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Section 502B report on the husan righte situation in Guatemala
which has heen requested by the House Foreign Affairs Committes.

ESSENTIAL FACTORS

tn January 5 the Department received a letter dated
Decezber 33, 1983 from Congressmen Fascell, Barnes, and Yatron
requesting that pursuant to the provisions of Section 5028(c)
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961.the Secretar: prowvide a
report on the human rights situvation in Guatemala. The law
stipulates that . .less we transmit thie report to the Hill
within 30 days (i.m., on or before February 4) we can not
provide any "security assiastance™ to Guatemals after that date
until the report is submitted. Security assistance is defined
*0 include ESF, MAP, IMET, FME credit, FMS cash, and Manitions
Cuntrol cases. The letter sp~cifically requests that no
security assistance be provided to Guatemala until the report
ls transmitted and consultations held with the Committes on
Forelgn Affairs, but this request is not legally bindiag.

The report tells Congreas that while seriocus human rights
problems persiet in Guatemala, the government has taken acticns

to reduce them. Continued pecurity agsistance is esgentiaml to
support that preocess. .

RECOMMENDATIOH

That wou approva tha letter (zoov arbachad)l fcansmice
502{B) report to Chalrman Fascell.

Arprove ~ Lhéjjg Disapprove
Attachments: \{1
2 -\ MROFA MR
Tab 1 = Letter to' Chairman Fascail with report on huraniy © * 1 =
rights in Guatemala MEALIL

Tao 1 - Chairman Fascell'os lettar of Dacember 231. 1aaj
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Dear Mr. Chairman:

There ia transmitted herewith, in accordance with the
provisions of Section 502B(¢) of the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961 as amended, statements on the human rights situation in.
Guatemala, based on information available to the Department of

State as of January 31, which was requested 1
Dacenber 23, 1983. ! | eques n your ._J.'Ettﬂz -ﬂf

Sincerely.

%T%Tﬂf;-a;anne L, :

Assistant Secretary
Lngisla.t:iva and Intergovernmantal Affairsg

The Honorable

Dante B. Fascell,
Chairman,

Committee on Foreign Affairs,
House of Rapresentativas.
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Dear Mr. Chairman:

There is transmitted herewith, in accordance with tha
provisiona of Section 502B(c) of the Poreign Assistance Act of
1361 am amended, statements. on the human rights situation in
Guatenala, based on information available to ths Department of

State as of January 31, which was requested in your letter of
Dacexber 23, 1983.

Sincerely, ) e

: Asalstant Becratary
Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs

The Honoreble
Gus Yatron, Chairman,
Subccmmittes an Human Righta and
International COrganizations,
Committes on Foreign Affalrs,
House of Representatives.
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Dear Mr. Chairman:s

There is transmitted herswith, in accordance with the
provisions of Ssction 502B{¢c) of the Poreign Assistancs Act of
1961 as amended, statements.on the human rights situation in
Guatemala, based: on-inférmation available to tha Department of

State ag of January 31, whichk was requested in your letter of
Decenber 23, 1983. = . o B o e ot

-y
' - L

Sincerely, -

weATy B Ly

'i_fq-_ TlPlﬂ E'lnﬂ.ﬂttr Jlae.
Rssintant Secretary
Lagislative and Intergovernmental Affairs

The ‘Honorable
Michael D. Barnes, Chairman,

Subconzittee on Western Hemisphere Affairs,
Committee on Foreign Affairs,
House of Rapresentatives.,
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RELEASE

GUATIMALA

A. Human Rights Infu;uatinn
l. Political/Legal Situation

Guatemala has been ruled by a de facto military government
for almoast two years. The present Head of State, General Osacar
Humberto Meijla Victores, Minister of Defense under President
Efrain Rios Montt, assumed power on August 8, 1983 as the
result of a nearly blocodlesa coup. Rios Montt, who himself
took office as the result of a military coup in March 1982, was
removad because of general discontent with his erratic style
and evangelical ideas. Guatemala's senlor military commanders
believed Rics Montt's departure was necsesasary to prevent
surther factionalism within the military and to presnmpt a
posaible coup by the far right. Our inability to provide

politically meaningful support to the Rios Montt Govarnzent
contributed indirectly to its downfall.

Tha Majia Government has taken a nucnber of poaitive ataps
t0 restore a cocnatitutional, electoral process and to addraess -
the practice of axtra-legal detenticns: it suspended the state
of alarm; abolished the controversial special courtsr granted
an amneaty; confirmed Conatituent Assembly elections for July
1, 1984; and aunounced that pn elected president will assume
office in 1985, The government furthar reaffirmed its
commitment to democratization by continuing the process of
legalizing political parties (37 political groups are now
reqistered) and undertaking the regimtration of voters.

Cn January 19, 1984, the government promulgated an
eleactoral law which provides tha legal frameworX for the July
Constituent Assembly elections (the law prohibits certain
officials of the depossed Lucas regime from holding office, and
bans active duty military, clcse relatives of the head of
state, and certain other individuals from being candidates}).

On January 27, 1984, the Guatemalan Foreign Minister invited
the countries with diplomatic missions in Cuatemala to send
observers to the forthcoming electicns, and he indicated that
the Guatemalan Government is considering alsc inviting regional
organizations to send observers. The Constlituent Assembly will
convene on or Defore Auguakt I to Degin kthe task of dratting a
constitution and an electoral law which will serve as the basis
for the presidential and congressicnal electicns to follow. We
have no indicaticons that the Cuatemalan military is consideriag
running “official” candidates in the upcoming slection or is

Ot of FOL Pﬁfﬂmm Reriew UNCLASSIF 1)
Review Aulhority: WOSKOWITI, SAM SECRET

Date 06 5
um]ﬂﬁ%f ) (CECL :OADR)

=




UNCLASSIFIED  gcpen

tavoring any specific group or party. On the contrary, the
temoval of Ganeral Lopez Fuentes (closely aligned with the far
right National Liberation Movenent) as Chief of Staff is an

indication that thae military wanta to prevent any semblance of
alignmants with such groups.

Guatamala continues to faces a strong Marxist-Leninist
insurgency that has lts roots in longstanding social,
political, and eccnonie inequitiesa. The repreasion and
corruption exhibited by the Lucas ragime {1973=82) swelled the
guerrilla ranksa, and eventually lost the government the support
of thes young officers in the military. With the coming to
power of Ricsa Mentt in March 19832, the army iwplementsd a plan
that Lucas had refjected saveral years earlier =- the so=-called
"beans and rifles" policy. Central to that policy was the
recognition that unless the government addrezszsed the social and
econonic problams confront.ig the peasants in the highlands and
provided an alternative to ths repression, there wasz ne hope in
gaining the loyalty of Cuatemala‘'s Indian population.
Therefora, while the army stepped up itz activities againat thae
guerrillas and developed the.civil defenss forces (taking the
unusual action of supplying Indians with weapons to dafend
themselves), it alzo pravided food, seed, and building
materials to those displaced by the viclence. Concurrently we
saw a reducticon in extra-legal violence, though some ragicnal

military commanders have exarted more effort in this regard
than ﬁthﬂrs -

Although the guerrilla novement is essentially Guatemalan,
it has received external support in recent years. The army's
shift in strategy caused the guerrillas to suffer military and
political setbacks over the paat two years. In turn, the :
guerrillag resortad te wviolence against elements of the Indian
population. Desplte government successes, the guerrillas
continue to represent a sericus threat., Since the August
change in government, there has been an upsurge in guerrilla

militafy and terrorist activity, both in the countryaide and in
the cities.

Faollowing the Maxch 1982 coup, the 1965 Constitution was
abrogated and a Statute of government enacted on April 28,
1982. This statute closely resembles the )9%65 Constitution.
However, under the state of slege (July 1982 - March 1283) and
the state of alarm {(Juna - August 1983) political and ecivil
liberties were restricted. Genaral Meiia lifted the state of
alarm and ~“he current govsrnmsnt, which ingludes rivilian
participation at the ministerial level, rulas by decree under
the framework provided by the April 1982 Statutae. The real
basis of support of the Mejla Government 1s the military

commanders council.
UNCLASSIFIED
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2. Obaervance of Human Rights

Serious human rightas problemns continued in Guatemala in
1983. However, thera has bean & decline in the overall levels
of pelitically rslated violence in 1983 compared to the
situation in 1982, particularly in the countryside., Similarly,

the situation with respect to civil and pelitical righta has
improved.

With the overthrow of the Luocas regime in March 1982, the
Guatemalan Government undertoock a campaign to aggressively
pursua the guerrillas in their own sanctuaries in the
highlands, and, at thg same time, tc better control the mlsucse
of force by lts own military. The government was much more
succeasful at the former than the latter, though the trend
since March 1982 has beed positive (see Table I attached
following Cuestion 6, Sectionm D). Though there are paaks
(e«g.. the summer of 1982 when the army returned to the
hirhlandg), generally there has been a prograssive reducticn in
overall viclenca since 1582. This trend has been less

ncticeable in the reports of disappearances and kidnappings
than it has in the reports of deaths.

Imnndiataly after the August change in government there was
an increase in the number of politically related civilian
deaths and abductions. The average monthly number of
abductions under Mejia (An athnacanhar 1983) was 32 compared
to 21 under Rios Montt during his last seven months as
president (Jamuary-July 1983) For this sane time paricd, the
average monthly numnber of nnnsunmhat ({.0., civilian) deaths is
41 under Mejla versus 42 under Riocs Montt. Disappearances
during the Mejia Government, however, after numbering 56 in
Septenmber, have declined in each succeeding month, totaling 26
in December Similarly, non-combat deaths were 54 in September

znd 69 in COctcber, but declined to 33 in Hovember and 20 in
December.

Wa caution against excessive reliance on eo~called body
counts as a precise measurement of what is occurring in |
Guatemala, as it is impossible to record every incident that
occcurs, Figures collected over a pericd of time, using a
similar collectlion methodcology., can, howaver, indicate the
general trends that are occurring.

There has been no rescluticn of the abducticns and murders
by Guatepalan security forces of several Guatemalans enpl¢yud
by a contractor for an AID financed bilingval education
project. Resolution of these cases is complicated by the
reluctance of the military to disciple those involved in such

UNCLASSIELED,
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offaonses. However, the governuent of Guatemala has given us
written assurances that they are willing to work with us to
impl went safeguards against future abuses by guaranteeing the
protection of AID employees working on the bilingual education
program. Tha Mejla Government, tccording to intelligence
reports, has also begun to contral extra-legal viclenca by
tightening control over the Presidential Intelligence Service
(AGEAEMP) to prevent human rightu abuses, and by disciplining
AGSAEMP persornel who have ignorud the new controls. This is
significant because AGSAEMP had heen implicated in abductions,
tortures, and assassinations. The effectiveness of such
actions is called into question by racaent reports implicating
governmant security forces in the kidrapping of & patisnt fros
a hospital erergency room and the abduction of saveral peraons

with ties to individuals belieed to have bsan nurdered by
government security forces. ' :

Both the governments of Rios Montt and Mejia have
cooperated with internaticnal and non-governmental
organizations who have visited Guatemala to investigate alleged
viclaticne of human rights. Lord Colville, the Unitad Nations
Human Righta Commission Special Raprorteur, visited Guatamsala
in June=July 1983 and lgsued his report in Hovembar. ¥Whils
acknowledging that basic rights had besn violated, he noted the
efforts of the Guatemalan Sovarnuent to curb abuses and '
con¢luded that there has been "marked improvement™ in 1983.

a. Integrity of the Ferson

Approximately 500 civillanes were killed in Guatemala in
1983. It is impossikle to assess responsibllity for each of
these deaths, although some were undoubtedly killed by
gavernment security forces or civil dafense patrols. Othar
deatha were attributable to the guerrillas. In additlien, there
vere soma 1,100 miliimary and guerrilla combat casuaities.

