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I SSUE FOR DECISION 
. 

Whether to approve the at•,acbed letter traneaittin9 the 
Section 5028 report on the huaan right a aituation in Guateaala 
which baa baon requeated by the Bouse Foreig~. Affaira Coaaittee. 

SSSl!:IIITIAL FACI'ORB 

On J anuary 5 the oepartuent received a l etter dated 
Oo c e Db• r l3 ~ 1983 fro• OOnqr .. a=en Fas cell # Barne• • and Ya~ron 
r~ueetin9 that purouant to t he provi oiona o f Section S028(c) 
of the foreign A8o i atanoe Aet of 1961- the S.cretar : provide a 
r e port on the hua&n r ightl s ituation la Guateaala. The law 
et i pulatea that .~L••• we trana•it thie report to the Hi!l 
within 30 daya (i .e, , on or before February 4) we ,can not 
provide aay •aecurity aesietance• to Guatemala after that date 
until the report ia aubaltted. Security aoo i otance io d~tine4 
•.o incl\l.t. £SF, MAP, IHE'r, FHS credit , li'MS caah , and Munit ions 
Control cases. 'l'he letter &Ji''"cifically r equuta that no 
aec:urity aaaietanc:e be provided to Guateaal a until t he report 
l a tranaaitted and consultations held with t h ' Coaaittee on 
?oreign ~ffaira , but thio request is not legally binding . 

The r eport t e l l a Congreoa that while aerious hUIIIAD righto 
proble .. per• i at 1D Guata~l•~ th• gove rnment h&• taken aetion• 
to reduce thea. continued aecurity aaeiat ance i a essential to 
eupport that proceao. · 

RECOMME!lDA'tiOlll -· 
T'hftt. vr.n II OtJT()Ve th .. letter ( ::Opy At-t .. rh~A) 

502(8) rePort to Che iraan Fascell. 
.. ......... -~ · · ;~,.. ·'""-,--·· ··-·-- ·· , ....... 

Di sapprove ________________ __ 

Attache.ents r -
'l'ab 1 - lAtter to Cha irMan E·aoca.i.l wi t h report on 

right~ in Guate•ala 

tJIIGfiGRtMa 
huttaz%j' ~~ -:"" .. l Y . . . 

T•'<> l - Chairaaa f•oeell.'a leHer ot O..ce•ber H. 1a"3 
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Dealt' Mit'. Chah~1111uu 

T.helt'e ia tranamitted belt'ewith, in accolt'danca with the 
plt'ovieiona of Section 502B(c) of the FOreign Aaaiatance Act ot 
1961 •• amended, atatuenta on the human riqhta a.ituation in .. 
CuatQA1a, baaed on information ava.i1ab1e to the Departllent of 
state aa of January 31, ~ich vas requested in your 1ettax of 
Decellber 23, 1983. · 

'l'he Bonorabl.e 
Dallte B. Paacel.l, 

· 0\airman, 

. " 

Sinctn'ely, 

!/+· Lr./ /) 
w. "r~ay Bennett, w-r. 
Asaiatant Secretary 

Legialative and Intergovernm~tal Atfeira 

COmmittee on Foreiqn Affailt'a, 
House of Reprasantativaa. 

. . 
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Dear Mr. Chairman a 

There is transmitted herewith, in accordance· with the 
proYiaiona of Section 502B(c) of the Poreiqn Assistance Act of 
1g61 as amended, statements. on the human rights situation in 
Guate.ala.·based on information available to tbe· oepartmant of 
SU.te as of Januaxy 31, whic:h·.was reque.ated·,in your letter of 
December 23, 1983. 

Sineer.el.y, 

'l'he BDnorable 

• 

Gus Yatron. Chairman, 
Sul:u::ommi tt:ee on Human Right:a and 

International Organizations, 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

House of Representatives • 

Uoit<d St<t.s r.p.rtment <i St<le 
O!fire of 1'01, Priv.cy. k O...uicaUon Review 
Rev;,. Autho<ily: 11($1(0Jt11, SAW 
Dot.< t;t,j 22j'¥!> 
c... lD: 96lmlll 
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(wHh SECR.E'l''. attach&enta) 

Dear Mr. Chaoirmaur 

'l'hue ie t=auttec1 heuwi"th, in accoxdam:e with the 
provieiona of ~ctioa. S0211(·o·) of the. ~eign. Maiatanca Act of 
1!161 •• &.~~e~:~ded, sta:te!Dem,t.a. ou tho: bltl!!!n rights d tuation in 
Guate••la., be.aW. on· in't6ria~tion. av.ll.i~h .to tbe Depe.r.t.meut of 
Ste.te •• 'o.f ·Jllnuary · 31',' Whi.eh· was re~eated in your letter of 
Dtloember 23, l9a3. . . . .. .. ... ,.~ 

'J'he ·Honorable 

.. . -- - ·\f~~~ 
w. Tapley _Bengett, Jr • . 

.. ·Aile b tant Secretary 
Lagielative and Intergovernmental Affaire 

Mi<:bael D. Bezn••• Ch&irJ~aD, 
Subeoa»ittee on Western aemiephere Affairs, 

Co--.i·ttee 0%1. Pl:>rei!Jll Affair a, 
SOUae of Rapreaente.ti vea, 

WCLASSIFIED 
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GUATl~.ALA 

A. Human Riqhta Information 

l. Political/I.e<:al Situatio•! 

Guatemala b4s been ruled by n de facto military 90vernaect 
for almost two years. 'l'he present Head of State, General oscar 
Humberto Mejia Victores. Minister ot Deten.e under President 
Urain Rios Hontt, assumed po11ar on Au.qust. a. 1983 a.a the 
result of a nearly bloo<1less coup. llios Montt. 'Who biaaelt 
took office as t he result of a military coup in Mazch 1982, 'W&B 
removed because of general discontent. 'With his erratic style 
and evangelical ideas. Guatemala's senior ailitary com••ndara 
believed Rios Montt's departure was ne~assary to prevent 
~urther factionalism within. the military and to preempt a 
pos8ible coup by tbe far right. our. ..inability to provide . 
politically meaningful support to "the "Rio• Mbntt Government 
contributed indirectly to ita downfall, 

The Mejia Government has taken: a numb~ of pe•ltive ataps 
~o restore a constitutional, electoral proees• and to addreaa 
the practice of extra-legal detentionsa it suspended the 1tate 
of a l armt abolished tr.t> controve:.tal apecial courtat granted 
an amnesty: conf<rmed Constituent Aase=bly elections for July 
1, 19841 and a4nouneed that an electsd preaidant will aaauae 
office in 1985. The government further reaffirmed ita 
commitment t o democratization by continuing the procesa of 
legalizing political parties (37 political groupe are now 
~eqiaterad) and undertaking the raqiatratlon of voters. 

On January 19, 1984, the governaent pro•ulgated an 
electoral l .w which provide• the legal framewor~ for the July 
Constituent Assembly elections (the law prohibita certain 
officials of the deposed Lucaa regime froa holding office, an~ 
bana active duty military, close relatives o f the head of 
stat·a, and certain other individuals from being candidates~. 
On January 27, 1984, the Guatemalan Foreign Hiniater invited 
the countriee wi th diplomatic missions in Gualemala to send 
obaarvers to the forthcoming elections, and he indicated that 
th~ Guatemal a n Government is considering also inv iting regional 
organizations to send observers. The Constituent Assembly wi ll 
convene on or before August l to Pc9in the t oak of drafting a 
constitution and an electoral law which will serve •• t he basil 
for the prasidenti&l a nd congressional elections to follow . We 
have no indications that tne Guatemalan military ia considering 
cunning "official" candidates in the upco~ing election or is 
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e~voring any'epecifie group cr party. On the contrary, the 
removal of General Lopa:t. Puent.ea (closely aligned with the far 
right National Liber~tion Mov~~ent) as Chief of Staff ic an 
indication that the military w.ants to prevent any semblance of 
alignments with auch groups. 

Guatamala continues to fa~ a strong Marxist-Leninist 
inaurgency that has ita roots in longatanding social, 
political, and economic inequities. The·repreaaion and 
corruption exhibited by the Lu•::aa regime· (1978-82) swelled the 
guerrilla ranks, and eventually lost the government the support 
of the young officers in the alllte.ry. With the coming to 
power of Rios Montt in March 1982, the army i~lemente~ ft ~lan 
that Lucas had re~ected several years :earlier --the so-called 
•beans and rifles• policy. Central to that policy was the 
recognition that unlee~ the government addreaaa4 the social and 
economic problema confront•ng the·peasanta in the highlands and 
provided· an alternativ.c to· tJ:.• repceaaion, there wac no hope in 
gaining the loyalty of c;; .. c.eme.la',; Indian popuiation. 
Therefore, while the .. rmy stepped up ita activities against the 
guerrillas and deve:toped the. . .' civil defense forces .(taking the 
un~sual acticm of supplying Illdi~na with weapons to defend 
themaalvea), it al~o 'provided food, seed, and building 
materials to those 41sp1aeed 'by the· violence. ··concurrentl y w<! 
saw a reduction in extra-legal violence, though ' soma regional 
military commanders· have uert·ed more effort in this regard 
than others. 

Although the guerrilLa novement is essentially Guatemalan, 
it has received external support· in recent years. The army ' a 
s~ift in strategy caused the g~errillas to suffer military and 
political setback&· over the past two years. In turn, the · 
guerrillas resorted to violence againat.elementa of the Indian 
pop~lation. Despite ~overnment successes< the guerrillas 
continue to represent a serio~s threat. Since the. August 
change in government, there has been an upsurge in guerrilla 
milit•~Y and terrorist activity, both in the countryside and in 
the ci tie's. ' 

Following the March 1982 coup, the 1965 Constitution was 
abroqated and a Statute of government enacted on Apri l 2~, 
l982. This statute closely reaembles the J965 Conatitution. 
However, under the state of siege (July l982 - March 1983} and 
the state of alarm (June - Aug~st 1983) political and civil 
Uberties were reatri'cted. General Mejia lifted the atate of 
alarm and ~he current govarr.;~nt, which includ~· ~ivilian 
participation At the ministerial level , rule• by decree under 
the ~ramework provided by the April 1982 Statute. The real 
basis of s~pport of the Mejia Government ia the ailitary 
commanders council. 
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2. Observance of,Hu~an Ri~~ 

Serious ~uman rJg~ta probl•as continued in Gu~temala in 
1983. However, there haa been .a decl1>1e in the overall levels 

- of pclitic&lly related violence in 1989 ooapared to the 
ait~ation in 1982, particularly in the countryside. Simil~rly, 
t~ situation with reap~t to civil and political right• haa 
11aproved. 

With the overthrow of the Lucaa regi me · in Ha~ch 1982. the 
Guateaalan Govera11eat undertook a caapaign to aggreaaively 
pursue the guerrilla' in their cwu aaaot uariea in the 
highlands, and, at the aaae ti11e, tc ~tter control the misuae 
of force by ita own allitary. 'l'he go.vernment waa much more 
auc:oeaaful at t he fonaer than the la.tter, though the trend 
aiace March 1982 has. been· positive (see Table I attached 
following Question 6, Section D). ~ng~ ·thare are peaks 
(e.g., the summer of· 1982 ' 'Jhen the army r.etui:ned to ·the 
h '.c;hlanda ) , genenll y there baa·been a. ptogresaive reduction in 
overall violence since .l982. This trend has been lese 
noticeab le in the ~~orta of dtaa~pearanoea and kidnappinga 
th.an it has in t.he · re~.s' .o·f ·death~ · · · - ·· · 

Immedi ately after the Augua.t " change in goverlllllent there waa 
an increase in .the number of politically related civiliAn 
deaths and abduction~. The av~rage. monthly number of 
abaucti~ae under Mejia (Au~at•becember 1983) was 32 compared 
to 21 under Rioa· Montt· durin~· his last· aeven ~the as 
president (January-July· 1981)·. ror t h ia 81U18' time period, t h e 
average month~) number of non-combat (i.e., civilian) deaths is 
41 under Mejia versus 42 under Rioa Montt. Disappearances 
during the Meji a Govern:ent, however·, after nullberin~J 56 i n 
September, bave declined in eacb succeedin9 aonth, t otali ng 26 
i n Decelllber . Silllilarly, non-eomhe.t deaths were 54 ·in SepteJI))er 

l ~d 69 in october , but declined to 33 in Noveaber and 20 in 
Dece~aber. 

We caution against excessive reliance on eo-called body 
counts as a precise measurement of what 11 occurring in . 
Guatemala, as it ia impossible to record ovary incident that 
occurs . Figures collected over a period of time, uaing a 
similar collection methodology , can, however, indicate the 
general trends that are occurrin;. 

There haa b een no resolutio~ ot the abd~ctions and murders 
by Guatemalan aecur1ty forces ot several Guate~lana eaployed 
hy a contractor for a n AID financed bitl~g~~l e~uc~~to~ . 
project. Resolution o f these cases i s complicated by the 
r eluctance of the ailitary to disciple those involved in such 
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offcmses. However, the govern'ller.t of Guat.emala has 9iven us 
written assurances that they are willing to work with us to 
impl • • lent safeguards against fut\1re abuses by guaranteeing the 
pro~e·:tion of AID employees workl.ng on the bilingual education 
program. The !o!ejia Ocverlllllent., IICCording to intelligence 
reports, hae also begun to contr<•l extra-legal violence by 
ti9htening control ove1: the Presl.dential Intelligence Service 
(AGSAEMP) to prevent hllllllln rightn abuses, and by cHaciplining 
AGSAEMP personnel who have iguorud the new controls. This is 
significant because AGSAEMP had lleeA illl!Uicat.ed in a'bcl.uctiona, 
torturea, and assaaainations. Tl•• effectiveneaa of aur.b 
actions is called into question by racont reports implicatin9 
government security forces in tho.kidrepping of a patieat froa 
a hospital emer9ency room and. tho abduction of aeveral persona 
with tiea to individuals belie•.·e<t to llave been •urclered by 
government security forcee. 

