER
MDBILITY. EVEY wiTHIN A 5@=-XILOMETER RADIUS OF DILI, WE AVERAGID
DELY 1813 KPH IN A FOUR-WHEEL ~DRIVE Uf?EﬁLu DN IRIPE TO LInYUISsa,
REMEXIO adp ?%an%a THIS WOULD PARAL YSE Aﬁ” PROJECTED
GROUND ASSallLT FROM [¥DONESIAN TERRE?DnY, CCESS ROADS
FROM wHISH ARE %D BETTER THAN MOUNTAIN T?ﬁmLSﬂ MOREOVER , THE LACK
OF POADS AND PRIMITIVE AGRICULTURE MAKE IT (MPOSSIBLE FOR ANYONE
AT TRIBAL IWBARITANTS TO "LIVE OFF THI L.hJa" THE OBFLY SIBRIFICANT |
AGRICILTURAL AYEAS ARE ALONG THE SOUTH COAST, LINKED 10 THE TOWHE BY
© ASTIQUATED OXINESE TRUCKS AND ROADRS THAT GOJ!D TASTLY BE CUT, 1Y

THE DRY SEASOH, WwATER I8 NOT GENERALLY AVAILABLE, THE
INDONESIANS 2HOULD BE PREPARZD TO SUPPLY EVERYTHIRG THEIN
EXPED ITIONARY FCROES WILL REQUIRE, ZNCLUDI&G DRINKING WATERS

50 WITH SUPERILR FLA&&fMG AND PREPARATION, DILI COULD B TAKEN BY
A CAPABLE MIL ({ApRY FORSE, BUT WOULD BE DIF IPULT 10 HOLD WITHOUT

A MASSIVE EXTERIRAL :ﬁ?P‘Y EFFERT. IT SE WS UNLIRELY THAT

THE INDONEZIANY COULD MAXE NECESSARY PREPARATIONS WITHOUT TIPPING
THEIR HAND TO THE °CEIUChESE YHO HAUE ALREADY PENEZTIRATEDR THE RUMP
PAPCDETI® CRaANIZATION IN AXEQMhSTAN IMOR , AND ®maY ALSO HAVE 24
MILTTARY ITUTELLICENCE CFLL IN XAPANG, WITH A AINIMUM OF DEIFEREIVE
PREPARATIONS AND A FEW DAYS bARﬁT“G I BESLIEVE THE PORTUGUEIE COULD
BOTTLE UP THE INDONESIAUS 1IN DIL ITHGUT EXPEND I8G %¥LCH BLOOD

R ORD MANSE, :

B, THERE aRE: TwQ anGJFE“T EOLANDING BEACQHES 8£aR DILl. ONE I3
CALLED “WHITE SANDS BEALHT, LDEQI&D of THE dL:T SIDE OF POATA FaTd
cima AT YA 3837 iFE DTHER I8 TEN L[ﬁb?mﬂs WEST OF DILI, AT

{2 "’3*; NORTH GF THE VILLAGE OF Tiﬁﬁqo "YHITE 5ANDS BEACHT

HaS M4 S0 ﬁ“??~JEETRUFT D9 AND EXIENSIVa ?Gﬁhuhbﬁh aHAiLDH?: THE

EGQD ‘1 n -s--j

E Eﬁﬁﬂ*u BY

;...s

li_i} [ s o

TIEAR BEADH I35 FERFECT FOR AW QMQHEBEDU ASSAULT , BT
?WANLLQR Sadh., 10w CUSP AND LIGHT BERV. CJE¥E?a iT
EASILY DEFENDE ﬁ LIﬂESWDNE HILLS HND L!Hﬁ TYHITE SaNDS BEACHT {OULD
SE ISOLATED FRoM DILI BY CUTTING I%* CUASTAL H0AD WHERE THE LATIER

WINDS ARIUND- QTETP BROMONTORIES 4T THE waTER'S LDGE, édE'QELE AL =
iR P I PIRT /GRAVEL IN POOR CONDITION AND COULD & i
FEy SRENADEZ, DALI T w?“ﬂﬁ I8 STREWH WiTH CORAL HEE?G ﬁ%S-GET?'“

LaRunm ‘:‘n‘??ﬂ CuTO THE DOCK REQUIRES A SKILLED FILUT wWItH Lodal
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7, DIL-F ITSELF IS RINGED WITH L Oy MOUNTAINS aAND THE OHLY RQaDS. LEAD -
ING CUY OF TOwN CCULD BE BLOWYN WITH LIGHT CHARGES. THUS iF THE

- PORTUGUESE DECIDE NOT TO SURRENGDER , THEY CAN BLOW THE POWER 4TATIOY
AND WATERWORX®S IN DILZ, £UT ALL ROADS, CRATHER THE AIRSIRIP, AND TaKE
SANCTUARY IN THE HILLS BEHIRD DILi. FROM THERE, THE PORTUGUESE

COULD MAINTAIN CONTACT 9WITH VARYIOUS DISTRICT {(CONCELHOCI TOWNS BY 3SB
RaD10, HAHASS DILI WITH WORTERS AND SaPPER TEANS , PERHAPS 3TIR WP
TROUBLE BY THE (20p HISH SCHOCOL STUDENTIS I# DILI, AND WAIT FOR THE
INDONESIAN SUPPLY SYSTEM TO COLLAPSE. MEARYHILE A BROADER =BASED
OPPNSITION FORCE COULD BE OHGANIZED AND ARMED IN THE CONCELHOS FOR

‘A LONG=TERM CAYPAIGHE, :

S. A3 TCO THE IMDONESIAN SUPPLY SYSTEM , THE- NAYAL ASSETS LISTIED
REFTEL SEEM SOMEWHAT QUESTIONABLE , RELIABLE LGCAL SCURCE 10D ICATES
THAT IN A CRUNCH THE INDGHNESIANS COULD POSSIELY GET FOUR US=-
FURNISHED DE®S, FOUR (R FIVE LST°5, AND A SCATTERING OF SMALL CRAFT
QUT 10 PORTUGURESE TIMCOR., THE SOVIET~FURNISHED VESSELS , HOWEVER,
ARE ALL QUESTIOMNABLE AND THE SUBMARINE IS XOT RALIEVED TO BE
DPERATIONAL. THE LOGISTICS AND MAINTEMANCE SYSTENMS IN THE RAVY ARE
PRIMITIVE , AND THERE WIGHT BE NUMEROUS UEREPARABLE BREAX-~DOWNS ON

2 P o
LY ST S S e s
3 = St Ty Ean Tox

ROUTE. g

. B
9, IT SEEMS TO ME THAT LOGISTICS AND MAINTENANCE WOULD BE THE KEYS gl
TO A SUCCESSFUL OPERATION AGAINST PORTUGUESE TIMOR, AND THESE HAVE o
¥OT SEEN INDONESIAN STRONG=POINTS IN THE PaST, o
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