During 1983 more than -300 persons disappeared. Again,
of thege individuals were undoubtedly seized by government
security forces, while cthers were kidnapped by guerrillas or

by commou criminals. Similarly, btoth the governmrnt 2nd the
insurgents hava employed torture,

[ 1=]-1

b, Civil and Pnliticg} Rights

Many of the infringements on perscnal freedoms were rezoved
when the state of alarm was lifted in August 1983. Public
criticism of the government occura. The government has ended
the restrictions on poelitical activity, established procedurces
to legalire political parties under which 37 political groups

have begun the process Lo be recognized ocfficially as political
parties. Trade unions function. Freedom nf religicn is a

UNCLASSIFIED — sE<®=2
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reality, although scme tensicns nxist between the Catholic

Church and the government and bet:ween the cnthulic Church and
Protestant groups.

=

The United Nations High Commission for Refugeas (UNHCR)
estimates thera are 35,000 displiaced Guatsmalans in UNHCR camps
in Mexico, The Guatemalan Goverament has expressad its strono
desire to cooperate in the voluntary repatriation of theae

rafugees, and to assist in their resettlament in their villages
of origin.

thhnu?h reports of mazsacres and cther atrocities
continued in 1583, there was a steep decline in credible
reporta of government viclence in tha countryside as compared
to 1982, BSome reports of massacras were fabricated or pased on
inaccurate infermation, such as the reports of paszacres in
Xoraxaj and Parraxtut, In each of thesa two - cases later
investigation determined no masaacres had ocurrad.

The Department's 1983 Human Rights Report -for Guatemala
provides a more comprehensive-account of the human rights

situation in that Eﬂ'ﬂ.ﬂtrft and a copy of -that report in
attached. F

B. U.8, Government Acticn in Human Riqhtl Area

l. Promotion of Laspact for and nbltrvinct of Human Aighti

During the past thoee years, U.5. officlals have stressed
with their Guatemalan counterparts the- izportance of human
rights in American foreiqn policy and to cur relationship. For

: tha moat part, our conversations have bsen hald in private,

though, at times, we have besn public about our concerns. For
exanple: .

On January 7, 1983, when announcing the approval ui the
sala of spare parts, the Department of State stated, “...we

want to ses further progress io Guatemala in propoting respact
for human rights...”

On March 4, 1983, following the execution of six persone,
the Department of State stated, "We're naturally disturbed by
rapnrt: that those executions tpok piace after a secret trial.

Wa'va conalstently stressed our support for due proceas and an
open judicial system..,.:

On March 11, 1983, following reports of the disappearance
and death of Patricio Ortiz Maldonedo, an AID contractor, the
Dapartment of State stated, “"Wa fully expect that the
Guatemalan Governnent will see that justice is done in this
cape@. We are also seeking assurances from the Guatemalans that

anyons dlrectly of indirectly in our eamploy can carry cut his
duties safely in Guatemala.”

| UNCLASSIFIED ~ ===
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On Junea 20, 1983, following Rios Montt's announcment that
elections would take place during the latter half of 1984, the
Departmant of State noted that tials wae "...a positive step in
returning Guatemala to democratic government.™

On June 30, 1983, reacting t> the imposition of the gstate
of alarm, the Department of State expressed the hope that “the
decree will be temporary and applied moderately in keeping with
the government's announced intention to lnmagurats today the

Supreme Electoral Tribunal which will be initiating planning
for the Constituent Asgsembly elections.”

In a speach to the American Chamber of Commerca of
Guatemala on August 9, 13583, Ambassador Chapin told his
audience that there was a direct relationship between

Administration support for assistance to Guatemala and progess
on human rights issuen.

More recently, on Janaury 17, 1984, the Department of State
notaed that "wa would cpposae any change of government in
Guatemala other than through democratic means.™

On January 20, 1984, the Department of State "noted with
Pleasure™ the Guatemalan Government's announcement the previcus
day of the electoral decree convening constituent assembly
elections to be held on July 1 and atated that that government

*has taken an important step toward the establishmenc of
denocratic conatitutional rule.”

Embasgy officers, as a matter of course, have emphaalized
the importance of ru:?act for human rights in their contacts
with Guatemalan officials. In particular, senior Embasay
officers, including the Ambassador and the Deputy Chief of
Mission, emphasize human rights subjects in their public and
private discussions. President Reagan's special envoy for
Central America, Ambassador Richard Stone, also emphasizaes
respact for human rights in his discuesions with top-level
Guatemalan authorities. During visits to the countryside,
Embassy officers have takan the copportunity t¢ meet with senior
Guatemalan military officers in the area and to stress to thenm

the importance that the United Staztes places on ruspect for
human rights.

Human rights is the major issue discussed by high-level
officials visiting Guatemala. During the past twg ¥2ars thesw

have incluaed, tormer Deputy Assgistant Secretary of State for
Inter-Amaerican Affairs, Ambassador Bosworth (June 1982); former
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Human Rights, Melvin
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Levitaky (Auguat 1982); Ambassador Walters (April 1983); Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State for Human Rights, Gary Matthews
(June 1983)7 Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American
Affairs, Langhorne Motley (September 1583); Under Secretary of
Defense, Fred Tkle, and Aesistant Secretary of State for Human
Righta, Elliotet Abrams, (Novembar 1983). Bilateral discussions
in which human righta have besn a central topic have taken
place in third countries, as 4i4 one recently (Decezber 1983)

batween Ganeral Mejia and Vice President Bush during the
Argsntine presidential inaugration.

Recognizing that democracy is not just elections, w» have
aupported the return of the AIFLD (Americanm Institue for Free
Labor Development) program to Guatemzala to build a truly
independent labor movement. OQur development assistance has the
purposs of strengthening Guatemala's rural population.
Cangresaional restrictions in tha PY-84 Continuing Resolution
prohibit our funds from going through government agencies and
thus liz=it our ability to help build the rural health,
educaticn and agriculture infrastructure so necessary for
Guatemala's future. For example, because of these restrictions
We are unable to provide funds to the Peace Corps for use in
loecal development projects or to lnclude Guatemala in our
efforts to help impreve Central American judiciai asystems.

During the Lucas Government (1978-1982) we were unable to
have any kind of productive dizlogue on human rights isasuves.
That has not been the case with his succesaors, though
obvicusly progress on some items has been greater than on
others (e.g., progress toward democratic elections va.
punishment of military officers for infractions of the code of
conduct). Publicly and privately we have sought to reinforce
the postive steps taken by the Guatemalan Government since
Mareh 1982 -- alectoral calendar, amnesty, and of the states of
alarm and siege. Privately, we have told the Guatemalans that,
despite this progress, actiocns must be taken to eliminate any
involvement by members of government sgecurity forces in
kidnappings and killings. If such actions are not forthcominag,
wa have said that the bilateral relaticnship will remain

strained and there will be no signficant amounts of econacmic

let alone any sacurity assistance.

2. Disassociation of U.5. Security Assistance from
Viplations of Human Rights

Since FY 1978 there has teen no military assistance program
IBAP, FHS cradit or IMET) Zor Cuatemml=, The only signifizan

action concerning defense-related items since FY 1980 has been
limited to a single authorization of six million dollars in
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hellcepter and other spare parts and safety of £light
equipmant. Kay government offlciale clearly underatand that
any resumption of a normal security relationshlp depends upon a
suhstantially improved human rights performance on thelr part.
Qur racent acticn to proceed with that sale was due to our
belief that since the human rights situation had not
detariorated since our original declision, it was lmportant to
fulfill the commitment we made to Guatemala in January 1983, in
large part to encourage them to cont:inue to make progress in
the areas of human rights and democracy including especially
the control of the security forces. Thias acticon in moving
forward on spare parts —- at a tims when only three cf
Guatemala's eleven helicopters that carry eight or more pecple
are aperaticnal -- doaes not mean we will automatically approva
other PMS cash sales or Munitions Control licenses. Thesge-
cases will be addressed individually, and will hinge on
continued Guatemalan pregress in the areas of concera. In
private conversations informing the Guatamalan gnvernment af
our action, wa have amade this point very . ¢lanr.

C., U.S. Interests Justifying a Eﬂﬂu;iﬁy Assigtance Program

Qur principal interast in Guatemala is in promoting the
development of a atable demcoratic society that will protect
human rights. That will not comae overnight. But for the first
time in many years, there appears to be a government in place
that 1is ¢¢mmitte& te hold honest electiona, to lessen the role
of the military in the government, and to reduce tha levels of
political violence that have plagued that country for years.

Our ability to influence that proces=s is minimal at
present, We have not had a close relaticnship with Guatemala
for several years. All Guatemalans, regardleass of thelr
poellitical viewpolnts, are wary of U.S. interference in what
they regard as their internal affaira. Neverthelass, the
limited security program that now exists (FMS cash sales) can
act as a positive aign in reinforcing the military's commitment
to the dauﬂu:ﬂti: process. How nuch i{nfluence we wiil have is
open to conjectura, But without such a tool, we will have
little or rnona, Pailure to provide some politically meaningfual
aign of support for the efforts being undertaken to return the
country to democratic rule, and to reduce human rights

viclabtions, will only increase the chance of further political
instability.

In addition, the U.S. hag cather strong interests in
Guatemala and the region which necessitate a solid, bilateral
relatianship, including a poditive relationship with the
Guatemalan military. Guatenala hasa baen an active participant
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in the CJontadora process and a supporter o. a comprehenmive
approach to peacs in the ragion. We need tocls to encourage

the GOG —-- and its military -- to continus to support the unity
of tha Central American nations in this procesa. Also, we have
an intsreast in encouraging thae Guateaalana to continue to =zaek
dialogue with Ealize and the Unit:ed Kingdom in order to reach a
peaceiul, negotiated solution to the century-old
Balize~Quatemala territorial 4dispute. Moreover, our overall
regional economic and security interests cannot be effectively
addrasgsed if Guatemala -- Central America's mogt populcus and
industrializsd country -='1ig kept at the margins.

The Dapartment beliaeves that the comtinuation of our :
aconomie and security prograns, in a neagured fashion in order
to promote further human rights progress, ia in the naticnal
intarsgt., The resumption of developmental assistance prograns

| with governrental entities and the approval of a security

! assistance program for Guatemala, including FMS credit, IMET,

and ESF, could act as a catalyst for further improvements in

| the human rights situvation in Guatemala. A limited security

E azxsistance program could open Iines of communication with key
officers who have felt isclated ftom the United States for
vears. Through IMET, younger officars, who have had little or
no axperiznce with demoeracy, would receive valuable exposure -
to the operation of the military under such-a system. FProperly
chapneled, FMS credits would allow us to work -more effectively
with those elements in the Guatemalan Government who share our
goals of restoring democracy and addressaing the nation's social
and econcmic needs.. It would rainforce developing a positive
relationship between the military and the indigencus population
in Cuatemala through emphasis on civie action and tighter
command and control (now hindered by lnadequate transport and

- communications facilitiesa).  ESF can play a vizal role in
tringing about aconomic stability, particularly necessary as
tha country enters the electcocral campaign.

