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we had done everything possible to avert conflict and Saddam was wholly
at fault. |
GEORGE BUSH

On the morning of August 2, Barbara and I were still in bed with the
papers when Brent arrived just before 5:00. Visibly exhausted, he filled
me in on the emerging details of the invasion and the discussions he’d

had the night before. Iraq’s official story was that it had moved in on the

pretext that there had been a coup and that its “leaders,” purporting to be
the “legitimate” government in Kuwait, had requested their help. Our
immediate options were limited. We had not yet officially been asked for
help by the Kuwaitis or Saudis, but it was important to display promptly
our support. I ordered our already alerted warships at the island of
Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean to head for the Persian Gulf. Our next
requirement was to get air forces into the area. Brent explained that Bob
Kimmit was already checking with the Saudis to obtain approval for
sending an F-15 squadron. He handed me an Executive Order freezing
the assets of Iraq and Kuwait in the United States. I signed it. At least we
could take some economic measures.

After I showered, I headed for the Oval Office. At 6:30, Tom Pickering

.phoned to report on the UN Security Council’s actions. Like Brent, he

had been up all night working through the details of a resolution with
the Kuwaitis and the other Council members. By morning, the Council
had voted 14-0 in favor of UNSC Resolution 660, condemning Iraq’s
aggression, demanding that it withdraw its troops from Kuwait, and de-
manding that the dispute be resolved by negotiations. I was disappointed
and concerned that Saudi Arabia’s neighbor Yemen had abstained, proba-
bly in an effort to curry favor with Iraq. I knew President Ali Abdullah
Saleh and didn’t feel he would recklessly side with Saddam. Still, the UN
action was good news. The Soviets had supported us, and that was step
one in building opposition.

At about 7:00, Brent arrived in the Oval Office and at 7:30 Bill Web-
ster and Hank Applebaum (the CIA briefer) appeared with a bundle of
papers to give the daily CIA general briefing. During it, and with Brent
on the line, I called Jim Baker, who was in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, on a
side trip from an arms control meeting with Shevardnadze in Irkutsk. Jim
had been warned of the ominous signs in the Gulf and had already spoken
with Shevardnadze about the danger of an invasion. Shevardnadze said
he believed, as we had earlier, that Saddam was simply “strong-arming”
the Kuwaitis. With the news of the invasion, Jim had urged the Soviets to
join an arms embargo of Iraq, and Shevardnadze departed for Moscow to
consult with Gorbachev. ‘







