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1338D MEETING

MINGEES
SECRETARY'S STAFF COMMITYER
SATURDAY MORNING, JULY 7, 1945

AT 9315 A.M., IN THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE

sresents The Acting Secretary, Hr. Grew {(presiding)
Messrs. Acheson
Dunn
Haakworth
General Holmss
Messrs. Maclelgh
Pagyvolaky
Roekefeller
Thorp (for Mr., Clayton)
Benninghoff
Lewls
Yost

Absent: The Seeretary
Mr. Clayton

The Committes met at 9:1% a.m.
URGENT BUBINESSE
Lerms of Japspess SJurrender

MR, MacLEISH discussed a memorandum whileh he had
submitted to the Secretary on July 6, setting forth
his point of view regarding the proposed gtatement W
clarlify the meaning of unconditlonal surrender as it
applies to Japan.
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THE ACTING SECRETARY explained that the proposed
Joint statement was one which he had been charged by
the President to work out with the Secretaries of War
and the Navy. The statement (in the form of a
proclamation by the Unilted States, Great Britain, China
and possibly the Soviet Union) had been eompleted on
July 6 in time for the Seecretary to take with him to
Berlin. He sald it nhad been approved by
Secretaries Stlmson and Forrestal, Admiral King, and
probably General Marshall. THE ACTING SECRETARY then
read to the Committee the draft statement.

THE COMMITTEE disecussed the arguments for and

9 against the lssuance of guch a statement, partiocularly
those relating to the guestion whether this Government
should be placed in a position of supporting the
retention of the institution of the Emperor.
THE ACTING SECEETARY reviewed his arguements in favor
of such a statement, including his bellef that it is
absolutely impossible to abolish the institutiony that
it 1s the military element and not the Emperor which
has been responsible for the wary and that what is
most lmportant is to eliminate the mllitary machine
and the blg induatrial families of Japan. He
emphasgized again that such a statement could in no
way be interpreted to be a modification of the terms
of unconditional surrender.

. ¥R. HacLBISH referred again to his feeling that
: the institution of the Emperor was an implement which
’ the militery machine had found useful in controlling
the Japanese people. MR, ACHESON gaid he could not.
understand why, if the Emperor had no importance in
Japanege war-making capaclty, the military element
in Japan should be g0 insistent on retaining the
‘Emperor. He sald there must be aome reason why the -
people now in control consider the ilnstitution to be
vital to thew. “

M. PASVOLSKY ralsed the guestlon how large.anm ™ -
army would be needed to dontrol the Japanese people * . 7. -
if the throne were abolished, ¥R, MecIEISH polnted. ', . ' -
out that theé politleal institutions of Germany had been : .

e avoltished—and we-wers propoging-to-eontrel the.situstion . .
there, IR, DUNN asked whéthérlitgﬁksﬂﬂ?éeﬁsa:yftg~gé L




payond a statement that the Japanese would be
pormitted to form a govermmen® whleh would be peaceful.
¥R, HACKWOHTH ashked why the statement could not merely
say (1) that we propose to get rid of the military
control of Japan, and (2) we will glve the Japanese
people the opportunity to develop a govermment of
thelr own choosing. THE ACTING SECRETARY agked

Mr. Hackworth to write out thisz suggested formula

and to present 1t at the next meetink of the Commitiee.
He suggested also that M. Dunn might beay in mind
the Committee's discussion when he goes to the forth=
coming Berlin mesting. }

MR. ACHESON zaid he hopsd there was nothing in
the record of this Commltiee to. indicate that the
Committee had approved the proposed statement.

THE ACTING SECRETARY sald there was not, and that

the Committee was not involved or responslble in any
way for the statement whieh had been submitted to the
Secretary on July 6.

