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OVER THE WEEKEND, A NEMBER OF THE PEACE CORP3, .
A MENBER OF THE CONSTITUENT ASSEXBLY, TWO NEMEER3

OF THE ECONOMIC FACULTT OF SAN CARLOS UNRIVERSITI,

AND A PRONINENT BUSTHESSMAN, TOGETHER WITH
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BODYGUARDS IN SEVERAL CASES, WERE MURDERED.

i

END SUNMART.

=

SANTOS HERNANDEZ

2. (U} A KEWMBER OF THE NATIONAL COMSTITUENT ASSEMBLY,

SANTCS HERNANDEZ, AND HIS TWO BODYGUARDS, ROBERTD PINZON
AND JORGE AHIBAL WERLOS, WERE ASSASSINATED IN GUATEMALR

CITY AT APPROXIMATELY 1545 HOURS ON OCTOBER 26.

THE XURDERS WERE CARRIED OUT BY UNYHOMHN ASSAILAKTS

WHO ARRIVED ONH THE SCENE IN TwO VEHICLES, REPORTEDLY

A CAR AND A PAHEL TRUCK.

3. (V) HERNANDEZ WAS THE FIRST ASSEMELY MEMBER TO BE
KILLED.

4. (V) THE WURDER BROUGHT EXPRESSIONS OF INDIGWA-
TION AND OUTRAGE FROM MANY OF THE COUNTRY'S
POLITICAL PERSOMALITIES AND GROUFS. THE BODY OF
HERMAMDEZ VWAS BROUGHT TO THE NATIONAL CONGRESS
BUILDING ON OCTOBER 27 FOR EULOGIES BEFORE BEING
SECRET
SECRET
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RETURNED TO HIS HOME IN THE EL QUICHE DEPARRTHENT
OF GUATEMALA FOR BURIAL. DURING THE CERENONT,

THE ASSEMBLY'S RESCLUTION CONDEMHING THE
ASSASSINATION WAS RERD, AND THREE DAYS OF HMOURN-
ING WERE DECLARED. THREE MEMBERS OF THE ASSEMBLI'S
EXECUTIVE— DR. RECTOR ARAGON QUINONEZ, RAMIRO DE
LEONM CARPIO, AND ROBERTO CARPIC NICOLLE, WHO ROTATE THE
ASSEXBLY FRESIDENCY ON R MONTRLY BASIS ALL KADE
STATEMENTS FRAISING HERNANDEZ AND DENOUNCING THE
NURDER.

5. {(U) THE ASSEMBLY 15 SCHEDULED TO NMEET ON
OCTOBER 29 TO DISCUSS FILLING THE WEW VACANT SEAT.

5. (8) BACEGROUND

AT THIS POINT, IT IE.IXPOSSIBLE TO ASSIGN RESPOMSI-
BILITY POR THE TRIPLE NURDER. THERE ARE SEVERAL
VIABLE THECRIES: TFIRST IS THAT IT WAS A POLITICAL
KURDER ARRANGED EITHER BY THE FUM IN RETALIATION
FOR HERNANDEZ'S DEFECTION, OR BY THE XLN BECAUSE -
NERNANDEZ WAS REPORTEDLY THIHKIMG OF BACKING OUT

OF HI8 PLAKNED SUIFT TO THE MLN. THE NLN HAD.
SCHEDULED A FORMAL CEREMOMY FOR THIS WEEX TO

ACCEPT HERWAHDEZ INTO THE PARTI. IT IB AL3O

- POSSIBLE THAT HERMNANDEZ WAS TARGETED BY THE LEFT

IN A¥ ATTENPT TO EMBARRASS THE GOVERNMENT BECAUSE
PAGE ¥0. 2
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F HIS HIGH VISIBILITY. A SECOND,
LAUSIBLE THEORY AT THIS POINT, IS THAT THE
caRSSIHATION GREW OUT OF SONE OF HERMRNDEZ'S
WSINESS DEALINGE. HE HAD APPARENTLY HELD A
«ONOPOLY ON TRANSPORTING GOODS AND PEOFLE IN

115 HONE TOMN--A MOMOPOLY WHICH SEVERAL OTHERS HAD
\TTEMPTED TO BREAK IN THE PAST. HE ALSO OWNED

WSINESSES IN GUATEMALR CITY.
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SAN CARLOS UNIVERSITY FACULTY

7. (U} TVWO PROMINENT MEMBERS OF THE ECOROMIC

FACULTY OF THE

NATTIONAL UNIVERSITI OF SAN CARLOS

UERE ALSO KURDERED OVER THE WEEKEND.

