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SUBUS  INDIAN:NUCLEAR “INTENTIONS

§o EUMMARYwaAPPROPRXﬁTE;ELEMENTS“OF COUNTRY TEAM EONCLUDE! THAT

WHILE INDIAAALREADY yag ADVANCED NUCLEAR’TNFRAsTmuchREwfANb~thy
CORTINUE YO REFINE [7S NUCLFAR EXPERTISE, GOI CURRENTLY HAS NOQ“PLANS
TODEVELGE NUCLEAR Wy APONSe THERE' 1S NO EVIDENCE GOT 'HAS DECIDED
STAGE “PEACEFUL"™ $EST BLAST. WEAPONS DELTVERY CAPABILITY I

NTLY LIMITED TO CAPACITY 'OF INDYTAN AIR FORCE« INDIAN EXPERT

I NOTED: INDTA.HMAS NO FRESENT 0OR FORESEEABLE CAPACTTY TO pEVELOP.
MISSILE LAUNCH SYSTEMs END SUMMARY.

Be SINCE TRANSMITTING REF B IN :(JANU&RY EMBASSY HAS SEEN NO EVIDENCE
VE CHANGE IN GO POLjcy NOT TO MANUFACTURE NUGLEAR WEAPONS
INGLEDS PRIMING AND DEFMIN HAVE PUBLICLY RETTERATED POLICY

' DELHI 2288 AND 549100 NOR DO WE HAVE REASON TD AMEND ANY
ROASPECT AOF ASSEGHMENT CONTAINED REF B

PAR -
3¢ YHERE QONFINUES T RE STGNIFICANT POPULAR AND ELITE INDT AN |
SENTIMENY IN FAVOR OF 4 NUCLEAR WEAPONS PROGRAMs HOWEVERs. AS | 2
GRITISH HIGH COMMISSTONER NOTED TO POL COUNSELOR 'JULY {8s ‘THERE V.
EEMS TD BE! AWARENESS OF TOR GO POLICY LEVELS OF MAJOR DIVERSLION 4

OF ECONOMIC RESOURCESENTAILED IN NUCLEAR WEAPONS DEVELOPMENT .
MOREOVERS POPULWR PRo=BOMB SENTIMENT TENDS TO DISSIPATE WHEN THE.
ISBUE J8 RECOGNTZED 45 A CHOICE: BETWEEN ‘BUTTER AND BLASTe BRITISH
HICOMMER, LIKE: USs BpLIEVES INDIA IS "MILES FROM ‘CROSSROADSY
WHERE HARD CHOICE WOULD HAVE TO BE MADE TO PURSBUE COSTLY MIEITARY:
DETOUR FROM BURRENT ABEN OPTIONS ARPROACH. ‘ “
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& THAT AS PART OF OFPEN OPTYONS
CAPPROACH, G001 18 CURRENTLY PREPARING ”DSﬁLFPUi“ TEST To LXPAND

.Y 173 MASTERY OF NUCLEAR TECHNNLOGY.. WE UNDERSTAND 17 18 ?LNFRALLY

3’ CONCEDED IN: ¥NY EQNATXﬂNA L SCTENTIFIC i :Sﬁ AND CERTAINUY ON:

| S DIPLOMATIC CIRCUIT MERES THAT INDIA HAD :4Nzcmn~<mgw HOW, AND.
BB  FOSSIBLY MATER{ ALgk‘vm DEVELOP SIMPLE NUCLEAR DEVICE wxwwzm‘
‘B B PERIOD OF  MONTHSE AFTER a0l nEtisioN TO DD SO, BR ﬂﬁ CTIVE
4§ ' CCARACITIES OB ‘NMVAﬂg PRESENT AND mewPE??XVL NUCLE ﬁﬁ &TWTEUNS#

E; GRADES :OF PLUTONIUM REING PRODUCED:, AND EXTENT TO WHIC APWLETIEw
k ARECOVERED BY INTERNATIONAL OR BILATERAL SAFEGUARD S, AR& WELLhKNDWN
‘Pl TO WASHINGTOND <« WE ARE. AWARE FROM OVERT AND COVERY SQURCES THAT'
fF v‘WITHIN INDTAN mwﬁtﬁﬁﬁ @wau 1TYs AS r»%r% HMERE TN GOT AND AMONGK
: LITICAL: AND POPUL AR ELIT THERE g‘&mwv OF ﬁwfm;om ARGuyNGMTHAf
! ‘_RFGARDLFSQ OF ULTIMATE n0odl L“KE“EGN UN WEAPONS MANUFACTURE OPEN -

] OPTTONS POLIEY, TO By pURFOS: L AND Hﬁﬁiwmk, wymugprs EARLY" TES
"( UTOOEXTEND: INBTA S RANGE OF NUZLFAR wm~w THIS OPINION ALSO :
f - ADDUCES BENERICIAL PeycHWOLOGTCAL 81D “ﬁmvs IN TNDIAs AND
N PERHAPS ON PGTtNTVAL AGGRESSORE A“‘ﬁmua OTHERS IN NUCLEAR
] ,,EmTABLrSMMFN? ONSIDER TEST BLAGT AT " DIVERSIONARYs AND
; WORST XWWL” TO TeMPT GO1 TO COMMIT -Mng RESOURCES IN
o I ‘UNHWALTHY DIRECTION. OF WEAPONS DEVELOPMENT . WHILE WE THINK IT
5 ROSSTBLE INDIAN SCIENTISTS MAY WORKED ON THEORETICAL