On the basiz of the above aanﬂidératinnuL wa have
daetermined that it is in the national interest of the United
States to provide limited amounts of security asaistance (as

defined in Section 502 B (d) (2) of the Foreign Assistance Act]
to Guatemala.
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D. ﬂEhlr Information Requested by the Committee on Foreign
Affalrs

(1)(a) All information available to the U.S. Govarnment
wi% raspect to the recent disappearance and murder of ALD
anployeeaa ln Guatemaia, Ite Department oi State 8 Jjudgment
A8, to whether or not Guataxalan civ anp or p tary
afficiala were Involved. 1n plarni implementing or covering

Maria Julieta Espsrancza Sancher Castillo and her daughter,
Piedad Esperanza Earrios Sanchez, were abducted hy armed men on
Qctocber 7, 1983. At the time, Mrs. Sanchez was employed by the
Guatemalan Ministry of Education in the Rural Education
Departzent. She was peripherally invelved with AID because she
was studying for a Masters Degree at a local universitcy under
the sponsership. of the Miniastry in a program financed by AID
for education administration. _

Jose Felipe Ralac and hia wife, Celia, were abducted on
October 18, 1983. He was then employed by an American company
holding an AID contract. for work with the Guatemalan Ministxy
of Education on a pilat bilingual education project.

Firemen in.Coatepegue, (uezaltenango, raceived an anonymous -
talephone call on Hovember 12, 1983, informing them that a car
that had bBeen. lnvolvad in an accident could be dismcovered near
Pajapita, San Marcos, a nearby town. When the firemen arrived
at Pa4dapita, they found a wrecked vehicle and the bodies of
Josa Felipe Ralac, Maria Julieta Sanchez and Fliedad Barrios
Sanchez, According to the coroner's report, both Mr. Ralac and
Mras. Sanchez died of second degree burns, and Ms. Barrios died
of a severe blaow to the head., Firemen alsc discovered
identification documents for the three victims, as well as

several forged I.D. papers. At this time, Celia Ralac has not
appeared.

The evidence strongly suggests the thres ware killed prior
to the accident. Pecpla who knew the victipms claimed that none
of the three knew how to drive a car., An eyewitness also
claimed that he saw a man get out of the vehicle, pour gas on
it, and then leave with ancthaer man on a motorcycla.

Guatemalan Government officlale maintain in public and private
that tha thres peopla died in the automobile accident though we
are Unaware ¢ any cfflcial Guatemalan Govarnment investigation
which has probed the strange circumstances surrounding the
accident. The lack of a thorough investigaticn and the
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repeated assertion by the officials that the victims had been
invalved in "subversive™ activities suggests involvement on the

part of some Guatemalan Governmant officials though we have no
evidence that directly ipplicates anycne.
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2)(a) All information availahla to the U.S. Government
concerning the gase o atr
am I (] HEE a

rtlz Jdaldonzdo, an AID

was. murdered. in Fehxua: 1983. (b] The
Department oOf State's iuﬂgﬁunt ap to who was responsible for
EhAE murder &nd 88 Lo whethar or not those reaEnnsiqu will be
E:nugnt s ig;t o,

Patricio ortiz Maldonadeo was a Guatemalan emploves of an
Anarican company holding an AID contract for work with the
Guatemalan Ministry o% Education on a pilot bilingual education
project., Ee traveled to the small rural town of Ixtahuacan,
Huehuetenango, on February B, 1983, on official project-related
business. THat afternoen, . he presented himself at the military
post in Ixtahuacan to identify himself and his reascn for being
in the area. The following morning, he, along with two
Ministry of Bducation counterpart employees and tha mother of
one of thenm, left Ixtahuacan to go to Colotenango,
Huehuetsnango. They were reportedly stopped at 6:00 a.w». about

two kilometers outside of Ixtahuacan at a nilitary check point
by an army pntrnl.

It has never been ulenrlr established what hnppun-d after
their car was stopped by the arny patrol and they wers seized.
According to an army press releage, they ware shot and killed
by the patrcl as they attempted to escape. They reportedly

fall into the Cuilceo Rivnrr the army pat.:nl naver recoverad
their becdies.

Sacond Lieutenant Ottoniel Fajardo Miranda was arrested in
March 1983, and charged with kidnapping in this case. He was
the officer in chargn of the unit which seized the four. On
June 29, 1983, a military court acquitted Lt. Fajardo because
of insufficient evidence. The Eighth Chamber of the Court of

Appeals of Quezaltenango, a civilian court, upheld the military
court‘s vecrdict on July 15, 1983.

There is no gquestion about the Guatemalan military's
responsibility for the deaths of Patriclo Ortiz and his
companions -- the Guatemalan Government admits it What is

uncertain is the exact clrcumstarces of the deaths of these
paople, and the involvement of the Guatemalan military

leadarship in either the crime itself or in the cover-up. The
official version of the circumstances of the death is factually

inconsistent and represents the third revised official version,
none of which was internally consietent.

Information provided by those close to the deceased
indicate that an army patrol, heaaed by Li. Fajardo, detained
Parricio Ortiz an? hias companions, and eventually =zock them to
the military zone headgquartars in Huehuetenangoe. What exactly
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happened at the base is conjecture, though at scme poiant the
detainees were killed. Upon whone orders is. unkncwn. It
appears from the nultiple and conflicting explanations

surrcunding the disappearances that senior Guatemalan officers
have baen involved in the cover-up of the crine.

It im unlikely that anyone will be brought to justice,
becauses the Guatemalan Governmeni: conalders the cass closzed,
The Guatemalan Government, however, has taken steps.to pravent
a recurrenca of this kind of incident. In a January 5, 1984
diplomatie note, the Guatemalan Governpent pladged “with all
the zmeans in its reach t¢ guarantee the security of the
exparts, technicians -and in general of all the. persoonnel who
lend their sarvices to the (bilingual education) project.”

Qur Embassy has provided the government of Guatemala with
the namaes cf individuals involved in the project sc- that they
may be issued I.D. cards which will be recognized by the
military autherities. We understand the:goviérnment plans ta
initiate a similar program for itas own employees involved with
the project in the Ministry of Education. We have not made
this known publicly Becauge of fears-on the part of the -
Guatemalan Govarrmment that if ths document hecomes known to. the
guerrillas, they might-assassinate an AID-related emplcoyae in
ordar to erxbarrass the government of Guatemala and furthur
danmage relations betwecn that government and the United States.

Recent events raise doubts abcut the government's-ability to
implement such a program. On January 21, a regional education
supervisor under the bilingual education. project was stopped at
a military roadblock and taken to the military base. at
Huehuetsnango. He was released -the following day at ncon. On
the night of Januvary 20, armed men reportedly left that same
base and attempted to detain a first cousin to Patricio Ortiz
Maldonanda, the contract employee-killed by security forces in
February 1983. This person escaped and is now in hiding.
Whether these people were datained because of their assocation

with the bilingual education program or because of some other
reascon, is unknown.
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(3)(a) All information available to the U.S. Government
cﬂnn-ﬁninq +Fe murders of rFathar Stanlay Dother, Reverend Jame

3 rother James Miller and Mennonite missiona al Yuta
Eiuud$? {37(b} The Dapactment of Stata's ;udﬁiant as to
whethaey the Government of Guatemala has made a serious attempt
to Investigakte and bring to justica those responsible for Lhese
mUrders, and whetner civlillan of military officers were
Involved In any aspect Of the murders or in covering up thess
mrﬂer! .

Father Stanl Rother: Pather Stanley Rother, a Catholic
pPriest, was EEII#E on July 2B, 1%Hl, at his pariszh in Santiago

de Atitlan by thres unidentified assailants. At the tine of
‘his murder, there waa considerabls guerrilla activity in the
area south of Lake Atitlan. In May 1960, OFPA gusrrillasz had

briefly occcupied Santiago. Subsequently, Guatemzalan Govarnment
~ forces stepped up their cperaticna in the area.

From November 1980, Father Rother had been in contact with tha
United States Embasay in Guatemala. At firat he viewsd the
gsituaticn in Santiago as quiet. ©On January l4, 1931, however,
ha advised the Exbassy that 17 unarmed peasants had besn killaed
by soaldiers in the area, that his catechist had been abducted,
and that he had received two death threats. Daspite the dsath
threats, Father Rother said he was mors concerned for the
safety of his Indian assgistant than for hinsslf. On January
20, 1981, Father Rother advised the Enbasay of his plans to
depari Guatemala with his aseiatant, and did so on January 28.
He returnaed to Guatsmala later in the spring.

On . the night of July 28, 1% 81, threa assailanta went to Father
Rother's residence and forced the gardener to lsad them to the
priest's rooms where they shot Father Rother. Tha National
Police report of their investigation included refarence to the
victin's ransacked room and open safe. Statements ware taken
fron the gardener and a Maxican. nun who also saw the
assallants, The witnesges deascribed the three men as Ladinos

(that is, of mixed Indian and European ancestry, as cpposed to
Indians).

On August 1, 1981, three Indlana, who were acquaintances of
Father Rother, were arrested angd charged with robbery and
murder. The police atated that the arrests were based upon
statements provided by the Mexican nun., Guatemalan newspapers
reported that the three men had confessed to the crime. Doubt
persisted, however, regarding the guilt of the three man. The
Mexican nun returned tg Maxico where her order released a
=skatemant saying that the Guatemalan police had used her nane
to make false statements. The physical descriptions of the

UNCLASSIFIED

SECRET




UNCLASSIFIE

SECRET
- 15 -

assailants did not natch those of the arrested men. FRobbery in
the poor parish.wag considered an unlikely motive. The U.S.
Enbassy, which had obtained the slug and casing from the acene
0f the murder, dslivered this evidence to tha Guatemalan
Government with an offer by the FEI to assist in eramining
them, The Guatemalan Government never reguested U.S.
asgistance and no reports of the government's own findings have
aver beaen made available to the U.S. or presented to the Court.

In September 1981, the U.S. Ambassador discussed this case with
the Guatemalan Interior Minister, who stated his opinion that
the arrested men were not guilty. The Ambassador expressed
U.8. concern that there not be a miscarriage of juatice. In
Janusry 1982, the three men were found guilty ¢f murder and
condenned. to 8 years imprisconment and payment of a fine. After
the change of government in March 1982, and at the regquest of
the U.S., Axnbassador, the Chief Justice of the Guatemalan
Supreme Court agreed to review the lowar court decisien. On

May 17, 1982, an appaellate court revarsed the convicticn an-
the men were raleased.

Since- that time, tha Exbassy has made numercus raguests to tha
Guatemalan Government for the results of its iovestigation into
; the nurder ¢f Father Rother. On July 19, 1983, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs advisel the Embasay that the case is of great
concera to the government of Guatsaala and an effort was being
nade ta investigate it. The Ministry's note referrad tec the
difficulty in investigating thea case after the passage of so
much time and the fact that people who might have Tsen able to
give testimony have not come forth for fear of reprisal. The

latest communication the Exbassy received on the case was dated . _
Hove=ber 8, 1983, and provides no further information.

Elements of the Guatemalan security forces could have bean
invelved in the murder of Father Rother. Certainly., government
officials, either through ineptness or intention, failed to
provide esvidence to the Court or others investigating the

case. The arrest cof the three Indians stopped any active
investigation for more than six months. It is unlikely chat

any further informaticn will be daveloped at thi. point, more
than 30 menths after the murder.

Reverend John David Troyer: Mennonite Pastor John Darid Trot ir
was S5nNOL to death on September 14, 1931, in the villags of
Falama, Department of Chimaltenango. According to eyewitness
accounts provided by hia wife, Mary Troyer, and a Mannonite
missfonary, Cary Miller, 10 armed men attacked tha Troyer house
at abecut 2300 houwrs »n September 13. After ransacking the

houses for two hours, and burning the Mennonite mission vehiclas,
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ocne 0f the 10 men shot both Jchn Troyer and Mr., Miller with an
automatic weapon, killing the former.