' . 
Both the governments of Rioa Montt and ·Mejia have 

cooperated wt tli international and non•goviltm:~ental · 
organizations who have vieited Guatuala to :inveatiqat.e alleged 
violatidns of human. righta. Lord Colville, the ·Uait~ Nat.icca 
Human Righta Commission Special RapDOrteur, vistted Guat ... le 
in June-July 1983 and · iaaued hie report ·tn Novellbu. While 
acknowledging that basic rights had been violated. he noted the 
efforts of the Guatema1 'l.n Government t .O' ·cur.b abuses and 
concluded that there has been •marked ·taprovocent• in 1983. 

a. Inte3~ity of tbe Person 

Approximately 500 civilian• were killed in Guatemala in 
1983. It is impossible to assess responsibility for each of 
these deaths, although some were undoubtedly ~illed by 
90vernment security forces or civil defense patrols. Other 
deatha were attributable to the guerrlllaa. In addition. there 
were some 1,100 mililary and gu•rrllla co~bat casualties. 

During 1983 110re than ·300 puaons disappeared. Ag•~n. ao11• 
of these individuals were undoubtedly aeixod by government 
security forces, while others were kidnapped by guerrillas or 
by co11111ou crbdnala. Similarly, both the governcr,t and the 
insurgent• have employed torture. 

b. ~ivil and Politic~ Rights 

. Many of the infringe~ents on personal freedoms were remo~ed 
when the atate of alarm was ~.ifted ln August 1983. Public 
criticism of the government occurs. The government haa and~ 
the raatrictiona on political activity, eata~ltahed proeedur•a 
to legalize political partiea under which 37 polit1cal groupe 
have begun the proceea to be recognized officially as politic3 i 
parties. Trade unions function. Freedom ~f religion is a 
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reality, although acme tensions ou:ist b<atween the Catholic: 
Church an4 the government and beo:ween the catholic Church =d 
Protestant ~oups. 

fhe United Nations High Coaaission for Refugees (UNHCR) 
estiJ1atas there are 35,000 cUaplotced Guatemalans in UNHCR caaps 
in Mexico. The Guatemalan Government baa expressed ita etrong 
desire to cooperate in t:he volw•tary repatriation of tbeae 
refugees, and to assist in their resettlement in their village• 
of ori9in. 

Although reports of aassacr .. and ether atrocitiee 
continued in 1983, there was a steep decline in credible 
reports of goverlllllent Yiol.enc:e in the count~i4e as co•poored 
to l9&a. Some reports of maaaaarea vera fabrie&te4 or ~84 on 
inaccurate information, auCb •• the reports of aaaaacrea in 
Xoraxaj and Parraxtut, In each· of tbeaa two. caaes later 
investi9ation deterained no meaeacrea had ocurred. 

The Department's 1983 Buaan· aighta Report ·for Guateaala 
provides a more eompreheaaive·account of the buaan rights 
situation in that co1111tey, and a copy of .. that report h 
att:•c:hed. . 

B. ti.S. Government: Action in ll\IJUUl Rlqht.a Area 
. 

1. Promotion of • .3Sj>!(!t for an4 observance of Rl!!lan .tights' 

·During thv past t~es years. u.s. offlolala have stressed 
with their Guatemalan counterparts the : i~portance of huaan 
rights in American Zorelgn policy and to our relationship. For 
the moat part, our converaationa· have bean held in private, 
though, et times, we have been public abo~t our concerns. For 
exUiple • 

On January 7 1 1983, when announcing the appcoval of the 
sale of apare ~rta, the DepertDent of State stated, •,,,we 
want to aee further progr••• in Ouateaala in promoting respect 
for huun r ighta, •• • · 

On Karch 4, 1983, following the execution of six persona. 
the Departaent of State atated, •we're naturally diaturbed ·bY 
reports that those executions took place after a oecret: t"rtal. 
We've consistently etrasaed our aupport for due process and an 
opan judicial aystea,, ••. : 

on March 11, 1983, folloving reports of the disappearance 
and death of Patricio Orti& Maldonado, an AID contractor, the 
Department of State stated, ·w~ f ully expect that the 
Guataaalan Governaent will see that juatlcs il done in this 
case. We are slao seeking assurances froa the Cuateaalana that 
anyone directly or indirectly in our employ can carry out his 
duties safely in Guatc~ala,• 
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On June 20, 1983, followinq :Rioa Montt • • announcment that 
alectic-na would talca place durin•; the latter half of 1994, the 
D~part~ent of State noted that ~~1• wae • ••• a poaitive step in 
returning Guate~ILla to democrat!•: govern11ent. • 

On Juna 30, 1993, reacting t•' the impodtion of the state 
ot! alarm, the Department of Stat•• express ed the hope that "the 
decree will be tempo~ary and applied moderately in keepinq with 
the government's announced intention to innagurate today th• 
Suprema .Electoral T:dbun•l which will l:la initiating ·planning 
t or the Constituent Aasembly ele~tione.• 

In a apeech to the American ChaJal:lar ot Co111aerca ot 
Guatemala on Auguet 9, 19a3, Ambassador Chapin told hia 
audience that there vas a direct ralationehip between 
Administration support for assistance to Guatemala and progess 
on hlllllan rights iaaues. 

Mora recently, on Janaury 17, 1984, the Department ot State 
noted that •wa would oppose any change of government in 
Guatemala other than through democratic means.• 

.· 
On January 20, 1994, the Department of State "not~d with 

pleasure• the Guatemalan Governaent'a announceme~t the previous 
day ot the electoral decree convenlnq constituent assembly 
elections to ce held on July l and stated that that qovernment 
"baa taken an import~.t st~p toward the e1tablishmen~ of 
democratic constitutional rule." 

Eml:lasey officers, aa a matter of course, have emphasized 
the importance of respect tor .hum.an rights in their contacts 
with Guatemal•n offi cials . In particular, senior E~ssy 
otti~era, · inc~u~lng the Ambassador and the Oeputy Chief of 
Mission, ellphuize hUIIIan rights sul:ljacts in their public end 
priv~te discussions. President Reaqan'e apecial envoy for 
Central America, Aabaesador Richard Stone, &lao emphasize• 
respect !or human rights in hi~ discussions with top-laval 
Cuateaalan authorities. Ouring visits to the countryside, 
Ecb&ssy officera have taken the opportunity to meet with senior 
Guatemalan military o~tlcers in the area and to ~tress to them 
the importance that the United States places on r~spect for 
human rights. 

Human .rights ia the major issue discussed by hiqh-level 
of!ici als visitinq Guatemala. During the pa• t twc y~~rs th~e• 
ha ve incluae<1. former Deputy Assistant Sec~:etary of State for 
Inter-American AUaira , Ambassador Bosworth (June 1982), former 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Human Rights, Melvin 
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Le~its~y (Auquat 1982)7 Ambaaa~~ot Waltera (April 1983): Deputy 
Aaeiatant Sec~atary of State for Human Rights, Gary Matthews 
(June l9Bl)r Assistant Secretary o f State for Inter-~erican 
AU&irs, Lanqhorne Motley (Sept·amber 1983) 1 Under Secretary of 
Defense, fred Xkle, an4 Aaaiatant Secretary of State for Human 
ltighte, Zll~ott A!)rams, (tloveJib.ar 1983). Bilateral discussions 
in wbic~ hW!Ian rigbta have bean a central topic hav.e talcen 
place in third countries , aa. di4 one recently (Dece&ber 1983) 
between General Mejia and Vice President aueh duri~g the 
Azgentine preeidenti•l inaugration. 

. l\acQ'Zl1i&ing that democracy is not juet .elections, W.! have 
eQPported the return of the AD'LD "(Ailuica~~ Inatitne for Free 
Labor Developaent) prograa to Guateeala. to build a truly 
independent labor .ovement. Our developaent assistance has the 
purpose of strengthening Guatenala!a r~al population. 
Congressional reetrictiona in tlla PY-84 Continuing Resolution 
prohibit our funds fro111: going through goveri\Jient agencies and 
thus liait our abi~ity to help ~uild thE rur•l health , 
education and agr~culture infraet~uoture ao necessary for 
Guatemala's future. For example, because of these restricti~n• 
we are una~le to provide ' funds to the Peace Corps for use ln 
local developaent projects or to lnalude Gua'te-la in our 
effort• to help improve Central ADerican judicial eyeteaa. 

During the Lucaa Governaent (1978-1982 ) we were unable to 
have any kind of prOducti"ve dialogue on hUIIlan rights issues. 
That has not ~een the· case with hie auccesaore, though 
obviously progress on acme items baa been greater than on 
others (e.g., progreaa tower~ democratic elections va. 
puniahaent of "ailitary o fficers for infraction~ of the code of 
conduct). Publicly .and privately we ~Ave sought to reinforce 
the poative steps taken by the. Guatezalan Government aince 
March 1982 -- electoral calendar, amnesty, end of the atatea of 
alarm and siege. Privately, we have told the Guatemalans that , 
despite this progress, a ctions 111uet be talcen to aliainate any 
involvement by meabere of government security foraea l n 
kidnapping• and lcillinge. If such a ctions are not forthco111i~g, 
we have said that the bilateral relationship will remain 
strained and there will be no signficant amounts of economic 
·let alone any security aaaistance. 

2. Disassociation of u.s. Security Assi•tan~~ fro~ 
Violations of Human Rights 

Since FY 1978 there has ~een no military assistance program 
'u~~ '"''--''" c;-aA'" o• 'TUlr,...) ~o,. ;:,, .t.._...,.,. """• o-'·_, ,.i,.,- 'f"'----t ,c-.,...., "· ·"'~ .. w•.,. .• _ •. .....,. - ... __ ..,. ----· ._.,,.. ••··~ .,.. 'l!!l••• ..... - .... 
action concerning 4efenee-related itema since FY 1980 haa been 
limited to a single author i zation of six million dollars in 
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heU·copter ani! other spare parts ana .afety of flight 
ectul.paer..t. Key <JOVernment o~ficialao clearly understand that 
any rea~ption of a normal security relationship depends upon a 
subatantlally improved human rights performance on their part. 
our recent action to proceed with tl~t sale was due to our 
belief tbat :since the h\ll'Uln riqhts uituation had not 
deteriorated since our original decision, it was important to 
fulfill the collllDitment we made to Guatemala in January 1983, in 
large part to encourage thalli to continua to za~e progress in 
the areaa of huaan rights and democracy including especially 
the control of the security forces~ This action in moving 
forwud on spare parte -- at a tlllle when only three of 
Guatuala • s eleven helicopters that carry e·ight or more people 
are operational -- does not mean we will automatically approve 
other FMS cash ade• or Htmitiona control lfcenliea. These .. 
caae& Wlll be addressed individually, and will ·~inge on 
continued Guatemalan progreaa in the areas of .con~er0, In 
private conversations informing the Guatemalan·government of 
our action, we have zade this point very:cl,.ear~ ' · .. 

c. u.s. Interests Justifying a Security A~s1stance Pr~ralll 

Our principal interest in Guatem&la is in promotin9 the 
development of a stable dem~~ratic society ,that will prqtect 
lmman riQhts. That will not com& overnight:. But for the first 
ti~e in aany years, t~ere appears to be a qovernment in place 
that is committed to hold honest elections, to lessen ~he role 
ot the military in the government, and to reduce the levels of 
political violence that have· plagued that country .for years. 

our ability to influence that process is minimal at 
present. We have not had a close relationship with Guatemala 
for several years. All Guatemalans, regardless of their. 
political viewpoints, are wary of u.s. interference in what 
they re9ard as their internal affaire. Ne~·ertheleaa, the 
limited security proqram that now exists (PMS cash sales) can 
act as a .positive aiqn in reinforcing the 111il1tary'a commitment 
to the democratic process. How much influence we wiLl have is 
open to conjecture. But without such a tool, we will have 
little or r.ona. Failure to provide soma politically meaningf~l 
sign of support for the efforts being undertaken to return the 
country to democratic rule, and to reduce tomna!l ::i;hta 
~i~:.tions, will on~y increase the chance of further political 
insta~ility. 

tn addition, the u.s. has other strong interests in 
Guate~l• and the region which necea1itate a solid, bilateral 
relationship, includinq a poiiltiva .relationship with the 
cuate~alan military. Guatemala has been ~n active participant 
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in the Cont.adora proceaa and a supporter o~ a comprehenaive 
approach to peace in the. re;ion. We need toola to encourage 
the GOG - and lt.a military -- tt> continue to support the unity 
of the Central American natlona in this procesa. Also, we have 
an lntereat in encouraging the Guate!llllana to continue to seek 
dialogue with Belize and the Unii~ed Klngdo111 in order. to reach a. 
peaceful, negotiated solution to the century-old 
Be.lir:e•Guatelllala territorial dls)?ute. Moreover, our o•terall 
regional economic and security i11tereata cannot be effectively 
addreaaed if Guate~~~ala --Central America's moat populoua and 
induatrlaltzad country -- · ia kept at the margine. 

The Department believ.. that the continuation of our 
economic and security programs, · ln a measured fashion in order 
to promote further human rights prbgreaa, la ln the nationa-l 
1nt:%eat. 'l'he resumption of developmeata.J. aaaiatance prograaa 
with gover~ntal entities ·and the approval of a security 
aaaiatance pro~ram for Guatemala, inciudillg FMS credit, IHET, 
and ESP, could act aa a c~alyat for further improvements in 
the human rights lfituation in Guat:emila •. A limited '"acurity 
aaaiatance prograa -coul"d open .tinea. of communication with key 
off icera who have felt iaolat.ed fro• the ·Un·i·t."e<! States- for 
years. Through IMP:'r, yo•mger ot-Ucerf, who have b:ad little or 
no e:~:peri=ce with democracy·, would receive valual:Jle exposure 
to the operation of the miiitary under such· li ayatelll. Properly 
cbanne.led, PMS credi~a wo~ld allow ua to work -more effectively 
with those elements in th& Guatemalan Government who share our 
goala of reatoring democracy and addressing the nation's social 
and economic needa. , It would reinforce developing a positive 
relationship between the military and the- indigenous papulation 
in Guatemala through emphasis on civic action and tighter 
command and control (now h~ndered by inadequate transport and 
co111111unicationa facilitiea). · ESE' can play a vhal role in 
~ringing about economic atability, particularly necessary as 

. the country enters the electoral campaign, 

On the ba·aia of the above conoiderationa •· we have 
determined that it ia in the national interest of the United 
States to provide limited amounts of security assistance (aa 
defined in Section 502 8 (d) ' (2 ) of t he Foreign A•aiatance .Actl 
to Guatemala. 

