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STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR BRUCE

The treaty we have signed today is proof that the despairing
generalities so often voieced about man's inability to meet
the challenges of his environment are not always correct.

It represents a concerted effort, in the words of my
Secretary of State, to keep the nuclear beast caged.

It is the product of over six years of consideration and
arduous negotiations by our governments. There were many
times when it seemed the end result now achieved might be
beyond the reach of mutual understanding.

This accord is a testimonial to enlightened persistence,
and to faith in the conception that despite many variations
of opinion, mutual good will and purpose can reconcile
conflicting national interests.

The lesson of the Non-Proliferation Treaty is, essentially,
one of optimism and hope: that man indeed can control the
terrifying forces he has created.

This covenant joins a series of its predecessors -- those
establishing the International Atomic Energy Agency, The
Antarctic Treaty, the Limited Test Ban Agreement, and the
Outer Space Treabty ~- to constitute another important
landmark in postwar history.

The United States fervently desires that these historie
agreements will before long be joined by others calculated
further to abate the threat presented by modern arms to
world stability and world peace.
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