Tha Enbassy requested tha government of Guatemala to

investigate Pastor Troyer's death. On June 25, 1982, the
; governmment advised the Exbasay that on January 18 Guatesmalan

sacurity forces engaged and destroyed a guerrilla unit
cperating in the area. of Tecpan and San Jose Poaquil,
Chizaltenango. Eased upon the areia in which the guerrilla
group had been operating, the weapors it had been using, and
the eyewitness accounts provided by Mary Troyer and Gary
Miller, the government of Guatemalsa is of the cpinion that it
was thia guerrilla group which killed John David Troyer.

The government explanation is plausible, as guerrilla groups
wers active in the areaa.

Brothar James Miller: James Miller, a Christian Brothar, was
murdered on February 13, 1982, by three unidentified assailants
in front of his residence in Huehuetenango. The Hushuaetenango
polica report indicated that the surder was witnesged by a
number of peopls and that it was jresumed tha assajilants were
"subvarsives.” On May 31, 1982, the Embassy received a
diplomatic note in answar to earlier notem from the Embasay.
The Guatemalan Government nots atated that Erother Miller was
well known to the- authorities in Huehuetenango for his closs
collaboration with personnel of the military zone, that in that
area subversive elements were physically eliminating civil and
military authorities and their collaboratars, and that Brother
Miller unfortunately was one of their victizs. The Embassy
reiterated its interest in this case most recently to the
Ministry of Interior on Octoher 13, 1983, but a response of
November 14 provided no further information.

It is difficult to determine who ia responsible for Brother
Miller's death, On the cne hand the Christian Brothers had
received threats, presumably froa the right, for operating an
Indian school., On the other hand, Brother Miller, who had
departed from Hicaragua after the Sandinistas came to power,
was rumored to have maintained ties with wealthy
"Nicaraguans~--giving reascn for the left to kill hi=n. There is
no indication in any of the information avallable to the
Embassy that any military or civilian authcrities of the
government of Guatemala have been invelved in the nurder or in
any cover~up. without a new development it is unlikely that
there will be any further progress in the investigation of this
case. The Embassy meintained close contact with church
sources, who initially indicated they had leads in the case
and, in one instance, thoucht thay might know who was
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responsibler nonethaless, thase socurces never provided that
information to the Embasay, although the Embassy said it wculd
bring that information to the attention of the government.

Eal ¥utah Cloudst The boady of Velt Mikclas Stoachack, also
own &8 Ea tah Clouds, was found on October 11, 1280, in

Antigqua, Guatemala, The autcpsy report states that death was
dus ta traumatic zshock and fracture of the skull,

Mr. Btoacheck had. heen working ia the village of San Joae
Poaquil, Chimaltenango since shortly after the 1978
sarthquake. Mzr. Stoscheck was not a Mennonite miasionary.

He was last seen in the town of Chimaltenango on October 10,
whers he was giving a class on agronomy under the muspices of a
private volupntary organization, World Neighbora. Although
thers were third-hand reports that Mr. Stocacheck was forced
into - a vehicle one block away from-the main square of-

Chigaltenango by severzl armed men, anc witnesses evar came
forwarad.

The Embassy has brought this case to the attention of the
Guatemalan Government on many occaszions since Cctober 1530,

most recently on October 13, 1983. The lateat reponss of the
govarment, dated Novenber 14, 1983;- - contains no information
which would lead to’ those reaponsible for Mr. Stoscheck's dsath.

It 1s unlikely the Guatemalan authorities will be able to
develop any information regarding this case. Despite
unverified reports: that government security forces wera
involved in Mr. Stoscheck's nurder, there is no evidence which
supperts the stpposition that the government of Guatemala was
involved., Similarly, we have .no information which would
indicate an effort by any military or civilian authoritiea to
enver~up the facts or circumstances of Mr. Stoscheck's death.
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{4) All information available to the U.S, Government which
would inafqagt that the officials of tha Government of
uztamala have bDesn or. are now engaged

Gustema, in, have ordered, or
have otherwise been jnvclved in murdering or kidn.pping any

naividual or group of fndividuals 1n Cuatemala.

As noted in the Department's 1983 Human Rights Report on
Guatamala, elements oI the Guatemplan gsecurity forces have haen
responaible f£or & number of deaths and disappearances. In the
case of Patricic Ortiz Maldonado, an A.I.D. contract enployes
who was killed in February 1983, the Guatemalan Government has
admitted its reaponsibility. Becuriiy forces for a long time
have datained persons without due process for questicning about
their alleged involvement in guerrilla activities, although’
Ehey have officially denied doing so. A numbar of cases
processad b{ the Spacial Céurta are examples. Excapt in casex
where. guerrilla forces admit responaibility for a disappearance
or execution, cne can only spsculate about who was responaible
for any particular act of viclehce or what was their motive.

Although the Guatemalapn Government has frequectly denied
that any of their security forces have heen involved in such
acts, koth the Rica Montt Government and: that of General Meijia
have -taken action agalnst some security force parscnnal
allegedly involved in coriminal activity, Under Rios Montt,
approximately 270 policemen were removed from office, tried and
convicted in criminal courts for crimes ranging from murder to
extortion. Among thesa was FRoberto Cruz Gudiel, head of
Guatemala's INTERPOL saction, who was arrested for murder.

Before a vairdict could be reached, he was found hanged in his
prison call.

Under General Mejia, some 125 policeman havé heen removed
frow cffice and turned over to the courts for legal action. Om
Januvary 5, 1584, Guatemalan newapapers reported that the
government had arrestad two membars of the National Police for
kidnapping and murder, and that thres military policemen were
arrestad for =—ommitting a serias of robberies and assaults in
tha Department of Escuintla. The articles stated that the
three ware invelved with a bhand of civilian ecriminaels. Tha
civilians reportedly were arraigned bafore a ragular criminal

court, wnile military authorities brought the three zen to thae
capital to face a military court™

Intelligence information indicates that Seneral Mejia has
taken action to reign in the Presidential Intelligence Service
which long has been accused of involvement in kidnappings and
nurders, Officers reportedly have taken stiffer action against
parsonnel who exceed their authority and use excessive
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viclence. Some low-level employeet have been arrested for
thelr involvement in criminal acta. Events like the abduction
of a patient from his heospital bed on January 31 by individuals
believed to be assoclated with the security forces raise
serious concerns about the ability or willingnrss of elements
of the security forces to carry out directives isgued by

Majia. It remains to be seen how wffactive thess actions will

be in changing the overall modus operandi of the security
fﬂrﬂ‘ -

1)
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(8) A lisk of all cases of murder, kidnapping or
disappearance, With the Clrcumstalces and alEE!mI
in EEnntInnu since AUGUSL O EEE&, whnich have cone to k..e
attantion of U.S, officials |

thronghh the Guatemalan roeas or
tErcuEE othar neans.,

This is a partial list based largely cn public reports.
* While an effort has basn made to oxclude cbviously criminal
activiey, most of these incidents cannot be attributed with
certalinty to political as opposed to criminal or personal
I notives. Even when political motives are suspected it is
| difficult in most cases to deternine with certainty if the
1 actions were perpetrated by groups of the right, lelit or
elements associated with or withim tha government.

Augqust 1983 s Lo -

Soldiers KIA: 17
Civil Dafense KIA:'S . 5
Guarrillas KIA: 50 '

1va

8/08 One weather technician killed by guerrillas that
attacked and destroyed-GOG weather station near the
Usmacinta River, La.Libertad; El  -Peten; -

8/09 Body of female blindfolded, stabbed, and decapitated,
found on road to Puerto San Jose, Esculntla.

a/10Q Bodies of male and female, tertured and chot, found on
i the Atlantic Highway, Palencia, Guatemala

8/12 Agronomist Jorga Alberto Rosales Paz kidnapped by
armed men in Lo de Pinto, Teculutan, Zacapa.

a8/13 Two bodles, tortured and shot, found in the Nahualate
River, Chicacac, Suchitepequez.

8/13 Two bodies, naked, tortured and shot, found in the
, Siguacan River, Rio Bravo, Suchitepequez.

| g8/14 Julia Lowanthal Arcevuz found beaten and shot. He was
the son of & well known businesgman and conservative

political figure. Victim had been kidnapped by

laftist subversive group {(PGT) on June 29, 1583.

8/14 Cuerrilla group tock cver finca near HMazatenango,

Suchlitepequez, Held rally and killed the owner's
chauf feur.
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g% i Bodies of three mtlnimageﬁ 30, ko 35; tortured: and
.7 ahot, found in: Pan. ANerdcas: Highway) Skn Bartolome
; Milpas Altas, sau&tanuqum :

. 8/1% °  Body of & HOrkey of- the. *naari'nnnl censtery with saeveral
_ bullet wounds folnd on: thur nutukirt: of Guatemala f:it;.r.

£/18 Male, nn-..hina-gunmtﬁs #rm :mi*n-; vehicle ak nicht in a
downitown anutiﬂn nf ﬁuﬁt!mwuln E.‘Lt:r.

- rafly Ihdustrialiet t.ui‘aq Eﬁippaﬂalanzum* kiﬂnup;pm‘,’:,.hy the
; Communist PAT-.on’Jume: 295 X983y wah: ;Hiauﬂﬁ;m:n&d
: after ra.nm:rm-wa# ﬁﬁd—'u 5 e ; :
Ly BT R A =
g 20 Sequrity gua:m:* uf ﬂfﬁ: E‘ﬂ"‘ﬂ&&iﬁtwﬂuﬁgu niil
oS nachine—pmbed. ir GoAtensia- S1ty, saphdeedly by twor
young guerrillam: thes. stolacx mhquagq :h::-tgun and:-&
« 38 cnlih#ﬁ rﬂq:l.u'e:. g .

S
'.". L] o ---.'l

'.ﬂrn:urenl a::mud men- in.

8f20. _ Finca worker. *i‘-: u.g e
i ‘g\inrm E¥ B&lumm La

“vehicles from- :Lﬂ.[’h“
Lo ' Rafarua. San- Hm-:m:

. B2 Body nikeds. ba&hmﬁn& atfa:ng*leﬂ, f:hm from &
G, . veliclelat. nfﬁﬁ‘ fﬂﬂiﬂﬂ ﬂw?,::t

" gz Bodies of twa: Iﬁﬁw' tortured and shot, found on a
rural road of: Gﬂim‘!:%n&ngm E&ctimaquen. A

8/26 | Taxi:. drivex Ei‘ﬂnﬁpgmi with w&hi:ln by mgniirm with
ma.ﬂhin&. gpms k. night: :i-.n mtﬁmiuﬂ? ;uﬂl.altnnangn

8/28  Three bodies with hands. and: feet’ tied, strangled and
i with bullet wm::&i fuund. oR; rnad. to Balama, Baja
varapaz. '

8/29 Finca owner and member of well known Guatamalan family

| shot by arwed mer, on road tc his finca in Yepocapa,
i Chimaltenango.

8430 Body of Elfidio Gonzalez, poet and song writer,
. tortured and with eight bullet wounds, found on
‘ ' outakirts of Guatemala City.
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9/01

.. 802

9/08

8/02

Soldisrs EIAs 21
Civil Defense KIA: 2
Guerrillas KlIA: BG

National policenman naﬁhiﬁdﬁgnnned at night near
downtown Guatemala City by men who stole hls revolver.

Three menbers- of & peasani. family Eidnuppud by armed
man in olive green uniforns at night from their home
in San Pablo, San Marcos..