-
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Information Requested by the Co•aittee on Foreign 

(l)( a) ~ information avai l able to the u.s. Government 
with respect to the. recent diaa. anne e and nurder of Ail)" 
empiO;.:eea. ln. Gua·telll!lia.;. (b) T}:,e. De aruumt o State a u ment 
U :. to . w\'iethet or not ~ Guat'ii1a &n c V an or D l tary 
oi!l!le·!da· wer.e Invclv~In J?la~n£-nsr, Implementing or cover 1ng 

· up. these· dleemaee.rancea or mur era. · 
W • I -

Muia.-J'Id.iete. espera.:~ca SU\Ohe& <:aatillo ancS her daughter, 
Pie4a4 Esperanza Barrtoa Sanches, were abduetecS ·by armed aen on 
October 7, 1983. At the . ti_, Mra. sanchaz waa employed by the 
GU&tellllll.an Miz:liat.ry of E6ucat1-on in . the Ru;~l Education 
l)ep .. rtlMiut. She waa pe%-ipheral.ly involved with .'UD because she 
~· atudyin~ fOr· a ,Maat6ra· oeqree· at a local university under 
the aponacn-ship. of. tha. Ministry in a progra.D financed by AID 
for education adm:iilistration • . 

J oae FeliPe Raiac . ~a h la wife, Celia, were abducted on 
October 18, 19613~ Ee was . . t.ben elllployed by .an Allleric!ln company 
holding an AIU c~~act . for work with the· auateaalan Ministry 
ot E4ac~tio~ on a · pilot bilingual e4ucatton project. 

. . 
P1:remen in.Coa:t.epeq11e, Que&alt:enango, received an anonymous · 

tal.elllwne call.-:on November 12', 1983, · informing thea that a ear 
tba.t . hacl ))aen. l.nvolv.-d iJI an accident. could be discovered near 
PajaP.ita~ San Marcoe., a neaxb:t town. When the firem6!1 arrive<! 
at. Pa,apita, · tbey found a wrecked vehicle and the bodiea of 
Joaa Felipe .. lllllac. Maria Julieta San!lhez and Piedad Barrio• 
Sanche~. Ac:cor4ing to the ~oner'a report, both Mr. Ralac and 
Mra. Sanchez· <tied. of aecond degree burna, and Ms. Barrio• died 
ot . a aevere blow to' tbe bead . Pireaen also <!iacovered 
identification documents for the three victims, as well •• 
aeveraJ. forged I.D·. papers. At thia tiae , Celia Ralac haa not 
appeared. 

The evi dence strongly auggeata the t hree were killed .prior 
t o the accident. People who ~new the vlctime claimed that none 
ot the three knew how to drive a car . An eyewitnesa also 
claimed that he aaw a man get out of the vehicle, pour gas on 
it, and then leave with anothGr man on a motorc7cle. 

Guatemalan uovernment officials maintain in public and private 
that the three people diad in the automobile accident though we 
ate unaw•r• c~ eny ctfici~l ~~~t•~alan Government investigation 
which bae probed the strange circumstance• aurroundiog the 
accident. The lack of a thorouqh i nvestigation and tha 
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tepeated ••••rtion by t h e offic ial s tha t t he victims had been 
invol~Nac1 in •aul)vers!ve• activi t i es a~;~g<]aata involvement o n the 
part of •o•e OU.teaalan . Gover~nt o fficial• tho~gb wa have no 
av14enc:a th&t dir.actly implicate,. anyone. 
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'(2) a) All information avail~:bla to the u.s. Government 
c:onc:ern ng tll_e oas• o~ Patricio C>rt:~.z .saldoneio, an AID 
emPiovee who. wa.e:.murdere.d. l'n Peb1·uary, 19Sl. (b) The 

epe.r.t111ent: of State a ~ ant a1> to who was responsible for' 
:nat murder and as to w;net er or not those reai!onsible w£11 be 
brought to justice, 

Patricio Ortis Ma~donado was a Guat ... lan e.ployee of an 
Aaerican company holdin9 an A1D contract for work with the 
Guatemalan Ministry o~ Education on a pilot ~ilingual education 
project• ae traYeled to the am~ rural towu of rxtahuacan, 
Buebuetenango, on Fe~rua~ a, 1983, on offtcial projeet-r.tated 
buaineaa. · ~at afternoon, .he presented himself at the military 
poat · in Xxtahuacan to ' identify himaai~ and hia reason for bein9 
in the ;u:ea. The foU:owing morning~ he, a.long-. with two 
Mi'niatry of· Education counterpart employees and the moth.r of 
one of thu, left Ixtahuacan to, go t:9 Colotenang0; 
Huehuetanango. They were reportedly stopped at 6a00 a.~. about 
two kilometers outside of Iztahuncan at a ~ilitary check point 
by ~ army patrol. · 

. . . . .. . . . . 
-It has naY'er })e~n ·clearly . ~·l:a~.:Ul!he4 what .hli.pp.ned after 

their car waa stopped by the ar~ patrol and they were sei~ed. 
Ac:co~ding to an army pr4ss releaoe, they ware - ~hot and killed 
b~ the patrol as th•y attempted to _ascape. They reportedly 
fell into the Cuilco Rivarr the nrmy patrol never recovered 
their bodies. 

Second Lieutenant Ottoniel Fajardo Miranda was arrested in 
Karch 1983, and charged with kidnapping in this case. He was 
~ha officer in charge of the unit which seized the four. on 
June 29, 1983, a miUta.ry court acquitted t.t. Fajardo because 
of· insufficient evidence. The Eighth cha~r of the Court of 
Appeals of Ouezaltenango, a civilian .co~rt, upheld the military 
court's verdict on July 15, 1983. 

. . 
There is no question about the Guatemalan military's 

responsibility for the' deaths of Patricio Ortiz and his 
companions -- the Guatemalan Government ad~its it ~~at ia ' 
uncertain is the exact ' circumstancsa of tha deaths of these 
people, and the involvaaent of the Guatemalan military 
lead'arahip in either the crime itself or in the cover-up. The 
official version of the circumstances of ~he death is factually 
inconsistent a nd represents the third revised official veraion, 
nona o f which was internally conai~tent. 

Information provided by those close to the 4eceaaed 
indicate tnat an army patrol, heaaed by L•. Fajardo, detained 
Pa•ricio Ortiz an~. h ia c=panions, and eventually ~ook thea to 
the military zone heAdquarters in Huehuetenango. What exactly 

UNCL~\ED 



• 

I 

UNCLt\§§{W:D 
=-rr= 

happenad at t~e baae ia co~jectg~e. though at acme point the 
4etainaea were 1dlle4. Upon wbo11e or~era ia. unkllOWD. It 
appear& froa the lllultiple and C'.ocaflicting,. axplana.tiona 
au~Z:OWidt.ng the dhappeaxaneea Uaa't senior Guateul.&n offl.cen 
'have been iDvolved in the cover-up of t'he· ariae· • 

. 
It h Ulllil<ely that anyone wl.ll be brought to justice, 

be~aua• the Guateaa~an Govern=ent·cona1dera tbe caaa closed. 
~e Guatemalan Government, boweve~• baa taken atepa . to prevent 
a z:ecu.rrence of thia kind of inaident.. In" a Janguy s, 1984 
diplocatio note, the Guateaa:l&ft Go<rer·IUieat J!l.edged •with all 
the aean. in ita· reach to guarant•e the. security of tbe 
eaperts, te-=hniciua ' a.nd in general ® . .all the. peraonnel who 
lend their aervicea to. l;lle . (bU.ingu.al · 'e.ducatloa) project. • 

Our Eloba.aay hea ~a:orided the. ·qovernJ11811.t.·ot GQatamala with 
the names cf tndividua·le· involved: in· tll• pro:tect ao · tt~U they 
uy be haued I.D. cards· lolb.l:cll w·Ut bo-· re.e~tr;ed by··t:he 
·•illte.ry authorttitJa•. I((! underatan<t t.lie:• il9Vijrnment plana to 
initiate a aiailar 'I?J::'09l=baa,.for ita· OOID tiiii~O,.eee 1nv.olved wit'h 
tlre project 'in the Minis~: o! ~at iDa .• · W"'· 'have not mad• 
thia known publiD~ lllc:a\1"-.:ot:·fearlll ' on-·.tJ>e .. p~t . of the ·· 
auat41111klan·Govermaen' · t~t- .lt :.tM>· dllc:u=ent .~o•ea lcbo>~n· to. tlie 
querriUu·, tliey ctqirt.·: aaliaeaii~itte···an. UP,.r.alatllid:·eaplcy:e.• ·in 
order to ell>.buraaa tba gq,ermH!art. of . .Guatecala and fllrtl\.Jr:o 
damage relation& be~~etn. tha~. g~nment and the united. Statea. . . 
Recent events. raise dollbts :.e.'bout· the· gov.ern111ent'a•abi'lity to 
blplement auc:h a pra<JX'&lll'o: ·on Januuy :a., .a·· re<Pona·l edu.l::ation 
aupervhor under the b~1ing,ual.. e<li:a.ca.U:on. p~O;te.c~ was· ·atoppe!S at· 
a ailituy roa4bloell ancl taken. to the ·llilitar.y · base· ~t 
Ruebuetenanqo. He was .released ·.t.he follow'in<;. day. at 'noon. on 
t'he night of January 20, armed man r.eportedly ' left the.t sue 
base and atte11pted to detain. a first cousin to 'Patricio orttc 
M&ldona.nda, the contract eaployaa-lcU~ed ' by 1ec:urity 'forces i.n 
February 1983. ~ie ·pereo~eecaped an4 ia now in hiding. 
Whether these people were detained bacaua• of tbeir ·aaaocat1on 
with the bilinqual education prograa or beca~•• of ~om• other 
reaeon, ia \U\lcnown. 

SECI\tr 
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Father Stanlif Rothert Father Stanley Ro~her, a catholic 
priest, waslled on July 28, 1981, at his pariah in Santiago 
de Atitlan by three unidentified aNailantl. At the time of 
·hia. aurder, there was considerable guerrilla activity in the 
area south of Lake Atitlau. rn May 1980, ORPA guerrillas had 
brietly occupied Santiago •. Subsequently, Guateaalan Governaent 
forces stepp~ up their operation• in the area. 

From November 1980, Father Rother had been in contact with the 
United States Eml:laasy in Guatema.la. At firat be viewed the 
situaticn in Santiago aa quiet:. on January 14, ·1981, ho-ver, 
he advised the Embassy that 17 unaraod peaaanta had been killed 
by sol~Uers in the area, that hia cat:eehiat bad been abduete4, 
and that he had received two death threats. Despite the death 
threats, Father Rother eaid he waa more concerned for the 
safety of bia Indian assistant than for hilllaeU. On J&n\lllry 
20, 1981, Father Rother advised the E~asy ot hla plana to 
d.epar1. Guatemala with his assistant, and o!id eo on January 28. 
He returned to Guatemala later iD the apring. 

oo . tha night of July 28; 1981, three aaaallanta went to Father 
Rother'• reaidence and forced the gardeoer to lead thea to the 
priest's rooma Wh4!.~• they 4hot Father Rother. 'rbe lll~~otio~al 
Police repo:t of their investigation included ref8%ence to the 
victim'a ransacked room and opeo safe. Statement:• w.re taken 
from the gardener and a Mexican. nun who also •.~~ow the 
aaaailanta. The witneaaea described the three men aa Ladinos 
(that ia, of mixed Indian and European ancestry, ae opposed t o 
Indiana). 

On August 1, 1981, three Indiana, who were acquaintances of 
Father Rother, were arres•.ed and charged with robbery and 
murder. The p~lice stated that the arrests were baaed upon 
statements provided by the Mexican nun. Guatemala~ newspapers 
reported that the three men had confessed to the cr~~e. Doubt 
persisted, however , regarding the guilt of the three men . The 
Mexican nun returned to ~~xico where her order released a 
!~~.tetnl!lnt aaying that the Guatemalan pol:lce had uaed her name 
to maka false statements. The physical descriptions of the 
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aaaailanta did not mat~- tboae of the arreated aen. Robbe~y i n 
th'a poor puhb. waa couaidered an unlikely motive. The u.s. 
Embaaay, which had obtaine¢ the eiu~ and casing f~o• the acene 
of· the murder:~ de-l-ivered thia evidence to the Guat011al.an 
Goverlllllent vi tb. an offer by the FBI to aaaiat in en•lnin9 
th-ea. 'l'he Guate~~al.an. Go,vunaent neve~ a:equeated o.s. 
aaaiataac~ and no repoa:ta of the 9overnaent'e own findinqa have 
ever been aade avail able to the ·u.s. or pa:eaented to the court. 

In September 1981, the u.s-. Ambasaador dlacuaaecS thia caae with 
the Guatemalan Interio~ Miniatar, who etate4 hie opinion tb&t 
tb• ~~~d: aen , "'l!re n,ot· guiLt y. The Allbuaador erpreaae4 
u.s. concern ~4t . tbece DOt · be a miscarriage of juatice. I n 
Jauuarx 1982, the three mea- were found guilty o f murder and 
c:ondean-ed. to a: year.- i11.priaonment and payzzent of a fine. . After 
the--cliltngoe of 90ver:nmant in ~cb 1982, a.ne1 at the r:~eat o f 
tbe, 11 ~s-. Allbaaaadol:', the Chief J1.1stice of the Guate~~alan 
SUpr8llle C:Ow::t a9reed to review the lower court docisioft. on 
May 17~ 1982, an-appellate court reversed the conviction ap1 
the aen were relaaaec:l.. 

• 
- -Since ·-that time, th.e Elal:la:aey. }\aa made .nwaero~.~a .requeata to the 

G1.1at.emalan Government tor the r e.sqlta of ita inveniga.tion into 
the murder of Father ~ther. On Jul.y 19, 1983, the Ministry of · 
Foreign Affairs ac:l.v ia~ the Embassy that the case ia of great 
concern to the 9overnment of Gu~teaal~ an4 an effol:'t wae being 
aade : to inveatigat• it. The Ministry'• note referre4 to the 
difficulty in inveet i gating the case after the paa~ge o f ao 
a uch time anc:l. -the fact that people wbo .111igb~ have · ~,~n able to 
give teati:ony h ave- not come forth f or fear of reprisal. The 
l atest COI!Uiunic:ation the Embauy r ece!.ved. on the case we• dated .. _. 
No~~~er 8, 198J, · and provides no further information. --

Elements of the Guatemalan security forooe c:o'-114 have been 
involved in the llt\lrdel:' of Father Rother.. Certainly, govunment: 
offi cial& , either through ineptneos or intention, failed to 
provide evidence to the Court or others investigating the 
caae . The arreat o f the three Indiana s topped any actiVe 
investigation for 1110re than aix months. It i a unlikely that 
any further infor111ation wil l be dovel.ope4 a t thi . point, more 
than 30 nontha a fter the murder. 

