Key Judgments (zrom octevex 2002 NIE) I

Iraq’s Continuing Programs for Weapons of
Mass Destruction

We judge that Irag has continued its weapous of may destruction (WMD) programs in
deflance of UN resolutions and restrictions. Baghdad has chemical and biological weapons
as well a5 missites with ranges In excess of UN reatrietions; if Jeft unchecked, it probably
will bave 2 noclear weapon during this decade. (See JNR alternative view at the end of

these Key Judgmenés.)

We judge that we are seeing only a portion of Iraq’s WMD efforts, owing to Baghdad’s
vigorous denisl and deception efforts. Revelations after the Gulf war starkly demonsirate the
extensive efforts undertaken by Irzq to detry information. We lack specifie information on meny
key 3spzots of frag’s WMD programs.

Since imspections ended in 1998, fraq has maintained its chemiesl wespans effort, energized
its missile pregram, and lnvuted more heavily in biological weapons; in the view of most
agencies, Baghdad is reconstituting Its suclear wespons pmgn_m-

+ lmg's growing ahifity to sell oil illicitly incresses Baghdad's capabilities 1o finance WMD
programs; annus) carpings in eash and goods have more than quadsupied, from $5680 million
in 1998 to about 33 billion this year. .

< Jraq has Jargaty rebuift missile and biolopical weapons facilities damoged during Operation
Desert Fox aud has expanded its chernics] and biologicst infrastraciure wnder the cover of
civilian prodyction.

. Baghdadhas exceeded UN range Himits of 150 kan with mbaﬂuncmasﬂwmd:swmkmg
with unmonged acrial vahicles (UAVs), which allow fora more: Ieteal means to deliver
hiological ang, less likely, chemical warfn:n agents.

s Although we assess that Seddemn does notyerhnve nuclenr waapons or suﬁaent matexial to
make any, he remaing intent on acquiring themn, Most agencies assesy that Baghdsd started
gmns:li’mn;:g;és sugceor pmgmm abopt the time that UNSCOM inspectom deparieda-

- Decamber

How quickly Jrag will obixin its first naclear weapon depsads on when'it acquires
sufficient weapons-grade fissile material. ARon dep

¢ If Baghdad soquires sufficient fiseile mmmal ﬁnm abroad it could make t; nuclesr weapon
within seversl months to a year. o




-

*. Without such material from abroad, Iraq probably weuld not be able to make 'q\_ﬁ?apon unti]
2007 10 2009, owing to inexperience in building and operating centrifuge facilities to produce
highly ensiched wanium and chailenges in procuring the necessary equipment ang expertise.

~ Most agencies believe that Saddam's personal Interest dn sad Irag's agpressiva atlempts
to obtain high-strength aluminum mbes for centrifuge rotorg—as well as Isaq"s avempts
to acquire magnets, high-speed balancing machines, and machine tocls—provide
. campelling evidence that Saddam ig reconstinging a ursaium earichment effort far
Baghdad’s nucisar weapons program. (DOE agrees that yeconstitution of the nuclear
program js underway but assesses that the tubes probably are not part of the progrm.)

~ Iraq’s efforts 10 re-establish and enhance its cadre of weapons pervomme] as well as
activities at several suspect nuclear sites further iudicate vhar reconstitution is wnderway.

~ Al agencies agren thet about 25,000 centifuges based on tubes of the size kraq is tryiug
to acquirs would be capable of producing approximately two weapons” worth of highly
ezriched aranium per year.

¢ Tus much less likely sconarjo, Boghdad contd maks enough fissile matesial for anuclear
weapan by 2005 to 2007 if it obtains suiteble centrifuge tubes this year and has alf the other
materials 2ad techinological expertise necessary to build production-scale uranfom :
enrichiment facilities. : i ) :

We assess that Baghdad has begu renewed production of mustard, sarin, GF (cyclesarin,
and VX; i3 capability probebly is more limired now Gan it was a1 the tine of the Guif war,
sithough VX production and agear storage life probably have been improved.

. Anamyofeiaﬁdesﬁne reporting reveals that Baghdad has procuréed covertly the types and
quantifies of chemicals and equipsnent sufficient so allow limited CW ngent productidn
hidden within Iraq"s kegitimate chemical industey, S

s Although we have Kttfe apeciﬁo information on fmq’s CW stockpdéSaddam probably bas
stocked at leasr 100 metric tons (MT) and posgibly as such 23 560 MT: of CW agents—anuch
of it added in ke Jast year. .

* The Iragis bave exparicnes in manufacturiag CW bombs, mﬁllﬁymckén, sud projectiles.
We nssess that that they poseess CW bulk fifls for SRBM warheods, including for u limited
number of coverty stored Scuds, possibly n few with extendod ranges,

Wejndge that all key aspece—R&D, production, and wasponization—~of Lrag’s offensive
BW program are active and tharmest elements are Invger and moyxe advaiesd than they
were hefors the Gulf war, . _ '

* Wejudge l:ag has some leths] and incapacitsting BW agents and is capable of quickly
pmdncmg_ax! weaponiZIng & variety of such agerits, including anthrax, for deliv )
bombs, missiles, aerial sprayers, and covent operatives. ge receby




~ Chapses ave even that smelipox is part of lrag's offensive BW program.
- Bagbdad probably has developed genetically cngincered AW agents.

. Baghdad has established a large-scale, redundawt, ond conesaled BW agent production
capability.

— Bgghdad hes mobdile faciliries for producing bacterial and toxin BW agants; thego
facilities can evade detection and are highly survivable. Within three to aix months®
these units probably could produce an smount of agent equal to the total thatlraq
produced in the years prior © the Gulf war. :

Iraq maintains a sman mizsile force snd geversl development programs, indeding for a
UAYV probably intended to deliver bjolopicnl warfare agent.

*  Guaps in Iragi aceounting to UNSCOM suggest that Saddam retains a covert force of up toa
few dozen Scud-variant SRBMSs with ranges of 650 to 900 km,

+ Iraq is deploying jts new al-Samond and Ababil-100 SRBMs, which are capable of flying
beyond the UN-suthorized 150-km range Limit; Iraq has tested an el-Samond varians beyon
150 km~~perhaps as far as 300 kom. -

~ » Baghdad’s UAVs could threnten Iraq’s neighbors, US forces in the Persian Gulf, and if
brought cluse to, or into, the United States, the US Homeland.

~ Anlraqi UAV procurement network sttempted to procure commercially availabls route
plaxning saffware and an essocisted topographic dambase that would be able to support
targeting of the United States, aceording to analysis of special intefligance.

~ 'The Director, Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconsaingance, US Afr Foree, doesnot
ogree that Iraq is developing UAVs primarily intendad ta be defivery platforms for
chemioal aud bislogicel warfare (CBW) agents, The small size of Irag's new UAV
strongly suggests a primaty role of reconnaissauce, although CBW delivary j5 an tnheront
capability, T

* Iragis developing medium-range ballistic missile capabilities, largely through foreign
assistance in building epecialized focilities, including a tent stand for engines more powarful
thew those ib §ts current missile force. ‘

We have low confidance in owr ability to sstess when Saddam would s WMD,

* Saddara conld decide touse chenrical and biologic! warfire (CBW) preemptively against
US forces, Biends, mdnuiesin&omaonihmammptto m;,t%)s Waxpwpm:ﬁons and
undermine the political will of the Coalition. ' ,

*[Corrected per Errata sheet igsued in Occober 20027







