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24 July 1945 JAPANESE PEACE FEELER

"Japanese Foreign Offlce to explore the possi-

Ten days ago Sato, who was Japanese
Ambgssedor at Moscow, began sending messages
to Tokyo in response to direction from the

bilities of using the Russlans as intermedlaries
for peace. Sato's responsa was in effect that
such an sttempt would be qulte nasive, that
Russis wes in & position vis-a-vis England and
the United States vwhere she could not afford -
anything even to imply a separation of viewpoint
or objective. Togo, the Japanese Forelgn
Minister, kept returning to the polnt and
insisting that Sato tell Molotov of the
Japanese deslre to send Prince Konoye as a
speclal envoy. 3Ssto asked to see Molotov but .
was put off with Lusofsky, who was non-commital.
He finally did see Molotov vwho was equally
non~-commital and sald that all Russia could do
would be to listen to any messsge which Japen
wished %o send.

Finally, on the first of July, Sato sent
s long message outlining what he concelved to
be Japsn's positlon, whiech was iIn brief that
she wes now entlrely alone and friendless and
could look for succor from no one, that she was
belng exposed to continuous sttack vhich might
result in her practical extinction as s nation.
He strongly advised sccepting any terms, including
unconditional surrender, on the basls that this
wes the only way of presérving the entity of
the Emperor and the 3tate ltself.

He finelly concluded by implylng that he
realized what he vas saying might not be welcomed
by the Govermment at home but that hls consclence
still forced him to send the message.

The response to his message was that the
Cabinet in council had welghed all the con-
gsiderations which he had raised asnd that thelr
final judgment and decision wes that the war must
be fought with all the vigor and bitterness of
vhich the nation was cepable so long as the only
slternstive was the unconditionsl surrender.
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