Reverend John David Troyan Mennonite Pastor John Oa:J-i:d- Tro• tr 
wae shot tO"dee.th on Septeaber l4, l9Sl , in th$ vill~9~ of 
Palama, Department of Chimaltenango. Accordin9 to eyewitneaa 
accounts prov ided by hia wife , Mary Tr oyer, and a Mennonite 
aiaaionary, Ga ry Miller, 10 armed men attacked the Troyer ho1.1ae 
at abcut 2300 ho,re ?n Septelllbca: 13 . After ransaclcinq the 
hou•• for two houra , and burning the Hennoniee Disaion vehicle , 
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one ot t he 10 aen ahol: both. John 'l'toye%" and M&-. Miller "'ith an 
aut~matic veapon, killing the fora~. 

'1'ha Blllbauy requeet..S· tbll <JOVeriUilent ol! Guateaala to 
investigate Pastor Trc1e:'a death. on June 25, 1982, the 
govenzaeat adviae.t. th• ~aay that on Jll!\U&ry 18 Ctlate-l&Jl 
security forces engaqed aa~ deetr~red a guerrilla uait 
operating in the area. o f '.l"ecpan ani! san Joae J<>oaquJ:l, 
CbillllLlteaango. Baaed upon· the area in which the guerrilla 
group bad been operat ing,: the weapoce it h ad beoo ueinq, and 
the eyewitnesa accounts provided by Mary Troyer and Ga%"y 
Micller , the governaent of Guatemala ia of the opinion that it 
waa tbia .~uerrilla group which k i lled John Da•id Troyer. 

'1'h• government ezp!&QAtien i a plausible, ~ guerrilla groups 
vece active .in the area. 

Brother Jamea· Miller& Jamea Mi ller, a Chriatiao Brother, wae 
m.urde:ed on Pe.bruary U ; 1982, by three unidentified aaa&Ua.nu 
in frOI?-t ot· h!.a. reaid.e'nce in auehuet~RDa.ngo. 'l'be Buabueteni!I.D.qo 
pel.ice repo%"t indicate.d that the ·aurder wae witneaaed by a 
numtMr o.f people and that it wu .prea\llaed . tha ~aaaila.nta were 
•subversives, • on May 31, .. 1982, the Embassy received a 
~iplomatic note in answer to earlier notee from the Ezbaaay. 
The O.Wt·te=alall. GovarDJD.ent note stated . that arotbar Miller was 
we11· known to the- authorities i n Buehuetena.ngo for his close 
collaborat-ioll with peracnmel. of the dUtary c011e, that in that 
area· s ubversive elements vera phye1c&lly elimin•ting civil and 
a1litary authorities and their collaborators, and that Brother 
Miller unforeunately waa one of their victims. '.l"he EID.baaay 

. reiterated ita interest ia thfs ease aoat receatly to the 
Ministry of Interior on October 13, 1993, but a reaponaa of 
~0\~mbe~ 14 provided no further information • 

. -
It is difficult to deteraine who is responsible for Brother 
Miller's death. OD the oae hand the Chriatia.n Brothers had 
received threats, preau•ably froa the right, f or operating an 
Indian school, On the other head, Brother Miller, who had 
departed fro• Nicaraque after the Sandiniatas cam.e to power, 
was rumored t o have maintained ties with wealthy 

· lficaraguans--giving reason for the· left to kill h i_"'. '.l"bere is 
no indication i·n aay o f tho iaforation available to the 
EID.ba•sy that any military or civilian authorities of the 
governm.ent of Guatemala have been iavolved in t he murder or in 
any cover-up. w~~~cut a n~w deva lo9ment it is unlikely that 
there will b e any further pro<Jresa in the investigation of this 
caao. The Embassy m.aintained close contact witn church 
aout"cee, who init ially indicllted they had leads i'n the case 
~d. in one inetanca, thought they ~iqht know who waa 
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reapcaaiblar nonath~l4aa, theae source• never provided that 
information to the Embasay, altbo~~h the Embassy said it wG~ld 
brin~. tbat information to. the' att•ntion of the government. 

hi Yutah ClQUdat 'l'he .bocly of Veit tlikolaa Stoscheck, alao 
known aa Kaf Yutah CloQ~~ waa found on October 11, 1980, in 
Antigua, Guate~la, ' The autopsy report states that death was 
due to tr&umatic shock and fractw::·a of the skull. 

Mr. Stoseheck had. been working ia ~·village of San Jose 
Poaq~ail, Chilllaltenango,. since ahorUy after the 1976 
earthquake. Mr. Stoacbeek was not a Mennonite missionary. 

Be waa last seen· in tl)'e· ·tow of Chiultenango on ():tober 10, 
wbere b.e .\1&-a·. qiving a. al..a.t!• . . on agronOJ:tY ·under the · auspices of a 
privata vo1\Ultuy. orga_niza.tion, World l:ileigbbora. Although 
there· ware third-hand report·s that Mr. Stoacheck waa forced 
into·a vehicle one block aw~y· froa·tne main square of · 
ChimaLtenango by several armed men, no witnessea· ever came 
forward. 

The Elllba.asy baa brought thh: . case· to the· attention of the 
Guatemalan Governm~t on mAny occasions since October 1980, 
most r-.ceotly on OC.tober· 13, 1983. 'l'he latest reponae of the 
government, "a:ted. tlovemller 14, 1983; ·· contains no informatica 
wbicn· would lead to' those responsible for Mr. Stoscheck's death. 

It is unlikely the Guatemalan authorities will be able to 
d.-velop any information. ragar.S·ing thia case. Despite 
unverified reporta:.that government s~urity forces were 
involved' in Mr. Stoacbeck ' s murder, there is no evidence which 
aupporta the a.Uppoaition !:ha·t the government of Guat_,.la was 
involved. Similarly, we.have .no information which would 
indicate an effort by any milit&ry or civilian authorities to 
c~ver-up the facta or circumstances of Mr. Stoschec::k'a death, 
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(4) All information a~ilah~e to the u.s. aov~rnaent which 
would indica • that the officials of the Government ot 

uatema ·a av.e .eeu ·or. are now enrage n, have ordered, or 
haY~'• otherwhe. beeD hwol:v.ect in Jl\1rdering or ll:ld.Q-pping any 
individual or sroge ot' i~div.idUa!t. In Guatemala. 

' . 
A8 noted in tha Department's 19~3 Human Rights Report on 

Guatemala, elements o~ the Guate•,lan security forces have been 
responsible for a number of deathco and disappearances. In the 
case of Patricio Ortiz Maldonado; an A.I.D. contract employee 
who waa killed in February 1983, -the Guatemalan Government haa 
admittad ita reapondbi\ity.. Securi~y forces for a long tboe 
have detained. persons without due process for questioning about 
their alleged lnvolve~~ent in guerrilla activities, althougb· 
they have officially denied doing_ ao~ A n~~ of caa~~ . 
procesaad by, th• Specia~ Courts ar~ · examples. · ·Except tn cases 
where: guerrilla forces admit r~sponaibility for a disappearance 
or execution, one can only 'speculate a~ut who .was ~eaponsi~e 
for any particular act of vio~e~ce or :·whl!-t wa~. their _motive. 

. . . ' . ,. .. . . -
A1 though the Guatemalan _Govim:1111ent. -haa frequ~tLY · deni.cl 

th:at any of their security forces havti· 'hee:a · 1nvolv.cl in such 
.acta,· both the R1oa Montt. GoveriUDSrit ancl'-'that of Ge:aeral Mejia 
hav.e·taken action against some security force personnel 
all~edly involved i-:~ criminal il.etivity: · ·tinder Rioa· l'.ontt, 
app&ezimately 27~ policemen were r..ov.ed· from· offiee, tried and 
convicted in criminal courts for crimes ranqing from ~urder to 
extortion. Among these was Roberto Cruz GucUe.l; head of 
Guatemala's INTERPOL section, who waa arrested for murder. 
Be(ore ·a vudict could be· reached, he waiJ ·'fciuiut h&l\<iled' in his 
prison cell. 

. . 

Vnder General Mejia, some 125 policeman ha~e-beea reaoved 
fro~. office and turned over to the courts for legal action. On 
January 5, 1984, Guatemalan newspapers reported that the 
government had .arreeted two members of the ~ational Police for 
kidnapping and murder, and that three military policemen ware 
arrested for -:o!DIIlitting • serha o.~ robberies and assaults in 
the Department of Escuintla. The articles stated that the 
three were involved with a band of civilian criminAL&. the · 
civilians reportedly were arraigned before a regular criminal 
court, while military authorities brought the three aen to the 
capital to face a military court. 

Intelligence inforaation indicates that ·Jeneral Mejia has 
taken action to reign in the Presidential Intelligence Service 
which long haa been accused of involvement in kidnapping• and 
murders, Officers reportedly have taken stiffer action against 
peraonnel who exceed t.hair authority a~d use excessive 
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violence. Some low-level employee~ have been arreated foe 
their involveaent in criminal aeta, Eventa like the abduction 
of a patient fro• hia hospital bed on Ja.nuary 31 by individual• 
believed to be asaoeiated with the security forcea raiae 
aerioue concerna about the ability or willingn~,. of eleaent• 
of the eee~ity forces to carry out directives issued by 
Mejia. It reme.ina to be· seen how uffect1v• thea• action• will 
be in chan9inq the overall modus OJ~randi of the eecurity 
~orcea. · 

. . . 

-· .. - . . .. 

: . •• ·.! 

- :. . . . 

.. ; 
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(5) A -lie!:.. of all cues of mut~der, lcidnap~ing or 
disal;eea.rance, with the clrcumatii•ces and portlc:ar 
im;er.cations, .Ince Xuguat. a, "l9ell, which have coae to t;.e 
att:enl:.ion of u.s. otdc::iale thronuh the Guatemalan k.:esa or 
through other mean!• 

Tbia ia a partial list biaed largely on public reports. 
While an effort has been made to uxclude obvioualy criminal 
activity, most of these incidents cannot be attri~ute4 witt. 
certainty to political as oppoae4 to criminal or personal. 
motivee. Even when political. motive~ ua. auapect:ed it ia 
difficult in moat cases to_dQtataine with · certainty if the 
actions were perpetrated -by groups of·the -ri9ht, left or 
elemenu asaociat'ed with or wi·thia the qovernm~t. , __ 

Auqust: 1983· 

Soldie.ra KIA1 17 
Civil Defense KIA• ·s 
Guerrilla• KIAs so 

. . . . 

. . . . . 

. ' :: 

8/08 

8/09 

8/10 

8/12 

8/13 

. . ' ':. - : • .. . ' .. . - . . 
One weather technician killed by guerrillas that 
attacked ana- deatr.oyed·-GOG wea.ther station··near the 
Uamacinta River, La.-Li'bertad; El -Paten. ·· 

Boc!y of female bl'indfolded, · stabbed, and decapitate,\, 
found on road to Puerto San· ~ose, Eacuintla. 

Bodiea of' male an4· female, tortured and ::hot, found on 
the Atlantic High~ay, Palencia, Guatemala ... . . . 
Agronomist -Jorge Alberto Rosales Paz kidnapped by 
armed man in Lo de Pinto, Teculutan, Zacapa. 

Two bodies. tortured and shot, found in the Nahualate 
River, Chicacao, Suchitepequez. · 

8/13 Two bodies, naked, tortured and ahot, found in the 
Siguacan River, Rio Bravo, Suchitepequez. 

8/14 

8/14 

Julio Lowenthal Arceyuz found beaten and shot. He vas 
the son of a well known businessman and conservative 
political figUre. Victim had been kidnapped by 
leftist subversive group {POT) on Juno 29, 1983. 

Guerrilla group took over ti'nca .near Hazatenango, 
Suchitepequez. Held ral l y and killed the owner's 
ehautteur. 
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Bodt•• ot t~eeo =~~age~ 3.0.. .t:.O· 3S~. · to~tur&d ana· 
a hot,. founcS ia.:.Pan,. liD.tPi c:a:is' :Hi·gp_waY.'J s_, Bar tal om• · 
Milpu Alt.aa~ ~ao&te~li<i!!U-·· • ··· · · . : •' . . . . < . • ' . . . . 
Body -ot it- wor.k:ezi of': ~lttt--n~~-ona·l e!!'m6l;•a:y- with. sa.~eral; 
bullet wounda. ·to-unci>· 1)1!' ·tliar:~t.ald~t11· of· Guatemala.• City. . . . . .• , ..: :. . . .. 
Mal•• aaahin4 .. g9,_nq.~~!~l!l: ;~i'll~ .. vehiola· at ol~~t in a 
downtown aecticip•.oE.··~a~-elll4~1t Cl:ty. . 

• ::-~~,'::,,:·::: ;. : .. ~. ' . ' ' ' ' :· H • • • ' , '• 

Ihduatd~ie~ t;?"·f;~~:J'~~-1t~;l;~zU:Ua., ki4nappCI&;~y the 
ColllliiUI1iat PG'P.ot;: . .t11m!' ·:19~· :1;9.834: -V~\'.;f'[JM!Hiiffl<·~rmed 
after ranso..,:.wa-. ··11~\\t.•:::;.:,:: ; · ·· · ·· ·. :. : ·. .. · .· . 

• •• •• • • ' • y-, ,: ...... . :'.f. :e!,:\o.,-:. •• .. • 
. . .. , . . ~. -t .~ . ....... ! • -·~· --··... . · i . . . 

S~q.\U'i W ·9.u11~4:•o-t: ~r~~~t'b(.:~ar' .~iJ;L: . . · 
maQ)Un~ i:a Q~~!SDM·l.~ ;Ct~;. ·!f~~Y.· ~ .~W<Y· 
young <;~1lerr~1!!-~" t~··:" t<?.l~c.·.:J;~~~ge, cot:~:. a~ :-a 
.38: .ealiti~:~l!!:Vq~+:~e~•.•: ..• .. , ... ,.·, . · . · 

' . . . '· . . . . . . . 
>'. 8/2:0. 
:~: . 