Three nembers of .a. peasani iamilr, inuluding a ls

year-cold girl; kidnapped Ly severzl men with machine
guns and their faces covered in Madronales Village,
Qcos, San H&:ﬂﬂt-

Disappearance of a caun#alnf of the Hunicipality ut
San Lucas Tﬂiiman

Five bodiaam fhunﬂhwith marhs ni torture and reveral
bullet wounds oo rﬂndsidu bntwean antun and Flores,
El Patan. : .

Three bodies. i,ia;:mmﬂﬂf ntahhad. and. shot in the
Department "of Tbtnntépan.

Member of a cimiI=45£§n§n-patﬁc1 kidnapped by men with
machine guna in i white van in Eacuintla.

Two bodies with their hands and feet tied, found in
Naranjo River,  Pajapita, San Marcoa.

e ; }
Peagant kidnapped. by armed men in olive green in El

Coba Village, Flores, El Peten.

Guetavo Adolfo Meza Scberanis, M.D.., kldnapped by
armed men in station wacons irn Guatemala City.

Marceo Antonio Ouinocher Plores, 2 law student at San-
Carlos Univeraity, kidnapped at night from his hoze in

amatitlan, Guatemala, by men with machine guns who had
their faces covered.

Warkar at Finca FPillipinas in E1l Tumbador, San Marcos
disappearaed, poasibly kidnapped.
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BEody of & paked female found heatea in El Campanero, a
hgﬂﬂiqﬁw#unqiqpnpnt~nn the cutgkirts of Guatemala City.

Jhﬁﬁtfh“utthﬁﬁhi::nin. a student at San Carlas

Uniiversity, kidhapped by arzed men in station wagons
in Eﬂate'hail Ciky. ¥

Two bodies, nale andt female, found naked and beaten in

El fanpanero, & housing Ssvelcpment on the cutskirtas
of Guatemala City.

Luis Rene Juarez Villela, lawyer and former professor
at San Carlos University, kidnapped on road to Villa
Canales-Village near Guatemala City by an unknown

armed group. Twenty days later he vas relensed
unharmed. :

Celeate Mejia Victores, sister of the Chief of State,
kidnapped by the gusr+illa group Febel Azeed Forces
(FAR) in Guatamala Clty. GChe was released on OChober
26 after the government allowed publication of a FAR
zanifasto 4in the Guatemalan media.

Salvador Valdes Iﬁjur&n. university student, ashot by a
group of armad men 1a Tiquisate, Esculintla,

Two burned bodies of finca workers hlind:nlﬂld. hands
tled, wlth several bullest wounds found at Finca
Mirandilla, Santa Lucia Cotzumalguapa, Esculntla.

Juse Pajarito, wall koown rative “eader,

coope
kidnapped from hia ocffice in Chimaltenango by men in
unifora.

Father and son, workers in a government institution,

kidnapped by men with machine guns in Malacatan, San
Marcos. '

Maoizes Ramirez Parez;~a achool teachar, kidnapped hf
armed men in & parking lot in downtown Guatemala City.

Three bodles, two males and cone famale, dizscovered
beaten and tortured in El Canpanero, a hcuising
development in the outskircs of Guatemala City.

Body. with hands and feet tied ard several bullet
wounds, thrown from moviog vehicla on road %2 Mvaenuc,

Guatemala.
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SECRET



9/17

9/18
9/19

9/20

9/20

9/20

T
iy 44

9/21

9/21
9/21

9/22

9/22
9/22
9/23

9/23

e e ——— e —— e

UNCLASSIFIED

SECRET
—r—

Body of Efrain Avales Gonzalex, kidnapped three days

before, was found in Guinagazapa, Escuintla wi.n
several bullet wounds.

Hadr found stabbed in El Campanerc, a housing
develcpment in the outaitirts of Guatamala City.

Two bodies found heaten and shot outaide Guanagaszapa,
Escuintla.

Hactor Jimenez Martines, mechanic, kidnapped by four

armed man in a blue station uiqun from hi: :hﬂp in
Guatemala City. '

Body with six bullet wounds found in a Itrilt ni ﬁhl
El Campanero housing dnwnlnpllnt.

Military icexan shot at night br arzed man 1in
Cuyuta Village, Masagna, Escuintla.

Police officer killsd shen eight gu-irilll- attacked
the police station in fan Antenio, snﬁhittrﬁ!ﬂql. with
nachine quns and hand ¢renades.

Efrain Moreno Tax kidneapped by nr-d aan in Guatemala
city.

Guadalupe FPeres Lara kidnapped by arned man in Niriam
Village, Santa Lucia Cotzunalgquapa, Escuintla.

Jose Rodolfo Ftr-i kidnapped by armed san ia vehicles

at night from his hoze in a finca near Tiquisate,
Escuintla.

Gilberto ODzaeta kidnapped by armed pen in Hueva
Concepcion, Escuintla.

Alberto Pelanz kidnappnd by arned men 1~ Patulyl,.
Suchitapequec.

Body discovered beaten and shot on road to Villa
Canalem=, a town near Guatesmala Clty.

NMational policeman and a civilian killed when

guerrillas attacked a police station on the cutskizta
of Guatemala City.

.
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/23 Bedy found strangled amd shot in the head on roadside
near Guanagazapa, Efcuintla.

=

- 9f24 Armando Saenz kidnapped liy men araed with machine guns
from his home in Eacuintla.

9725 Body - found with several hullet wounds on roadside near

Villa Camales, a town neity Guatemala City.

9/25 One man killed and his two scns (22 and 20 years of
age) kidnapped by six zen that attacked their home
with machine -guns and hand grenadss in Finca La
Esperanza, Santa Lucis Em::mlm:pl. E:-:ulnth.

9/25% Silvia Elizabeth Gnmnulnn alvnrn:. a tﬂldh-r.

kiduaypnﬂ by n:nud-n-n iu a uhlt- van iﬂwﬁﬂlhl‘lll
City. '

9/26 Vida Gomes, construction worksr, and his two sons (23

and 17 years of age) kidnapped from their home oa the
cutekirts of Guatemala City by arned men in a vehicle.

9/26 Four members of a rural hﬁir 'HW 4t anighttime
. from their homs ina Bnthirlnl. Blntl Rosa, by arsed man.

9/27 Ag:ir:uli:ural workex “iﬂumm t:nl his hone in Niriam
v

llage, Santa Lucia Cotrzumalguapa., Escuintla, by
armed mnen.

9/27 Agricultural worker, his wifs and son (11 yeara old)
kidnapped by armed men from his home in Santa Lucia
Cotzumalguapa, Escuiatla.

/29 Member of tha civil defenme patrol of Chichicastanango

killed by armed mer in the cutskirts of Guatesmala City.

9/29 Three agricultural worksrs kidoapped by arasd men in
San Juan Oatuncalco, Quezaltenango.

9/30 Sevaral persona (3 cmales, I females and 2 youths)

kidnapped by sixty armsd men in trucks in La Blanca
agrarian development, Ocos, San Marcos.
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10/7

10/7

10/8

10/11
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Jetober 1583

Two young males machine-gunned from another moving
vehicle while driving thair own car in Guatemala City.

Alfonso Flgerca Lopex kidnapped. from his home in

Guatemala City by arzed men in a vehicle that had its
license platea covered,

Two Indians kidnapped by men in oclive green uniforms
in Rio Frio village, San Cristcbal, Alta Verapax,

Hilario Rasguay and Klberto Rasguay Quispal, members
of the Popular Organized FPront, a political party in
formation, kidnapped by armed men in Palin, Escuintla.

Two Indians kidnepped hrfnrntd man in the bus terminal
of Coban, Alta Varapar.

Civil defense patrols exscuted fourteen peasants who
refused to serve as patrolmen, in Chijtinimict,
Ehidhicastﬂnnngn, El Quichae. R

Julieta Sanchez Castillo, employed in an AlD-related
project,. and her daughter Eiﬂdaﬂ Barrios Sanchex
kidnapped by men iz civilfan- clothes in Guatezala
City. The bodies of Sanchez Castillo and her daughter

found nt.:cuniang car accident on road near Pajapita,
San Marcos on. November 12.

Pedro Julio Gareia, well known journalist and Director
of Prensa Libre, cne cf the largest newspapsrs in the
country, kidnapped by the Guatamalan Communist Party
(PGT). He waa released on Cctober 12 after a ransom

paid and a PGT manifest.. printed in local and foreign
nawspapers.

Fobert Rosemberqg, well known busineseman, kidnapped in
Guatemala City. His body was found days later on the

outskirts of Guatemala City with several bullet wounds
and with his hands tied behind his back.

Oscar Erick Estrada kidnapped from his home by armed
men in two vehicles in Guatemala City.

Faur persons, three palas and one female; kidnapped at

night from thair huma: in Guatemala City by armed men
in vehicles.

UNCLASSIFIED
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10/14
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10/15

10/15

10/19

10/19
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Body found blindfolded and with several bullet wounds

in El Campanero housing development on the outsekircts
of Guatemala City.

Body of the young daughter of a Hational Police Chief
found . tortured, strangled and with s.averal bullat
wounds, in Guatemala City.

Guarrillas take over a finca in Pajapita, San Marcos,
killed two workers and burned the buildings.

Cacilio Luis and Juan Crtega, bilingual promotors,
kidnapped in San . -Juan Ostuncalco, Qﬂt:ﬁltennngn.

Body found, ;u:tnredwand stabbed, with the letters

“FAR~QRPA" H:itt¢n on hi: iacn. near ﬂhiquiuulilll.
Santa Rosa. :

Three persons disappeared, possibly kidnappaﬂ. in
diffesrent ltﬂt;ﬂn: of Quezaltenango.

’ ) 4 o )
Two brothers.kidnapped by arzmed men in La Avellana
village, Taxieco, Santo Rosa.

Two persons machine-gunned in downtown Guatemala City

by men in a white van. Subversive leafleta found naar
the bodies,

Body found ten-miles from Guatemala City on the
Atlantic Highway with hands and feet tied, tortured,
and with several bullet wounds.

Jose Felipe Ralac Xiloj, AID linguist, and his wife
kidnapped by armed men in Guatemala City. The body of
Falipe Ralac found inside a burning vehizle on a road
near Pajapita, San Marccs on NHovember 12, 1983,
Whersabouts of wife remaina unknown.

Body of a f:mﬁla.'tﬂrtqrtdr':trlnqlnd, an” with
saveral bullet wounds, found in San Juan River near
Palencia, a town fifteen nlles from Guatemala City.

Jorge Augusto Velasquez kidnapped by six armed men in
Quezaltenango.

Eaudilic Gonzalez kidnapped by men with rifles in San
Andres Chicaj, Baja Verapar,

UNCLASSIFIED
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10/28

10/28

10/28

_UNCL@%ELED

p finca owner killed while driving his car by armed
Aen on & road neag Patulal, Such.

Body with ii?nrﬂl"ﬁﬂllﬁ;._mndn=th:uwn~ from a moving
vehicle: on tha- dtt.tﬂkir-fnfaf Gaatenala. City.

Body found ducapitntu&:nnd with: several bullst wounds,
on road to Ermva.dqm ten nilas from Quatenala Clity.

T™wo. bodlies foung: with . tht hm;!m and. faet tied,
mutilated. and statibed;. On. road: o San- Juan
Sacatepaques; nind. nilew £=:nh lmg,tlma:h City.

Cesac. Peres. R&nﬂ:@'aﬁ;{qﬂihutui*ﬂn!kn:. "kidnapped in
San Rafael FPie de:lx ‘Cusgha, ‘SBhix Marcos, by armed men
with & list of’ nhmﬂat_uhﬂfwnﬁnrtrarpling in & truck.