§. (U) AN ECONOKICS FROFESSOR, CARLOS DE LEOM GUDIEL.,

CIAE-DO
S8Y-06
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WAS KILLED THE EVENING OF OCTOBER 26 BY UNKNOWN
ASSAILANTS WHO INTERCEPTED AND SHOT THE PROFESSOR
AS HE WAS DRIVING HOME FROM THE UNIVEHSITY.

9. (U) THE FOLLOWING DAY, OCTOBER 27, THE DEAX OF
THE BCONOMICS FACULTY, VITALINO GIRONW CORADO,

WUAS ASSASSINATED IN NID-AFTERNOON WHEM HE STOFPED
TO PURCHASE GASOLINE AT A GUATEMALA CITY GAS
STATION. HE WAS ON HIS WAY TO ATTEWD FUKERAL
SERVICES FOR DE LEON. '

10. (U) UNIDENTIFIED ASSRSSIMS IN TWO VEHICLES
REPORTEDLY FOLLOWED GIRON INTO THE GAS STATION.
INDIVIDUALS FRON ONE CAR APPROACHED AND RENOVED
GIRON'S WIFE FROM THE VEHICLE WHILE THE SBECOND
GROUP FIRED INTO THE CAR AT CLOSE RANGE KILLING
GIRON. THE FUNERAL, HELD ON OCTOBER 28, ELICITED
A LARGE CROWD OF MOURNERS.
11. (U) THE GOVERNMENT OF GENERAL OSCAR HUNBERTO
NEJIA VICTORES ISSUED R STATEMENT DENOUNCING
THE MURDERS OF DEPUTY HERNANDEZ AND FROFESSOR GUDIEL
RS A "MACABRE PLAN®" TO DISRUPT THE “GUATEMALAM
FANILY=. IN ITS STATEMENT, THE GOVERNNENT
SECHET
SBECRET
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ATTRIRUTED THE MURDER COF HERWAXDEZ TO “ANTI-
SOCTAL  ELEMENTS®™, A PHRASE WHICH USUALLY IS
USED TO REFER TO COMNON CRIMINALES TN THIZ
KIND OF CONTEXT.

12. ANALYISIS (8)

THE ASSASSINATIONS WERE FROFESSTIONAL IE EXECUTION.

CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENKCE SUGGESTS THAT AT LEAST THE

DE LEON NURDER NAY HAVE BEEN THE WOBK OF GOVERNKENT
SECURITY FORCES. .

BOTH PROFESSORS WERE RUNORED TO EE MENEERS OF
THE COMMUMIST PGT ORGANIZATION. CRARLOS DE LEON
GUDIEL MAD ALSC BEEN PEEVIOUSLY KIDKAPPED (AND
LATER RELEASED) BY SBECURITY FORCES. TWO OTHER
SAN CARLOS FACULTY MEMEERS HAVE, IN THE LAST
FOUR TEARS, ALSO BEEN ASSASSINATED BY A SIMILAR
HODUS OPERANDI.

13. (5) COMKENT.

THE HURDER
OF TWO REPUTED PGY KENBERS OF SAN CARLOZ UMIVERSITI
LEAVES THE UNIVERSITI'S RECTOR, DR. EDUARDO METER,
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IN EXTRENE DAWGER. HE HAS PUBLICLY DECLINED THE
USE OF PROTECTIVE AGENWTS. BUT HE IS A HIGHLY PUBLIC
FIGURE, AWD SAM CARLOS IS IN THE HIDST OF A PGT-
FOMENTED LABOR DISPUTE. THE PGT HAS A HISTORY OF
GETALIATING AGAINST THE MURDER OF ITS  NENBERS.

AN ATTACK AGAINST MEYER, SONETIMES RUMORED AS A
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE, WOULD BE VERY DETRINENTAL
T0 THE PROCESS OF RETURNING GUATEWALA TO CONSTI-

UNCLASSIFIED

L e e e A At e




UNCLASSIFIED

“TEXT OF TELEGRAM B4GUNTEMO11308

ADPSE64
SECRET

- — ol

PAGE 01 GUATEN 11308 O3 OF 03 3016162
ACTION ARA=0O

INFO OCT=-00 COPY=01 RADS-00 INR=-10 EUR-C0  35-00 CIME=-0QO

H=-01 I0=-1% HEC-QL HSCE-00 HSAE=00 S50=00 EY=-D6
HA—08 L=03 FH-10 FA=01 PC=01 HCT=03 CHB-01
INRE-0DQ A=02 EYE=-DO0 Sr=-02. SHP=01 FRS=01 ZLPD=-01

SPD-02 JOT0 W

055444 3016332 S50
0 301607Z OCT B4

FH AXEMBASSY GUATEMALRA

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IKMEDIATE 4709 .
USIA WASHDC 2175