. . . ,._,· · .. ~· .. :. ·· ... .. · · ; .·. · .· .- . 
. . !:1!1<:& WOl''kel'; _.~~~l!F~"~e:v;e~~-~ men· in. 
· v~ielu. froill.h·h~.~I?~·J"=·:l'~~r;O · JQ:, _Da-luane, La 

< ·. 

;, ·.:ti24 . ' . . . 
"<#- 1., • 

; : . : 
. · . 8#.4. 
·..... . . : 

. S:/.'1.6 
. . 

9/28 
.. 

Reforma;. San-· M~r:~~J~. . ·· .. . • . ·· . 
. . .. _..,. •.. ;.·,.~:; .. !:[-'. ',.:·; ·. ~·. . . . . :. . 

Body nakedi.· b/!~-tiu\~8~; st:tah':fiedi. ' t~ro'wlt · frOIII· a-
·-~-" • .. ~ ;..~ .... r.;~ ···""'--'"' . ·\~.. .· .. :.· . 
v.cu~C...:~~w·.:~~:r.·.~"':'t'·L"t~~;.,~~ •· ... · . 

. . . .. ~~ . ::}· , J'~ .. ~. . . . . . . . . . . -, ...... -.,.:-.. .. ...... . . . . 
Bodies. of. two: t(l~~_.tQ'to tiut:l!~ ·!Uid:· aho.t, founa on a 
rural: road: . . of::;~~l!ll~~· &~'t~~u.. .. >. 

:: ·::: .. ' ·•. ·. . - ·; ·. . . 
'1'ax.t·. driver. -~i'clna'Pl!lf.,'. wtt~;"VJ!hic;le: by· nv.erit-.:mea wi-th 
machine gpns·:a~: nt~: 11\·~~~-~~ ~·aJ.tena.ng'p· • . 

.. . . . . . 
Three bodi:e •.. wd:i:h handS. a~ieet:'tie4. etrai\91~ and 
vith bltl;let· weulldS,'fOund. op;; roa4. to· Salama, Baja 
v~rapar:-~ · · · · . . 

9/29 Finca owner and member of.well known Guatemalan family 
shot by araed aen, on road to his finea in Yepocapa, 
Chi mal tenan~o.. · 

I 

I 6/30. Boc!y of Elfidio ~ozalez, ... poet and. a.on9 writ.er, 
to:tured and with ei9ht bul·let wounda, found on 
outskirts of Guatemala City, 
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!!Pr•~~~r u93 
Scldia:e IUAa 21 

UNCLASSIFIED. 

Civil Deten•• K1A1 2 
Guerrillas KlAa 96 

9/01 Nat1on;ai policeman ma~hiil~...gunnecl at night near 
downtown Guatem~a. City. by men· w.ho a tole hia revolver. 

9/02 

. . 9/02 

9/02 

9/03 

~/03 

. 9/04 

9/05 

9/07 

S/07 

9/08 

'l'hree member.· of • -.peasa!i,t. f~Uy ki&apped by &rae4 
men in oliv• qrien unif~it• at· n-j.gh:t from their home 
in San Pablo, SM! Marcos, , 

'1'1\ree mell'ber.a. ot llld'!~uai;1:. f .amtl.y., in~l.l.lding a 15 
year-old girl.f· ~·dhapp~ .. by severe' .aeq with machine 
9\UlS and their f 'uceii:. ~:oy~red · in, M,adrOJ1\lles Village, 
Ocos, San Haz:co••· · · . . 

Diaappaarance-· o.t. a coun.se·ior :of the Municipality of 
San Lucas 'l'Ol.iill&Jl,. · · · 

; .. . . . . . . .. 

Five bOdies f.Qiihd~-~itluaar~~- ~f , torture and reveral . . . . . ,; . . ·. . . 
bullet wounds· ·cu:t': ~dllid'e . bet111een Pop tun and Flores, 
21 Pet~. .. ·. ·_ . · · ' · · · · . . : . . . . .. . . 

'l'bree bodie:-., d,isc~Y-Ilsi.: lltabbed. and. shot in the 
• • • ' ' _, I ' ' 

Oepar tmen.t: ·of T~'toJticplm •. . 
: • • • • • 4 • • • 

. ' 
Ml)lllbel: of a civ:U' .. dliif~e: pa·t1:'0l kidnapped by men with 
machine·gun&:. i:ll .. ~::wld:t:e . .'·va'D-· in 'Escuintla, 

. - ' 

Two bodies wj:th ~heir ~~- an~. feet tie4, foUlld in 
Naranjo River·!: Pajapita, San .Marcos. 

. . . ) 
Peaeant: kidnapped .. by a·r.me-d nen in olive green in El. 
Coba Village., ?t'Oru, R~ ~~~~en·. 

Gustavo Adolfo Meza So'beranis, M.D., kidnapped by 
armed men in station wa9ona in Guatemala City •. 

Marco Antonio OUinohez Florea, a law atudent at San · 
carlos University, kidnapped at night from his home in 
~atitlan, Guatemala, by men with machine quna who had 
their faces covered. 

9/08 Worker~t Pinca. Pilipinas 1n El Tumba~or, San Marcos 
disappeared, poasibly kidnapped • 

