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" GUATEMALA: Political Violancs. imre

Gumemala |9 me‘-flﬂnc!rn a r'|E'w wa'-'a of polit ECEI h;III ings End
.- abduciions tha number of kldnaplngs -
jumped from Uiy 0 at aplember—iha Mrat full month Df
Chlef of Stata Maila s rule. In iwo cases this month Guatamalan

. amployees of the US Agancy lor Inlecnational Development have -« @ = .
¢ disappeared, an ellaves the government |s ~ -+ 7
- raspansibla. Tha Clinslian Uemocrats publicly accused rightwing "7 7-77 2750

- leaders—In concert with local authéritles—of the murder lasi weak of [~
* * {hres party otflclals. Two Ieﬂdur: :::r A N Iﬂ!tlﬂ-! pary also hzwﬂ b&n .

abducted

:' ' i
. . : . Rt . gow ey :

" Comment: Although lefilst Insurgent group3s are responsible for
some of the Increasad violence, the characteristics surrounding the
Incidents and the vicli=s involved —as well as simllaritles 1o past
patterns of viclence In Guatemala—indicate that security forces and
ultrarightiat civillan elements are almaost certalnly heavily Involved,
Unlesa Majia takes forcaful steps to reverse the irend and to account
for the missing AID employees, his efforts to enhance Guatemala’s
image abroad are likely to fall. Moreover, If violance against moderate
and leftisi polltical parties is left unchecked, some partles, particulary

tha new ones, are likely to be alrald 10 pn-'ll.:tpa*u in tha E!ec'{*nﬂ 2ot
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