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WasnimaTax, D O, aacoa

May 17, 1565

The Fresident
The White Eouse

Dear Mr. President:

I am returning herewith the letter of the Director of Central
Intelligence, dated May 8, 1965, together with enclosuras,

I wish to make onge major point.

to mnimum, muaiatent with the pmmcthrm of our Installa=
tions and property in that eountry. My concem is that a

. substantial buildup of U. 5. ground troops would ba construed
by the Communists, and by the world, as a determination on
our part o win the war on the goound .

This esuld be a guagmire. It could [urm ints an opan end
commitment on our part 1hat would take more and more ground
troops, without & realistic hope of ultimate viclory.

‘Eﬁ: ot think the gituation Lo comparable to Eorea, The

Ii political posture of the parties involved, and the physical
conditions, including terrain, are entirely differant.
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I continue to balleve that the constant probing of avery avenua
leamnq t-::- & pausible settlament will ultbmately be fruitiul.
It won't be what we wantl, but we can learn to live with it.

Eespadtiully yours, |
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