• 
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:. 

~~~- of ll.• nand."~.eiiNile fOimd . beat-eo in El Ol.apa.nero ... 
ll.<i!~J~Jil19-:-~eiiT~··~ll~ · on tbot 01.1talcir.ta of Guate-b <:ity. 
' " ., .. , . , I ' . . . . .. . 

. ~etli" Me&a;:.'~.QJi9~.an!a, It · atudent at S&A C.:daa 
lh1i,Ve2:atty,. JC:!td~pa-t ·by llrlle4 ••11 1.n at&ti.OD "Wag0D8 
1a auat~al.a :¢y .• 

. 'nfo. bodl'e~ aal'e-1&!24 feaal.a, fo=4.· Dalted &ad bet.t- in 
1:1. ~pen~. a bo1l,a111'l 41tval.opaent aa tb• outa:tb·u 
of GuUpaJ·a. City. 

Lou· RAine ~ .. VIilal.a-, lawyec an4 foa:a¥ prof ... 80C 
at San carlo• UII1Yer.it.y, lci&lappe4 Oil s:oad to VUl.a 
C&nalu-Villaqe·neu Gu.&t-IMla· City by aa Wlk1101111 
as:ma~ group. Twenty days latez he ., •• celeued 
unharmed. 

. . . .. ... . 
<:al.e.te Mejia. Victorea, clat~ ot the Chief ot State. 
kidnapped. by· the guer"t.l.l.a. 9l:OIQI f.ebel A&aell foz:c:ee 
(nRl in Guatea·la :City. She wu rdel.8e4 on OC:tobec 
~6 · aft•"'· the ''9l)Ven:aut aJ.lowe4 pellcat.loD. of a I'Aa 
aantfeato in. the auateaat.A aedla • 

. 
Salvador Yaldes Fajardo, univeral~ atudut. abot by a 
group of uma4 aea· 1.n Tlqubate, ZaculaU&. 

Two burned bodiea of e1.nca worteu bli.ndfolded, baD4e 
tied, with several b\lllet WO\UI4a fo!Uid at J'inca 
Mirandill&, Sa~tu Lucia ootsull&l.!JAp&• Eac::aintla. 

J(lae Pa1ar1t.o• welL ~ coopenU•• "-•~~. 
kidnapl)4d troa hie office in Chiaa.ltelaallgo by 11en lD 
unifon. 

Father and eon, worker• ln a governaea~ inatitation, 
kidnapped by men wl.th aachine guna in M&lacatan, San 
Harcoa. · 

Moisea Raaalrer. Perezra echool teacher, 'k14nappe4 by 
armed men in a parking lot in dowatowa Guate&Ala City. 

Three bodi es. two malea ·and one faaale, diacove~ed 
beaten And t ortured in El Cu\piUiero, a hc.aing 
d evel opment i n t h e outskirts of Guateaal.a City • 

Body, wi th handa and feet tied acd eeveral bul let 
wo\lr.~a, thrown froza mOvio'i v•l".1cla o~ :c:~ t':" ~!'~~ue . 
GuatemAla. 
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9 / 23 
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Body of Efraiu Avalos ~>a:ale&, kidnapped three dayi 
before, ·waa f ound in Gunnaguape, Bacuintl.a vl-.ll 
aeveral. buLlet wounds. 

BocSy f ound atabbe4 in l!Cl Cuopanaro. a houalng 
dcvelopaent iu tbe outllltiX"ta of Oll&t••ela City. 

TltO bodiee fomd beaten IUld a bot outaide Guane.gaaapa, 
Eaeuintla. 

Hector Jiaane& Kaztill .. , aech&lllc, Jt14Dappecl bf four 
araed aen in a blue station vagoa troa his abop ln 
Guataaal.a City~ : · ' 

Body ~ith ab bullet -lmd• fona4 ill a &treat of the 
IU Cllllpane~:o ·houaillg d.vel.~at~ . ·. .· ··· 

' ' 

Military police- ahot at aigbt by ua.cl :- u1 
CUyuta Vl.ll.aga, Haaaga.a., EacuiDtl.a. . . . . . ... 
Police officer killed ~Bil el9ht qgecrillaa atta~ked 
the police ataUoa in IIU1 Allt.Oalo. SucbltepaqiJBa, witll 
naehine s una an4 'h&nd ~•a&d••• · 

• " . . . 
Efrain Moreno n.z kidnt.p.,acl by ar...S 
City. 

lUll ill GuateMU. 

Guadalupe Perea Lara kidnappe4 by antect· - in Kirlaa 
Village, Santa Lucia Cotz~lguape,. Cacuintla. 

J ou :aodolfo 'Perea 'kicblappecl bJ araed aall ica vahtcl.aa 
at night froa his ho=• ia a flnca near ~lqulsata, 
Eacuintla. 

Gilberto ozaeta kidnapped b y araed aen 1n sue~• 
concepcion, Eac~1ntla. 

Alberto li'el.ae:& lc1dnappn4 by araed aen iA Patul..al., . 
suebitepequec. 

Body discove~ed beaten en4 ahot on rO«d to Vtll e 
~~n~l ~~ . a town ~ear Guate~a Clty. 

National pol i ceman and a clvl l l an killed when 
guerr illa• a ttacked a pollee atatlon oa the ou takl rta 
o f Guatemala Ci t y. 
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9/27 

9/29 

9/29 

9/30 
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Body found atrangle<l aJid ahot. in the head ou road.dde 
near Guaaagazapa, Eacuintla. 

MJ~ando Saenz.· lcidnappecl l.y 11011 uae<l vit.h uchine guna 
frOlll h1e ho111e 1a Escuintl.«. 

Body,·foun~ vltb aeveral bullet vounda on coadaide uau 
Villa. camalea, a town u-r Guate•ala C.it.y. 

One am kiUA4 and hie QIO aona (12 aDil 20 ~r• of 
&1f8) kidnapped by ab - that att&cke4 their boae 
with ~~ac::hine·· gwla and band grena4ea lA !'inca La 
Eaperanza, Santa Lucia Cotn=alg1apa, Za<:ulatla. 

-~· .... ,. . . ' . 
Silvia EUr:aJ:Jeth Goll..lalea Al.'V'1ares0 a t.eaebHo 
kidaappe4 by araed~en ia a · vblta vao ·la ~t. ... la 
City. · · ···· . ·.•., ·. · .. . 

Vida Goaes, conatruction W«kld', 11114 bla t- aoaa (U · 
and 17 yeua of· a~}: ·-atc!Aapped ·fcoa theu bo•• oa the 
outakirta of Quate••ta City by ara.4 aea. lD a ~lcl•~ 

. ·. . ·. ·. . . . 
Four ~:uben of & cw:al fully tlilaappe4 et. ll19ht.t1 .. 
fro'lll theill' 1\0- ill !IU~reua, 8•ata ·lk)A, by a& d · -· . .... .. . ' . . ... 
Agricultwr:al WOI:Icu ~1d'lappe4 froa hla holle ill IUrtu 
Village, Sa'l\t. Lucta COt~ualll:91al*• bcallltla, b7 
&rliiGd 1118Do 

Agricultural wocker. hie wife &114 •OD ·(11 yeua otd) 
lcidnappe<l by IU'U4 Ull froa · hie Ilea. b1 h:lta L~ia 
Cot.zumal<JUapa, Eecailltl.a. 

Muboir of t.ha eivU def-• -peU'Ol of Cllic:ll.icutenallp· 
killed by ara&d aeo in tbe outakl~t~• of Oaateaala Cl~y. 

ThTee agricultural worketa ki4oappe4 by ·arae4 ••a in 
San Juan Oatuncalco, Ou•aoltenan9o. 

Several persona (3 male., 2 feaalea aad 2 yoJtftal 
'kidnapped by lixty aratadl au ill tru.::ka in La Blanca 
agrarian development, Ocoa, 8111 Hareoa. 
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:letober 1983 

10/l 

10/l 

10/l 

10/4 

l.0/6 

10/7 

l.0/7 

10/9 

10/11 

10/ll 

• ~ ' 1' .. ~, . 

·· ~ .. . 
Two young males machine-gunned fro• another moving 
vehicle While driving their own car in Guatemala City. 

Alfcn1o Plgeroa Lopes ~idnapped. fro• hie home la 
Guataaala City by. armed ean in ~ •ehicle that had ita 
license plates covered. 

Two Indiana kidnapped by men in olive vreen uniforaa 
ia Rio Frio village, San crietobal, Alta verapac. 

Hilario Raaguay and. ~berto Rasguay Quiapal, aeabera 
of the Popular Ol:<Janiz.ed Jr:ron.t, a political party ill 
forma.tioa '· ~1dllapp.811 by ar~~~ed 1118JI in ·. Palin, Eac:uintla. 

'l'lto Indiana kidnapped by_ a rmed •en in the bus terai.nal 
of Coban:, Alta Verapaz. . . 

Civil- d•£enae-· pe.tto-l.a- executed 
:refused to serve ai patrolaen, 
Chiehica•te~&rigo, El Quiche. 

!ourteea ·peaaante who 
in Chljtinillit, . . .. ~ ~ 

JuUeta Sanot~ez ~::B,ati-l:la·, ••t!loyeci. · in: an fJD-rehted 
proj~t • . and· h~ .. dll.ughtei .P.t:l!dll..d BUrioe Sanches 
kidnapped· by lien·· in civiltiul· cl.othes in Guatue.la 
City, 'l'he bodies- of Sanc.h" ·caatillo ·and her daucjhter 
found at .seen.· of ear accident on :road n•ar Pajapita, 
San Ma:rcoa ·oa-November 12. 

Pedro J~lio G~cta, well known journalist an4 Director 
of Prenea Li:t>re·, . ·=·· of the larg .. t n-apape:ra in the 
country, ki4tiap~. by the Guatemalan COPRUAia~ Party 
(PGT). He wae raleaaed on October 22 after a raaeoa 
paid· and a -IIQ'l' _manifest.> printed in local and foreign 
newspapers. 

Robert Rosemberg, well known buaineaaman, kid~apped in 
Guate.aa~a City. Hh body was found days late:r on th" 
outakirte of Guatemal a City with eeveral bullet vounde 
and with hie banda tied behind hie back. 

Oacar Erick Estrada kidnapped froa hie ho.e by araed 
men in two vehicles in ouate~la City • 

!'::·.::. pe: &ol'l• , thr<!e ma lea and one feaale , kidnapped at 
night ~rom their home• in Guatemala City by a:raed aen 
in vehicles. 

UNCLA~~g}~D 

• 



. 
• 

10/lZ 

10/13 

10/14 

10/14 

10/15 

10/15 

. 
10/U 

. 10/17 

10/18 

10/ 1& 

. -· 

10/19 

10/ 19 

10/ 19 

UNC~i~JfiED 
- n·':-

Body found blindfolded and with several bullet wounda 
in El Caapana~o housing development on the outakirta 
of Guatema-la City. 

Body of the young da.1.1ght.er of a llational Police Chief 
fo1.1nd . tortured. strangled a a·d with e.>varal bullet 
wounds, in Ouat~mala City. 

Cuerrillae take over a finca in Pajapita, S&n Marcoe, 
killed two workara and Dul'ned tba buildinga • 

Cecilio Luia an4· Juan Ortega, bilingu&l proaotora, 
ltidnapp41d in San -Juan Ostuace.lco, Que&alteuango. . . 
Body foimd·, ~t:lt:tured:.anct. atabbe4, wttb the let tau 
"FAa-oRPA• written on· his face, naar Cbiquiaulilla, 
santa II.Oaa. ·. .• . . ! 

. - .. . . 
Three p~reon~ diaa~peared, poaaibly kidnapped, in 
diffuent I.Ctiou• of Que-ltenango, 

I ,oL • • • • 

'1'\to brother. : lttdna_pp'ed by =-ad' Ull ia La Avel1ana 
village, T&xiaeo,. SLDtd noaa. . . . 
Two persona madhiae-gunned in downtown Ouateaala City 
by men in a white· van: Subversive leaflet• found near 
the bodies. 

Body found t611:·ai'l•a froa Guatemala City on the 
Atl8ntio Highway with banda and feat tied, t ortured, 
and with several bullet wounds. 

Jo•e · Felipe .Raiac Xiloj, A~D lingui1t, and hie wife 
~idnapped by armed aen in Guateaala City. The body of 
Felipe Ralac found inside. a bu.rning vehi~le on a rOQd 
near Pajapita, San Marco• on November 12, 1983, 
Whereabouts of wi fa r.emaina . unltnown. 

. . 
BOdy of a female, 'tortured, · etrlin9led, an'! with 
several bullet wound•• found 1n San Juan River near· 
Palencia, a town fifteen ~ilea from Guatemala City. 

Jorqe Au~uato Velaaql.le& Kidnapped by eix ar~~ P.en i n 
Que:altenango. 

eaudilio Gonzalez Kidnapped by aen with rifle• in San 
~dree Chicaj, Baja Verapaz. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
.. SECRZ'l.' 

"· 



. . ; 10/2l 
l~ •. . 

: '10/21 
. . . 

l.0/21 

·10/24 

: · l0/24 

10/24 

~0/25 

. . 

10/28 

10/28 

10/-28 

l0/28 

. UNCL~,~~D 

) tinea owner · leU led wM.le dd vili9 hie car by anaed 
Am Oil a coa4· neat. htul,ul., such~ . . 

.· 
Body with a~v.cal" bulle(~: .. ~ndll. tlu:oW!l· fr.os a movinq 
vebiole,.o~ tlio:Ci~kirt'a~!c!. aua:tenla.·CI.ty. 

Bo4y found' ~~~1Utac1 liQd. whlr· .. veni b.ull:et wounds, 
oza. CO!Ld to Ef\ W'Yll4~t · t.eza. all••·· f:to& · OU1t.te~~ala City. 

• ' ' ' ' • • ' I .... . . . '• . . . . .. . 
'fifo. Wl:ea.·• fO:Uil4:-':tt:1U · ~•-~&n¢ti.:"&n4 . t•et tied, 
wtilat:a4 .. aud . a~abbad~ ... o~ . .road·: to- .&all· JuiiD 
saQtepa.quu•: ni~~·.a;~.·~~·· t~'~: . ~~!"*l.a ct ty. 

. ... . . • 'J': ~. ·t ~ •. ·. , .. .... 

ce.e.c.. Per••· ~: a~;i~~filt-f~~r. ·Jcldnapped ill 
S&A Ra.fael.: l'h: 4'a;.la: 'C'~~&.;· !Stlit Me.t.C:OI!• ~ ac:ll!•d sen 
with a list ·of naJ!IQ';, w&C;V!fl1-.::'t.tueUn9· ti\ a· truclt • . , .. , .. , .... ''," .... 

. . : .. '- !'~": . . _:.v. ; ·. •. >· - . , .. . . 
Alfredo· Co~. ~tt~~ :~:9~41=a1 . ~otic~!· kidnapped in 
Oco.·o San ~~e:·W::Ii#'••d/lliiu! : wl~:a lie~ ·of names, 
who. were t~.,~:!-~ll.!r,l ~~; •: ... 1;~.. . . , . . . . :< 

: .k • • ;. :..- • • • • • • • • • • • l ; .. ~: .. . . 

l'loz:enti.no· ~-~&J.:·ii-~#~~al: "'IIH)r)cer, 
lcid!1apped. ·. iu ~q.~.U~9·~.!t,".~t.-~,~:. lll.eA. with: a list 
_,. n• -~ .. : . .. ·, . ·. ·.-,.. . . .. . . . . . . 
..., ,... g,-'CI~ • • ' ... . . ~ •• •;.:.•· , • • ' •' , ' :r: • .. • · .. , •;#'; ~ .·, .,,' \, , , . ...... .. ~ .· , '',, 

; . . ~: ; .... , ~· ..,.•" " ',. (··- .·· :· . . .. ~~ .. 
Body to.:nid'. 'i~~ii'!l~~~:n:,);. ·wo~lr·' in l'inca. 
llarcenae : n~r;i.i.f(ti~; .litC.. . ' : tlea- llll:l:ee:"fro~~o G\late.Ua 
Ci:ty. - .. ::. ·'" ·. . . . .. . _,.. . . . 

·. ::·t· · .: · .: · ... ··. ·· . - . ~ . . ' ' .. 
ot'enclo· SoU'<'C.t¥11~1t, ·' M-.D. , wouaded ud kidnap~d by 
al:lllll4 ·rill. 'W'Kibr .C!:S.i.ltng. tn cu ... u · Chi.lll.al tenan<JO. He 
h p,:ea\llii~: ·.de;.4 -.... • · 

~dy· fo!lnd'. :etlibbed an4 with .. venl· bullet wounds, at 
i'inca- Lea c:e~:rt.tos, Ellcuintla·. 

Bpdy of Antonio Valladares found beaten and with 
bullet woUnds, near Taxi~co, santa Rosa. . .. 
~o bodies of. peaeanta, stabbed and with ai9ns of · 
torture, foun~· in the· ~tlantic Highway, fifteen ailes 
fro• Guatemala City. · 

Rafael Ovalle Luna, M.D., lcidnappe4 by arae4 aen in 
Guatemala City. He was released on Koveaber 4, 
suppose6lr after ra~co~ ~as ~id. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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~· 4 KtAa 6·:l 

~~ASSIFIED 

· Body o·l l!.c:ll.ando 0\'a.ntes, v-eteriruu:lau, foUD4 tortured 
&ad vLth eever.al 'bullet wOO<lllda, in 0\l.at.e-la City • 

Olla ·_ peraon machoine""'1WI.De6 «Dd hia ~11ioD kidnappe6 
by: ai'laell· ••n ~~;~: two veh.ioLea in Guate~& City. 

. . . 
i:i:>laalta. 'rUcb, a a.tl:ll!bt, l:14Aapped by tvo aen and a 
woaan in a jeep without ll~eaae plat,.. in Totouicapan. 

o•ear l:.eone.l . Velasque!l; m'\'..clt!lnic .• lci~aP,ped· by araed 
ae11 111 Guatemala City. 

Two bodies found toll:'tull:'ec!, with bllllet wo~cta. au4 
with a . lettell:' K mada ' with J:a$011:' bladea in. their backe, 
near Chlcautla, a tow~. t.8D :&11!1• froa o-teaalt. City. 

8o4y ·found tor.tured and ~~th bullet ~=da, on 
Atlantic ~l~w.y, fUh ~ \ ~ilee f~ G~te~a City. 

. . 
Three peraone aadhine-gunned ~bile driving a pick-up 
tll:'uolc: on·. z:oad: near t.a Blanca agrarian developaut, 
Ocoa, san. Marco•• by JHU tbat left a note aayJ.Dga 
"thia la re~olutionacy juettce - PO~ (Guata .. la 
COllllluniat Party). • 

Two pez:aona kidnapped-in downtOwD Guat ... la City, ~ 
men wt th Jlachine · qUDa in a yellow . vab1c:1e • 

. 
Ruben Q~evedo, agric:ultur&l worker, kidnapped froa hia 
boae 11~ 1 Cbiquiaulllla., Santa Rosa, by anaed nn. Bia 
'body wi~h bullet wounda found in a nearby f1nca two 
days latel.". 

Pranciaeo Chinchilla, agricultul."al worker, w~undad and 
~idnapped by armed men froe his home in Chiquimulill&, 
Santa Roaa. His body wa.a found next day ia saae area 
with several bullet wounds. 

Ricardo Bolovito Gonzalac .nd Juan Chacon ~c:he, 
workers of the El Salto Sugar Kill and maabera of the 
Popular Organicad Fron~ . a political pall:'ty, k14napped 
from their homes near ~he suqar alll in Eacuintla by 
men armeQ wi th ~achine gw..a in ~ wh1t~ ~~n. 

SECR%'1' 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLA~IFIED 
SECRJH' 
• !li'-= 

caclli~ ~ajax Coj, aecretary o~ tbe O~ganizatton of 
~· workeca' Union of tbe Pinca santa 8oaa ~u.atan, in 
Yepoe&pll~, Chiaaltenango, l<id:l.apped. by araed - •n a 

. · cu iu: Sa.nta.. LUcia. CoUUIIalguapa, Eacuintla. 

''. 11/07 

; 

., 
tl:/13 

·. l::t/13. 

11/13 

Body of hthez: Augusto ru.airer; Monterroao found beaten 
and aac:hin84Junned on the fre-ay OD t'he outalci~rta of 
Guatemala City. 

Mac:hine-gunnri body found ilL a relident.lal uea in 
Ouatenla c::ity. 

Body of a9ricultural worker. abet five tiaea, frund ilL 
La Maquina a9rarian dev.lopaent·, . SUc:hitepe~ec. 

. . .. : . . ·. .. . 
Oac~U" Gomes. cojulun,. eaployee of the Pac:lUc Bottle 
co. oi COyuteD&Dgo, SUchitepe<:JU-. kl4ceppe4 by ~e4 
mea·. . . 

. . 
9o4y of Gu111erao Clabaa 'l.'On-ea fowul wlth ••-ral 
bull.et wona4a an4 ham!a. t:1e4, lr.aida a bunln9 vebicla 
on the outaJtSr.ta of: Guai:.pal.a· Ct. ty; · ~ · 

' .. .: . . ~ . . '• . -Three bo4iea .. fowu! naked an4 dtteapitate4, neal' Mula 
I. .. nda R1 ver, Guanac;Jacape.. Ellcuintla • 

... . . . .. ·-: ·. ~ 
Miquel Soloa kidnapped ~ aaveral aea in c:lvllian 
clothea in ·Cua.teaala City. 

. .. 
Guillermo Galver; Sentoa kidnapped by ara..S aan in 
Antigua Guatem.la, Sac:atope~ar;. 

. . .... . . . 
Cipriano Guerra, a. •atioaal Police Colonel, and four 
c:ompaniona, kidnapped by arme4 aea wb11e d~rivin9.& 
vehicle in CUilapa, Santa !oaa. · . 