AlLfredo: Cow. R&mtra#i,&gxfuﬂasu::i workes, ‘idnepped in
Ocosy San Marcos Dy -asmed - man with:a 1is£ of namesn,
who werse tnﬂlin& i:n A t::uﬂ: i
Fla:entlnu -Imm Ibphn &aﬂﬁﬂ.mu worker,
kidnapped in, ﬂﬂ?ﬁ?ﬁ ﬁgm Harr:aq Ey ¥rmed. men with a list

. of naness .

Bod fuﬁnd ﬂtﬂuﬂm l# Hhttmﬂh‘~ m Finca
g:rg;nas néﬁiw ai&a- ten*nila& from Guatenala
T -

nfmia Eau dﬂ:ﬁa:ﬂn u.n,, wnunﬂad :.mi kidnapped by
armed mén while a:iviﬁg {n car-in’ u::hmltnnangﬁ. He
is p:uumﬁ dend, .
Body- found. :tabhed .und with several bullet wounds, at
Fimlt Los Carritos, Eszculntla.

Body of Antonio Valladares found beaten and with
pullet wounds, neax Ta:isca. Santa Rosa.

Two bodies of peasants, stabbed and with signs of
terture, found in the Atlantic Highway, fifteen miles
from Guatemala Clty.

Fafasl Ovallas Luna, M.D., kidnapped by armed men in
Guatemala City. He was released on Hovember 4,
supposedly aftsr rancom was opald.
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'Body of Rolando Orantes, weterinarian, found tortured

and with several bullet wounds, in Guatemala City.

One  perszon machine-gunned and his companion kidnapped
by arned men in two vehiclas in Guatemala Clty.

Romelia Tuch, a student, kidnapped by two men and a

woman in a jeep without licemse plates in Totonicapan.

Oncar Leonel Velasgques, mechanig, kiﬂnnpptd-hi arned
mean in Guatemala City. '

Two bodies found tortured, with bullet wounds, and
with a. letter M mada with razor blades in thelr backs,
near Chinautla, a town ter miles from Guatsmala City.

Body found tortured and with bullet wounds, on
Atlantic Highway, flifte-1 ziles from Guatsmala City.

Threas pirﬂunl machina=-gunned while driving n'pidt-up
truck on: road; near La Blanca agrarian developmant,
Ocos, San Marcos; by men that laft a note saying:

"this is revolutionary justice - PGT (Guatemala
Coumunist Party).”

Two perzcns kidnapped in downtown Guatemala City, y
men with machine guns in a yellow vehicle.

Ruben Quevedo, agricultural worker, kidnapped from his
home 1rtﬂhiquiuulllln, Santa Rosa, by armed men. His

body with bullet wounds found in a nearby finca two
days later,.

Franeisco Chinchilla, agricultural worker, wounded and
kidnapped by armed men from his home in Chiguimulilla,

Santa Rosa. His body wasz found next day in same area
with seaveral bullet wounds. .

Ricardo Bolovito Gonzalezr and Juan Chacon Tuche,
workers of the El Salto Sugar Mill and members of the
Popular Organized Front, a political party. kidnapped
£rom thelr homes near the sugar mill in Escuintla by
men Armed with machine guns Iin 3 whitc wvan.
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Cacilio Telax Coj, secretary of the Organization of
the Workers: Union of the Finca Santa Rosa Zumatan, in
Yepocapa, Chimaltenange, kidnapped by armed men ‘n a
car in Santa Lucia Cotrumalguapa, Escuintla.

Body of Father Augusto PRamires Montesrroso found beaten

and machine-gunned on the freeway on the outskirts cf
Guatemala City.

Machine-gunnsd body found in a residential area in
Guatemala City.

Bady of agricultural worksr, shot five times, frund in
La Maquina agrarian development, Suchitepeaguas.

Cacar Gomes. Cajulunm,. ﬂn?lﬂ?t; of ﬁh-'fnnltfc‘ﬂnttii

Co. of Coyutenango, Suchitepesquax, kidnapped by armed
OEIls i ¥ ; oy

Body of Guillearmo Eubn:-ﬁbtrih iuund'ﬁith several
bullet wounds and hands tied, irnaide a hu:ntnﬂ vahicle
on the cutakirta of Gﬂltnllll City. - <

Thres bodies. £ound nakiﬂ nnd dtttpittttd. near Maria
Landa River. Eunnngu:npl. Elnuintln.

Miguel Sclom kidnapped by 1:?1:11 nen 1n cl?llinn
clothes in Guatamala City.

Guillerme Galves Santos kidnapped by arzed men in
Antigua Guat&u&la. En:atup-qu-t.

ciprianu Guerra, a Hational Fﬂli:i :nlnnnl. and four

companions, kidnapped by arzmed mpen while driving a
vahicle in Cuilapa, Santa Poza. g

Body with seversl bullet wounds found on road to El
Salvador, near Barberena, Santa Rosa.

Delia Garcia, wife of National Police Coclonel Cipriano
Guarra, kidnapped by arged men from her home in
Guatemala City.

Body found strangled and with several bullet wounds
inside a vehicle near Mixco, 3 town Dear SGuatexala
City.
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?E;LJIS Herminio Edelfc Ramos Perexm, lingu.it in an AID

B project, kidnapped by armed men in labrican,
e Quezaltenango.

11/15 Carlos BEugenio de Lecn "udieal, economist and

profesassr, kidnapped Ly armed men in docwntown
Guatemala City.

? 11/16 i Ministry of Health employes shot by armed men that

brokxe into his home in E1l Tumbadoer, 5an Marcos, and
then fled in vehiclas.

.+ 11717 A perscn machine—gqunned in one of the housing
: developments on the cutskirts of Guatemala Cicy.

; iifl? Maura de Lecn Cifuentes, Deputy Mayor of El Clelo

; _ village, El Tunbador, Sam Marcos, dragged out of his
ﬁ: home and shot in front of his family.

Alma Rosa Gudiel kidnapped by armed men’ th dnqg-d
her cut ¢f her home at night it one of tha new housing
developments on the cutakirts of Guatemala City.

Edgar Salguera Guillen ki&nnpp-d'hr arned men in a
white plck=-up truck in Coatepeque, (uezaltsnango.

Body found beaten and with sevaral bullet wounds on
the Pacific "~ i:ghway eight niles from Guatemala City.

Viector Davila, owner of a used car lot, machine-gunned
in Guatemala City and his brother Armande kidnapped.
Armando's body was found with several bullet wounds
five days later near Escuintla.

Body of Francisco Perez Loper found stabbed and withd sl o
geveral bullet wounds near Metacalpa River, Halnclt;n.
San Marccs.

Joses Miranda CGonzalez dragged out of his home in EL
Recuerdo Village, La Reforma, San Marcos. by arned men
that shot him in front of his family

%ﬁ.@r

ﬂ?

Luis Felipe Castillo, administrator of Placa
fsperancita, in San Andres Villa Seca, kidnapped froa
the finca by armed men in a Ttlack pieck=ep truck.
Family believes this is a case ¢f extcrtion.

BTN
‘ =lgnr
[
H
S,
[ -]
L8

e

]
]
N

SECRET

UNCLASSIFIED

L e
i S e




. UNCI4SSIFIED

Toribic Rodaa. E;ntﬁl. besten and kidnapped from his

;- home in Ratalhuleu, by armed men in olive green
*and forms.,

[

T
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Ly __': e & ._l- = 3

- Déuglas Perez: Rivas, a high school student, kidnapped
by men with mnﬂhthn guns in Retalhuleu.

Hoel Enndhndui lgricultuxnl worker, kidnapped from hia
home - ify ana.' Bl Salto, Escuintla by armed =man.

H;;ilfii' Lacnal cl:rillu Heaves, Tformer rector of San Carlos

~ =i University and current sacretary of the School of
o Pharmacy., shot cn the University campus in Guatemala
g City by twa young: men that fled on a motorcyecle.
s - . Family members blamed tim guerrillas.

f:*l;ﬁzs Poberto Sandoval Dubon kidnapped by armed men in
o TR downtown Guatemala City. Ee was released after having
beaen. severely beaten.

: 51?25 Two deputy'chiefa’ of the National Police kidnapped in
N the Deapartment of Santa Rosa.

: hﬁzﬂ - A'pan, possibly a guerrilla, killed ia a shootout with
'gifzﬂj.- armed men in a yehicle in Guatemala City. )

Ebldiiri LIA: 73
3 Civil .Defense KIA: 3
En&fiill: KIks 38

Jose Luis Lopexz Balan and Miguel Gomez, labor leadera
of Pantaleson. Sugar Mill Hh:tn:l Unicns in Santa Lucia -
Cotzumalguapa, Esculntla, kidnapped.

Sebastian Gongalez Tinlguer, employee of a transporta=
tion company, kidnapped from his home in the out-
skirts of Guatemala City by armed men in two vehicles.

Jose Ramiro Estrada Lapez and Salwvador Hnrttnn:
Granmaije kidnapped in Guatemanla City. ok

Robelio Roan Bonilla kidnapped in Nuevo 2rcogreso, San
Marcod. .

Luis Pack Tumax kidnapped from his home in
Quezaltenangd Ly Ren with machine guns,

UNCLASSIFIED
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. Julic. Rena Gudiel kidnapped by three men in' .:r;:t.:l.a.p-:.

Carlos Penagos Arrecis, labor lawyer, and his

assistant kidnapped from his office in downtown

Guatsmala City. The lawyer‘s wehicle found days later
near Guatemala City.

Pedro Lorrenzo Loper kidnapped near Concepcion
Chirquirichpa, Quezaltenango by men with =machine guas,

Dina: Argentina Miranda Oztiz, high school atudent,

kidnapped by armed zen in a rlhiﬂln in th- Cantral
Fark in Quezaltenango..

. Prudencio Mendoza Garcis, a Catholic.seminarian.. shot
bty 2 necber of Clvil Defanse Patrol. This was

" reportedly an: acocidenkt, as thdn:l-llltgldly-did not

stop vwhen reguested to do sc by ths patrol.

. Balatives glained that Harioc Florss Godinex was first

[ toctured and then kidnapped by a -111t::r cozmniseicner
in Usumatlan, Zacaga. _ :

- - e —

Julio Almszan -Murga, university student and sxecutive
of the Texaco Oil Company of Gultlllllp -hnt on a
university campus-inm Guatesmala -Clty. -

Body with tortute mArks add several bullet wounds

found in San Jose El Golfo, a town fifteen miles from
Guatemala City. )

Ruben Pinto Guerra, assassinated in Vado Mondo,
Chiquimula. Pinto Guerra was. the NHational Liberation

_Hovemant (MLN) party sscretary in the dlpn:tn'nt of
Chiquimula, -- == —--.

Bullet=riddled body of & young male found near the
town of Foptun, El Peten.

Vicente Ruiz and Pedro Martinez, evangelical pn:tutn.
kidnapped by armed men from their homes. in the
villages of La Zsperanza and Rancho Alegre in la

Litertad, El Peten. The bodies of the two were found
by government authorities in late January.

Body found tortured and with several bullet wuund:
near the town of Zacapa.
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fﬂmmﬂiﬁ Uiuniliuuﬂlzdﬁnl kidnapped by ten araed mnan

ﬁ“-=-£=dh his hone in Ean Higuel Pajafa, Pajaplta, San
. Marcoss..

