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1 Highest levei meeting 1 noon today reviewed yom'_%% and rea%@ﬂn

ke

basic course. Speciﬁc decisions follow: \J WM M#_&_m

2. In response to your recommendation, General Harkins is hereby

authorized to repeat to such Generals as you indicate the messages pxss
7
previously transmitted_hy C ofﬁcers. He should stress that the USG

% ' .. " 'before arriving at speciﬁc nnder'standin;;s‘with”the Generals, Genera}

| ‘Harkins must know WhO are mvolved resources avaﬂable to them and
overall plan for coup. The USG will support a coup which has good chance
of succeeding but pla.ns no direct involvement of U. 8. Armed Forces. _
ﬁ S 'Hark.ins should state that he is prepared to establish lia.ison With ﬁ1e coup

: o 3 'Question of last approachﬁuto Diem remains undecided end
| . separate personal message from Secretary to you develops our concerns ,

 and asks your comment.: o
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; 4 Cn movement ofU. 8. iorces, we do. not expect to make any announce-
ment or ieak at present and ‘Delleve that a.ny later de0131on to publicize such
movements should be closely connected to developing events on your side. We
cannot of course mmmw prevent unauthorized disclosures or speculation, but we will.
in any event knock down aiiy reports of evacuation.

5. . You are hereby authorized t; announce suspension of aid through Diem

Government at a time and mdegcond}ﬁom of your choice, In declding upon use of

: t.his authomty, you should consider importa.nce of timi.ng and managing a.nnouncement |

S0 a.s to mmimize appearance of 'co]lusion With Generals and a.lso to mimmme
danger of unpredictable and dlsruptive reaction by existing government, We also
assume that you will not in fact use this authority unless you think it essential, and
- We see it as possible that Harkins' approach and increasing process of cooperation
may provide assurance Generals- desire. ) Our own view is that it will be best to
hold thls authority for use in close oonjunction with coup, and not for present
iencouragement of Generals but deczsion is yours. S ‘
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