Body w'i th aeverel bullet ~u found · on road t.o £1 
Salvador, near Barberena, Santa Roaa. 

Delia G~rcia, wife of ·National Police Colonel Cipriano 
Guerra. kidnappe4 by araM4 aen f~roo ~er home in 
Guatemala City. 

a0 ay foun4 atrangled and with -•••r•l bullet woun4a 
1naide a vehicle near Mixco, a town near ~uate&ala 
City. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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11/16 
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. . 11/17 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
SECRET 
- 3l -

Herminio Ede1~o Ramos Perez, llngu.1~ in an AID 
project, ki4nappe4 by acmed men in :abrican, 
Ql.lezutenango • 

Caclos Zuqenio de Leon ~"udi•al, econoaiat and 
professor, k1dnappe4 ~1 4ra~ men in dcvntovn 
GIUI.~emala City. 

A Ministry of Health eii!Ployee shot by anutcl aea. that 
brolte into his home in El 'l'"mba<lor, San Ma~rcoa, ancl 
then fled in vehicles • 

A parson machine-o;unned ln ~ne of ~h• housing 
developments on the outslti~rta of Cuat ... La City. 

MaiU:o . de Leon Cifuentea, Depu~y Mayo~r of JU delo 
Village, E1 Tunbador, San Mar9oa, ·4ravged out of hia 
home and shot in tront o~ h1a ~aally. 
, , , I ', " : .' 

Alma ~sa Gudie1 kidllappe~ by araed · ..a·~ dragged 
her out of· her home at.·. night 'it=. ona 4?f. the ilev houln<J 
developents on the outakirta·:!Cif'CiU&teMl& City. . . . .. . . . .. ' . 
Edgar Salguero· aulllen kidftappecl by araed aeR ln a 
white pick-up truck in Coatep~~·· Que&altan&n90• 

Body found. beaten and with soveral bullet wo~da on 
the Pacific · 1ghway eight uilea froa Guat ... la city. 

Victoc Davila, owner of a uae4 car lot, aachlna-o;unne4 
in Guatemala City and bia b~othar AraaA4o kidnapped. 
Armando's body was ~ound with ••veral bulle~ wounds 
five days later near ~cuintla. 

Body of P~anciaco Penz Lopez found atabbed an4 vU~~;-.r.;.~,,.,.'. " 
aeve~al bullet wounda near Metacalpa River, Halacetari, · 
San Marcos. 

Jose Miranda Gonzalaz dragged out of hia hoaa ia £L 
Recuardo Village, La Reforna, San Harcoa, by arae4 aen 
that shot him in front of hh flllDUy · 

Luis Felipe Castillo, administrator of rtnca 
Esperancita, in San Andrea Villa Seca, ~i4nappe4 froa 
the tinea by armed men in a ~lack pi~"P truck. 
Family bel~evea this is a case of eztortioa. 

SECRET 

UNCLASSIFIED 



. . ;~ . 

1.2/04 

12/05 

'• 

~lbio. Rodaa, auto... bea.t:en and k14uapped fro• hia 
· home in !letalhaleu, by lUlled men in olive green 
· wrUorma~, · . . 
· · ~9l,a~. P•re:r:~ JU.vaa, . a hi<Jb school atudent, kicma~d 
: bY,' lllen. wl th JII!ICht.ne q,una: 1a ll.ell.alhul.au. 

,•, .. 
!Toel. ·:r:aocbe4o; a9~cul.t=al. ~leu, ll;idD&~cl froa hia 
l!Oil~·· ih' J'oinc« U · Salto, l~auinUa by &naed .. a. 

~11*1 C•rrillo. Reevea, fQraec ract~ of Sea carloe · 
lJniverai.t:y all4 cw:rent aacre~ of tM ~1 of 
Pharmacy, ahot· ca· the UQiveraity c•~• ia Quate .. la 
Cit~ by two ·YQ\U\9' •en tbat fled .oD a 110to~e. 
Paa11y ae&bera .blamad tba guerrillaa. 

Roberto Sando:va·l Dubon ld4ua~ by anaed MD la 
downt.OWD Guateaa1a. .City. Be -• raleaaed after lulvin9 
boea. severe~ be&ten. 

. 
'1'wo de~ty· c'bieb' of tb• NaUonal. Pollee lli<lllappe.S in 
the: ·Department ·of Santa ..aoaa. 

A' man,. poea1bl.y a querrill.a, lc111ed ia a .allootout with 
armad men in a Vehicle la Guateaa1a City. 

Jose I.uia ~pea 8a1an and Miguel Golla&, lal:lor ,!eadera 
of P&n.taleon. Sugar Mill 'lfor~exa 'Uiliona ia 8anta Lucia ·· 
Cotzumalquapa, · Esculntla, kidnapped. 

Sebaatian Gonzala: Tiniguer, employee of a transporta­
tion coapany,· lci4uappe4 from hia h0111e in the Ollt­
skirts of Guatemala City by araed aea in two ve'b1cle• . 

Joee Ramiro Eatrada Lopa& an4 Salvador Martine& 
Graaajo kic1n&pped in Gua.teuh. City. · ·-

Robelio Roan Bonilla. kidnapped in M~evo 'r09reao, San 
Ha.rcoa. 

L\111 Pack Tuaax kidaa.pped from hi• ho .. in 
Quezal~ena.nqo by =en ~i~h ~~hine ~·"•· 

UNCLASSfFIED 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
SECJE'!' 
- 31-= . . 

. J\llio ."~ Gudlel lcidti&PI~ed by tbx" ••n ill J<~t.i&pa . 

~loa. hl:la~oa Arrecia, :Labol" latqer. &All hia 
as natant: idilhapped froa· hia of flea ill clownt.C)W1) 
GUatlilll_al.~. City. The l&W'Jer' s -nhlc.le fo\U\cl daya lat.er 
nea~·cuate=ala City. 

~o. Lorren&o. Loper; lt14nappe4 lle&Z' CoacepciOD 
Chirquiri~a, Qlle&altennpgo by ae11. with aacbia.e ~I.Uls. 

• • •• + • • • • • • 

l>lna:. ~an tina. Mban~ Or'-'1~, la~ill. f!~\ atud~t. 

~!r~a}'!~!;;..;-::i.:!~. lu __ ~ y~Ql~ . b . t~~ . ~·~t~al. . . 

P~encio MenclOtkGarcia, · a · Catbo~l~- eeainazian • • ebot 
by ·a aelllbel: ot. C:l;.il Daf4111ae Patrol. ~la w•• 

· · reportedly. ·an, aec:d.~ent;• ·· aa· Manclosa··all~elll:t· cll4 not. 
_. atop. :Jfhe:a re.qu-t.ed to 4o eo by t.l\a pat.zol. 

0 ' " # • • • 0 , .,.,,, , ,. o 0 • ••• •w-.,, o.- • 0 

Ral¢1 ria:.sd.~ ~\: Jf~.iq_ .Fl9~•-• ~I!~ vaa fbat. 
~t~ecl and then :lciclnapged b7 a alli~ caaalae\oaer 
iD· "Oitu&&tl.u •.• zo.capa. --- · - · - - __ · · -·-- -~ - - --··· 

. 
Jul.lo Al.uz:an-·Murga,- U.Eliverai~ atu4.at. and exec11tive 
of the Texaco. Oil coopany of Gu&teada, ebot Oil a 
unive'rdt! · c:.mpu•· t!l · Gu&teaa·l.a -<:hr• ··-· ·· · · · ·· 

Body witl\ "tortute-ai<rlta ~cl- aev.ral.· bullet wouada 
found· in San Joae !l Golfo, • tOWA fifteen aile• frca 
Guauiaia "cit.y. ········ ···- -····-···-· - ··· ·· ·· 

• • - ..... • • ·- • ~ • • , , •• • w • • - · • 

Ruben Pinta~erra, aeaaaainata« in va4o MOndo, 
!=biqulcul.a. Pinto. Cue= a. was . the lCatiODal lJ.benUon 
Movement (NUt) party s~eury la tbe 4ep&rt.aent of 

· Chiquimul.a. · · - - - · ·-· · . . ·· - ·· 

Bullet-riddled body of a younq male found near t b e 
town of Poptun. El Paten. 

Vi~ente Rui& and Pedro Martine&, .evangelical paatora, 
~idnapped by armed men from their ho•••· in the 
villages of L& %aperaru:a and Rancho Al.~re in L& 
Libartad, El Paten. Tbe bodiee of the tvo were f ound 
by government authoritiea ln late Jaauary. 

• 
Body found " tor tured and with aeveral bullet ~unds 
near the town of Za~apa. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
. . 



. SEC:Ut,UNCLAS.SIFIED 
- 34· -

. .. (.· , . 

~)\':·.! ··0·6-~ia;'-in.eni&iO. Cll:don.a lddDapped by tell araed aen 
.' ·:. ftdilt h~s. home 'ln:'.San' iUgu~:L Pajata, Pajaplta, San 

· · . Marco .. ~.. , · · 

. ·. . . . 

.. 
"•,12/28 

. . 

12/29 

· .. 
~·~~·o~~ m~ine~nued from a wbite pick-up truck 
wbil.~ r-tdtn.~ a: 1110torc~e •)ll a r:aral road near Palln • 

. Dccintl.A. . . .. 
~ b04'i• ... with -•e.veral. bllU.et wounda t!o1md iD tba 
De~u. of. Jiltiapa. Tile vou;-e fb1m4 near tbe 1\gua 
IU.a.nca and tb:• otber . two near santa C&tuill& H1 ta, 

.. OVldia' Mlln!!e& iui4;.Jole Leiva. pe!leenu, · k14neppa4' froa· 
thei-r" hOIHII: in ~n: rraftciaoo an4 La 'Eap'er~ca, 
.re•J»•otively., betl\:' !ibo~:t ten all~. ,fl:9!l tl\~. dty .~f, 
!'lore•·• £1 Paten~ . . . -.. , . . 

~ bodlu. oH. maLe ani one 'tea'.'l .. foiUid to.n 'ue4. 
at~ed·,. and · with aev~!li' bAl).et ~. u,.r ~ 
An4t'ea Vtl'la: S.eca~ Betalhulea • 

. a~• QU'berto~ Cabal.le,:a.,_ an -"c:c:ollfttut •. itJ.dMppe4 by 
~ a.o- ·at. &.o bua atop OJl th• outa'ktna 'ot OUah••la 
Ci:ty. . - . .. . -
'1'110 bod lea· found bllrne4 w:l. tb torture aailia ancl .aeveral 
bullet wounda., . near the toWD of Klzc:o. eeven aile• 
f:om. Guater .~~ ·City • 

. '1'Wo bedieay . IWPP!'Ie4~y of tad 4rhere, vbo ll&4 bee 
bea.ten 'and~.h•S llul·let woua.de in the head, foUDcl oea11: 
tbe towu· of Santa .catarina l'lnul.a, teo allaa fr­
Gua.teJU~l.a City. 

Bo,dy vlth · t he ban4e tie4, ~orture &&%lea and aeveral 
bullet wounda, found near COate~, Quecaltenan,o • 

seterioo Cuco Cifuentea, •9ric\lltural worker , 
kidnapped by ar.ed men in o live green uoiforaa fro• 
hie home in ria.ca coa.cepclon candelaria, Lo Refoi••· 
San M&.fC:OS 

Romulo aaaire& Liaa and ais' other people repo:tadly 
abducted by QOG security forcea, · 

Nationa.l i'olice Capt'a l. n Manuel 4e loa byes 1>errano 
eano lcidnappad. 
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'rABLB I 

Co~1le4 troa official GOG bullecina, independent newa repor~•• 
9U•rrilla reports, an4 other ao~c•• available to the u.s. Eaba••Y 
in Guateaala. 
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. Tne Special Courta·~are er~tted b7 ez-Preeident Joae Efraia 
;·: .. .- .~os Montt oil. JUly 1, 198.2, by llecr_Qe lAw 46-82, uaing the poven 
~; coutaine4 in Article 85 of the "P'untlallletata1 Statute of Cove~tnaeat. • 
~: . .(.'l'ht.a Statute np1aced tl\e 1965 CIOnlltltutloa which waa an.auUecS l)y 
' "tb-..-·afl ~ ~ary coup of March 23, 1982.) 

The annouaoa=ent of the eboLitio: of the aeeret Speala1 
waa made by the cunent Guatuaalan aea4 of State, Cene~taJ. 

:~~n:;~~ioll August 13, 19&3. 'The speolu Tdbu.MJ.• ve~te eboltalln 
.. , ve September. 1, .1983, by O..er~ lAw 93~83 . .. ~ · · ·- · 

A:ltticl.e .six o.f li&cree lAw 93.-al ·provl«se. -that ~notaa who 
oonv1cted ·.8.114 aentencecl . to pdllel!Q ,by the Speoial .CIO\litU 
to the Sapraae CQI;r.t.. of. Guat.-l,a ,for . a. ·~;.evt.- of tllell: 

au4 have it. adju_ate4. do~.ra~~;d to the -.•.aet l!eftlCJQ" •-tence 
for th.e. cd:~~.• o~ whicll- thex were. ,COIIY,iote4 ill the eo\llltry' a 

code. · · ~ . ; . . ~ 

. . Tl\e prtaou.U lllUat ·ei~tai · ~tt·ti~ ·the hpl'ua eoun to.- a 
:~ed\iet.ion in aentence. The Supt;ea.e Court wUJ. .,a~aS!t ... a .nqueat tor 

of the "moat benign" pro'[i~i,.~ Jn ~Ill typ_e of vri tun . 
a .letter, a tel:e<J&: ..... o~ a PJ:Ofeal!t,onlllly pnpued 
UP<"\ rece.ipt of the rcqaHt,. tbe SUpr ... CIOu~tt 

the caae to a lower court for ieviev to ."4eteltllifte U the 
should be rec1uc:e4. The Sa.lirellie Cou1: itaelf 4oea ftOt 

caaea OAce they· have !Men aaai'jlaed to a lower court. 
··t:::t::z:~e:·~'i:ul.t• of the lower .901.\C:t • a review .. ~~g~z:41u9 e.AY n4uc:Uon ia 
;• are commualcated 4irec:tly . t~.the Office of P:taoaa Mhleh 
~·1~.~.1a.a all prisoaera' re~·da. 

In addition to a poaubte re4uctio~ iD aentenc:e ," under the" 
·proviaiona of Decree Law 93-83, all priaone~ta .iu Guat•lllala, 
. 1nc:ludtn9· thoae convicted by the Specia~. COu~tta, a~• eli9ible for a 
further reduction in their aenteacea for "good behavior• while 
inca~tcerated. 

·-- ··· Officials in the Judicial Branch indicate tl\et priaonen 
convicted· by tl\e Special Courts are aaaigaed to 1te9uJ.ar priaona and 
are not aer ~ kept in auy special form of confinement. 

- .. .".The foll-owing ia a liat (aa of January 1. 7, 1984) of 

! 
;ri;cnar~ who h&ve ~ean triad, ~oavicted, and aentence4 l)y the 

,.' ·Special Courts. Some have been· relaaaad from prison. No fi~111 
. :· .number a are ava~laDle re<Jarding the total number of persona 
. . 

' ' ·. •,· 
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bY' the· Special. COurt. (i.e., arreste4 ~at not brought . to 
tri~. llu~ fOWld iiUlocent ).. The nu•t>e~s following an 

s:-~·l'efeJt: to tbe criae of which the penon wae 
:t.D· tbQII.e· eaaeil in which tb:ls info:raation was available • 

. UI·fcnila.tiou- lf&s obtaiucl froa varioua aoureea, there are 
1ucona1atenetes in t~ apelllnge ot naaea. tn aduitioa, 

1982 and in· March 1983 a. ~otal of 15 persona ve:re 
the Rioa McDtt regiae after being conv1cte4 by the 

·courts. 
' . 

l'atroclnio 
Bliain. 

Cels.o 
Nery · Orlando 

. Victor · . .' .,. 
Nelson. O:lenlki · fi) · 

LA ROSA,. Candelada (2) 
V1citorana. ( 2)' - .. , .. ~ · 

· ·anviola: ~th. (1} 
!llJBNMI, l'•cb:o Pal).: ( 4) 

l!a.)iiiWldO · . 
, Douglas Eatu~do 
<:azloe H\laberto 

Gulller.o Alberto 
stU~, Nehe11t1: 

·Alberto· · 

. .. 

.ro~• JW.~ilto 
Axe1 Manolo (13) 
cad.os !ndque ( 71 

Jaime Ar!Mndo 
, Joee· Eduardo (7) 

, Dora Mer 1dea 
David (7' · . . < 

• Jose auillez:ao (8) · 
~la:iia del canen 

: . G~Z · REC1NOS, lnoeente . ( 7) 
. · G1tAolEtll.1 Jo:se Francisco 

. ·. 

. . . 

·. 

.· . 
... . . . 

. . 

· ~aAMAJO RUlZ, Herculano candelario 
·c~~O, SANDOVAL, carlos Anibal 
''GUEI!l!EBD VELASQUEZ, Erwin t.eonel 

(7) 

.. ·• GuT~Z LOPEZ, Joel Aniaa (10) 
: .,GP.'r%S1UU:Z4 Alfredo 

' HS~~DEZ y HERNANDEZ, Sixto 
. -,:·:t.w~"&%: AQU!Jro, Vi ~ ali no ( 5 I 
·· .:JORDAlf ~o. Franklin Rene 
·.· .:JUl\REZ GARCIA, Zacarias ( 7) 

LOPEZ ·CHAVEZ, Francisco Javier (7) 
LOPEZ LARA, Byron Nolbez:to 
t.9t~Z }IURALES, Enrique 
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AUreJ:·tU~· B~nabe 
.lou: .tuu:.cin~ · 

~· ·Moise• 

(~). 
(·'U 

( 
) 

(1) 

(7) 

' . . - .. . ·-~loztia- El.pezuza 
: Joa. . .. . -
Rtgobut.o., ... , . 

de Dloa:(l.:Z) · · 
k~~· (U)··. · 

J\lp .Joe•" (13) ·· .. • ·. · : 
Jo~e Mulo 

Ne-l.aOll (1) · · 
.Al.vaco· Rolando 
Glori&. Elizabeth 

J\la.. h'ucleco 
Jose:. 

(7) 

DB· ft.lAJ)A, M&da C. 
Joiie Miguel (10) 

Joe• Miguel 
. ARmttt.A.;. Fernu" oJ 
· Mute .Ulola , 

· Teresa Isabel (11) 
· PERE2 •. . J.uan Antonio ( 1) 
CARCHA. Joe• Ella• 

AMAVISCA, Florencla de J~aue 
Ba14omero Nlcolae (12) 

SAEHZ, Mario Alberto 
RAMIREZ; e&zloa lezael 

·~~· QMtREZ,. Oacu 
~ ~ 'H!RNA»DEZ, Alfonso Jose Marla 

· · YTDES ARROYAV!:, Mario Salv;~.4or 
: .. ii:t.ADA LUNA, G11illermo Alberto Hi 
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. .. . 

• 
uaa. 

a.rliAt. 
<let~il.'if aD1 p:ts .. UU9 ara~~. 

i.Ul.eg~ a..a<~iaUcma. 

TEO:" . . ... 

. . ·' . 
:. . . . . ~ . 

. . 

. . . 

. 
Jdel Ali:l:u 

Vitalino 
Pablo Juventino 

'Gloria 

MO.tees 

.,.rt:o 
· tJorse) Mado 
Gl:or:ia 

·Jaae . Mi~•"-· · 
2eruando 

Oacar 

~ • . follo~in9 1nd1?iduais have challenged their convlctione by the 
sp.ecl:al Courts in· the regular civiL couru of Guatemala• 

IU<.V~~ M!WDH, Cello 
1'1~~ Dlt I,A ROSA, candeluia 

.. l).AJ(RE!Ut, V1 ctorana 
~··~a,: Graviola Ruth 
CARRt'r~ ·.roA!IEZ, Raymundo 
FtGU~OA ARENALES, Jose Eduardo 
OA!':t:I~ CAS'rlU.O, David 

· GOME:Z SOLANO, Jorge OuUlet:mo 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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~~to.a Catholic cle~gy 11ore .u~dere4 at the height of t~e 
.vi·ol~o• which took place 4urin<J ~:be govecuaeat of Ceaeral Lucaa 
Qa.rcia. No clergy, however, wore aur4ere4 4ur1ug the year ucS one 

la wblcb the fundamentaliat Prot .. taut General aica Koatt · 
rul:ed. Aceu~~ationa ol! re~lgioua peraecuttou 4vll'iUV tbe IU- Kontt 

,; CR:lvern•aat.were lilldtaa for the IO&t ~ to tbe percept1011 tbu 

b~E!.Ei~~~~:!~~!~~:;:receiving preferentl&l treata.at fro• civil au« , o~ th•t <:at:boUa Church pro~rty t.a Ue 
zones had been occupie4 'by <JOYN,..ant troope. Olle of 

u~or juatificatioua of Ue Mguat. 1983 coup .-bich ovnthzew 
Kontt waa that ia hie ferve11.t Proteetant belief, atc:a Kolatt Mel 

asainet. ca.tholica. 'l'berefoz'e, lt. -• s-z:aU::t 
that the. now goven~~~en.t wou:.~ :o:~ve _cpic~ly t.o ieetOi:e cloae 
with the cat.hoUc Church. Gcul"ftal Kejla, la t&ot.. 414 

-~.Q~ly et.ate that the goveronut woulf. eee that. aftenota of aU 
·-~itha we~e treated eq1.1ally by the et.at.e, aD4 that. t.b.e ua41t.ionaU.y 
<:atho-Ua Guatemala woul4 ~et.urn to W&ra·. relat.iosw witb tlle Churcb. 

. . 
·,~ '1'he wara feeling bet-au Ue <:athoU.c Chw:cb u4 •tate 
ci!:"ce:alcmed by the nWIIeroua profeealona of· faith u4 othu ~~urcb 
-~atemeate e=anatiug fro• tha new Mejia Goveraaeat. 414 net. cont.lnaa 