Gall of the French Ambasassdor on the Pragident -

THE ACTING SECRETARY reported that the French
Ambassador had seen the President on July 6 to thank
him on behalf of de Gaulle for the President's
Cdnvitation te vislt Washington and for hls messsge
to de Gaunlle regarding the coal problem. The imbassador
asked that nothing be erystallized at the fortheoming
Big Three meeting whilch would affect France until the
French (overmment could be given a hearing. He said
the French Government 1ls most anxious that France be
inaluded in any committees which are set up to
lmplement actlons of concern to Franee such ag
reparations.

Gall of the Italien Ambassador -

THE ACTING SLECRETARY reported that the Italian
Ambassador had c¢alled on him on July 6 and had handed
him a memorandum for the President regarding Italy's
vital needs and aspirations. He also inguired sbout
the status of the proposed Italian declaratlon of war

onfﬁapan:“"Mﬁ?“ﬁﬂmN“ﬁﬁﬁértﬁuk“to”iaakﬁinﬁe“%his—ma%ber.' ‘

Interpment




s
-—
o
.

Internment of Japanese Officials at Bedford Spri ng g

wiv. ACHEBON presented a memorandunm preparad by

wr. Clattenburg of SWP reporting on a discussion wiﬁh
two Pénnsylvania Congressmen regarding the proposed
intermment at Bedford Springs, RannsVIVdni&, of
approximately 180 Japanese offlcials captured in
Germany. The Congressmen reported that publile
opinion in thelr distriects were greatly aroused over
this proposed action. Hass meetlngs had been held
and great indignation expressed. The memorandun
reconmended that the Department proceed with the
vroposed action but take certaln steps to inform the .
publie of the reasons for 1%, including conversdations

. with union leaders. GEHERAL HOLMES pointed outb that
the hotel where 1t was planned to 1ngarn the. ﬁfficials
nad not been open to the public recentlyy a conbract.
had been made for its use and considerable monsy. ﬁyant S
in preparing ity and it was algo convenient o ‘
Washington, & factor whieh was important in visw of
the plans to interrogate the Jag&nase effielala. :

THE COMMITTEE agreed the Department ahsuld graaeadthgi-
with the internment as planned and showld take nessures . -
recommended by Mr. Clattenburg to inform publid¢ oplaion.
in the region.. THE ACTING SECHETARY agked General’)
to have a statement srepared for his use in the éven
he is questianed regarding the matter. T

. aelagatign wg lnagauratgéﬂ of éHa"

° M hQGKEPBLLLE aaiﬁ the f@tthoumil T Hul
, . of the new Pregident of Yeru wag & very iup ;tant

ks _ occasion and thab. iﬁ\waa inportant - that pod  Auerican
CL dalegatimn ve. selected, THE COMMITIRE :py

Wr. Rockefellen's: suggesﬁion thaﬁ_kttf{f'

be Invited to hpad ‘the delegablion and’
Senatoy Pepper.be. invited to hg!
Senatbr Cannally approva . IHE
¢&.ﬁ@ms et '




Avgentine Sibtustion

Mit. ROCKEFELLER Informed the Committee of recent
devalopments in the Argenting situabtlon, ineluding a
veport from Ambassador Braden thatb Vice rresident Perdn
nad given assurances of complete protection for
imerican newspaper correspondents. He sald elections
had besn announced for November and although thils
announcensnt must be taken with a graln of galt, it
was & step in the right directlon.

6. ROCKEFELLER also ralsed the question of the
suppresaion of Yazi activities 1n Argentina and sald
conslderation would have to be given to sendlog A
nisslon {composed of representatives of Mr. Clayton's
office) not only to Argenting but also to Colombla,
parsguay, and Uruguly in order to advise on the
necessary measures to carry out control of Hazl firms.
Ha pointed out that. unless such actlon is taken with
regpect to the other three countries thils Covernment
will we in a vulnerable position in dealing with Mazi
activitles in Argentlna,

WA, HOCKEFELLER said he'was preparing & memor andumn
on the whole situsation.

The Committee adjourned at 10:13% a.m.

liegorded by
J. H. Lewis



