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1. SECRET - ENTIFE TIxT,

INTENDED TQ ASSIST

2. THIS CABLE IS5 PART 1F & 3ERIESD

THE DEPARTMENT IN PREPARING 2ACKSEOUND AND TALKING
POINTS PAPERS FOR THE SECRETARY'3 DISCUSSIONS IN CHINA.
INFO ADDRESSEES ARE INVITED 70 °°

MMENT SEPARATELY TO
THE DEPARTMENT. -

3. CHINESE INTERESTS: JHINA'S FIZITION ON ARMS
CONTROL IS DOMINATED BY THREE II!SIPERATTIONS. (A) TO

PRESERVE CHINA'S FREEDCM IF ACTIIMN EVENTUALLY TO
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OVERCOME ITS INFERIOQOR POWER POSITIZN: (B) TO :
PRESERVE AND HIGHLIGHT CHIUA 5 THIED-JORLD CREDENTIALS
BY NOT SEEMIMNG TO JOIN Al ENCLUSIUS YTUCLEAR CLUB

THAT SEEKS TO RETAIN A MINOBPILY: =D (C)  TO PROJECT
AN IMAGE AS A RESPONSIBLE MEMBEF >F THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY .

4. THE FIRST CONSIDERATION HAS MCOTIVATED BELJING
TO REJECT MOST NUCLEAR AFMS CCNTECL AGREEMENTS.
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CHINA STILL SEEMS A LONG WAY FROM ADHERENCE TO

THE NPT, MUCH LESS TO A COMPREHENSIVE BAN. THE :
CHINESE MIGHT CEASE ATMOSPHERIC TESTS,Q&HICH THEY
HAVE SAID PRIVATELY ARE NECESSITATED BY TECHNICAL |

DEFICTIENCIES IN CONDUCTING UNDERGROUND EXPLOSIONEB
CHINA'S RHETORICAL DENUNCTIATION OF BOTH SUPERPOWERS
FOR CAUSING THE ARMS RACE, FREQUENTLY WITHOUT DIF-
CERENTIATION, IS A POSITION SHARED BY MOST OF THE
THIRD WORLD, WHERE CHINA 15 ATTEMPTING TO CULTIVATE
ITS OWN CONSTITUENCY. BEIJING'S SOMEWHAT MORE
ACTIVE ROLE ON DISARMAMENT MATTERS IN RECENT YEARS,
INCLUDING ITS FIRST COMPREHENSIVE DISARMAMENT PROPOSAL
PRESENTED AT SSOD IT AND ITS SUPPORT OF A MNUMBER OF
CONVENTTONAL ARMS CONTROL RESOLUTIONS AT THE UN,
REFLECTS AN INTEREST IN PROJECTING ‘A RESPONSIBLE
GLOBAL IMAGE.

5. COMMERCIAL AS WELL AS POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS
LIE BEHIND CHINA'S SUPPLY OF CONVENTIONAL ARMS TO
A NUMBER OF THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES, ALTHOUGH THIS
REMAINS ON A SMALL SCALE COMPARED TO THE U.S.,
USSR, FRANCE AND OTHER BIC LEAGUE ARMS EXPORTERS.
COMMERCIAL CONSIDERATIONS ARE DOMINANT IN CHINA'S
EXPORT OF SOME NON-SAFEGUARDED 3SENSITIVE NUCLEAR
SECRET
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MATERIALS, SUCH AS URANIUM AND HEAVY WATER.

6. THE CHINESE HAVE BEEN YOCIFERQUS IN ATTACKING
THE SOVIET/VIETNAMESE USE OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS IN
KAMPUCHEA AND AFGHANISTAN.

7. U.S. INTERESTS: IT IS IN U.S. INTERESTS TO NUDGE
CHINA TOWARD MORE RESPONSIBLE PARTICIPATION IN ARMS
CONTROL MATTERS. CHINA 1§ DEEPLY INTERESTED IN THE
COURSE OF OUR ARMS CONTROL DIALOGUES WITH THE SOVIETS
ON START, INF AND MBFR, AND WE SHOULD KEEP THEM UP

TO DATE, SINCE A SUCCESSFUL OUTCOME OF EACH OF THESE
NEGOTIATIONS WOULD HAVE A BEARING ON CHINA'S OWN
SECURITY.

8. WE HAVE AN INTER®ST 1IN PATIENTLY CONTINUING
EFFORTS TO OBTAIN MORE CHINESE RESPONSIVENESS
CONCERNING NUCLEAR EXPORT CONTROLS (SEE SEPTEL ON
NUCLEAR COOPERATION), WHILE SEEKING BETTER COORDINA-
TION OF ARMS CONTROL PROPOSALS AT INTERNATIONAL FORA.

9, ACHIEVEMENTS: CHINA’S SLOW FORWARD MOVEMENT

TOWARD A MORE RESPONSIBLE POSITION ON DISARMAMENT SERVES
U.S. INTERESTS. RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR DELEGATIONS AT
THE GENEVA CD HAVE BEEN COOPERATIVE. AT LAST YEAR'S

IRCLASSIFED




UNGA, THE PRC VOTED FOR a NUMBEPR OF U.S. SUPPORTED
ARMS CONTROL RESCLUTIONS, SUCH A5 PROPOSALS TO

‘REDUCE THE SIZE OF MILITARY BUDGETS AND TO EXTEND il T
THE LIFE OF THE SPECIAL UN CHEMICAL WEAPONS EXPERT S;?;Eﬁ
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GROUP. THE CHINESE HAVE TINSISTENTLY OPPOSED SOVIET
PROPAGANDA PLGYS AT THE ' AT SLIENHERE, STATING
THEIR "PRINCIPLED OPPASITICN T2 SHAM SOVIET DIS-
ARMAMENT PRCPOSALS.  .GUHILE ~2NTINUING TO REJECT
THE NPT, THE CHINESE HAVE AI3ERTED PRIVATELY THAT
THEY HAVE NOT ASSISTED AND WILL CT ASSIST ANY
COUNTRY IN DEVELOPING :MUCLEAR “EAPONST], THE CHINESE
)
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