~~~~~!;!~~~t;!~t· -,~ moat aeriou• ~l~t occurred whoa r.tbec Raairea 
:\ of An-dgua we• aur4era4 on ltovelll)ec 7 ·- .. the Uut prieat 

tbe Lucaa Goveruot. 'l'lie aitut.loa ••• fv.rthe&' · 
ted by the fact that th1a aur4ei took place Ollly a f•• 4~• 

General Mejia himself bad excoriated the Church foe tolecatlnt 
known to support tuerrlllaa. 

The enucch hi• .achy co~ the goverftaent •• reepooalble 
'for the crlae, although local clergy ia Ant.ltua believe the 
:·gli1V•tri~Ju· 1nt wae not behla4 the murder &A4 tlle gova&'JUDeat. hae 

and eapbatlcally 4eaie4 luvolveaent. Accocdlnt to eoae 
I..J:!I;e.~~ igence reporu, eztreae rl¢11:. wing groupe uy have been 
reaponsiblo for the murder. In addit.ion, there la also ap.c~lation 
that. Father Ramirez waa aaaasalnatad by the guerrillas. 

. .Chief of State Mejia, a~apanied by his ~~rei9Q Min1ater 
· and Chief of Staff, called upon the ~apal ~uncle to offer 
~ondolencee. Nonatholeae, the aituation continued to deteriorate •• 
Archbishop Penadoa -- then in Rome prior to hie investiture -­
ciecri..S Gu6t.emal~'• e::.~e!'lic violen<:'! in tlttt V>!ttean "tt'""~P-1!' · 
Government epokesmen la~baated the Diahop ae unp&trl~ttc. The 
Church, in turn, ~lasted t~e apo~eaaen aa •liars.· At this point 
the· govarnaont apparently decided to begin anew and the apokescen 
publiely apologized. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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:· 'l'ha Department 1e not aware of any z:eporta that aea.bera of 
( tha ~largy have bean threatened abc:e the cleatb of hthet 
!·\*uire&. ftle Cblef of State' • nWIHtroua pubUc appe1u-aocaa at 
: Clluroll . func tion• cluring bia teDure bave dgualed Ma auppon 
.;. for: tM Chureh. 'l'hla 'baa aeaaiD<;ly filtered c1owa to the aoat 
'· -...lao:r officials. catholic Cburoll contact. report that loCAl 
. ot'ffcia.la grant Ch'urc:h ofticiab aore reapact ia tbeir deaUn9a 

with thea tball waa ao duz:ing the Rio Kontt Goveruaent. 

Moat of the clifficulty in maint&ining 9ood Church/atate 
• rel.atiou ill Guatell&l.a ateaa froa t be COAtlllUlQ'J lua~Ugeac:y. 
l · ~ .liOat rec:ant 1ncic1ellt to arba CCI!lc:ara.e4 the DeC"•aber :u 
~- az:reat and qUeatloniA9 of an Alledc&n prieat, Father llllraa, ln 
.. the · northern Dep&l:taent of the ~tell. Pather Bar- aarva• 
! . pal'iabicuera whO l.ive ia tln &.I'M of & recant vuenll.la ett.aclt 
· ·on an axJIIY patxot vblch z:eaul.tad ia the daa~ of forty 
· .. aoldiara. A aoldier . . vbo aearc;hed hthex Haru ~a plc:lt•up truc:lt 

add ha f~U!ld th~ fuae of & 9nuAde ia the .baclt. Tbe pdut 
: wu 4etainad, .. qUeatloned 'arid rel.eaaed into the c:ueto4y of· the 
. aturoll. . .The pu_bl.lc c:overav• 'of the incident ·-- COIUiectll19 · the 
:pde,·t with tbe ~errillaa - 4l4 nothi~' for the nP~trocbeuat 
<de•lrad. by the g'overnment. .. · · · ·: · · . . . . . 
: Siailarl y, a llac:ambe:t 1~ izloideat ill Buehuetena119o la whlc:h 
~- ~&tholic aeminarian w&a ahot and killed by • Cl•il lle!en~e 

· ,~t:rol when he f~iled to bead a waz:nlng to atop, h&8 hQ~t 
.Churcb/atate rela.tiona. Althou9h the Cburcb clac:rted the 
killlll'l aa an •aaaa .. ination, • the &rillY apoteaiUUl aald lt waa 
~accident.· Like the Paten, Haeh~eta~go ie a aoene of a~ch 
~arrilla activity. · · 

t t waa prio~ to both o! thea• incident• that th• act1ft9 
Apoatolic: Adalnletr~tor of the Arcbcliocaae bad implied 
govecNDent complicity in the dh~I'J'&nCe of aoae five hundred 

-catachiata . The c:urrea: governaent vaa alle<;ed to be 
r•aponai'ble. It appear· that thh n~r wee & coe~pUatlon of 
diaa.ppaaranc:aa ainca ua:reet heightened in 1979r the Church baa 
not ampli~led on thia etataaaot. 

1 catholic Church relations wi th the governaant are clearly 
·:. i mproving in the Department c t El Quiche which waa the teen• of 

soaa of the country' • worat violence in 1981. After aevaral 
~rlaat• war e killed in El Quiche, the Biahop retired hie 

;•:llel'IOilnal from the dioceaa, and fled to OOata Rica in lt8~. Ka 
' returned and now raaidaa in Guatemala City , Following the 
:a apartura o f Church peraonnal fro~ !1 Quiche, the sray ccc:up1e4 

~- ·1~u•••roua vacant Church propart i ea, ut i ng t hea to atora-f~ fer 
1~5 ~1v1c a c tiun pro9r ama, houaa troope, aarve •• haadquartera , 
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·.s1u~:.th .. appointunt o·f a aew epo~~tolic: ad•:lAhtl'atol' 
........ ·4toc•••: ill .1._9&3~ hovevea, tbtt ChiU'c:b baa a..c.t ee11eral 

l;l!t-~ · to th<t .. A«JI"l:lleat • . All Cllcu:ob penoiiiHil ba•• 
th1t~ .. azliJ' ·ba.- l'et.um..s·:,•••ual properu ... u4 h .. 

. tilturn #~· Ill tlle ••aou ... the arwy a ... ru 
aa·~: ·U · i ·t. ba4 not ~'llp:t..S tbe· ••~ ~I'U.ea, they would 

~)l!a..,n.,. ·be- 4eetroye4. ·by ven4ale. · .. . 
Uter· & ' rougb start, the reJ:ui<ms "-bleea Quat-laD 

¥G:~~:~· ::-::. cmzrc:'bea. au4 u.· tt.jla Go'l'ltrllllea~ an tapzovint• 
'!:~ t~: ~- beDtt-fi tu· Wliaatl.Y boa pretu.AUu U:-taeat 

the. atoa Mo1stt ~cicw~. the Pro~uat Ohan"'aa were 
cdticized 4!}dir9 the . ld.Ual daye ot the Ne11a 

• soae Prot .. ~ta. a180 atate ~t D~ •••~ra 
~- ua.Jmowu .u .. ata 4uin9 tl\At pedot. u • 

thb c:be.Ag•· ba. the· poUU.cal c:J.t.ata. tlle l'l'ot.eatut 
a uew .. poU.~ic:al. •1abrell.& ~ul&au- lcDa~~a ae 

leal. Cblli'Otlee.·Ooo¥1!1Qattq ooaat tt.ee to 4efea4 ~u 
• 'fhi.e aelf,. ca.aitt- _, with a.a .... jia au4 -. 

pleaae4 ·vlth the recaptS- it 1'~1'1'114. 

· ·'lh.;..:l'rotaat&Jrt. 9b11rchea. ba.,.. rea~e4 auaazoaa ~,.h 
· 't'b.ey., Hi~ th•,.C..thoUca. W · eloeel fol' two yeua ta the 

~!~~~=a~:ontlic:t"• 'ft\ey uaactivel:r ~aaGIIJ.Il9 the ,oepel 
the '"O'Imt%) with ltctt. - U lUll' - official 
• 
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