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Dear Mr. Ferroggiaro:

On January 31, 2003, you filed a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, addressed
to Alexandra Mallus, Departmental FOIA Officer, asking for “copies of the Department
of the Interior’s ten oldest open or pending Freedom of Information Act requests
currently being processed or held pending coordination with other agencies (the “original
request”).

On February 12, 2003, in a telephone call with the Departmental FOIA Officer, you
modified your request to limit it to copies of “the 10 oldest FOIA requests that are
open/pending for the Office of the Secretary (the “request”).

Your “original request” was received by the Departmental FOIA office on February 3,
2003, perfected on February 12, 2003, and assigned Office of the Secretary FOIA office
control number OS-2003-00456. Please cite this number in any future communications or
correspondence with the Department of the Interior regarding your “request.”

With respect to your “request:”

(1)  The Office of the Secretary FOIA office is responding to your “request,” on behalf
of the Departmental FOIA office.

(2)  We have classed your "request"” as a "media-use request.” As a media-use
requester, you are entitled to receive 100 pages of duplication of responsive
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records without charge before being asked to pay for the copying of any
additional records released. As a matter of policy, however, the Department of the
Interior does not bill for FOIA fees incurred in processing FOIA requests when the
fees do not exceed $30.00 because the cost of collection would be greater than the
fee collected. (43 CFR 2.18(a))

(3)  Enclosed, in respense to your “request,” are copies of the 10 oldest FOIA requests
that are, to the best of our current knowledge,' still technically “open” in the Office
of the Secretary. These ten documents total twelve pages. With regard to these
particular requests:

a. We have no current knowledge as to whether the individuals originally
filing these requests are still interested in their being processed at this time.
(Our workload has been so heavy for so long that we have been unable to
spare the time to contact them.)

b. Other components of the Department may have responded to some or all of
these requests, and, quite possibly, have long since satisfied the needs of the
individual requesters with respect to these particular requests.

C. The program offices within the Office of the Secretary to which these
requests were assigned may have already responded to them. We have not
formally closed these particular requests because we have not had time to
contact the program offices to which they were assigned to remind them
that a copy of the agency’s final response letter must be received by the
Office of the Secretary and filed in its administrative file before any FOIA
case file can be formally closed and its contents scheduled for records
destruction.

(4)  Deleted from one of the responsive documents, pursuant to Exemption 6 of
the FOIA (5 U.S.C. § 552 (b)(6)), is the following information pertaining to
the individual named in the record:

Home address
Home telephone number

'Note: To determine the “10 oldest” requests in the OS we were unable to rely on our current
tracking system data because the data in its current configuration has yet to be reconciled since its [2002]

conversation from one database format to another. A manual comparison of files and system reports was
required.







