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POSSIBILITY OF DIRECT SOVIET MiliTARY ACTION DURING 1948-49 

Report. of Ad Hoc Comm!l.t~' Revit·.vlng Lhe Conclusions on OHE 22-18 

'l'HJ;; PROJ3~EM 

1. We have bce:n d irtcted Lo estimate U the C\'ents oC the ().;lSl six morHhs have 
Increased or dec~ the likeUhood or a Soviet. resorlto miUt.ary action dur1ng 1948--4.9 

BltSlS Jo~OR ESTIMATE I 

2. Availab iO Intelligen ce bcnr1ng o n the stated problem js coo meager to s upport. a 
conclusion tha t the USSR eiLh or wi ll or will not a·csor t. to dtllbcrate mili t...'l i'Y ncl.ion 
during 1948-49. 

DISCUSSION 

3. Our conelu~iuns are bnsc:d on con sidc•·o.ttons d iscussed In t.11e Enclosut·c. 

CONCLUSIONS 

4. we dO not beUeve that. \.he eYent.s or the past Slx month& h3.ve made del\bcrate 
so .. •iet military action a p..-obabii!Ly during 1948 .. , 9. They have. hn•.,:ever. added some 
weight. t.o lhe factor$ that mighlinduc~ lltc ussn t.o n:sori to $UCh acdon. H ts (;()11· 

s idcrtd, therefOI'O. thaL t he po$!1lb11ity or a t·csort. t.o dellL-enttc military acLion tiM bce11 
slightly i.n<.:r-cMcd. 

5. HoweTU, Ule devclopn~nl.s o~ the past ai.x months wlllch con3tiWte !tll>ncks to 

\.he Sovie1.ink'.:-:mt.ional position hue had t.he c.Oec1. of adding LO the pressure on tltt 

USSR. This pressure incr(>t\SC$ lhe J}CSSlbiiily of the USSR I'CSOI'\.!ug to diplomatic 
ventures whtch. whale uot. <;(mstlt utlng acts o r war Ot' e \·en cnvls:•cmg th4~ likelihood of 
war, will in volvo an ltl.CI'C3scd r isk of m isc<l.lculo.Uous tha t COlJid lend to war. 

' Thls est.hi1 :1 l~"~ \l.':a;s prcp:~.rcd b)' n JOI!ll 3 d hoc oomm1ttee repre:!:f!ntinr. C IA :wd the tn1NII8VIl<:C 
n(;encies oi the l)CJ)ill t nl t:! •• t.s or St.nio, the Army, lll (l Ntl\'y, a nd. U1e Air f'"oree. Tho dat.t at the 
eauma.te i!> 21 AusulJI. ltH3. 

•·rhe- omce ot Ntlvat to~cUIMnee- 001teu•·.:: senc:aUy Itt Ute d!:st\l.»ton :u oont<'llned In \he 
Enc;lo:sure. 

HO"'o"\'"\"t!', 0:01 tcods Ulat. the "&uls for ~limak'" 6$ sl.::..ted b not \"'ltll. F:-.,~~nt.e oE Sovkt. 
IntentiOn; is mt'Qcr. bc!t $l:ch inCA:IIIcconu as !.S t.u.~tablt do« no: lndleate a resort. to dchbe-~te 
mltn.ary a.euon. H the postuon Ia Wen (.h&: t. lh.- llt~lll;en~ av:lil::~b!c cannot.$l:.PDOI't eoMh:.swns 
one w:.ay or tho other, tany ooncluslo•ll dra.wn rrom I!UCh tt bas is of e~lh'll Q.t.e tl.rt of doubtful \';.hce 
IO!' U.S, J~lrt nnh'lll. 

•t'herefore. ON 1 feels t.hat. t l\e conch•:sions .st ated h'l ORE 22-48. u m<>dlned b:r ONI Mtnment. 
~re still v~Ud. ONl eon~u:-:~, however, thtt.~ the events Of tht past. six. ~ont.hJ have lnereV~scd sll(:'l\tly 
the pou1blll'Y or mmtary acUor. u·u·ouah mi~=akubtlon :.3 swed in parqmvh .$ o! subJ~d. rc:pon. 
and t~o'OUJd indvde u:"Jder m!SJCalt.ula_tton IM p::>ssibOI\)' that. m.lno!' mmur1 r>M:k!tnl$ mitth\ Up3;~ 
I:~ to uneonL"OIIt4 connitc.. 
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10 So\·lc-t Dn::~J;•$:..S. examining thC'~C ev!dcnces of US Inte-ntions, m ight cor'ICiudc 
thnt l.hcy ca a w.t IOUfJCI' assume the curly d isinteg•·atlon ol the c~pltaiis t. wol'td. lmd 

Uml. US miht.ary potential, now low, will st..cad Uy hnpruq•· nnd will u JWma Lely tx: oct'om· 
paniec! by ;:~n improveme-nt in the milHtwy potential or Wc:$U'rn C:u:ropc. Th l.s rnlgh t. 

in t,urn. sugges&. looking LO milit.ary acUOn Cor Ule achlc,ernent of their aim.s 110'4-'· 
ever. since tbe usefufn~ss of non·millt.ary rncthcds bas r'MJ\. }'tt. brtn exhausted in Eurot>e. 
and since Lhere arc oUler regions open 1.0 ~ignifi~nl CXJ>loiLAUon, •.t•e do not. c-stlmil.te 

thnt a USSR resor1. to deliberate milit~l'Y acL!on has bce<uoc a JU'Obflb ility 

I I , Several rec::cnl. ovcn.ts-cspecially the So\' let l>lo<:kadc ot Uel'lin-ll:l.ve :;crved 1.0 

!ncrcasc the lensiQn bet.wccn the USSR and the US. WHh Lh\~ heightened tension hM 
come a correspOnding increa.->e in t.he posslbilily of a nusca1culaLion which. might. result 
in ceneraJ contliet. 
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