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0ffice of the Political Adviser
Headquarters, U,S. European Command
c/o American Embassy, Paris
March 12, 1958
Dear Lane:

Thank you for your letter of February 28, in reply to mine of
Pebruary 19, concerning the security aspects of the handling of
nuclear weapons. It was awaiting me upon my return last week from
a swing with Gensral Palmer around Ssudi Arabia, Paldstan, Ethiopia
and Iibyas Also upon my return I was filled in on the subsaquent
developments and flaps in connection with the Sidi Slimane incident,
It appears that in this perticular case the explosion danger was
less than the danger of contamination. Fire can, of course, greatly
aggravate the latter danger - particularly, if the rising hot air is
carried off by winds, I'm afraid we haven!t heard the last of the
Sidi Slimane fire,.

At the request of General Norstad, this headquarters is about
to undertake a comprehensive study of the problem abroad of accidents
ihvolving nuclear material, It will start off with a meeting here
at an as yet unspecified date later this month of representatives of
the component commands, As a point of departure we will use the
procedures now applying in the CONUS and attempt to adapt them to
conditions abroads We will, of course, have to give particular atten-
tion to the public and forelgn relations aspectss As the EUCOM area
becomes saturated with nuclear stockpiles, the chances of accidents
will naturally increase, and the problems will not be the same in any
two countriess Sooner or later, we are going to have to share our
information fairly widely because most acchdents are not going to .
ocouwr on U.S, bases, For exampls, one of these days, a2 U.S. plane
delivering muclear weapons is going to overshoot Rhein-Maime or a

Y.S. s

Be Eo Lo Timmorns, Esquire,
Director, Office of Eurcpean
Regional Affairs,
Bureau of Furopean Affairs,
Department of State,

Washington 25, D. Ce.
ey 965 613
fn’mo/ﬂt tof3[200>
-BRERET—

i ———



AR BRGLASSIFED

' Aum&%‘ PR
ay_72_Nea Date /L2

SEORET—

——

—2-

truck is going to roll off the Autobahn, etce I need nov
111ustrationa of the fact that non~American

going to have to be given guidance.

U.5. army
at this time offer further

military and police forces are

Needlees to say, I ghall see to it that the recommendations formul=
ated here are sent back to Washington for approvel by State and Defense,
and will also attempt to furnish informal progress reportse

Sincarely’
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