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The President/Mr. Kissinger
8:18 p.m., April 27, 1971

P: I had a couple of thoughts on this. One with regard to the Bruce
thing which seems to me may pose to them a difficult problem
pbecause of him being directly involved in the Vietnam negotiations,
Secondly, let me think of whether there is something else -~ how

about Nelson?

K ‘No.
P: . Can't do it, huh?
K: Mr. President, he wouldn't be dis‘ciplined enough, although he is

a possibility.

- P It would engulf him in 2 big deal aind he is outside of the Gévernmen{:,
you see. ‘ ) )
K: Let me- think a‘.béut it ,' 1 might be ..exble to. hold him in .che ck..
P it is inlﬁri.guing, don't you think? . o .
LK  ft is intriguing.
P How e;.bout Bu_sh?
Ke' " Absolutely not, he 'is too soft and not sophisticatt;d enough. B
P I thox)ight of that myself. | -’
K: | 1 thought a.b{out Richardson bﬁt he _wculdx;’t be the right thing.
P: h He is still too- close to us and [I don't think it would set well with

Rogers]. Nelson -~ the Chinese would consider him important and
he would be -~ could do 2 1ot for us in terms of the domaestic situation
No, Nelson is a wild hair running around. ' : :

K: 1 think for one operation 1 could keep him under control. To them a
Rockafeller is a tremendous thing.

P: Sure: Well, keep it in the back of your head.
K: _ Bush would be too weak .
P: 1 thought so too Lut.I was trying to think of somebody with a title.
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X K Nelson has pos sibilities.
P A possibility, yeah. Of course, that would drive State up the wall,
) K He would take someone from State along but he despises them so much
he will take our direction and 1 wpuld send someone from our staff to
"go along.
- P: Sez:ld Haig, Really, he's really tough.
K: And he knows Haig.
P Hentry, it wouldn't have happened if you hadn't stuck to your guns.

We played a game and we got a little break. It was done skillfully
and now we will wait a couple of weeks. . .

K: We have done it now, we have got it all hooked together; Berlin is

hooked to SALT. Nelson might be able-to do it, particularly if T.
~ sent Haig. ' v ) :

P Oh, we would have to have Haig; and a State guy but not that Green
guy. ”

K: ~ Oh, Green could go., On foreign policy, Nelson would take my advice.

: He would be a sp‘ecial envoy in a sense. . -
K: Actually, Mr. President, that's a very original idea and he's 'tough.
P: Particularly if you get him.in right at the mountain top and say look,

it will make or break you, boy.

1K Oh, he would do it and I could tell bim on this one. On the long
operation he would be bard to control but on this one he would be good.
"~ P 1f Dewey were alive, he could do it.
K: -Ne,]_.s"on would be betler.
P But Dewey isn't alive.
. K If you can hold on a minute, I can got you -« I have the oral note that

{he Pakistans sent me. ‘Here it is <~ the Pakistan note to Yahya which
- Yahya-passed.onto the Chinese thut asked bim (read portion of note --
In reply to questions irom me, Mr. Kisginger sald socieaeeovres S
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They opened that up on Taiwan.

On this ambiguous formulations could make that clear in the exchange
and announcements, '

Their reply is can not come over and talk about Taiwan. There is

no limit to that because there is no, meeting,

»

The difference between them and the Russians is that if your dropﬂ

some loose change, when you go to pick it up the Russians will step
on your fingers and the Chinese won't. I have reviewed all the
communications with them and it has been on a high leve.

Yeah, they have.

- The Russians squeeze us on every:_bloody rnove and it has just been

stupid. They cannot trick us out of Taiwan s they have to have a
fundamental understanding.

Put Neison in the back of your head. What did Haig think about this?

He thinks it is a great diplomatic 1:110\;.3 and if we play it cooly and
toughly as we have until now, we can settle everything,

h

He said that.

Mr, President, I have not said this before but I think if we get this
thing working, we will end Vietnem this year. The mare fact of
these contacts makes that, ’

Another thing, of course, our little problem of time., In terms of
wanting to announce -~ ' .

We ougl{t to be able to announce it by the first week in June anyway,

We would have to if we are going to be there in June, Is SALT going
to turn them off?

-

No, ‘NO,

Partienlarly, if we-are going to drag our {ect with the Russians on

—a iy

f:_hc Summit, They are fiddling around with it; well, lat them fiddla,

~Theywon't Wiove fast becauss of tho protests in this ‘Country., A rnorec

sophisticated analvsis of the report was marae. by Chou en Laj.
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