Q . 'F;\F?FP‘ARA“”("M»: FoOp AsSprmpr TG sl s WE ARE UNABLE To

T DETERMINEG WHETHER THpY wWAYE ASSEMRLE ICE-WE RECALL THaT
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4o IN ADDITION TO RESERVATIONS ABOUT Pw4?agrwi ECONOMIC: cosvs;‘

PRIMIN GANDHI MAY DOURT

gNEW JE HI 22880, MORFOVER, SHE SEEMS &*QTIOMALLY~SkT AGAINST

ANY SUCH DEVELUPMENT, aNDs Wg TH vwxg FINDS PRESENT OPEN OPTIONS
POSTURE TACTICALLY USErFUlLs RUT HAS MO INYENTION, a8 MATTER nF
PRINCIPLE AS WELL A8 gcONOMIcS, TO PURSUE NUrLEAR WEAPONS
DEVELOPMENT A8 SUCH AT THIS TIMEs -

Fe CONDITIONS MOST LikgLY TO CHAMNBE MRS, »ANm 198 PUBLICSs AND
PP&QIMABEY PRIVATE: nPPaSITinN 7O NUCLE EAPRONRY FOR INDIA
INCLUDE® 1A} ASTAN PriOlLifrERATIONS P4t a@gw WﬁﬁESTAmﬁ gy v
CHINESE BOMB. WAVING, INeLUDTNG sﬂ?fis@mvw: SILE LAUNCHES IN 7NDIAN

QCEAN AREA3
AND A QUFFIC

CURRENTLY

COUNTRY TEAM SEES NG EVIDENCE

MILTTARY UTILITY OF NUCLEAR WE APONRY

AND-(C) ETONOMIr /SO0 8 N&L DETERIQORATION TEN:. o -

FENTLY GrearT Tn TEMPYT U, P OTOWARDS PSYCHOLOGICAL:
NUCLEAR EXPOSION. HOWEYER, FOTHE SE {DNSITW@NS
OBYAIN OR APPFTARS { IKFE E YN UNE AR ;MVFRAMEm 
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IN JULY y2 PRESS CONFERENCE' MRSe GANDHI SAID “THERE 1S NOUTRUTH -
WHATEVFR" “TO CURRENT ' JARANESE REPORTS INDTA NILL SOON STAGE TEST

BLAST NE’W DELHI 86880

7 FOR amwv%a&AﬂLa FUTURE: INDIA'S DELIVERY CAPABILITY LIES ‘WHOLLY
IN LIMITED=RANGE: AIRCRAFT IN INDIAN AIR FORCE! INVENTORY»*CURRENT&Y -4
SQUADRONS: 'OF 'CANBERRAS (B=581s 8 SQUADRONS OF ‘MIG=21 ANDI.6
‘GQUADRONS ‘OF SU=7% DESPTTE LIVELY GO1 INTEREST IN GENERAL' FIELD‘
OF ROCKETRY AND S8PACps AS EVIDENCED, EeGos BY EXTENSIVE SOUNDING
ROCKET PROGRAM UNDERTAKEN WITH FORETGN COLLABORATION, INFORMED!
INDIANS SEEM TO WECGPNE?F’TH&Y ARE STILL' BEGINNERSe SCIATT NOTES
THAT IN RECENT CALL ON' NEW SPACE CHIEF DHAWAN, LATTER 'DESCRIBED e
HES FIRSTPRYORITIES AS COMMUNYICATIONS AND EPUCATYIONs AND“IN
DISCUSSING REPORTS: mp AN INDTAN NATTONAL' SATELLITEa'HINTED THAT g
LAUNCHING ‘WILL BE-DE| AYED BEYOND RUMORED 1974, BECAUSE OF+ FuNmﬁNc K
AND: SOFTWARE ‘COMPLTCATIONSs AND DIFFTCULTIES N IMPDRTING REQUSTTE! ?~

iNOLOGYs ALSOs PROFESSOR MoBeKe MENONS DIRECTOR TATA. , e
INSTITUTE FUNCEMENTA| RESEARCH, AND WEAD OF - INDIAN SPACE PROGRAM FOR |
INTERIM PERTOD OF: ABOUT SIX MONTHS FOLLOWING VIKRAM SARABHAL®S' W
DEATHs TOLD BRITISH WIGH COMMISSIONER THREE MONTHS AGO INDIA ‘HAS NO
PRESENT QR FORESEEARLE cAPACITY TO DEVELOP MISSILE LAUNCH: SYSTEMa
ANDCCOULD 'NOTs FOR ExaAMPLE2 EVEN THEQRETICALLY EXPECT 'TO HAVES
INDEPENDENT SATELLITE LAUNCH CAPABILITY FOR & TO 1@ YEARSs [OUNTRY
TEAM SEES NO EVIPDENCE GOI AND SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY ARE WORKING
ENERGETIeALLY ON ppORLFMe £
KEATING K
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NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE SBTRORIZATION OF THE




