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NEW DELHI FOR DEPUTY SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER

E.O0., 12865: XGDS=2 2/27/1999 (HUMMEL, ARTHUR W.,) OR=-M
TAGS: MNUC, ENGR, TECH, PINR, PK
SUBJECT: (S) PAKISTAN NUCLEAR PROGRAM: TECHNICAL TEAM VISIT

REFs (A ISLAMABAD 8935 (B) ISLAMABAD 1622
1« (S) ENTIRE TEXT,

2, SUMMARY: FOREIGN SECRETARY SHAHNAWAZ CALLED ME IN
FEBRUARY 27 TO CONVEY GOP DECISION NOT TO PERMIT U.S. TEAM
TO INSPECT PAK NUCLEAR FACILITIES, DCM AND MFA NOTETAKER
SAT IN. RATIONALE FOR REFUSAL CAREFULLY CONSTRUCTED ON
BASIS OF INDIAN REFUSAL TO ACCEPT SIMILAR INSPECTIONS, AND
INCLUDED OFFER TO PERMIT BILATERAL RECIPROCAL [NDO-PAK
INSPECTION, WITH OR WITHOUT U.S. PARTICIPATION, | EXPRESSED
DEEP REGRET THAT GOP WAS NOwW REVERSING OFFER TWICE AFFIRMED
BY PRES. ZI1A C(JAN 24 AND FEB 9); NOTED THAT SERIOQUS
DISCREPANCIES REMAINED BETWEEN OUR INFORMATION ABOUT PAK
NUCLEAR PROGRAMS AND GOP ASSURANCES THEREON, WHICH COULD
HAVE SERIOUS IMPACT ON OUR RELATIONS IF UNRESOLVED; AND
SAID | WOULD REPORT AND SEEK INSTRUCTIONS FROM WASHINGTON.

END SUMMARY,

3. SHAHNAWAZ OPENED CONVERSATION WITH REFERENCE TO "CURIOUS™
FEB 8 LETTER FROM DESA! TO ZIA IN WHICH FORMER NOTED REPORTS
OF PAK ACTIVITY IN SOPHISTICATED NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY AND 1IN
EFFECT URGED PAKISTAN NOT TO UNDERTAKE ANYTHING WHICH COULD
UPSET BALANCE FOR PEACE IN AREA. ACCORDING TO SHAHNAWAZ,

WHO READ SELECTED PHRASES FROM LETTER, DESA! ASSERTED

INDIAN NUCLEAR PROGRAM WAS EXCLUSIVELY FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES
AND THAT GO REMAINED FIRMLY AGAINST WEAPONS PROLIFERATION,
SHAHNAWAZ SAID REPLY HAD BEEN DRAFTED BUT NOT YET SENT. HE
SAID LETTER WAS PUZZLING IN VIEW OF INDIA'S NUCLEAR EXPLOSION,
EXISTENCE OF THREE UNSAFEGUARDED FACILITIES IN INDIA, ITS
REJECTION OF SOUTH AStA NUCLEAR FREE ZONE, AND ITS FAILURE

TO SIGN NPT,
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b, SHAHNAWAZ THEN PULLED OUT VAJPAYEEFEB 3 "BLITZ™ INTERVIEW
AND QUOTED FM®S REMARKS TO EFFECT THAT INDIA WILL RESUME
NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS WHEN IT IS PERSUADED THESE ARE NECESSARY '
FOR RESEARCH ON PEACEFUL USES AND HIS REMINDER TO INTERVIEWER
THAT HE IS FROM PARTY WHICH HAD FAVORED DEVEOPMENT OF
NUCLEAR WEAPONS, '

5. SHAHNAWAZ CONCLUDED THAT IN VIEW OF PAKISTAN'S HISTORICAL
STANCE OF PAST 15 YEARS AGAINST DISCRIMINATION IN NUCLEAR
MATTERS AND AGAINST UNILATERAL SUBMISSION TO INSPECTION,
PAKISTAN COULD NOT ACCEPT U.S. INSPECTION TEAM UNLESS IT

ALSO APPLIS TO INDIA, HE ARGUED THAT ANY APPEARANCE

PAKISTAN WAS PERMITTING OUTSIDE INSPECTION WHILE INDIA
REFUSES WOULD BE UNACCEPTABLE TO PUBLIC OPINION IN PAKISTAN,
SHAHNAWAZ ADDED THAT GOP wAS PREPARED TO AGREE TO RECIPROCAL
-INDO-PAK INSPECTION BILATERALLY OR IN COLLABORATION WITH
INDIA,

€. IN RESPONSE, | NOTED THAT GOP APPEARED TO BE REPUDIATING
CLEAR, UNEQUIVOCAL, AND REPEATED OFFER BY PRES. ZI1A, TO
WHICH SHAHNAWAZ REPLIED THAT ZIA®*S OFFER HAD BEEN CONDITIONAL

ON FULL CONSIDERATION OF FULL IMPLICATIONS OF UNILATERAL .
INSPECTION, HE ADDED THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO COMMUNICATION
FROM DESAI AT THAT POINT, AND THAT SUDDEN INDIAN INTEREST
IN PAK NUCLEAR PROGRAMS IS DISTURBING IN VIEW OF HISTORY

OF GOl REJECTION OF PAK PROPOSALS FOR NUCLEAR FREE ZONE AND
RECIPROCAL INSPECTION, AND OF GOP'S OFFER TO SIGN NPT SAME
DAY INDIA SIGNS [T, ' o

Te | THEN EXPRESSED MY DEEP REGRET AT THIS DECISION AND
- SAID | SAW NO CONNECTION BETWEEN DESA! LETTER AND INSPECTION
" WHICH ZIA HAD TWICE AFFIRMED HIS WILLINGNESS TO ACCEPT.
NOTING THAT PURPOSE OF PROPOSED INSPECTION WAS TO CLEAR
UP DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN OUR INFORMATION AND GOP ASSURANCES
ABOUT ITS NUCLEAR PROGRAMS, | SAID THAT CONTINUANCE OF THESE
DEISCREPANCIES wiLL HAVE EFFECT ON U.S, ATTITUDES TOWARD
PAKISTAN AND THAT APPLICABLE U.S. LAW MIGHT HAVE TO BE
IMPLEMENTED, FINALLY, | SAID | WOULD REPORT CONVERSATION
AND SEEK INSTRUCTIONS,

8. FOR NEW DELHI, DEPUTY SECRETARY: WE ARE SENDING BY
SEPTEL OUR THOUGHTS ON HOw YOU SHOULD DEAL WITH NUCLEAR
ISSUE IN VIEW OF THIS DEVELOPMENT DURING YOUR VISIT,

HUMMEL
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