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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: Henry A, Kissinger

INTELLIGENCE ITEMS

-~ Vietnamese Developments Yesterday: The Vietnam experts &
around town are almost unanimous now in their view that the Communists '4":25; 2
hope to throw a major military effort at the allies sometime in the next two m{, N
weeks, Signs of it now abound in all types of intelligence from the war zone. 2 ;

This week's field reports | ~ ffor example, list “g
innumerable accounts of preparations for military and paramilitary action %g(fﬂ;,
soon by enemy cadre, These range from the stockpiling of supplies and the
movement of military units into jump off positions, to planning for an upsur ge
in political agitation in an attempt to create the impression of a popular
rebellion against the government,

The focus for the offensive still seems to be in the III C01 ps area
in the provinces west of Saigon, and perhaps in the capital itself. Therec is
a lot of evidence of planning in all other areas of the country, however, and
the Communists are capable of setting off a widespread and relatively sus -
tained rounds of shellings and light ground probes just about anywhere in
South Vietnam.,

Action outside III Corps might follow largely the pattern of yestor-
day's attack on the provincial town of Cheo Reo in the central highlands.
Here, the Communists hit a major military installation on the town's outskirts
with a heavy mortar and rocket attack and followed with a guerrilla raid
which caused a good deal of damage along with a substantial number of civilian
casualties among South Vietnamese present at the basc.

It is possible that the intensive allied precmptive action, which has
dealt the Communists some severe losses as they try to maneuver their units
into attack positions, will more or less pull the teeth of the enemy offensive.
There is a wide range of opinion among the experts on this score; the only
consensus secems to be that the enemy is not strong enough to cause the
damage that he managed to inflict last year at Tet,

TOP-SECRET-SENSIFHVE
G%’INS-G@—D—EML@RQ

e, oct, 36 NN 99- b/ 3
c0. 1, S0 AN U/3ir, 1 SANIT] IZED CoPY
Byl NARA, Date_%/5-0 3