TWC perapng nquhin--gunuu& from a white pick-up truck
while riﬂtng-n-nntntnrcll-ﬁn a rural road nsapr Palin,

. ﬂﬂﬂtnth-

Ibﬂl*hndillnuit§=IiHirll.hullit wounds found in the
Departzmant of Jutiapa. Twa ware found near the Agua
Blanca and the othkr two near Santa Catarina Hita.

 Owidicr Mendex and Jose Leiva, peasants, kidnapped from

their homes: in San Franciaco and La Eaperanza,

raspectively, both about ten miles. from thn city of
Flores, El Petens = 2

Two bodies, one male and one ferale, found tortured,
strangled, and with several bunllet wounds nsar San
Andres Villa Seca, Fetalhulea.

Jose Gilberto.Caballercs, an accountant, kidnapped by

E{nnd men at &4 bus stop ocn the cutakirts of Guatemala
ty. .

Two bodies found burned with torture marks and ssveral
bullet wounds, near the town of Mlaco, sevan lilll
from GCuater .la City.

T™we bodien,. muppousedly of taxi drivers, whe had baen
baaten and_ had Bullet wounds in the head, found near

the town of Santa.Catarina Pinula, tea miles froms
Guatanala City.

Body with-the hands tied, torture marks and saveral
bullet wounds, found near Coatepeque, Quazaltenango.

Seferino Cuco Cifuentes, agricultural worker,
kidnapped by arzed men in olive green uniforms from

his home in Finca Concepcion Candelaria, La Reforma,
San Marcos

Romulo Ramirez Lima and six other pecple reportedly
abducted by G0G =mecurity forces.

Haticnal Police Captain Manuel de los Reyes derranc
Cans kidnapped.
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£3 1,~Bﬁar}l_'g of. & taxi. d:im foun}' shot in the head, near the
a% “towm of: Syntas Catirdina . Pingla, ten niles from
wime:ﬁw. -

"-,ﬂ. a ﬂ

"x.'_iée# {tmuugir J!hu&r? 16, 1984)

'- Eﬁdﬁh fﬂuﬁ& nutilu.tu&, stranglaed and burned on the
%mm: of duatenala City.

Threae. bodies of taxi drivers found wth sevaral bullat
wounds, near the town of Santa Catarina Piznula, ten
miles from Quatamala City.

 Three-perzens kidnappad #vcz their homes in Retalbuleu
by armed: map.  Two of the victixs identified as Jorge
-« Herallew and: Euriﬂ Rhldl Ramos,

Efru'ln Vargas- ki:ﬁnu by sight men armed with
T mickine-gons -wha: hh:- - into his home in Bl Gran Canon,
; Hn:a.].mh Izabal. .

250 S .J'a::-;e c.:ncme: Cordova rachine-gunned by two wen on a
mtﬁrm!w il.::th Quatemala City.

‘Former captain of the National Polics and his driver
asgagssinated on-the cutskirts of Guatsmala City.

i~ Gherrillgs attacked four police statlons on the

© - ontakirts: of Guatenmala City with machine guns and hand
" grenadess Onea. four year=old girl xilled, and nine
policemen-and a civilian woman wounded.

Th- infarmatian contained above ias compiled from official
F Euwarnment of GCuatemala bulletins, independent naws reports,
2 ‘gyerrillx reports, and other scurces available to the U.S.
" Embasgy: in Guatemala. In most cases, kidnap victizs are still
nissing unless ctherwise indicated.
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TRBLE I
DATA ON VIOLENCE IN GUATEMALA
DISAPPEARANCES : AL DEATHS
lE%Lﬁ_i—TH B3 Lasilgﬂ__rﬂ:
.. JAM — 44 28 JAN 374 538 168
. PER - 29 1l FEB - 406 88
. MAR 217 37, 16 MAR 304 412 46
o RPR 16 4* 185 .. ADR 278 294% 90
© MRY 38 23 16 MAY 231 355 126
- . JUN 27 49 44 JUN 237 337 . 150
=3 . 44 24 20 JUL. 349 524 . 205
 AUG 65 36 . 12%w AUG, S12 240 gaw
. B 14 26 56 SEP 321 | 161 163
‘oTT 54 . 24 | 34 . .OocT ., 281 . 137 218
e 39 19 30 HOV 3ss 103 97
DEC. 9 . 26 26 . DEC 390 56 97
RON-COMBAT DEATHS COMBAT DEATHS
1&?9"35_?- 9843 1981 1982 = L1983
“374 6l JAN - 8L 164 147
- — 40 FEB - - 48
- 310 27 MAR - 102 19
—— 1g1* 40 APR - 113* 50
- 257 63 MAY - 98 63
- 298 18 JUN - 39 132
- 140 48 JUL -— 394 157
— 92 31w AUG - 148 G7%
281 59 54 SEP 40 102 109
240 48 &9 OCT 41 89 149
314 43 33 HOV 41 60 ez
3144 51 20 DEC 46 5 77

* Baginning of Riocs Montt term
*+ Mejia takes control

. Compiled from official GOG bullecins, independent news reportis,

- guerrilla reports, and other sources available to the U.S. Embassy
- in Guatenmala.
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b L?i All information available to the U.S. Covernment on the
ﬂggggg tiug; 15%31 status, right Of appeAl, and ctonditions of
acarceration o Thosa Guatem3alan cltiZens w Wars B! act to

i:§§§§ ial processes by the courts of special iurIaﬁfctinq,

e ' The Special Courts were creuted by ex-President Jose Efrain
" -Rios Montt on. July 1, 1982, by Dacrue Law 46-82, using the powars

£ contained in Article 85 of the "Funtiamental Statute of Governsment.®

{'rhis Statuta replaced the 1965 Conutitution which was annulled by
;; ‘the 'miflizary coup of March 23, 1982.)

ﬂ : The announcement of the abolition of the secrat Spescial
i Courts was made by the current Guatemalan Head of State, General

Hedia, on Auguet 13, 1983. The Special Tribunals wers lhultlh-d
i Efittiv- September 1, 1983, by Decres Law 93-83, . . :

Article Six of Dn:rnt Law 93-83 provides “that perscas who
“have besn convicted.and nmentenced . to priscn by the Epecial Courts
' mAY- appeal to the Suprenes Enurt~u£ Guatemals for a zeview cf their
¢ gentence and have it adjusted downwaxd to the “"most ign"™ sentance
ﬂptﬁ#iﬁii for the crimn nf which- thl!_ﬂlrl ﬂuntjct-d the country's

pPiﬁEl code.

: fhe priscner muat tirat pntttin ‘the Enprlnl Court for a

2 tedh:tion in sentence. The Suprems Court will accept.a .request for
{;application of the “"most benign* provision in any type of written .
;_“fhrnaz {ncluding a . latter, a telagram, or & p:ufnlllﬂnlllr Freparad
. 1égal-petition. Upri receipt of the raquest,. the Bupreme Court

" asaigns the case to a lowar court for review to .determine if the

3* - gefrtence ghould be reduced. The Suprese Court itself does not
Vi*nymak™ the cases once they have baen agssigned to a lower court.

; “.The. results of the lower qourt's review. regirding any reduction in
W . sefitence are communicated directly.to the Office of Prisons which
"_nhintaint all priannnri racordEe.

{14= In addition to a possible reduction in sentence, under the’
= grnviiinn: cf Decree Law 93-83, all prisocners .in Guatemala,

:ﬁeincludtnq those convictad by the Special Courts, are 1ltgiblq for a
! further reduction in their sentences for “gocd behavior™ while

; - incarcaeratad.

£

R - T Officials in the Judicial Branch indicate that priscners
b convicted hy the Special Courts are fsasigned to regular prisons and
¥ are not per se kept in any speclal form of confinement.

& e Thc following ig a list (az of January 17, 1984) of
¥77 =olconerd who have besn trisd, convicted, and sentenced by the
.’ Special Courts. Some have been releasad from prison. Ho firm

‘" pumbers are ava:ilable regarding the total number of persons
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Ziuprooexsed by the Special Courts (i.e.. arrested but not brought to
""Eﬂ:&ﬁ" or: tried hut found innocent). The numbers following an
> fHdtyiduals: natie-refey: to the crime of which the person was
E% dbgricted in' thome casex in which this information was available.

-

: B4bause- the {nformation was cbtained from various scurces, thers are

aﬂﬂﬁﬁli?ﬂll inconaistencies in the apellings of names. In adaition,
.. in Sdéptexber 1982 and in March 1983 a total of 15 persona were

- exacited by the Rios Montt reginze lftﬂr being convicted by the
; Ei:eni;h:l Couzts,

ﬁlip‘l- Fatrocinio

SBAYIL, BEfrain

% MEEPEZ, Celao

MEJIA, Nery Orlando

7. Erasmoe Victer .

I!: ‘REYES, Nelson Orlando (1)
oo 3 IJELLL ROSA, Candelarias (2) .

e RIMER S m, Euﬁ:u Pah. Hi
INRRETY JUARESR, annunﬂu
i ANOS, Douglas Estuardo chmE @ oo
"TEABTRILIO, Carlos Humberto ; B @ .
m LA, Euilln:m Alberto . oL

Sy '- HFE‘IHBZ; Jorge Auguito
f-EOIEAOA: ARGUETA, Axel Manola (13)

L ESTEROA MORALES, Carlos Enrique (7)
e EIRELOS QVALLE, ‘Jaime Armando

{ .7 PEGUEROA- ARENALES, Josme Eduardo (7)
i PUENTER MARTINEZ, Dora Mer wdea

;;T*G.h:a LA CASTILLO, David (7’

Nk % SOLANG, Jose Guillermo iEl

"- CTEMA, Maria del Carmen

',{ GOUZALEZ REQINCGS, Inoccente (7)

b - GEREJIEDA, Jose Francisco

. GRAMAJO RUIZ, Harculano Candelario (7)

- GRAMAIG. SANDOVAL, Carlos Auibal

- GUEREERD VELASQUEZ, Erwin Leonal
‘-‘ 'GHE’IMEEE LOPEZ, Jasl Anias (10)

f: | GUTTERREZ, Alfredo

" HERSANDEZ y HERNANDEZ, Sixto

ey hicty oA .‘LQIJ*FD. Vitalino (5}

T JGREMI CARSAMO, Franklin Rene

A JUAREZ GARCIA, Zacarias (7)

. LOPEZ CHAVEZ, Francisco Javier (7)

" LOPEZ LARA, Byron Nolberto

LOYEZ MURALES, Enrique
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ﬁ“?lﬂ f* ﬁm&; hﬁniim Bernabe

W, Josd. Antatiio
mmﬂﬂﬁ H&ri'q Lrug, (6}
.Hﬂﬂﬂﬁ&ir. . Bobrarkt: (1)
mﬂm burh {11,

e Jalis Eal&;t {1}
SECON, . Ehelio: Tarael (13}
FUEETES,. Rablb. Juventino (7)
mm“‘“ e
; 3 [ ra
,}Jﬁﬂﬂnﬁa DE' LOREZ, Maria Barnabela
m kszencia (8)
5 VALDEZ,; Prancizco Rane (1)
. VALUEZ, Francisca Rane
f* Jozge Alfrada (7}
é%rﬁ Oscar. Rene :
B0 OLIVAY  Moises
24, mﬁmﬁ Gloria- Emparanza
2 Syt :, ¢ JONS : ; TR
Ef, Rlgobherto. s I
ﬂmznr; ‘Juan de Dios: 1121 ! o e
OTZ0¥,- Michael Angel {12): . ' I
- GRANADDS , Junn Jose-{13) - T e

amm. Josa. Iizmael
E:m:, Belizario (7)
Moises (13)

DE. Tﬂﬂﬂﬂhp leii C.
=-ALFARO, Jome Miguel (10)
: Ml. Joow Migusl
gt hﬂﬂEILl, Farnans o
Iy Mzres Allcta .

