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DECAPTIONED

EXDIS

E.O0. 11652: GDS
TAGS: PFOR, ID
SUBJECT: SITUATION IN EAST TIMOR

1. SUMMARY: ACCORDING SENIOR INDONESIAN GENERAL, GO CURRENTLY
ARRANGING SELECTION EAST TIMOR ASSEMBLY AS PRELUDE TO PETITION
FOR INCORPORATION INTO INDONESIA. CONTACT HAS BEEN OPENED
BETWEEN .PGET AND PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT POSSIBLY LEADING TO
. RELEASE 23 PORTUGUESE MILITARY. GOI LEAVING TO PGET QUESTION
_OF INVITATION TO UN. END SUMMARY.

2. IN CONVERSATION WITH ME MAY 12| B6

[BUTLINED IN STRICT CONFIDENCE
CURRENT EFFORTS CHOOSE ASSEMBLY AND WORK OUT POLITICAL AND
INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS.

3. CURRENT INDONESIAN EFFORTS LARGELY DIRECTED TO SELECTION
OF PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY WHICH HOPEFULLY BY END MAY WILL BE
IN POSITION PETITION FOR INCORPORATION INTO INDONESIA.
EXPLAINED THAT ASSEMBLY WOULD BE COMPLSED OF B6
REPRESENTATIVES FROM 13 COUNTIES (KABUPATENS). IN EIGHT
OF THE COUNTIES CHOICES ARE BEING MADE BY ASSEMBLY OF
PEOPLE AND DELEGATES WILL PROBABLY INCLUDE LOCAL RAJA

PLUS TWO OR THREE OTHERS. IN THESE COUNTIES[ _ |FEELS B6
PGET CAN APPROPRIATELY CLAIM AT LEAST 50 PERCENT SUPPORT OF
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POPULATION. FOUR COUNTIES IN INTERIOR REPRESENT THOSE
FROM WHICH PORTUGUESE RECRUITED SOLDIERS AND BOTH

BY GEOGRAPHY AND INCLINATION REMAIN FRETELIN STRONGHOLDS.
BECAUSE POPULATION CONSISTS TO LARGE EXTENT OF RELATIVES
OF SOLDIERS WHO FORMER BACKBONE OF FRETELIN, SELECTICON
PROCESS IN THESE COUNTIES CANNOT BE NORMAL. GOI WILL IN
EFFECT NEED TO CHOOSE FROM OUTSIDE REPRESENTATIVES THESE
FOUR COUNTIES. THIRTEENTH COUNTY BETWEEN DILI AND INDONESIAN
BORDER HAS BEEN ISOLATED IN HOPES FRETELIN FORCES WOULD
DRIFT TOWARD AREA IN WHICH SOME FORM OF NEGOTIATION WITH
THEM MIGHT BE POSSIBLE. THEREFORE, REPRESETATIVES THIS
COUNTY WILL ALSO IN FACT BE CHOSED FROM OUTSIDE.

4.[;:;;:;;;ADMITTED THAT PROCESS WAS NOT PERFECT BUT SAID
THA W OF EXTREMELY LOW LEVEL OF EDUCATION AND
CONTINUED HOSTILITY IN INTERIOR, INDONESIA HAD NO CHOICE
BUT TO STAGE MANAGE TO SOME EXTENT.

5. WHILE THIS PROCESS GOING ONJ ISAID PGET ALSO
BEING ENCOURAGED IMPROVE INTERN IMAGE. THEY WILL
SHORTLY OPEN OFFICE IN JAKARTA AND WILL TRY TO KEEP
PERSONNEL AT UN. |

| [HAS INSISTED THAT INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS AND DECISIONS RELATED THERETO APPEAR AT LEAST

TO COME FROM PGET. INDONESIA, FOR EXAMPLE, HAS NOT HAD

ANY FORMAL COMMUNICATION WITH UN SECREATRY GENERAL OR

WITH COMMITTEE OF 24 ON POSSIBLE VISITS TO TIMOR. ANY

SUCH COMMUNICATIONS SHOULD COME FROM PGET BUT THEY ARE

NOT YET READY TO DO SO. POSSIBLE VISIT BY WINSPEARE
GUICCIARDI, UN SYG GREPRESENTATIVE, HAS BEEN DISCUSSED BUT
HE' FOR MOMENT IS PUTTING EMPHASIS ON ATTENDING ROUNDTABLE
MEETING OUTSIDE OF TIMOR AND INDONESIA WITH ALL ELEMENTS

IN PICTURE. SAID INDONESIA WOULD SUPPORT THIS
EFFORT BUT NOT PREDICT HOW MUCH SUCCESS GUICCIARDI
WOULD HAVE.

G.I PGET HAS ALSO MADE SOME PROGRESS
IN RELATIO TUGUESE. EMPHASIZED THAT
THIS WAS EXTREMELY SENSITIVE D THAT HE HAD NOT TOLD
ANYONE ELSE OUTSIDE OF GOI.)
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