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Dear Mi‘. President:

1. Iam sending you this letter tecause of the gravity of the

situation which now confronts our two countries, in their relations &o]:n%

-

“each other; For us in the United States, difficult and painful decisions

: J
cannot long be :ﬁ%t offj and I kaow that you on your side have problems

of similar gravity. éioreuver, . . clear to me as I work on thisAEr_cblerﬂ
/ that many of its difficulties arise .. m 'ncertaingﬂwin assessing i
* Ay . ‘ , c .: - 1:’ < 9 : ‘-,; : : - ~
the real facts of the situation.g Botr. of cu. Sovernments, for different
‘/_,.-—-—-'*‘—""'-""—“"" ‘

reasons, face great difficulties on :¥is scove., ..nd so I think it may be

i important and helpful for you iv wic. accu.rately ,.s - »w the situation
»  now appears to'me. .1 return, I shall grea: ., value the :.ust candid
. expression of your own assessment, and it may wel.-~. . rou and I
' between-us can work out a new under stahding in place of tL: - vesent
- : R
- troubled, confused and dangerous relatmribetween our Governm ...ts,
2, At the outset, let me state plainly that the :ntral purpose
AL
of my Government in all of its relation SIEJ your country is that the
‘Communists should be defeated in their brazen <ffort to sepiure your
country by force and fraud of all varieties. What we do and do not do,

whether it seems right or wrong to our friends, is always animated by

" this central purpose, Ebu y remember thdt my great pregd: ~assor i -
t . . o . - . ] . -?;-.;."' l
: Abraham Lincoln once expfained to a newspaperman the defpth < =
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commitment to the prese n union by saying that \g
i

even on the greati e did or did noj€o was f‘

i
ivision of our COuntzﬁ '
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governed by judgment of its vedue in ending‘the
r :

> : 4 A A
- Mted-&ates Government givesA lat kind oﬂpriority to the defeat

of the Communisfs?ﬁ;ll that it does in its relations with yous# counﬁrz)‘.

3, This .purpos‘e, ina general way, has been a part of American
policy toward your country for many years, but as you know it took a
new shape a.nd c:la.r:l.ty at the end of r_he yeaj 1961. At that time, in Ehe:l
‘hght of the very unsatisfactory s1tuatlor[ Ehe neighboring country of| Laos,
and in vi-ew‘ of the 1ncrea.s1ng efforts then being made by the Viet Cong,
I sent two of my most trusted az sociates on a careful mission of inc_);uiry
_to your country . The mission of General Taylor and Mr. Rostow was
to give me the best possible Judgment of the course of the struggle in’
So'uth'-Vietnam‘ and the prospect of success, Their comprehen51ve report
convinced meEnally] flrst)that the situation was indeed very sermus,
and second)that by approprlaté and dete rnnned action your G0vernment
and ox;rs together could find a way to wctory_. Our two. ‘Governments
then worked out together, and you and I as their leaders formally approved
a ‘r'xe_w level of effort and coope;‘:a.tlon. And I thlnk it 1s falr to say tha.t

both our 'Qoverninenté have been loyal to that effort, to the limit of their

abilities, ever since.
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4, By the hardest kind of joint effort, in which of course
Your people have borne the heavier and the more immediate responsibilif:y,
the contest against the Communists in the last year and a half has

gr'a.dualljr but steadily turned in our favor, New levels of alertness

" and skill were developed in the forces of your country, and the bold and

imaginative program of strategic hamlets was pressed forward with
: ) Mj

steadily increasing energy and'speed. Each of us, IJam sure,

pays close attention to our reports from all over the country on the

L‘-ﬁ _Qa--\_\_‘f‘
course. of the struggle aga:mst the Vlet Cong, and I am/\’sure"!that these

reports agree on the basic prop’osition that the war has been going well,

at least until very recently,’ And since newspaper reports and the

"problem of the press generally are an important element of difficulty

1rr1tated as I am sure you must have been, by[frequent ar@maccurate

in our rela.tions, it is only. fair for me to say that I have been as much . .
| :

reports ‘I';im-pertant—a:n&-—respons‘iblaﬂu.’&»newspa:perﬁ—&n i T -
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our Jo1n1: effort aga;.nst the Viet Cong.
5. A great cooperatwe ngozj Hof the kind in which we have been

engaged is never easy for the representatives of separate soverelgn

" states. On the one hand, the. struggle is Vietnamés_e at its center, not

~American., You and your Government have responsibilities, as Vietnamese
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