%L *h- P:h. Tarasa Isabhal (l1)

; ‘"PEREZ,..Juan Antonio (11}
CARCEA, Jose Elias
s@mm ANAVISCA, Florencia de Jasus
-?m SOTO CATU, Baldemero Micolas (12)
M. TEJADA.SAENZ, Maric Alberto
*ﬁ‘Eﬂ RAMIREZ, Carlos lsrael
‘rﬁ& EAMIREZ, Oscar

-"HERNANDEZ, Alfonso Jose Maria
-VTIOES ARRQYAVE, Mario Salvador

: EEL!-DP- LUMA, Guillermo Alberto (4)

Y .
£
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iﬂmﬂ’iﬂ* ﬂlﬂa.l associations.
rfations. .

nnh.ttnnl.

_?#mmw imlhiﬂun :unvintuﬂ by the Spsciml Courts have
M’ﬁm raduotion if. thair sentence in accordance with Axticle
Decras Law 33-83. In sans cases, such as that of Graviola
mmm Martinese, the review has been complated and the sentancas

M&m oy t:hi- Special: Enu:i:t has been reduced.

*!i‘-! 'luJ"
Grliiﬂh Hu.tk

CANGS, Douglas. ¥Yatuardo

- mm, Mﬂ Hmnl.u
RRET- LORES, -ml hnh:
.- Vitalino
LHLG: UL I,y Pablo Juventino
! mm, Eégﬂ g:{tn \ o
mm* ga (Jorga) Mar
E RS (KIDS). PEERZ, Gloria
Eﬂm Jaine Moises
m.. ‘Joas .Miguel
.- 8 L.En‘:HILh; Fernando

- 7 - Farnando.’
: ‘I‘Eﬂc" F.EHIE;E.E.- Ogcar

g
i L

- mne. following individuals have challenged their convictions by the
Special Courts in the regular civil courts of Guatemala:

ALVAREZ MENDEZ, Celso

BA.E.H:IE‘P; DE LA ROEA. Candelaria
BARRERK, Victorana

BROOKS: MARTINEZ,; Graviola Ruth
CARRETO JUAREZ, Raymundo
FIGUEROA AREMALES, Jose Edwardao
JARTIA CASTILLGO, David

GOMEZ BOLANO, Jorge Guillermo

'UNCLASSIFIED
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LGRA Jose Francisca

ééé% _SANDOVAL, Carles Anibal

Rty 0] .CARCEMO, Franklin Rensa

CLOREZ. LARKy Byron.Nolberto

- “LOPEZ ‘MURALES, mﬁig:u

. LOPET: RODRIGUEZ a

MW Ey;un Boberto
DEE CID Jeremias

-"Hl.h DE LOPEZ, Maria Bermabela
:; SASKRREY VALDEZ, Francisco Rene

= .. Oacar Rene

E m'm, Moisas .

“"ﬂ:ﬂi&:ﬂx MO Helson

me FLEEE&: Juan Franclsco

- SRENZ DB TRIADA, Maria Concepceicon
51 s Marta Alicia

g - PERES, Juan Antonio
L’ﬁm Mario Albérto

o

vma ABRROYAVE, Mario Salwvador

3,,
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TR : (8) All information available to the U.8., Goverament on
?ﬁg_ﬂ%wruaut!an In Guatemalh and, in %rticﬁla:: Information

= 74~ £t threats against Of kililng Of religious workers and
Thu!fiulnigt

E Thirteen Catliolic clergy were murdered at the height of the
2-viglence which took place during the government of CGeneral Lucas
,}:ﬂtruin. 5o clargy, howaver, were xurdered during the year and one
o Half in which the fundamentalisf Protestant Gemeral Rios Montt -

.- ruled. Accusations of religious persscution during the Rlos MHontt
o Gayernment. vere limitad for the most part to the perception that

f: ‘Protestants wers receiving preferential treatment from civil and

gz wilitary officials, or that Catholisc Church property in the
Jeconflictive zones had been occupied by governeent troops. One of

02 ths najor justifications of the August 1983 coup vhich overthrew

.- Rios Montt was that in his fervemt Protastant beslief. Rics Hontt had
- Figcriminated against Catholics. Therefore, it was gensrally
_ “¢hﬁpiileﬂ that the. new government woui< =ove quickly tou restore close
e talations with the Catholic Church. Gan¥ral Mejlia, in factk, did

p'% promptly state that the government would ses that adherents of all
B faiths were treatsd egually by the state, and that the traditicnally
4 Catholic Guatamala would return to warm relations with the Church.

&
%

R S T
LAy

T

I
&

o

&

R The warn feeling betwesn the Catholic Church and atate

5. aeeaslioned by the nunmsrous professions of "faith and othexr pro-Church

g $tatenents epanating from the new Melia Government did not contiane

R urénterrupted. "e moat serious rift occurred when Father Ramires

BEY Manasterio of Ancigua was murdered on November 7 -« the first priest

g% %illed since the Lucas Government. ThHe situation was further :
W sopplicated@ by the fact that this murder took place only & faw d

T com »
- after General Medla hinmaelf had excoriated the Church for tnlitn:Ing
@ aleménts known to support guerxillas.

g The Church hi. .achy condsamed the government as responsible

.15;;£¢r the crime, although local clexgy in Antigua balisve the
i gavernment was not behind the murder and the government has

L3
ald
|

i steadfastly and emphatically denied involvement. According to some
3 -intelligence reports, extrenme right wing groups zay have been

R

_ respensible for the murder. In addition, there is alsc speculation
g - that Father Ramirez was agsassinated by the guerrillas,

-
-

. v Chief of State Mejia, accompanied by his Toreign Minister
i: and Chief of Staff, called upon the Papal Juncio to offer
|

B condolences. Nonetheleas, tha situation continued to detericrate as

. Archbishop Penados == then in Rome prior to nis investiture --
Gecried Guatsmala's sndznic violsace in the Vatican navansapar.

Government spokesmen lambasted the Blishop aas unpatrictic. The

¥ Church, in turn, blasted the spokesmen as “liazrs.”™ At this point

f  the governdant apparently declided to begin anew and the spokesnen

. publicly apclogized.
| UNCLASSIFIED
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The Department is not aware of sny reporta that membersz of

i tha ¢lergy have been threatened since the death of Father

‘“Ramirez. The Chlef of State's numerous public appearances at

. Church functiona during his tenure have signaled his supporet

b e ol o &
L . .

.. for: the Church. This has seeningly filtered down to the most
- minor officials. Catholie Church contacts report that local p
offficials grant Church officials more respect in their dealings

with them than was so during the Ric Montt Government.

Moat of the difficulty in maintaining good Church/atate
relations in Guatexzala stems from the continuing insurgency.
The most recent incident to arise concerned the Decexber 22
arrast and questioning of an American prieat; Father Haren, in
the northern Lepartment of the Peten. Father Haren serves

: . parishicners who live in th) area of a racent guerrilla attack

‘en an army patrol which resulted in the deaths of faorty

- scldiers. A scldier who searched Father Haren's pick=-up truck

said he found the fuse of a grenade in the back. The priest
: was detained, gquestioned and released into the custedy of- the
' Church. The public coverage of thea incident -~ connecting the

. 'priest with the guerrillas -- dld nuthing for thl ripptnﬁhtllnt
dt.irnﬂ.hy the government,

Similarly, a December 12 incident in Hushuetenango in which

% a Catholic seminarian was shot and killed by & Civil Defense
g pitrol when he failed to hesd a warning to stop, has hurt
-JLChﬁruh!:tatl relations, Although the Church dscried the

.killing as an "assassination,” the army apokeszan said it was
‘& accident.’ Like the Peten, Huehuetenango is a scene of much

:?r guerrilla activity.

It was pricr to both of tha:- incidents that the acting

4. apostolic Administrator of the Archdiocsse had implied

: government complicity in the disappsarance of sone five hundred

; catechists. The curren: government was alleged to be

. tasponsible. It appear: that this number was a coapilation of
dtllppaa:ancll gince unreat haightened in 1979:r the Church has
pot amplified on this statement.

Catholic Church relations with the goverament are clearly
_improving in the Depa:tnant ¢f El Quiche which was the scenes of

:;'aun- of the country's worat viclence in 1981. After several

“ priests were killed in El Quiche, the Bishop retired his

r.dpn::nuntl from the diccese, and fled to Costa Rica in 1982. He

“returned and now resides in Guatemala City. Following the
% departure of Church perscnnel from El Quiche, the army cccupied

Gv ‘AUmeTroOus vacant Church properties, using them to stora—fonnd for

L;s civie action programs, house troops, serve as headguarters,
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s:.m:l the appointnant of a new apoxtolic administrator

tht -d{ocess-in 1983, howevexr, the Church has sunt sevaral

ﬂj_‘gﬂ:l hlnt to the department. As Church personnel have

X .*5 the  army has returned sevaral properties, and has

;uuv.‘lz to réturn othars, In the msantine, the arsy asserts

:-1 t 4# it had not nmmpitd. the vacant proparties, they would
ughl’-fh ‘been destroyed by vandals.

1.,.

. After a rough start, the relations batwsen Guatemalan

H;ﬂtlltmt chorchies and the Mejia Government ars improving.

b iAYleged. tn: have benefited unjostly from prefarsntial tresataant

=Sy . the Rics Montt Governzent, the Protastant churches were
-% ﬁdﬂy criticized during the.initial daye of the Meiia

5 1“ ernment. Some Protestants also stats that numercus msabers

er‘i\m:t threatened by unknowo elsmsnts during that paricd. As a

- ‘result of this change in. the political climate, the Protestant

f',f-. c’g_g:.m-l formed a new..political uskrella organization known as

& Evangelical Churches -Coordinating Committee to defend thelr

Aterests. This new conmittee met with Cen. Mejia and was
ggpﬁrtu&w plessad with the recoption it recesived.

R 'm-r Protestant chorchas have nnp-md numarcus chapels

' "they, liks the Catholica, had closed for two years in the
] _n-nt cgonflict: They ara actively preaching the goapel
. 3t the ~ountry with littla <= if any -~ ofticial
Tassment.

e

: * Thiw does not mean that preaching the gospel in Guatesala
ﬂ without danger for ProLestants as well as Catholicas on

7. Decembar 18 two evangelical pactors were kidnapped in the Peten

i “ﬂhr preaching to a youth convantion hald in an arsa of

tmn guerrilla ac .vity. In late January the bodies of the
5 4o pPAStors wera louated by government authorities in another

. v!.l.lagu.t in the Feten closs to thea, site of their abductionm.

il =.'- :Although church oificialas bheliaeve that the government was

» respongible for the kidnappings, no conclusive evidence has

- ¢ome to light to substantiate this balief,

F
17

UNCLASSIFIED

SECRET

gl g rn )
L ;

I e




	05-01
	05-02
	05-03
	05-04
	05-05
	05-06
	05-07
	05-08
	05-09
	05-10
	05-11
	05-12
	05-13
	05-14
	05-15
	05-16
	05-17
	05-18
	05-19
	05-20
	05-21
	05-22
	05-23
	05-24
	05-25
	05-26
	05-27
	05-28
	05-29
	05-30
	05-31
	05-32
	05-33
	05-34
	05-35
	05-36
	05-37
	05-38
	05-39
	05-40
	05-41
	05-42
	05-43
	05-44
	05-45
	05-46
	05-47
	05-48
	05-49