INFO CONTADORA COLLECTIVE

USCINCSO QUARRY HTS PN

DIA WASHDC//JSI1-48/DB-3C2

USAFSO/LAT HOWARD AFE P¥Y

AHEMBASSY BONN

ANENBASSY BRUSSELS -
AMENBASSY COPENHAGEN

ANEMBASSY LOMDON

ANENBASSY MADRID

ANENBASSY OSLO

AMENBASSEY PARIS

AMENBASSY ROME

AHEMBASSY STOCKHOLM

USHISSION GENEVA

SECRET SECTION 03 OF O3 GUATEMALA 11308
NOFORN

0sSIA FOR AR
ROME ALSO PASS YO .VATICAN: DEPT FOR A/31/TAG Dl

E.O. 12356 DECL: OADR
TAGS: PGOV, SHUK, GT, ASEC .

SUBJ: VEEKEND YIOLENCE CLAIMS PERCE CORPS VOLUNTEER,
SECRET
SECHET

PAGE 02 GUATEX 11308 03 OF 03 3018163
TUTIOHAL GOVERNKENT. END COMKEKT.

FUH LERDER ATTACKED

——

14. ,(U) THE SBCRETARY-GENERAL OF THE PUN, GABRIEL
GIROM ORTIZ, REPORTED THAT HIS HOUSE HAS BEEN
RITACKED BY UNENOWN INDIVIDUALS ON OCTOBER 26 AT
ABDUT ONE IN THE NORNING. SEVERAL SHOTS VERE FIRED
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AT THE HOUSE, BUT ¥O IKJURIES WERE REPORTED. GIROK
HAS REQUESTED GOVERWKENT SECURITY IN LIGHT OF THE
ATTACK. GIROH HAD ATTEMPTED TO FEMOVE HERHAWDEZ FRON
THE ASSEKBLY WHEHN THE LATTER WAS PUBLICLY REVEALED
70 RE ILLITERATE, AND TAKE HIS PLACE, BUT THIS WAS
OVERRULED BY THE ELECTORAL TRIBUKAL. THUS, THERE
WAS SPECULATION THAT GIRON ORDERED THE ASSASSIKA-
TION, A THEORY THAT DOES MWOT SEEN LOGICAL.

PROMIHENT BUSINESSKAN

15. (U) ALSO FOUND MURDERED OK OCTOBER 25 WhS
PROMINENT GHATEMALAN BUSINESSMAN FREDDY SEDRI
CALDEROH, TOGETHER WITH HIS BODYSUARD, RENE ORENOS
RAKAS. SEDRI WAS KIDHAPPED JLE-D[I‘T SEVENTEEM DAYS
AGO BY SIX RRMED MEM. INITIAL MEWSPAPER REPORTS
OF THE IKCIDENT ORIGINALLY IDENTIFIED THE S5IX

AS *POLICE INVESTIGATIVE AGENTS™. TWO PERSONS
HAVE SUBSEQUENTLY BEEN ARRESTED AHD ARE BEING
HELD.

is. () BAMALYSIS.

SECRET
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THE NURDER OF SEDRI ANWD HIS BODYGUARD, AT THIS
POINT, APPEAR TO HAVE MO POLITICAL OVERTONES.

THE DOVELE NURDER HAS THE CHARACTERISTICS OF A
CRIMINAL BCT FOLLOWING THE BREAKDOWN OF RANSOM
YEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE FAMILY RND THE REDUCTORS .

KHUEDER OF PEACE CORPS VOLUKTEER o

17. (LOU) PERCE CORPS VOLUNTEER FETER WOLFE
WAS FOUND MURDERED IN GUATEMALA CITY SUNDAY
HORWING, OCTOBER 28. WOLFE WAS SHOT JUST
BENEATH THE LEFT EYE AT CLOSE RANGE SOMNETIME
AFTER LEAVING A PARTY THAT WAS BEING GIVEN

pY JOHN PURKETT, A U.S. CITIZEN WHO IS WORKING
AS A WIRE SERVICE REPORTER IN GUATEMALR. THE
HURDER IS BELIEVED 10 HAVE OCCURHED SOXETINE
BETWEEN 2 AND 3 AK. WOLFE'S BODY WAS FOUHD

IN THE VICIVITY OF HIS RESIDENCE. A SMALL
AHOUHT OF MOWEY, A WATCH, R¥D A RELATIVELY NEW
JRCKET THAT XR. WOLFPE HAD RECENTLY PURCHASED
WERE STILL OW THE BODY WHEN IT WAS DISCOVERED,
A WALLET WHICH MR. WOLFE WAS ENOWN TO HAVE HAD
ON HIB PERSOM WAS MISSING. POLICE INVESTIGATIONS -
NBE CONTIRUING.

PIEDRA
FRGE HO. 8
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